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A MEMOIR 

or 
THE LIFE 

GEORGE TH^ FOURTH* 



CHAPTER I. 

Hie Brimsiadck Line* 

The origin of the Brunswick Family is lost in the 
fabulous ages of the north. The first occurrence 
of the name has been dimly traced by the German 
antiquaries to the invasion of the Roman empire 
under Attila, in the middle of the fifth century. 
Among the tribes which that almost universal chief- 
tain poured down upon Italy, the Scyrri (Hirri or 
Heruli) are found, whose king, Eddico, was sent as 
one of Attila'^ ambassadors to the court of 'nieodo- 
sins.' The native country of the Scyrri was, like 
that of the principal invaders, in the north of Europe ; 
and they are supposed, on Pliny's authority, to h^ve 
possessed the marshes of Swedish Pomerama,>and 
some of the islands near the mouth of the Baltic^ i 

On the sudden death of Attila and the dismember- 
ment of his conquests, the Scyrri seized upo9 alaprge 
tract bordering on the Danut)e. iBut the possession 
was either too tempting or too .carelessly held, to be 
relinquished without a struggle by the fierce chief- 
tains, who, in returning from Italy, had s^wathe fer- 
tility of Pomerania. The Scyrri were involved in 
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10 GBORGK THK FOURTH. 

a furious war, which seems to have spread from the 
Adriatic to the Euxine. The calamities of Rome 
were mercilessly revenged by the wounds inflicted 
in this mutual havoc of her conquerors ; and in one 
of those battles, in which extermination or victory 
was the only alternative, the tribe of the Pomera* 
nian Scyrri were totally cut off, with Eddico, their 
king, at their head, and Gublph, his son, or brother, 
whose name is then first heard in history. 

But the fortunes of the Sc3rrri were destined to be 
i^idly revived by one of the most singular and for- 
tunate conquerors of a time remarkable for striking* 
changes of fortune. A remnant of the tribe, unable 
or unwilling to follow their king in the Roman inva- 
sion, had, by remaining in Pomerania, escaped the 
general extinction. Odoacer, the son of tue fallea 
King, put himself at their head, and marched from 
the Baltic to revenge the slaughter of his country- 
men. Like many of the northern chieftains, he had 
been educated, probably as a hostage, in the Romaa 
camps, and had been familiar with the habits of the 
accomplished but profligate court of the Western 
Empire. His address and valour raised him to the 
command of the German troops in the service of the 
throne. Some slight which he received from Ores- 
tes, his former general, but now the father of the 
emperor ; or, more probably, his own lofty and daring 
ambition, stimulated him to the seizure of a diadem 
disgraced by the feebleness of its possessor. Sword 
in hand, he forced Augustulus to abdicate ; and, under 
the name of the Patncian, Odoacer ascended the 
throne of the Cesars. 

Power won by the sword is naturally lost by the 
sword; and Tlioodoric, the Goth, disputed the sove- 
reignty. After a succession of battles, in which the 
courage and military skill of Odoacer earned the 
praise of history, artifice circumvented the soldier ; 
he was assassinated at a banquet, within ten yeam'' 
of his triumph, his dynasty extinguished, and his 
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THX BRVN«WICH LINE. 11 

tribe, with his brother Guelph at their head, driven 
out once more to create a kingdom for themselves 
by their valour. But this expulsion was the true 
origin of that singular fortune by which the Guelphic 
blood has been the fount of sovereignty to the most 
renowned quarters of Europe. » 

Guelph (variously called AnuljAus, Wulfoade, and 
Onulf,) saw, with a soldier's eye, the advantage 
which a position in the Tyrolese hills gave to the 
possessor, for the purposes of invasion or defence. 
Bxpelling the Roman coloilists, he established lus 
kingdom in the mountains, formed alliances with the 
neighbouring tribes, and, looking down upon Ger- 
many on one side, and upon the loveliness and mag- 
nificence of Italy on the other, calmly prepared his 
people for future supremacy.* 

Without following the progress of this distin- 
gruished line through the conflicts of the dark ages, 
and the restless revolutions of power in "the Italian 
sovereignties; we come to the authorized conclusion, 
that the house of Brunswick have held rank among 
the German princes for six hundred ^ears. 

From George the First the ascent is dear up to the 
first Duke of Brunswick and Lunenburg, who re- 
ceived his investiture from the Emperor Frederick 
the Second in the middle of the I3th century. Still, 
this investiture was less an increase of honours than 
a shade on the ancient splendour of a family, whose 
dominions had once numbered Bavaria and Saxony, 
then of the size of kingdoms, and whose influence 
^nras felt from the Baltic to the Mediterranean. But 
the direct male line of the Brunswick princes is 
Italian. 

The marquises or sovereigns of Este, Liguria, and 
perhaps of Tuscany, were among its first branches. 
*• In the eleventh century the primitive stem was 
divided mto two. The elder migrated to the banks 

• HanidBy*fl AadsIi of Ihe Boom of Hanovmr. 
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12 GEORGE THE FOURTH. 

of the Danube and the Elbe ; the younger more 
humbly adhered to the shores of the Adriatic. The 
dukes of Brunswick and the kings of Great Britain 
are the descendants of the first : the dukes of Fer- 
rara and Modena are the offspring of the second."* 

A singular compact in the sixteenth century added 
to the celebrity of the house of Brunswick Lunen- 
burg. William, the reigning duke, fourth son of 
Ernest, who had obtained for himself a title more 
illustrious than that of thrones, the Confessor, by 
his support of the great Protestant Confession of 
Augsburg ; had left fifteen children^ seveii of whom 
were sons. The young princes, on the death of their 
father in 1593, resolved, for the purpose of keeping* 
up their house in undiminished dignity, that but one 
of them should marry : the marriage to be decided 
by lot, and the elder brother to have the undivided 
inheritance and be succeeded by the next survivor. 
The lot was drawn by the sixth brother, George, who 
married Ann Eleanora, daughter of the Landgrave 
of Hesse Darmstadt, by whom he had five children. 
The compact was solemnly kept by the brothers, and 
drew so much notice by its romantic fidelity, that the 
Sultan Achmet the First pronounced it "worth a 
man's while to take a journey through Europe to be 
an eye-witness of such wonderful brotherly siffectioii 
and princely honour." 



The accession of George the Third to the throne 
of these realms was welcomed by the whole British 
empire. The difficulties which had thwarted the 
popularity of his two immediate predecessors were 
past ; the party of the exiled dynasty had been wasted 
away by time, or alienated by the proverbial selfish- 
ness and personal folly of the Stuarts ; a war was 
Just closed, in which all the recollections of England 

* Gibbon't Poathumow Worki . 
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were of trixtinphs and territories won from the habit- 
ual distniber of Europe ; commerce was rising from 
the clouds always thrown rotmd it by war, but rising 
with a stiength and splendour unseen before, shoot- 
ing over the farthest regions of the world those 
beams which are at once light and life, brightening 
and developing regions scarcely known by name, 
and filling their bosom with the rich and vigorous 
fertility of European arts, comforts, and knowledge. 

All the acts of the young king strengthened the 
national eood-will. ms speech from the throne was 
deservedly applauded as the dictate of a manly and 
generous heart ; and this characteristic was made a 
wise topic of congratulation in the corresponding 
addresses of the people. " It is our peculiar happi- 
ness," said the London Address, "that your Majesty's 
heart is truly English; and that you have discovered 
in your earliest years the wannest affection to the 
laws and constitution of these kingdoms.*' 

An expression in the king's address to the privy 
council was seized with peculiar avidity as a proof 
alike of his head and heart. ^ I depend,^ said he, 
on the supjport of every honest man/^ — a sentiment 
which united republican simplicity with kingly 
honour. He prohibited the court flattery then cus- 
tomary in the pulpit to the sovereign, reprimanding 
Wilson, one of his chaplains, in the expressive words, 
— ^ That he came to church to hear the praises of 
CfOd, and not his own." The independence of the 
judges was among his first objects ; and on the dis- 
solution of parUament he consummated the national 
homage, by forbidding all ministerial interference in 
the elections, and magnanimously declaring that 
** He would be tried by his country." 

The royal marriage now became a consideration 
of public importance. A bride was sought among 
the immediate connexions of the Royal Family, and 
the Princess Dowager proposed Sophia Charlotte, 
daiighter of the Duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz« 
B 

Digitized by Google . 



14 OfiOftOB tttt irotmtH. 

Lord Harcourt was made the bearer of the proposal, 
Which was uuhesitatingly accepted. The liitiire 
queen arrived at St. Jalnes's on the 8th of Septem- 
ber, 1761. At nine on the same evening, With the 
formal rapidity of court marriages, she tvas wedded; 
and from that time, through half a century, became 
an ol]|ject of interest and respect to the British ua^ 
tion. 

It was one of the striking features of the Hanovei* 
line, that it for the first time united the blood of the 
four races of kings, — the British, the Cambro-British, 
the Scottish, and the English; deducing the succes<« 
sion from Cadwaldr, last king of the Britons, through 
the seventeen princes of Wales, to Guledys Ddu, 
sister and heiress of Dafydd, married to Ralph Mor« 
timer, and thence through 

19. Roger, their son. 

20. Edmund Mortimer, his son^ 

21. Roger, son of Edmund, first Earl of March. 

22. Edmond, son of Ro^er, married to PhilippdL^ 
daughter and heiress of Lionel, t)uke of Clarence, 
third son of Edward the Third. 

23. Roger, their son. 

24. Anne, daughter and heiress of Ro^er^ married 
to Richard of ConisbUrg, Earl of Cambndge. 

25. Richard, Duke of York, their son. 

26. Edward the Fourth, eldest son of RichSf d« 
2)^. Elizabeth, Edward's eldest sister, matned to 

Henry the Seventh. 

28. Margaret, their eldest daughter^ married to 
James the Fourth of Scotland. 

29. James the Fifth of Scotland, their son« 

30. Mary, ftueen of Scots, dauffhter of James. 

31. James the First of England, son of Mary, by 
Lord Damley. 

32. Elizabeth, daughter of Jamesg married to Fre- 
derick, Elector Palatine. 

33. Sophia, their daughter, married to Emest Au« 
gustus, Elector of Hanorer. 
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34. George the First, their soq.. 

35. George the Second, his son. 

36. Frederick, Prince of Wales« son of George tho 
Second. 

37. George the Third, his son. 

38. George the Fourth, his son.* 



CHAPTER n. 

Birth of the Prince. 



On the 13th of August, the birth of the heir-ap« 
parent was announced; her Royal Highness the 
Princess Dowager of Wales, the ladies of her ma- 
jesty's bedchamber, and the chief lords of the privy 
council, being in attendance. 

On this occasion the kinjg^ popularity, indepen** 
dently of the great interests^^nnected with the royal 
succession, luul excited the most univarsal public 
feeling. As the time of the queen's accouchement 
drew nigh, the national anxiety increased. It was 
raised to its height by the inteUigence, on the eve- 
ning of the lltl^ that her majesty's illness was im- 
mediately at hand. The great officers of state were 
now ordered to await the summons in the neighbour- 
hood of the royal bedchamber ; a precaution which 
sounds strangely to our ears, but which has been 
con^tred a matter of propriety, from the imputa- 
tiou^hrown on the birth of the son of James the 




* ** Tork^fl Royal Tribes.'* Tboae who desire to tearefi deeper Into 
Uie mntlquUttai of the HanoTerian line^ may examine " Eccard's Ori- 
Kinea Gnelficat,'* '*Maratorri Anlichita Eatense,** for the Italiaa 
bratidi ; aD4 Sir Andrew Ualliday'a "Annals of the House of Hano 
yer,** for » 4e|«i^ of the y^rioqi posieMioui and alUaqces of U«l 
Bortbem; 
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16 aEOil<|E THE FOURTH. [1762^ 

The palace was crowded during the night. A1 
four in the morning the Princess Dowager of Wales 
arrived. The queen had been taken slightly iU som^ 
time before. The great officers of state were in at- 
tendance in the antelroom of the royal chamber from 
five; and at twenty-four minutes past seven the joy* 
fu] news was spread through the palace that an heir 
was bom to the throne. The sound was caughlN^itli 
enthusiasm by the people, who ha^Iong since 
thronged the avenues of St. James's, was instantly 
conveyed through London, and was hailed by all as 
an event which accomplished the singular public 
prosperity of the new reign. 

On those occasions popular feeling delights in seiz- 
ing on every fortunate coincidence. TRie day was 
deemed auspicious, as the anniversary of the Hano- 
ver succession. But a more direct popular triumph 
occurred while the king was yet receiving the con- 
gra^tulations of the nobility. 

Of all wars, in those times, the mp^t popular was 
a Spanish war ; and of all prizes, the most magnifi- 
cent was a Spanish gaQQpn. The Heimione, cme of 
those treasure-ships, sailing from Lima, had been 
taken in May, oiT Cape St. Vincent, by three English 
frigates. Rumour had e^caggerated the wealth on 
board to the enormous sum of twelve millions ster- 
ling in silver, besides the usufl precious merchandise 
Irom the Spanish settlements. But the actual trea- 
sure was immense; the oiBcers made fortunes, and 
even the share of a common sailor, though thrtee 
crews were to divide the capture, was computed at 
nearly one thousand pounds. The chief cs«|i6|was 
silver, but many bags of gold were found hioMKia 
the dollsur chests, probably to evade some impost at 
VCadiz, which largely increased th^ value to the for- 
'itunate captors. * ^ 

The wagons convening the treasure haii arrived 
in London .on the mght before, and were on this 
morning to have passed before the palace in their 
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1762.] BIRTH OF THE FRINGE. 17 

way to the Tower. Almost at the moment of an« 
noimcing the rojral birth, the cavalcade was seen en- 
tering St. James's Street, escorted by cavalry and 
infantry with trmnpets sounding, the enemy's flags 
waving over the wagons, and the whole surrounded 
by the multitude that such an evenf would naturally 
collect. The sudden spectacle (a striking and even 
tiimnphant one) led the king and the nobility to the 
palace windows. The news of th*^ prince's birth 
was now spread like flame; and innumerable voices 
rose at once to wish the young heir prosperity. A 
Boman would have predicted, that an existence be- 
gun under such omens must close without^a cloud. 
The king, in the flower of youth, and with the exulta- 
tion of a sovereign, and the still deeper delight of. 
a father, was conspicuous in exhibiting his feeling 
of the public congratulation ; and the whol<e scene '\ 
was long spoken of as one of the most natural aiid *• 
animated exhibitions of national joy known ini^e ; * \ 
reign. 

George the Third had commenced his sovereignty 
mth a manly and generous declaration of his pride 
in being bora a Briton,— a declaration in wjudi he 
had the more merit from its being his owiu«K^om 
its being made in defiance of the cold-blootf^^ates- 
manship which objected to it in the privy coimcil, as 
a reflection on the Hanoverian birth of the Wo for- 
mer kings. The result showed the superior Wis(Jpm 
of a warm heart to a crafty head ; for this siMe 
sentence superseded the popular memory of wSry 
other syllable in' the royal speech, and became in- 
stantly the watchword of national aflection to tlie 
throne. 

But the king followed the principle into the details 
of life. He loved to be a thorough Enghshman. 
Like every man of sense, he scorned all affectation $ 
mdf above all, scorned the affectation of foreign 
Planners. The lisping eff*eminacy, the melancholy 
Jargon, the French and German fopperv of th« 
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18 GBOROS THE FOUftTB. [1762. 

mustached and cigaired raee that .the coffee-house 
life of the continent has propagated among us, would 
have found no favour in the eyes of this honest and 
high-principled king. Honour to God and justice to 
man, public respect for religion and private guidance 
by its spirit, puMic decorum and personal virtue, a 
lofty and generous zeal for the dignity of his crown 
and people, and a vigilant yet affectionate discipline 
in his family and household, were the characteristics 
of George the Third. But even in his royalty he 
loved to revive the simple customs of English do- 
mestic life: and his famous speech from the throne 
scarcely gave more national deUght and assurance 
of an English heart, than the homely announcement, 
which foUowed in a few days after the queen's re- 
covery ; that the royal infant was to be shown in its 
<;radle to all who culed at the palace ; and that their 
majesties, after the old Englisn custom, invited the 
visiters to cake and caudle. 

On the 17th of August, a few days after his buth, 
his ro3ral highness had teen created Prince of Wales 
by patent, in addition to that weight of honours 
which devolves on the heir of the British and Hano- 
verian sovereignties. The title of Prince of Wales 
was one of the trophies of the conquest of Llewellyn, 
and was originally conferred by the first Edward upon 
lus son in 1384, investing him by cap, coronet, verge, 
and ring.' The title is exclusively devoted to the 
eldest son of the throne, except where it has been en- 
grossed by the throne itself. 

The eldest son is also, as inheriting from the Scot- 
tish kings, hereditary Steward of Scotland, Duke of 
Rothsay, Earl of Carrick, and Baron of Renfrew ; 
jtitles conferred by Robert the Third, king of Scot- 
iand, on the prince his eldest son, in 1399 ; and ap- 
propriated for ever to the princes of Scotland from 
their birth. 

Tlie heir-apparent is bom Duke of Cornwall, and 
possessor of tae revenues of the dutchy. But it ia 
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1762.] 3IETH OV TBS PRINCX. 19 

singular that he haa no Irish title, while all the junior 
branches of the royal family eiyoy honours from Ire- 
land. 

Addresses rapidly ^owed in from the leading pub- 
lic bodies: that of the city seemed to have imbodied 
the substance of the cnief popular testimonials. 
After congratulating his majesty on the birth, it al- 
luded to the Hanover succession. *' So important 
an event, and upon a day evei sacred to liberty, fills 
us with the most gratefi^ sentiments to the 6ivine 
"Goodness, which has thus early crowned your ma- 
jesty's domestic happiness, and opened to your peo- 
ple the agreeable prospect of permanence and sta* 
bility to me blessings which uey derive from ^ 
wisdom and steadiness of your majesty^s victorious 
reign.^ This was courteous. But the addresses of 
the clergy were observed to be generally in a higher 
tone; and the address Of the clergy of the provmce 
of Canterbury was distinguished by a direct aj^al 
to those great doctrines on which the constitution 
stands. The king's answer was manly, and suitable 
to the free king of a free people. *' He s&w with pe- 
culiar pleasure their gratitude to Heaven for the birth 
of a Protestant heir. Their confidence in hie fixed 
intention to educate the prince in every principle of 
civd and religious liberty, was truly acceptable to 
him ; and he desired them to rely upon him for ob- 
serving his pledges to the empire, and for leaving no- 
thing undone that could promote the sacred interests 
of Christian piety and moral virtue, and transmit to 
posterity our most happy constitution." 

The fickleness of popularity is the oldest lesson 
of public life : yet the sudden change of public feel- 
ing towards George the Third is among its most re- 
markable and unaccountable examples. No Euro- 
pean throne had been ascended for the last hundred 
years by a sovereign more qualified by nature and 
circumstances io win " golden opinions" from his 
people. Youth, striking appearance, a fondness not 

Digitized by Google 



20 GEORGE THE FOURTH. [1762J 

less for the gay and gnceM amusements of couit 
life than for those field sports which make the popu*^ 
lar indulgence of the English landholder, a strong- 
sense of the national value of scientific and literary 
pursuits, piety unquestionably sincere, and morals 
on which even satire never dared to throw a stain, 
were the claims of the king to the approbation of his 
people. In all those points also the contrast of the 
new reign with those of the two preceding monarchs 
was signally in its favour* 

Horace- Walpole, a m?Ln rendered caustic by a sense 
of personal failure, and whose pen delighted to fling 
sarcasm on all times and men ; for once forgets his 
nature, and gives way to panegyric in speaking of 
the young king, " The new reignbegins with great 
propriety and decency. There«^^at dignity and 
grace in the king's manner. I don't say this, like my 
dear Madame de Sevign6, because he was civil to me ; 
but the part is well acted. The young king has all 
the appearance of being amiable, "niere is great 
grace to temper much dignity, and a good nature 
which breaks out upon all occasions," 

The choice of Lord Bute as his prime minister 
tarnished all the king's qualities in the general eye. 
Insinuations that this handsome nobleman owed his 
rank at once to the passion of the princess dowager, 
and to arbitrary principles in the king,— insinuations 
never substantiated, and in their pature altogether 
improbable, — ^were enough to turn the spirit of that 
multitude who take their opinions from the loudest 
clamourer. Wilkes, a man broken in fortune, and 
still more broken in character, hopeless of returning 
to the ranks of honourable hfe, and bpth too noto- 
rious and too intemperate to be fit for any thing but 
faction, had been buoyed up into a bastard infiuence 
chiefly by the national jealousy of Scotland.* 

* « No petticoat government— no Scotcb minteter— and no Lord 
George Saekyille," were the watcMorda of the time, placarded op thf 

Digitized by Google 



1702.] BISTU OF THE PRINCE. 21 

Bat Lord Bute had soon ceased to be the object. 
A nobler quarry was found in the king. The ," eagle 
towering in his pride of place, was by the mousing 
owl hawked at f and though not degraded in the 
opinion of men of honour and virtue, yet, with the 
multitude, his intentions were vilified, his personal 
qualities were turned into caricature, and his popu- 
larity was suddenly obscured, if not extinguished, 
by the arts of a demagogue, scandalous and criminal 
in every mode b;^ which the individual can earn ex- 
clusion from society. 

Princes soon become public personages; and it 
cannot be denied that his royal highness displayed 
lumself at a sufficiently early age ; for in 17C5 he 
received a deputation from the Society of Ancient 
Britons, on St. David's day. The prince's answer 
to their address was certamly not long, for it was 
simply—" He thanked them for this mark of duty to 
the king, and wished prosperity to the charity.'' 
Though probably an earUer speech has been seldom 
made ; for the speaker was not guite three years old. 
But it was not lost on the coiurtiers. They declared 
it to have been delivered with the happiest grace of 
manner and action ; and that the features of future 
oratory were more than palpable : all which we are 
bound to believe. In December of the same year 
he was invested with the order of the garter, along 
with the Earl of Albemarle and the hereditary 
Prince of Brunswick. 

inOi, and acboed by the nub : Um thxee eombixiinf all tbe grlerancaf 
of a party, allliet«d by that nuMt aofry of all diatempom— the derin 
•AfBtinioplMa. 
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CHAPTER in,* 

» 

jH^ Prince'i Education, •< 

Thk prince had liow reached a period when it be« 
came necessary to commence his education. Lord 
Holdemesse, a nobleman of considerable attain* 
ments, but chiefly recommended by his dignitjr of 
manner and knowledge of the court, was appomtcd 
governor : Dr. Markham and Cjrril Jackson were 
the preceptor and sub-preceptor, 

Markham had attracted th^ royal notice by his 
celebrity as a schoolmaster, At the age of thirty he 
had soared to the height of professional glory ; for 
he was placed at the head of Westminster School, 
where he taught for fourteen years. The masters 
of the leading schools are generally cheered by some 
church dignity, and Markham received the deanery 
of Christ Church : fh)m this he had been transferred to 
Chester ; and it was while he was in possession of 
the bishopric, that he was selected for the precep* 
torsliip of the Prince of Wales, 

But this private plan of education was severely 
criticised. It was pronomioed to be a secluded, sob-* 
tary, and narrow scheme for court thraldom, fitter to 
make the future sovereign a bigot or a despot, tha^i 
the generous and manly leader of a generous and 
manly people. 

The old controversy on the rival merits of pi|l>ho 
and private education was now revived i and, to do 
the controversialists justice, with less of the spirit 
of rational inquiry than of fierce and prejudiced par^ 
tisanship. 

"^e great schools were p^oegyrized, as breeding 
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n noble equality among the sons of men of the va- 
hous ranks of society ; as inspiring those feelings of 
honour and independence, which in after-life itiake 
the man lift up his feafless front in the preseilce of 
his superiors m all but knowledge and virtue ; and 
as pi'e-eminently training the youth of the land to that 
personal resoliitidn, mental resource, and mtellec- 
tual dignity, which are essential to every honourable 
career; and ar6 congenial, aboVe all, to the free 
spirit and high-minded habits of £!j|^land. 

All those advantages must be "conceded) thdugh 
burlesqued and tarnished by the fantastic and selfish 
tales 01 exti^ordinary facilities fui'nished to the man 
by the companion^ of the boy ; of the road to for- 
tune sitioothed, the ladder of eminence mitaculotisly 
placed in his grasp, the cofonet, the mitre, the high* 
est and mos( sparkling honours of statesmansliip* 
held fonh to the aspii^it by the hand of early asso- 
ciation* — ^Hopes, in their conception mean, in theit 
Hatnte infinitely fallacious, and m their anticipation 
altogether opposed to the openness and manly self* 
fespect, Whicll it is the fitst duty of those schools to 
create in the young mind* Yet the moralist may 
Well tremble at that contamination of morals which 
BO often defies the vigilance of the tutor ; the man 
of Uiiiited income is entitled to reprobate the habits 
of extravagance engendered in the great schools } 
and the parent v^lio Values the affections of his chil- 
dren, may }ust\y dtead the reckless and unruly self- 
wl\ the youn^ insolence, and the sullen and heart-* 
less disdain of parental authority, which Spring Up at 
a distance from the paternal eye. But the question 
is decided by the fact, that without public education 
a large portion of the youth of England would re- 
ceive no education whatever ; while some of the 
more influential would receive, in the feeble indul- 
gences of opulent parentage and the adulation of do- 
mestics, an education worse than none* Tlie ad- ^ 
vantages belong to the svstem«and to no oth«ri 
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while the disadvantages are accidental, and requ 
nothing for their remedy beyond increased activ 
in the govemors, and a more vigorous vigilance 
the nation. 

But of the education of a British ipaAnce there c 
be no question. It ought to be in its whole spj 
pubhc. Under all circumstances, the heir to a thro 
will find flatterers ; but at Eton, or Westminster, t 
flattery must be at times signaUy qualified; and 1 
noble nature will not be the less noble for the hoi 
truths which no homage can always restrain amo] 
the rapid passions and fearless tongues of bo^ 
The chance of his falling into the snares of ear 
favouritism is trivial. School fondnesses are easi 
forgotten. But, if adversity be the true teacher i 
princes, even the secure heir to the luxurious throi 
of England may not be the worse for that semblani 
of adversity which is to be found in the stralght-fo 
ward speech, and bold, unhesitating competitorsh 
of a great English school. 

Under Lord Holdemesse and the preceptors, th 
usual rotrtine of classical teaching was carefully h 
culcated, for Markham and Jackson were practise 
masters of that routine ; and the prince often aftei 
ward, with the latitude peculiarly graceful in hi 
rank, professed his remembrance of their servicej 
But, though the classics might flourish in the princel; 
establishment, it soon became obvious that p^ace di< 
not flourish along with them. Rumours of discon 
tent, royal, princely, and preceptorial, rapidly es 
caped from even the close confines of the pslace 
and, at length, the public, less surprised than per 
plexed, heard the formal announcement, that th< 
whole preceptorship of his royal highness had sen 
in their resignations. 

Those disturbances were the first and the inevita 
ble results of the system. Lord Holdemesse ob 
scnrely complained that attempts were made to ob- 
tain in illegftiijQate influence ov€r the princess mind, 
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Public mnotDr inus activey 89 at all tiniea, in throw* 
ing light on what the courtly caution of the noble 
govenior fawi covered with i^ade. The forei^ poli* 
tics of the former reigns, the Scotch premier, and 
the Gennan Mood of the qneen, were easy topics for 
the multitude ; and it was loudly asserted, that the 
great dject of the intrigue was to supersede the 
prince's British principles by the despotic doctrines 
of Hanover. 

l^milar charges had occurred in the eaiiy life of 
George the Third. That prince's govemors were 
alternately accused of infecting his mind witH arbi* 
trary principles, and witii a contempt for the ro3ral 
audioiity; wi& excessive deference to the princess 
his mother, in opposition to tlie due respect for the 
sovereign; and with an humiliating subserviency to 
the will of the sovereign, in neglect of the natural anec- 
tion for his mother, ^ceptors had been successively 
dismissed; committees of inquiiy held upon their 
conduct; books of hazardous poutical tendency,— 
Father Orleans' Revolutions of the House of Stuart, 
Ramsay's Travels of Cyrus, Sir Robert Filmer's 
Works, and P^re Perefixe's History of Henry the 
Fourthr-liad beenreckoned among the prince's pecu* 
liar studies; and the whole scene of confusion ended, 
as miglit be expected, in the apater misfortune of Lord 
Bute's appointment to the governorship— an appoint* 
meat which gave a form and colour to all the popular 
discontents, alarmed the |)ublic friendaof the con- 
stitution, furnished an unfailing fount at which every 
national disturber might replenish his eloquence, and 
for many years enfeebled the attacl^ent of th^ 
empire to a king whose first object was the good of . 
his people. 

A new establishment of tutors was now to be 
foimed for the Prince of Wales. It bore tfttrikine 

' ~ pe of haste ; for Lord Bruce, who was placed 

drioaigned within a few days. Some ridi- 

^TDwn on this rapid secession; by thi»^^ 



^ 'J^ /. 
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Story that the yaangppnce had thought proper 
inquire into his lordship's attainments, and findii 
that the pupil kneyir more of classics than the mastc 
had exhibited tlie very reverse of courtiership c 
the occasion. Lord Bruce was succeeded by th< 
Duke of Montague ; with Hurd, Bishop of Litchfield 
and the Reverend Mr. Amaid, as preceptor and 8ul>] 
preceptor. , 

The choice of the preceptors was harmless. Hurd 
was a man of feeble character, but of scholarship 
sufficient for the purpose. He contributed nothing 
to his profession but some '' Sennons,*' long since 
past away; and nothing to general literature but 
some '' Letters on Chivalry," equally superseded by 
the larger research and manlier disquisition of our 
time. It had been his fortune to meet in early life 
with Warburton, and to be borne iip into pubUcity by 
the strength of that singularly forcible, but unruly and 
paradoxical mind. But Hurd had neither inclination 
nor power for the region of the storms. When War- 
burton died, his wing drooped, and he rapidly sank 
mto the literary tranquillity which, to a man of talents, 
is a dereliction of his pubUc duty ; but to a man sti- 
mulated against his nature into fame, is policy, if not 
wisdom. 

Amald was the princ||9 tutor in science. He had 
been senior wrangler atTambridge, an honour whieh 
he had torn from Law, the friend of Paley, and 
brother of the late Lord Ellenborough. It is a cu- 
rious instance of the impression that trifles will make, 
where they are not superseded by the vigorous and 
useful necessities of active life, to find:lhe defeated 
student making a topic of his college overthrow to 
the last hour of his being. Not even Law's elevation 
to the opulent Irish bishopric pf Elphin could make 
him forget or forgive the evil done at Cambridge to his 
budding celebrity. To the last he complained th%t the 
laurel had not fallen on the right head, that some unac- 
countable partiality had suddenly veiled the majestic 
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justice of Alma Mater, and that he must perish with- 
out adding the solid glories of the wranglership to 
the airy enjoyments of the peerage and ten thousand 
pounds a-year. 

Lord North's spirit was peace, though plunged in 
perpetual quarrel at home and abroad, in the palace, 
m parliament, with the people, with the old world, 
and with the new. On this occasion he softened the 
irritation of the exiled governors and tutors by lavish 
preferment. The marquis of Carmarthen, married 
to Lord Holdemesse's daughter, obtained the appoint- 
ment, valuable to his habits, of Lord of the Bed- 
charober ; Markham was made Archbishop of York ; 
and Cyril Jackson received the rich preferment of 
the deanery of Christ Church. Even Lord Bruce's 
classical pangs were balmed by the earldom of Ayles- 
bury, an old object of his ambition. 

The name of Cyril Jackson still floats in that great 
limbo of dreams, college remembrance. He was 
Dean of Christ Church during twenty-six years, and 
fulfilled ihe duties of his station, so far as superintend- 
ence was concerned. In this period he refused the 
Irish primacy — a refusal which was idly blazoned at 
the time as an act of more than Roman virtue. But 
heroic self-denial is rare among men ; and Jackson 
had obvious reasons for declming the distinction. 
His income was large, his labour light, and his time 
of life too far advanced to make change easy or dig- 
nified. 

Preferment in Ireland, too, is seldom a strong 
temptation to the opulent part of the English clergy. 
The remoleness from all their customary associations, 
and the perplexity of mingling among a new people, 
with new habits, and those not seldom hostile to the 
churchman, naturally repel the man of advanced life. 
The probability of being speedily forgotten by the 
gnsat distributors of ecclesiastical patronage makes 
Lttih preferment equally obnoxious to the younger 
Wtgy who have any hopes at home. Swift's cor- 
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respondence is a continual complaint of the misfor- 
tune of having the clmnnel between him and the life 
he loved ; and his language has been echoed bv almost 
every ecclesiastic wno has suffered his English inte- 
rest to be expended in Irish promotion. 

If Swift at length aba^idoned his complaints, it was 
only for revenge. He cured his personal querulous* 
. ness by turning it into national disaff'ection. Gifted 
with extraordinary powers of inflaming the popular 
mind, he resolved to show the British government 
the error which they had committed in sending him 
into what he to the last hour of his life called '^ his 
banishment." In the fierce recollections and national 
misery of Ireland, then covered with the unhealed 
wounds of the civil war, and furious with confisca* 
tions and party rag^, Swift found the congenial 
armory for the full triumph of iml)itter^d genius* 
His sense of ministerial insult was balmed by being 
expanded into hatred to the English name. Despair- 
ing of court favour, his daring and unprincipled spirit 
made occupationforitself in mob patriotism. Swift's 
was the true principle for a great demagogue. From 
the time of his first drawing the sword he showed 
no wavering, no inclination to sheath it, no faint* 
hearted tendency to make terms with tlie enemy. 
He shook off the dust of his feet against the gates 
of England, and once excluded, never deigned to 
approach them again, but to call down the fires of 
popular hatred upon their battlements. Even at this 
distance of tune, and with the deepest condemnation 
of Swift's abuse of his talents, it is difficult to look 
upon him without the reluctant admiration given to 
singular ability, and inflexible and inexorable re8olye« 
let the <;ause be what it may. For good or evil he 
stood completely between the |;overnment and the 
nation. Trie shadow of tliis insolent and daring 
dictator extinguished the light of every measure of 
British benevolence, or transmitted it to the people 
distorted, and in colours of tyranny and blood : and 
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anqiiestionably, if popular idolatry could repay a 
human heart for this perpetual paroxysm of reveng;e, 
no idol ever enjoyed a thicker cloud of popular 
incense. Swift was the virtual viceroy, in whose 
presence the English representative of the monarch 
dwindled down into acipher. And this extraordinary 
soperiority wa9 not a mere passing caprice of for* 
tune. Among a people memorable for tne giddiness 
of their public attachments, his popularity continued 
unshaken through hfe. To the last he enjoyed his 
eriminai indulgence in thwarting the British ffovem« 
ment ; exulted in filling with his own gall the bosoms 
of the generous, yet rash and inflammable race, 
whom he alternately insulted and flattered, but whom* 
ki the midst of his paneg3nics, he scorned ; libelled 
the throne, while he bore the sentence of court exile 
as the keenest suffering of his nature ; solaced his 
last interval of reason by an epitaph, which was a 
Hbel on the human species ; and died, revenging his 
imaginary wrongs, by bequeathing to the peopls 
a fierce and stiU unexpired inheritance of hatred 
against the laws, the institutions, and the name oi 
England. 
Jackson, in 1609, finding ag:e coming heavy upon 
' him, resigned his deanery at sixty-four, and then had 
the merit, which deserves to be acknowledged, of 
feeling that there. is a time for all things, and that 
man should interpose some space between public life 
and the grave. Refusing a bishopric, offered to him 
by his former pupil, the Prince Eegent, the old man 
wisely and decorously retired to prepare himself for 
the great change. He lived ten years longer, chiefly 
in the village of Felpham, in Sussex, amusing himself 
by occasional visits to his old friends in London, or 
to the prince at Brighton, by whom he was always 
received with scarcely less than filial respect ; and 
then returning to his obscure, but amiable and meri- 
torious life of study, chanty, and prayer. He died 
of a brief illness in 1819. 
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OHAFTER IV. 

The Prince's EetMUhmenL 

The lavish distribution of patronage among the 
successive tutors and servants of the prince excited 
some angrv remark, and much ridicule, at the time. 
But the minister rapidly overwhelmed this topic of 
pidt>iic irritation by supplying the empire with injuries 
on a larger scale. North^s propensity to govern by 
favours was the weakness of nis nature; and this 
weakness was soon urged into a diseased prodigality 
by the trials of his government. 

America had Just taken the bold step of declaring' 
her independence;* France was almost openly pre- 
paring for war. Every lurking bitterness of fancied 
wrong, or hopeless rivalry, throughout Europe, was 
starting into sudden life at the summons of America. 
The beacon burning on the American shores wan re« 
fleeted across the Atlantic, and answered by a simi* 
|ar blaze in every comer of the continent. Even 
a|t home, rebellion seemed to be rising, scarcely less 
in the measured hostility of the great English par- 
jties, than in the haughty defiance and splendid me- 
nace of Ireland, then half*phirensied with a sense of 
young vigour, and glittering in her first mail. 

Lord North was now at the head of the 'nreasury, 
«nd on him rested the whole weight of the British 
administration; a burden too heavy for the powers 
of any one man, and in this instance less solicited 
by his own ambition than urffed i^x)^ him by the 
Toyal command. The king« abandoned by the i)uke 
^f 6rafton« insulted by Chatham* tyrannised over 
lay the great part^ of the nolnhty, and harassed by 
the perpetual imtation of the people, had isoon felt 
' ^e severe tenure of authority ; ana there were times 
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when, in mingled scorn and indignation, he was said 
to have thoognt of laying down the galling circle of 
sn English crown, and retiring to Hanover. In this 
emergency his choice had fallen upon North, a man 
of rank, of parliamentary experience, and probably 
of the full measure of zeal for the public service, 
consistent with a personal career essentially of cau- 
tion, suspicion, and struggle ;— but of undoubted re- 
spect for his royal master, and layal attachment to ihe 
throne. 

North had been all but bom in the legislature, and 
an his efforts had been early directed to legislatorial 
distinction. *^ Here comes blubbering North,*' was 
the observation of some official person to George 
Grenville, as they saw the future premier in the 
Park, evidently in de^ study. •* I'll be hanged if 
he's not getting some harangue by heart for the 
House." He added, ^ that he was so dull a dog, 
that it could be nothings of his own." The latter re- 
mark, however, Grenville more sagaciously repelled, 
by giving tribute to North's parliamentary qualities^ 
and sayin?, that, " If he laboured with his customary 
diligence, he might one day lead the councils of the 
country." But the injurious yet natural result of 
North's official education was, his. conceiving that 
the empire must be prosperous so long as the minis- 
ter was secure, and that the grand secret of human 
government was a majority. 

At a distance of time, in which the clouds that 
then covered public affairs with utter mystery have 
melted away, we can discover that the minister, with 
all his intrepidity, would sladly have taken refuge 
under any protection from the storm that was already 
announcing itself, as if by thunderclaps, round the 
whole national horizon. But the competitors for his 
power were too certain of possession to suffer him 
to take shelter among them ; and his only altema- * 
4ive was to resign his place, or make a desperate use 
of the prerogative. Whatever may be the virtue of 
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later ministers, the temptation would have been irre- 
sistible by any administration of the la^ century ; 
and we can scarcely blame North, so much as hu- 
man nature in his day, if he embraced the evil oppor* 
tunity in all its plenitude. 

Ten peers at once were called up to the English 
house. But it was in Ireland, a country then as 
much famed for the rapid production of patriotism 
and its rapid conversion to official zeal, as now for 
the more tangible product of sheep and oxen ; where 
the perpetual defalcation of revenue was proudly- 
overpaid by the perpetual surplusage of orators ready 
to defend the right at all hazards and all salaries, 
and rally round government to its last shilling, — it 
was in Ireland, where the remoteness of the Trea- 
sury table seems never to have dulled the appetite of 
the guests for the banquet, that the minister dazzled 
the eyes of opposition at home, by the display of his 
unchecked munificence. 

One day, the 2d of July, 17T7, saw the Irish peer- 
age reinforced by eighteen new barons, seven barons 
further secured by ^ing created viscounts, and five 
viscounts advanced to earldoms! Against the 
wielder of patronage like this, what party fidelity 
could stand 1 There never had been such a brevet 
in Ireland: and every man suddenly discovered the 
unrighteousness of resistance to a minister so gifted 
with wisdom, and the privilege of dispensing favours* 
The fountain of honour had often before flowed co- 
piously in ministerial emergencies ; but now, as one 
of the Irish orators said on a similar occasion, in the 
curious pleasantry of his country, " It flowed forth 
as freely, spontaneously, and abundantly as Holy- 
well, in Wales, which turns so many mills." It fairly 
washed Irish opposition away. In England it 
softened even the more stubborn material of opposi- 
tion to an extraordinary degree of plasticity. In the 
midst of popular outcry, the increase of public ex- 
penses, and disastrous news f^-om America, Uie ^d» 
^rpijs was carried bv a maioritv of three to one. 
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Bat a more powerful and inflexible antagonist than 
political partisanship soon rose against this feeble 
system of expedients ; public misfortune was against 
the ministry. The American revolt had rapidly 
grown from a scorned insurrection into a recognised 
war; Washington's triumphs oyer the ignorance of 
a succession of generals, who should never have been 
trusted out of sight of Hyde Park, legitimated rebel- 
lion; and popular indignation at unexpected defeat 
turned round and revenged itself on4ihe premier. In 
this emerg^icy, North unioubtedly exhibited pow- 
ers which surprised and often baffled his parliamen- 
tary assailants. If fancy and facetiousness could have 
sustained an administration, his might have tri- 
umphed, for no man ever tossed those lisfht shafts 
with more pungent dexterity. But his hour was 
come. Every wind that blew from America brought 
with it evil tidings for the minister. Opposition, pa- 
ralyzed by its first defeats, now started up into sud- 
den boldness. Every new disaster of the cabinet re- 
cruited the ranks of its enemies. There was trea- 
chery too within the camp. Every man who had 
any thing to lose provided for the future by abandon- 
ing the falling cause. Every man who had any 
thing to gain established his claim by more open hos- 
tility. The king alone stood firm. At length, worn 
out by this perpetual assault, North solicited leave to 
resign, left his power to be fought for by the parties 
that instantly sprang out of opposition; and, after 
one more grasp at office, whicn showed only how 
ineradicable the love of power is in the human heart, 
retired-oto make apologues on political oblivion, and, 
like a sage of Indiaoi fable, tell children that the world 
was governed by sugar-plums, and that the sugar- 
plums were always forgotten when their distributor 
had no more to give. 

On the first of Japuary, 1781, the prince, though 
but little more than eighteen, had been declared of 
iige« on the old ground that the heir-apparent knows 

« See Note IL-Piw 419. 
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no minority. A separate establishment, on a sizislI 
scale, was assigned to him, and he was, for the first 
time, allowed to feel that the domestic discipline ol 
Kew was about to be exchanged for the liberty stiitJ 
able to his age and station. The measure was l>e^ 
ginning to form an angry topic; but it was acoi^ 
dentally extinguished by another which is given, sl^ 
having attracted the whole curiosity of the time. 

This topic was the seizure of De la Motte, a Freacli 
spy, of remarkable adroitness and some personal dis- 
tinction. De la Motte had been a colonel in tlie 
French regipient of Soubise, and behaved with ga.l» 
lantry on several occasions in the preceding waj*. 
On the peace, his regiment was reduced ; but a con- 
siderable estate falling to/him, with the title of baron, 
he flourished for a while in Paris. Play, at lengtli, 
broke down his resources ; and, at once to evade his 
creditors and to profit by the gaming propensities of 
this country, he fixed himself in London ; where, on. 
the breaking out of the American war, he yielded to 
the temptation of acting as a private agent to the 
French ministry. An intercourse was soon esta-> 
blished with a clerk in the navy department, through, 
one Lutterloh, a German. TMs person figured as a. 
country gentle man, of no slight importance. He took , 
a villa at Wickham, near Portsmouth, to be on the 
spot for intelligence of the fleets : he lived showily, 
even kept a pack of hounds, and gave entertainments, 
by which he ingratiated himself with the resident 
gentry and officers, and was considered a prodigious 
acquisition to the hilarity and companionship of the 
country. De la Motte remained in London, attract- 
ing no attention, but busily employed in forwarding 
the information received from his confederate ; until 
ifull information of his treason reached government^ 
a messenger was despatched for him, who found him 
tranquilly studying at his lodgings in Bond Street, 
and conveyed him to the secretary of state's office, 
then in Cleveland Row. He was evidently taken by 
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rarprUie, for he bad bis principal papers about his 
person, and could find no better way to get rid of 
them than by dropping them on the stairs of the of* 
fice. They were of course immediately secured, and 
given to the secretary, Lord Hillsborough. His dili- 
gence as a spy was sufficiently proved by their value. 
They contained particular lists of all matters relating 
to the British dock-yards, the force and state of every 
ship^ with their complements of men at the time of 
their sailing; and his accuracy was urged so far as 
even to details of the number of seamen in the va- 
rious naval hospitals. 

An order was now issued for Lutterloh's appre- 
hension. He was found following the usual easy 
pursuits of his life, with his hunters and pack wait- 
mg for him, and his boots ready to be drawn on. 
The messengers prohibited his hunting for that day, 
and ordered him to deliver the keys of his desks, 
where thev found but money, cash and bills for 300/. ; 
but on looking more carefully at the billss they per- 
ceived that tl^ey were all drawn payable to the same 
person, and dated on the same day, with those of 
the baron. Lutterloh now felt that he was undone, 
and offered to make a general disclosure of the trea- 
son. His garden was dug up, and a packet of papers 
was produced in his handwriting, the counterparts 
of those already seized on De la Motte. He ac- 
knowledged his employment by the French minis- 
try, at the rate of fifty guineas a month ; and pointed 
out the inferior agents. Ryder, the clerk, who had 
furnished the principal intelligence, was next arrest- 
ed : this was the blackest traitor of them all ; for he was 
in the receipt of a pension of 2002. a-year, a consi- 
derable sum at that period, for services rendered in 
sounding the enemy's coasts, and had been put into 
an office in the navy at Plymouth, where he was 
employed by the Admiralty in contriving signals, 
which signals, it appears, he immediately com- 
municated to the en^my. The last link was detected 

Digitized by Google 



86 oBosoi THE romiTH. [1781 

in the conreyiinceTB of the intelligence across the 
channel, Rougier, a Frenchman^ and his mistress, hy 
whom the letters were despatched by waj of Mar* 
gate and Ostend. 

This affair derived a peculiar public interest from 
the rumour that high names were behind the cur* 
tain, which the attorhej-general's speech was deemed 
to substantiate, by his dwelling strongly upon the 
** very great and dangerous tenths" to which De la 
Motte's money and connexions enabled him to go. 
The attorney and solicitor-generals were employed 
by government, and the celebrated Dunniii^^ was 
counsel for the prisoner. The confession of Cutter- 
loh certainly showed an extraordinary command of 
information. He had been first emplo]^ed by De la 
Motte, in 1778, to furnish the French ministers with 
secret intelligence of matters relating to the naTy« 
His first allowance for this was trivialr-but eignt 
guineas a month. But his information had soon be- 
come so valuable, that his allowance was raised to 
fifty guineas a month, besides occasional presents of 
money. He had been in Paris, and held conferences 
with De Sartine, the French naval minister. There 
he had struck a bold bargain, not simply for the 
casual returns of ships and dock-yards, but for whole 
fleets, offering a plan for the capture of Commodore 
Johnson's squadron, on condition of Ms receiving 
eight thousand guineas, and a third of the value of 
the ships for himself and his associates. But the 
bargain was thrown up by the economy of the 
Frenchman, who hesitated at giving more than an 
eighth of the ships ! Offended by this want of due 
liberality in his old employers, he sought out new, 
and had offered a plan to Sir Hugh Palliser for 
taking the French fleet. Dumiing's cross-examina- 
tion of tliis villain was carried on with an indignant 
causticity which was long reckoned among Ms finest 
efforts. He tore the approver's charactet in pieces, 
but he could not shake his evidence. At leiigth 
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Dunning himself gave way ; he became exhausted 
with disgust and disdain : broke away from the 
court, and was taken home overpowered and seri- 
ously ill. 

Lutterloh was one of those specimens of desperate 
principle, restless activi^, and perpetual adventure. 
Which might have figured in romance. He had tried 
almost every situation of hfe, from the lowest ; he 
had been in various trades, and roved between 
France, England, and America, wherever there was 
money to he made by cunning or personal hazard. 
From the book-kee^ of a Portsmouth inn, he had 
started into a projector of war; had offered his 
agency to the revolted colonies ; and as their chief 
want, in the early period of the strugde, was arms, 
he Imd gone to America with a plan mr purchasing 
the arms in the magazines of the minor German 
states. The plan was discountenanced by Congress, 
and he returned to Europe, to engage in the secret 
agency of FrancCi through the medium of De la 
Motte. 

RadcMe,a smuggler, who had a vessel constantly 
running to Boulogne, was the chief carrier of the 
correspondence. Hispay was 20/. atrip. Rougier, 
the carrier to Radclifle, received eight guineas a 
month. 

Yet it is a striking instance of the blind security 
in which the most crafty may be involved, and of 
the impossibility of relymgon traitors, that De la 
Motte's whole correspondence had for a long time 
passed through the hands of the English secretary 
of state himself; the letters being handed by Rao- 
cliffe to a government cleric, who transmitted them to 
Lord Hillsborough, by whom again, after having 
taken copies of them, they were forwarded to their 
original destination ; and, thus anticipated, had un- 
doubtedly the effect of seriously misleading the 
flench ministry. De la Motte was executed. 

As the Prince was now to take his place in the 
O 
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legislaturet arrangements were commenced for sup- 
plying him with an income. The times were hostile 
to royal expenditure, and the king, for the double 
reason of avoiding any unnecessary increase to the 
pubhc burdens, and of discouraging those propen- 
sities wluch he probably conjectured in the prince, 
demanded but 50,0001. a year, to be paid out of the 
civil list. The proposition was strongly debated in 
the cabinet, loag given down to scorn by the name of 
the Coalition Cabinet, and Fox insisted on making 
the grant 100,000Z. a year. But his majesty was 
firm, and the ministry were forced to be content with 
adding 40,000/. and a complimentary message, to the 
60,OO0Z. for outfit proposed by the king. 

The Duke of Portland, on the 23d of June, brought 
down the following message to the lords. 

" G. R. His majesty, having taken into considera- 
tion the propriety of making an immediate and se- 
parate establishment for his dearly beloved son, the 
Prince of Wales, relies on the experience, zeal, and 
affection of the house of lords, for their concurrence 
in, and support of, such measures as shall be most pro- 
per to assist his majesty in this design.'* 

The question was carried without a dissentingr 
voice in the lords ; and the commons voted the sumsr 
of 50,000/. for income, and 100,000/. for the outfit of 
the P rince's household. Now fully began his check- 
ered career. 

There are no faults that we discover with more 
proverbial rapidity than the faults of others; and 
none that generate a more vindictive spirit of virtue, 
a^nd are softened down by fewer attempts at palUa- 
tion, than the faults of princes in the grave. Yet, 
without justice, history is but a more solemn libel ; and 
no justice can be done to the memory of any pubUe 
personage without considering the peculiar circum- 
stances of his time. 

The close of the American war was the com- 
mencement of the most extraordinary period of 
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modem Europe : all England, all France, the' whole 
continent, were in a state of the most powerful excite- 
ment : England, rejoicing at the cessation of hostili- 
ties, long unpopular and galling to the pride of a 
ceuBtry accustomed to conquer; yet with the stain of 
transatlantic defeat splendidly effaced by her tri- 
umph at Gibraltar, and the proof given in that memo- 
rable siege of the unimpaired energies of her naval 
and military power, — France, vain of her fatal suc- 
cess, and exulting in the twofold triumph of wrest- 
ing America from England,* and raising up a new 
rival for the sovereignty of the seas, — ^the continental 
states, habitually obeying the impulses of the two 
ffreat movers of the world, England and France, and 
feeling the return of life in the new activity of all 
interests, public, personal, and commercial. But a 
deeper and fearful influence was at work, invisibly, 
but resistlessly,. inflaming this feverish vividness of 
the European mind. 

The story of the French Revolution is still to be 
told ; and the man by whom that tale of grandeur and 
atrocity is told, will bequeath the most appalling les- 
son ever given to the tardy wisdom of nations. 
But the first working of the principle of ruin In 
France was brilliant ; it spread a universal anima- 
tion through the frame of foreign society. All was 
a hectic flush of vivacity. Like the Sicilian land- 
scape, the gathering fires of the volcano were first 
felt in the singular luxuriance and fertility of the soil. 
Of aU stimulants, political ambition lays the strong- 
est hold on the sensibilities of man. The revolu- 
tionary doctrines, ^till, covered with the graceful 
robes of patriotism and philosophy, seemed to have 
led the whole population of France into enchanted 
ground. Every hour had its new accession of light ; 
every new step displayed its new wonder. Court 
formality — ^hereditary privilege — the solemnity of 
the altar— all that had hitherto stood an obstacle to 
tiae fall indulgence of natural impulses, all the ngid 

• See Note m.— Pa^« 4X3. 
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and stately barriers established by the wisdom of 
dder times against popular passion, were seen sud- 
denly to shrill and fade away before the approach 
of the new regeneration, like mists before the sun- 
beams. The listless life of the man of rank was sud- 
denly supplied with an excitement that kindled all 
the latent activities of his nature ; the man of study 
found, with delight, his solitary speculation assum- 
ing a Ufe and substantial shape before his eye, and the 
long arrears of fortune about to be paid in public 
fame and power ; the lower classes listened with 
fierce avidity to the declaration, that the time was at 
hand for enjoying their share of that opulent and 
glittering world on which they had hitherto gazed, 
with as little hope of reaching it as t^e firmament 
above their heads. 

Thus was prepared the Revolutron. Thus was 
laid under the foundation of the throne a deadly 
compound of real and fantastic injury, of offended 
virtue and imbittered vice, of the honest zeal of ge- 
neral good^ and the desperate determination to put all 
to hazard for individual license, rapine, and revenge^ 
•— <a mighty deposite and magazine of explosion, loa^ 
visible to the eyes of Europe, invisible to the French 
government alone, and which only waited' the first 
touch of the incendiary to scatter the monarchy in 
fragments round the world. 

" Philosophy" was the grand leader in this pro* 
gress of crime ; and it is a striking coincidence, that 
at this period its title to national homage should have 
been, as if by an angry destiny, suffered to aid its popu- 
lar ambition. Europe never teemed with more illus- 
trious discoveries ; the whole range of the sciences, 
from the simplest application of human ingenuity up 
to the most sublime trials of the intellect, found 
enthusiastic and successful votaries : the whole cir- 
cle was a circle of living fame. The French philo* 
fiophers collected the contributions of all Europe, 
find, by imbodying them in one magnificent work. 
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claimed for themselves the peculiar guardianship and 
supremacy of human genius. Law, policy, and reli- 
gion had long possessed their codes: the French 
philosoj^ers hoasted that in the "Encyclopedic" 
they had first ^ven the code of science. With all 
our hatred of the evil purposes of Diderot and 
D' Alembert, and all our present scorn of the delusions 
vyhich their fierce malignity was devised to inflict 
upon mankind, it is impossihle to look upon their 
labours without wonder. France had within a few 
years outstripped all competition in the higher 
branches of mathematical learning, a pursuit emi- 
nently fitted to the fine subtlety of the national ge- 
nius: but she now invaded the more stubborn pre- 
cincts of English and German research ; seized upon 
chymistry and natural history; and, by the success 
of Lavoisier and Bufibn, gave science a new and 
eloquent power of appeal to the reason and imagi- 
nation of man. 

A multitude of minor triumphs, in the various pro- 
vinces of invention, sustained the general glow of 
the scientific world; but all were to be extinguished, 
or rather raised into new lustre, by three almost con- 
temporaneous discoveries, which to this hour excite 
astonishment, and which at some future time, decreed 
for the sudden advancement of the human mind to 
its full capacity of knowledge, may be among the 
noblest instruments of our mastery of nature. 
Those three were, Franklm's conductors, Montgol- 
fier's balloon, and Herschel's Georgium Sidus. Never 
was there an invention so completely adapted to 
inflame the most fantastic spirit of a fantastic people 
as the balloon. It absolutely crazed all France — 
king, philosophers, and populace. The palpable 
powers of this fine machine, its beauty as an object^ 
the theatrical nature of the spectacle presented at the 
ascents, the brilliant temerity of the aerial naviga- 
tors, soliciting the perils of an untried element, and 
rising to make the conquest of an unexplored region 
D3 
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in a floating ** argosie** of silk and gold, rich as the 
pavilions of a Persian king, filled the quick fancy of 
France with dreams* A march to the moon, or a 
fiettlement among the stars, was scaurcely too high 
for the national hope. The secrets of the atmos- 
phere were only lingering for French discovery ; but 
the immediate propagation of the French name and 
power through the earth waB regarded less as a pro- 
bable achievement than as an inevitable result of this 
most dazzling of all inventions.* 

Among the innumerable observations to which 
those discoveries gave rise, it was remarked that 
there was something of curious appropriateness in 
their respective countries. — That the young audacity 
of America claimed the seizure of the li^tning ; a 
fientiment not forgotten in Franklin's motto : 

"Eiipnit ealo ftilmen, aoeptmmque tyrannis." 

That the balloon was an emblem of the showy vola- 
tility and ambitious restlessness of France ;— while 
the discovery of a new planet, the revelation of a 
new throne of brightness and beauty in the firma- 
ment, was not unsuited to the solemn thought and 
religious dignity of the people of England. 

But to England was given the substantial triumph : 
Cook's southern discoveries were made in this era ; 
and the nation justly hailed them, less as cheering 
proofs of British intelligence and enterprise, than as 
a great providential donative of empire— dominion 
over realms without limit, and nations without num- 
ber, — a new and superb portion of the universe, un- 
veiled by science, and g^ven into the tutelar hand of 

* The topic snpeneded all others for the time. The answer of one 
4>f the citymembers to Lord Mansfield was a long-standing jest against 
the city. Tne earl, meeting him immediately on his r^tam fh>m France, 
«8ked, <' Was the AngUmtanie as prevalent as ever V The honest citl 
sen not<iocognLsing the word, and conceiving that Fhmoe ooold fhmisb 
4>Bt one (heme, answered, " that Anglomanias were to be seen every day 
An some part of Patls. wd tliat he.had seen a pipdlgious.Qiie go up <m tb» 
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tDe British people, /or the propagation of British arts 
tnd arms through the world, and for an eternal repo- 
ntory of our laws, our literature, and our religion. 

The peace of 1782 threw open the continent ; and 
it was scarcely proclaimed, when France was 
crowded with the English nobility. Versailles t^'OS 
the centre of all that was siunptuous in Europe. 
The graces of the young queen, then in the pride of 
youth and beauty ; the pomp of the royal family and 
the noblesse ; and the costliness of the fgtes and 
celebrations, for which France has been always fa- 
mous, rendered the court the dictator of manners, 
morals, and politics, to all the higher ranks of the 
civilized world. But the Revolution was now has- 
tening with the strides of a giant upon France ; the 
torch was already waving over the chambers of this 
morind and guilty luxury. The corrective was ter- 
rible : history has no more stinging retrospect than the 
contrast of that brilliant time with the days of shame 
and agony that followed — ^the untimely fate of beauty, 
birth, and heroism, — ^the more than serpent-brood 
that started up in the path which France once 
emulously covered with flowers for the step of her 
rolers, — the hideous suspense of the dungeon, — the 
heart-broken farewell to life and royalty upon the 
scaffold. But France was the grand corrupter ; and 
its supremacy must in a few years have spread incu- 
rable disease through the moral frame of Europe. 

The Englishmen of rank brought back with them 
its dissipation and its infidelity. The immediate cir- 
cle of the English court was clear. The grave vir- 
tue of the king held the courtiers in awe : and the 
4n]een, with a pious wisdom for which her name 
ffliould long be held in honour, indignantly repulsed 
every attempt of female levity to approach her pre- 
sence. But beyond this sacred circle the influence 
of foreign association was felt through every class 
of society. The great body of the writers of Eng*' 
land, the men of whom the indiscretions of tbB 
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higher ranks stand most in awe, had become less the 
guardians than the seducers of the public mind. 
The " Encyclopedic," the code of rebellion and irre- 
ligion still more than of science, had enhsted the 
majority in open scorn of all that -the heart should 
practise or the head revere ; and the Parisian athe- 
ists scarcely exceeded the truth, when they boasted 
of erecting a temple that was to be frequented by 
worshippers of every tongue. A cosmopolite infidel 
republic of letters was already hfting its front above 
the old sovereignties, gathering under its baimers a 
race of mankind new to public struggle,— ^the whole 
secluded, yet jealous and vexed race of labourers in 
the intellectual field, — and summoning them to devote 
their most unexhausted vigour and mascuUne ambi- 
tion to the service of a sovereign, at whose right and 
left, like the urns of Homer's Jove, stood the golden 
founts of glory. London was becoming Paris in all 
but the name. There never was a period when the 
tone of our society was more polished, more ani- 
mated, or more comipt. Gaming, horse-racing, and 
still deeper deviations from the right rule of life, 
were looked upon as the natural embellishments of 
rank and fortune. Private theatricals, one of the 
most dexterous and assured expedients to extinguish, 
first the deUcacy of woman, and then her virtue, were 
the favourite indulgence ; and, by an outrage to Eng- 
lish decorum, which completed the likeness to 
France, women were beginning to mingle in public 
life, try their influence in party, and entangle their 
feebleness in the absurdities and abominations of 
political intrigue. In the midst of this luxurious pe- 
riod the Prince of Wales commenced his public ca- 
reer. His rank alone would have secured Mm flat- 
terers ; but he had higher titles to homage. He was 
then one of the handsomest men in Europe; his 
countenance open and manly; his figure tall, and 
strikingly proportioned ; his address remarkable for 
easy elegance, and his whole air smgulaily noble. 
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His contemporarieB still describe him as the model 
of a man of fashion, and amusingly lament over the 
degeneracy of an age which no longer produces snch 
men. 

But he possessed qualities which miffht have atoned 
for a less attraetiye exterior, tie spoke the principal 
modem langiiages with sufficient skill; he was a 
tasteful musician; his acquaintance with English 
literature was, in early life, unusually accurate and 
extensive; Markham*s discipline, and Jackson's 
scholarship, had given him a large portion of classi- 
cal knowledge ; and nature had given him the more 
important public talent of speaking with fluency, 
dignity, and vigour. 

Admiration was the right of such qualities, and 
we can feel no surprise if it were lavishly offered by 
t>oth sexes. But it has been strongly asserted, that 
the temptations of flattery and pleasure were thrown 
in his way for other objects than those of the hour; 
that his wanderings were watched by the eyes of 
politicians ; and that every step which plunged him 
deeper into pecuniary embarrassment was triumphed 
in, as separating him more widely from his natural 
connexions, and compelling him m his helplessness 
to throw himself into the arms of factions alike hostile 
to his character and his throna. 



CHAPTER V. 

The Princess BmharrcLsmients. 

In 1787, the state of the prince's income began to 
excite the anxious attention of parliament and the 
country. The allowance given three years before 
had been found totally inadequate to his expenditure. 
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and there was at length no resource but to apply to 
the nation. 

On the original proposal of 50,000^. a-year, the 
" prince's friends," for he had already found political 
protectors, had strenuously protested against the 
narrowness of the sum. But the prince decorously 
reprehended their zeal, and declared his readiness 
to submit entirely to the will of his fatlier, and his 
extreme reluctance to be the cause of any misunder- 
standing between the king and his ministers. 

Yet a short experience showed that the income 
was altogether inadequate to the expenses of Carl- 
ton House. The prince was now upwards of 150,000/. 
in debt. His creditors, perhaps in some degree 
alarmed by the notorious alienation of the court, 
had begun suddenly to press for pa3rment. The 
topic became painfully public ; the king was applied 
to, and by his command a full statement was laid be- 
fore him. But the result was a direct refusal to 
interfere, formally conveyed through the ministers. 

Family quarrels are proverbial for exhibiting errors 
on both sides ; and even the quarrel on this occasion, 
high as the personages were, made no exception to 
the rule. The prince was treated sternly ; in return, 
the prince acted rashly. The royal indignation might 
have been justly softened by recollecting the inex- 
perience, the almost inevitable associates, and the 
strong temptations of the heir-apparent; and the 
measure ought to have been made an act of favour, 
which was so soon discovered to be an act of neces- 
sity. On the other hand, the prince, impetuously, 
on the day after the royal answer, broke up his 
household, dismissed his officers in attendance, or- 
dered his horses to be sold, shut up every apartment 
of his palace not required for immediate personal 
accommodation, and commenced living the life of a 
hermit, which he called that of a private gentleman; 
his political friends, that of an ancient sage ; and the 
court, that of a young rebel The decided impres- 
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fflon on the king's mind was, that this sudden resolu- 
tion was suggested by individuals whose fiist object 
was to enlist the S3nmpathies of the nation against 
the minister, and who also had no reluctance to see 
the king involved in the disgrace of his cabinet. A 
remarkable incident at this period made the aliena- 
tion palpable to the empire. Margaret Nicholson's 
attempt to assassinate the king,* an attempt which 
failed only from the accidental bending of tiie knife, 
had been immediately commumcated to all the au- 
thorities, and the principal persons connected with 
the royal family, with but one exception. To the 
prince no communication was made. He heard it at 
Brighton, and hastened to Windsor, where he was re- 
ceived by the queen alone. The king was inacces- 
sible. 

But the system of seclusion was too little adapted 
to the great party who had now totally engrossed 
the direction of the prince ; and too repulsive to the 
natural habits of rank and birth, to last long. The 
windows of Carlton House were gradually opened, 
and the deserted halls gave their pomps to the light 
once more. His advisers prompted him to strengthen 
his public influence by private hospitaUty ; and, frwn 
aU the records of those years, we must believe that 
no host possessed more abundantly the charm of 
giving additional zest to the luxuries of the banquet. 
He now began to give frequent entertainments ; from 
personal pleasure, the feeling grew into poUtical in- 
terest ; and it was at length resolved, that the prince 
owed it to his own character to show that he was 
not afraid of public investigation. 

The opening of the budgetf was considered a 
proper time, and the subject was confided to the hands 
of Alderman Newnham, no orator, but a man of mer- 
cantile wealth and personal respectabihty. This 
advocate contented himself, in the first instance, 

* August 3» 1786. t April 90, 1797. 
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With a brief panegyric on the prince's efforts to meet 
his difficulties ; and a demand whether ministers in- 
tended to bring forward any proposition for retriev- 
ing his affairs. 

Concluding with the words, that 'Uhough the 
conduct of that illustrious individual under his diffi' 
culties reflected the highest honour on his charac- 
ter, yet nothing could be surer to brinff indelible 
disgrace upon the nation, than suffering him to re- 
main any longer in his present embaira^sed circum- 
stances." 

Pitt's reply was short but peremptory. " It was 
not his duty to bring forward a subject of the nature 
that had been mentioned, without his majesty's com- 
mands. It was not necessar}V therefore, that he 
should say more, than that on the present occa- 
sion he had not been honoured with any such com- 
mand." 

The campaign was now fairly begun, and opposi- 
tion determmed to crush the minister. Private meet- 
ings were held, friends were summoned, and the 
strength of parties was about to be tried in a shock 
which, in its results, might have shattered the con- 
stitution. Pitt's sagacity saw the coming storm, and 
he faced it with the boldness that formed a promi- 
nent quality of his great character. He sternly de- 
nounced the subject, as one not merely delicate but 
dangerous ; he warned the mover of this hazardous 
matter of the evils which rashness must produce ; 
* and concluded ashort but powerful address, by threat- 
ening to call for ** disclosures which must plunge the 
nation into the most formidable perplexity." While 
the house were listening with keen anxiety to Ais 
lofty menace, and expecting on what head the light- 
nings were to be launched, Pitt renewed the charge, 
by turning full on the opposition bench, and declar- 
ing, that u the '* honourable member should persist 
in his determination to bring his motion forward 
again, his majesty's goveniment would be compdled 
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to take the steps which they should adopt ; and that, 
for his own part, however distressing it might be to 
his personal feelings, from his profound respect for 
the royal family, he had a public duty to discharge 
which he would discharge, freely, fairly, and uncon- 
ditionally." 

A succession of debates followed, in which the 
whole vigour of party, and no slight portion of its 
virulence, were displayed. Rolle, the member for 
Devonshire, with a superabundant zeal, which ex- 
posed him naked to all the fiery wrath of Sheridan 
and Fox, and lifted him up as a general mark for 
the shafts of opposition wit, had imbodied Pitt's 
mysterious charge into " matters by which church , 
and state might be seriously affected,** — an allusi(Hi 
understood to refer to the rumoured marriage of the 
prince with Mrs. Fitzherbert. 

Sheridan, with contemptuous pleasantry, denied 
the truth of the report, which, he said, " the slight 
share of understanding that nature had vouchsafed 
to ulm, was altogether unable to comprehend ; though, 
to be sure, something of his ignorance might be ac- 
counted for by his not being peculiarly fond of put- 
ting himself in the established school for this kind of 
learning. Among all the shows to which curiosity 
had led him in the metropolis, he had unfortunately 
omitted the whispering gallery in the neighbourhood 
of Whitehall. He was also confident that there was 
a great deal of recondite knowledge to be picked up 
by any diligent student who had taken his degree on 
the back-stairSf and he duly commended the prO" 
gress the honourable gentleman had made in those 

Citable studies. For his own part. Heaven help 
! he had always found the treasury passages at 
best, cold, dark, and cheerless ; he believed the con- 
science as well as the body might have a rheumatic 
touch ; and he acknowledged that he i^as never the 
better for the experiment. But where ke had heard only 
the ominous cries and waitings of the wind ; the ears 
£ 
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of Others, more happily disposed, might be more fortu- 
nate ; where he heard only the rage of Auster and 
Eurus, to others Auster might come 'the zephyr 
perfumed from my lady's bedchamber ;' and Eurus 
be the 

— ^'purpureo spirans ab ortn, eois. Euros eqnis.* 

There the honourable gentleman and his friends 
might be regaled with those snatches and silver 
touches of melody, which they shaped and expanded 
into harmonies on so grand and swelling a scale, for 
the admiration of the house and the country." 

The house laughed, but RoUe's remarks had made 
an impression ; and Fqx, who had been unaccounta- 
bly absent from the debates, was compelled to ap- 
pear: he now became the challenger in turn. — " He 
stood there prepared to substantiate every denial that 
had been made by his honourable friend (Sheridan). 
He demanded investigation. He defied the sharpest 
scrutiny, however envenomed by personal feelings, 
to detect in the conduct of the prince, as a gentle- 
man, or as the hope of an illustrious line, any one 
act derogatory to his character. He came armed 
with the immediate authority of his royal highness 
to assure the house, that there was no part of his 
conduct which he was either afraid or unwilling to 
have investigated in the most minute manner." 

This bold defiance, delivered with the haughtiest 
tone and gestmre, raised a tumult of applause ; which 
was interrupted only by his suddenly fixing his eyes 
full on the minister; and, as if he disdained to pour 
his vengeance on minor culprits, heaping the whole 
Reprobation upon him, whom he intimated to be the 
origin of the calumny. 

" As to the allusions," said he, scornfully, " of the 
honourable member for Devon, of danger and so 
forth to church and state, I am not bound to under- 
stand them until he shall make them intelligible ; but 



d by Google 



P87.] THE prince's embarrassments. 61 

I suppose they are meant in reference to that faXu' 
hood which has been so sedulously propagated out of 
doors for the wanton bport of the vulgar, and which 
I now pronounce, by whomsoever invented, to be a 
miserable calumny, a low, malicious falsehood." — 
He had hoped, that in that house a tale, only fit to 
impose upon the lowest persons in the streets, would 
not have gained credit ; but, when it appeared that 
im invention so monstrous, a report of what had not 
the smallest degree of foundation, had been circulated 
with so much industry as to make an impression on 
the mind of members of that house, it proved the 
extraordinary eflforts made by the enemies of his royal 
highness to propagate the grossest and most malig- 
nant falsehoods, with a view to depreciate his charac- 
ter, and injure him in the opinion of the country. 
He was at a loss to imagine what species of party 
could have fabricated so base a calumny. Had there 
existed in the kingdom such a faction as an anti- 
Brunswick faction, to it he should have certainly im- 
puted the invention of so malicious a falsehood ; foi 
ne knew not what other description of men could 
hzYejTelt an interest in first forming and then circulat- 
ing, with more than orrftnary assiduity, a tale in every 
particular so unfounded. His royal highness had au- 
thorized him to declare, that as a peer of parliament 
he was ready, in the other house, to submit to any 
the most pointed questions ; or to afford Ids majesty, 
or his majesiy's ministers, the fullest assurances of 
the utter falsehood of the statement in question, 
which never had, and which common sense must see 
never coul^ have, happened. 

After this pliilippic, to which Pitt listened with the 
utmost composure, but which produced an extraor- 
dinary interest in the house. Fox adverted to the 
original purpose of the application: " Painful and de- 
licate the subject undoubtedly was; but however 
painful it might be, the consequences were attributa^ 
lie solely to those who had it in tlieir power to 
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supersede the necessity of the prince's coming to 
parliament, to relieve him from a situation embar- 
rassing to himself and disgraceful to the country.'' 

This speech may be taken as a specimen of Fox's 
vituperative style,— the reiterated phrases of scorn, 
the daring defiance, and the reckless weight of con- 
tempt and condemnation, which he habitually flung 
upon his adversary. But the full effect can be con- 
ceived only by those who have heard this great 
speaker. His violent action; confused voice, and un- 
gainly form were forgotten, or rather, by one of the 
wonders of eloquence, became portions of his power. 
A strong sincerity seemed to hurry him along : his 
words, always emphatic, seemed to be forced from 
him by the fulness and energy of his feelings ; and 
in the torrent he swept away uie adversaiy. 

This speech decided the question. Rolle still per- 
sisted in his alarms, and still brought down upon him- 
self the declamation of Sheridan and the retorts of 
Fox, who bitterly told him, that " though what he 
had said before was, he thought, sufficient to satisfy 
every candid mind, he was willing still to restate 
and re-explain, and, ifpomble, satisfy the most per^ 
verse." 

The member for Devon at last declared that he 
had spoken only from his affection for the prince ; 
that "he had not said, he was dissatisfied," and 
that he now left the whole matter to the judgment 
of the house. Pitt covered his friend's retreat, 
by a defence of the privileges of speech in the legis- 
lature. 

But such contests were too hazardous to be wisely 

Erovoked again. Misfortune, which in private life, 
as a singular faculty of stripping the sufferer of his 
friends, in public life often gathers the national sym- 
pathy round him* The man who would have been 
left to perish in his cell, brought to the scaffold, is 
followed by the outcry of the multitude. The gene- 
ral voice began to rise against the severity of go- 
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v«imient ; and in a few days after the debate,* the 
prince was informed by the minister, that if the mo- 
tion intended for the next day were withdrawn, every 
thing should be settled to his satisfaction. Accor- 
dingly, Alderman Newnham communicated to the 
house, in which four hundred members were present, 
the intelligence that his motion was now rendered 
unnecessary ; and all was mutual congratulation. 

The ministerial promise was kept ; but kept with 
a full reserve of the royal displeasure. A stem re- 
buke was couched in a message to parhament. 

" G. R. It is with the greatest concern his majesty 
acquaints the house of commons, that from the ac- 
counts which have been laid before his majesty by 
the Prince of Wales, it appears that the prince has 
incurred a debt to a large amount, which, if left to be 
discharged out of liis annual income, would render it 
impossible for him to support an establishment suited 
to his rank and station. 

" Painful as it is at all times to his majesty to pro- 
pose an addition to the many expenses necessarily 
borne by his people, his majesty is induced, from his 
paternal affection to the Prince of Wales, to recur to 
the liberality and attachment of his faithful commons 
for their assistance on an occasion so interesting to 
his majesty's feelings, and to the ease and honour of 
60 distinguished a branch of his royal family. 

" His majesty could not, however, expect or desire 
the assistance of this house, but on a well-grounded 
expectation that the prince will avoid contracting any 
debts in future. 

" With a view to this object, and from an anxious 
desire to remove any possible doubt of the sufficiency 
of the prince's income to support amply the dignity 
of his situation, his majesty has directed the sum of 
10,000/. per annum to be paid out of the civil list, in 
addition to the allowance which his majesty has 
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hitherto given him ; and his majesty has the satis- 
faction to inform the house, that iJie Prince of Wales 
has given his majesty the fullest assurances of his 
determination to confine his future expenses within 
the income, and has also settled a plan for arranging- 
those expenses in the several departments, and for 
fixing an order for pa3anent, under such regulations 
as his majesty trusts will effectually iecure the due 
execution of the prince's intentions. 

" His majesty will direct an estimate to be laid 
before this house of the sum wanting to complete, 
in a proper manner, the work which has been under- 
taken at Carlton House, as soon as the same can be 
prepared with sufiicient accuracy, and recommends 
it to his faithful commons to consider of making* 
some provision for this purpose/' 

This account was shortly after laid on the table. 

Debts. 

Bonds and debts 1S,00(U. 

Pnrcbase of booses 4,000 

Expenses of Carlton House 53,000 

Tradesmen's bUls 90,804 

160,804f. 
Expenditure from JuLy^ 1783, to July, 1786. 

Honsehold, &c 29,276^ 

Privypurse 18,050 

Payments made by Col. Hotbam, parHculars 

delivered in to bis majesty '. 37^203 

Otber extraordinaries 11,406 

93,9302 

Salaries 54,734 

Stables 37,919 

Mr.Robinson's 7,059 

193,6482. 

On the day following the presentation of this pa- 
per, the commons carried up an address to the throne, 
humbly desirinff that his majesty would order 
161,000/. to be issued out of the civil list for the 
payment of the debt, and a sum of 20,000/. for the 
completion of Carlton House. 
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This proceeding: had the usual fate of half mea- 
sures, it palliated the evil only to make it return in 
double force. It showed the king's displeasure, 
without ensuring the prince's retrenchment. The 

giblic clamoured at the necessity for giving away so 
rge a sum of the national money; while the cre- 
ators, whom the sum, large as it was, would but in- 
adequately pay, boldly pronounced themselves de- 
frauded. Whetlier the leaders of the legislature 
were rejoiced or discontented, remained in their own 
bosoms. But Pitt had accomplished the important 
purpose of suppressing for the time a topic which 
might have deeply involved his administration ; and 
Fox's sagacity must have seen in this imperfect 
measure the very foundation on which a popular 
leader would love to erect a grievance. It gave him 
the full use of the prince's injuries for all the pur- 
poses of opposition. Hopeless of future appeal, 
stung by public rebuke, and committed before the 
empire in hostility to the court and the minister, the 
prince was now thrown completely into his hands. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Tlie Prince's Friends. 

There seems to be a law of politics, by which the 
heir of the crown is inevitably opposed to the crown. 
This grew into a proverb in Holland, when the stadt- 
holderate had become hereditary; and may have 
found its examples in all countries where the consti- 
tution retains a vestige of freedom. The Mne of the 
CreiJfrges has furnished them for three generations. 
Frederic, Prince of Wales, son of George the Se- 
cond, was in constant opposition to the court, was 
tbe centre of a powerful party, and was even in- 
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volved in personal dispute with the king. There is 
a curious similitude in his life to that of his late ma- 
jesty. — The origin of the alienation was, the old 
"root of all evil," money. The opposition headed 
by Pulteney (the Fox of his day) adopted the 
prince's cause, and moved in parliament for the in- 
crease of his income to 100,000/. The king resented 
equally the demand and the connexion ; and the dis- 
pute was carried on with the natural implacability of 
a family quarrel. — The prince collected the wits 
round him ; the king closeted himself with a few an- 
tiquated and formal nobles. — The prince's residence, 
at Cliefden, in Buckinghamshire, was enlivened by 
pierpetual festivity, balls, banquets, and plays ; among 
which was the mask of Alfred, by Thompson and 
Mallet, written in honour of the Hanover accession, 
with Quin in the part of Alfred. St. James's was a 
royal fortress, in which the king sat guarded from 
the approach of all public gayety. — Frederic, too, 
pushed the minister so closely, that he had no refuge 
but in a reconciliation between the illustrious belli- 
gerants ; and Walpole, perplexed by perpetual de- 
bate, and feeling the ground giving way under him, 
proposed to the prince an addition of 60,^00/. to his 
mcome, and 200,000/. for the discharge of ftia debts. 
But Walpole'fl hour was come; opposition, con- 
scious of his weakness, determined to give him no 
respite. The prince haughtily refused any accom- 
modation while the obnoxious minister was suffered 
to remain in power. Walpole was crushed. The 
prince led opposition into the royal presence ; and 
the spoils of office rewarded them for a struggle 
carried on in utter scorn alike of the king's feelings 
and the national interests, but distinguished by great 
talent, dexterity, and determination. Yet victory 
was fatal to them ; they quarrelled for the spoils, 
and Walpole had his revenge in the disgrace of Pul- 
Xeney for ever. 
On the death of Prince Frederic, the neact heir, 
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Vrince George, became the prize of opposition 
headed by Pitt (Lord Chatham), Lord Temple, and 
the GrenviUes. Leicester House, the residence 
of his mother, again eclipsed St. James's, and the 
Newcastle administration trembled at the popularity 
of this rival court. To withdraw his heir from party, 
the king offered him a residence in St. James's. 
But before the hostility could be matiu-ed into open 
resistance, a stroke of apoplexy put an end to -the 
royal life, placed the prince on the throne, and 
turned the eloquence of opposition into sarcasms 
on Scotch influence, and burlesques on the princess- 
mother's presumed passion for the handsome minister. 

In other lands the king is a despot, and the heir- 
apparent a rebel ; in England the relation is softened, 
and the king is a tory, and the heir-apparent a whig. 
Without uncovering the grave, to bring up things for 
dispute which have lain tUl their slmpe and substance 
are half dissolved away in that great receptacle of 
the follies and arts of mankind, it is obvious that 
there was enough in the contrast of men and parties 
to have allured the young Prince of Wales to the 
side of opposition. 

Almost prohibited, by the rules of the English 
court from bearing any important part in the go* 
vemment ; almost condemned to silence in the legis- 
lature by the custom of the constitution ; almost re- 
stricted, by the etiquette of his binh, from exerting 
himself in any of those pursuits which cheer and 
elevate a manly mind, by the noble consciousness 
that it is of value to its country ; the life of the 
eldest bom of the throne appears condemned to be 
a splendid sinecure. The vsdley of Rasselas, with 
its impassable boundary, and its luxurious and spirit- 
subduing bowers, was but an emblem of princely 
existence; and the moralist is unfit to decide on 
human nature, who, in estimating the career, forgets 
the temptation. 
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It is neither for the purpose of undue praise to 
those who are now gone beyond human opinion, nor 
with the idle zeal of hazarding new conjectures,, 
that the long exclusion of the Prince of Wales from 
public activity is pronounced to have been a signal 
injury to his fair fame. The same mental and 
bodily gifts which were lavished on the listless- 
course of fashionable life, might have assisted the 
councils, or thrown new lustre on the arms, of his coun- 
try; the royal tree, exposed to the free blasts of hea-^ 
ven, might have tossed away those parasite plants 
and weeds which encumbered its growth, and the 
nation might have been proud of its stateliness, and 
loved to shelter in its shade. 

The education of the royal family had been con- 
ducted with so regular and minute an attention, that 
the lapses of the prince's youth excited peculiar dis- 
pleasure in the king. The family disciphne was 
almost that of a public school : their majesties gene- 
rally rose at six, breakfasted at eight with the two 
elder princes, and then summoned the younger chil- 
dren : the several teachers next appeared, and the 
time till dinner was spent in diligent application ta 
languages and the severer kinds of literature, varied 
by lessons in music, drawing, and the other accom- 
plishments. The king was frequently present; the 
queen superintended the younger children, like an 
English mother. The two elder princes laik)ured 
at Greek and Latin with their tutors, and were by 
no means spared in consequence of their rank. 
" How would your majesty wish to have the princes 
treated?" was said to be Markham's inquiry of 
the king. " Like the sons of any private English gen - 
tleman," was the manly and sensible answer. " If 
they deserve it, let them be flogged; do as you used 
to do at Westminster." 

The command was adhered to, and the royal cul- 
prits acquired their learning by the plebeian mode. 



d by Google 



1787.] THE PRINCESS FRIENDS. 69 

The story is told, that on the subsequent change 
3f preceptors, the command having been repeated, 
Amald, or one of his assistants, thought proper to 
inflict a punishment, without taking into due con- 
sideration that the infants whom Markhara had dis- 
ciplined with impunity were now stout boys. How- 
ever, the Prince and the Duke of York held a little 
council on the matter, and organized rebellion to 
the rod : on its next appearance they rushed upon 
the tutor, wrested his weapons from him, and exer- 
cised them with so much activity on his person, that 
the offence was never ventured again. 

Louis the Fourteenth, when, in his intercourse with 
the accomplished society of France, he felt his own 
deficiencies, often upbraided the foolish indulgence 
which had left his youth without instruction; ex- 
claiming, " Was there not birch enough in the forest 
of Fontainebleaul" George the Third was deter- 
mined that no reproach of this nature should rest 
upon his memory ; and probably no private family in 
the empire were educated with more diligence in 
study, more attention to religious observances, and 
more rationsd respect for their duties to society, than 
the children of the throne. 

This course of education is so fully acknowledged 
tliat it has even been made a charge against the good 
sense of that excellent man and monarch ; as stimu- 
lating some of the dissipations of the prince's early 
life by the contrast between undue restraint and sud- 
den liberty. Yet the princes were under no restraint 
but from evil. They had their little spOrts and compa- 
nionships ; they were even, from time to time, initiated 
into such portions of court life as might be under- 
stood at their age ; children's balls were given ; the 
king, who was fond of music, had frequent concerts, 
at which the royal children were shown, dressed in 
the ribands and badges of their orders ; and in the 
numerous celebrations at Kew and Windsor, they en- 
joyed their full share. All their birthdays were kept 
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with great festivity ; and August, from its being an 
auspicious period for the royal family, as the month 
of the Hanover accession, the battle of Minden, 
and the . birth of three of the princes; was almost a 
continual holyday : prizes were given to the water- 
men on the Thames, sports were held in Windsor 
and Kew, and the old English time of both rustic 
and royal merriment seemed to have come again. 

There can be no difficulty in relieving the memory 
of George the Tlurd from the charge of undue re- 
straint ; for nothing can be idler than the theory, 
that to let loose the passions of the young is to in- 
culcate self-control. Vice is not to be conquered 
by inoculation ; and the parent who gives his sons 
a taste of evil, will soon find that what he gave as 
an antidote has been swallowed as a temptation. 

The palpable misfortune of the prince was, that 
on emerging from the palace, he had still to learn 
human character, the most essential public lesson for 
his rank. Even the virtues of his parents were in- 
jurious to that lesson. Through infancy and youth 
he had seen nothing round him that could give a con- 
ception of the infinite heartlessness and artifice, the 
specious vice, and the selfish professions, that must 
beset him at his first step into life. A public educa- 
tion might have, in some degree, opened his eyes to 
the realities of human nature. Even among boys, 
some bitter evidence of the hoUowness and hypo- 
crisy of life is administered ; and the prince's under- 
standing might have been early awakened to the sa- 
lutary caution, which would have cast out before 
him, naked, if not ashamed, the tribe of flatterers 
and pretended friends who so long perverted his natu- 
ral popularity. 

But there was much in the timrsto perplex a man 
of his high station and hazardous opportunities, let 
his self-control be however vigilant. The habits 
of society have since been so much changed, that it 
is difficult to conceive the circumstances of that sin- 
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gxilar and stirring period. We live in a day of me- 
diocrity in all things. The habits of fifty years ago 
were, beyond all comparison, those of a more pro- 
minent, showy, and popular system. The English 
nobleman sustained the honours of his rank with a 
larger display ; the Englishman of fashionable life 
was more conspicuous in his establishment, in his 
appearance, and even in his eccentricities : the phae- 
ton, his favc^urite equipage, was not more unlike the 
cabriolet, that miserable and creeping contrivance of 
our day, than his rich dress and cultivated manners 
were like the wretched costume and low fooleries 
that make the vapid lounger of modem society. The 
women of rank, if not wiser or better than theif 
successors, at least aimed at nobler objects: they 
threw open their mansions to the intelligent and ac- 
complished minds of their time, and instead of/itC" 
ing every foreign coxcomb, who came with no better 
title to respect than his grimace and his guitar, sur- 
rounded themselves with the wits, orators, and scho- 
lars of England. 

The contrivance of watering-places had not been 
then adopted as an escape, less from the heats of 
summer than from the observances of summer hos- 
pitality. The great families returned to their coun- 
try-seats with the close of parliament, and their re- 
turn was a holyday to the country. They received 
their neighbours with opulent entertainment; cheered 
and raised the character of the humbler ranks by their 
liberality and their example ; extinguished the little 
oppressions, and low propensities to crime which ha. 
bitually grow up where the lord is an absentee ; and 
by their mere presence, and in the simple exercise 
of the natural duties of rank and wealth, were the 
great benefactors of society. A noble family of that 
time would no more have thought of flying from its 
country neighbours to creep into miserable lodgings 
at a watering-place, and hide its diminished liead 
among the meager accommodations and miscella^ 
F 
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neons society of a seacoast village, than it would 
of hurningr its title-deeds. The expenses of the 
French war may have done something of this ; and 
the reduced rent-rolls of the nobility may countenance 
a more limited expenditure. But whether tlie change 
have been in matter or mind, in the purse or the spirit, 
the change is undeniable ; and where it is not com- 
pelled by circumstances is contemptible. 

The prince was launched into pubUc life in the 
midst of this high-toned time. With an income of 
60,000/. a-year, he was to take the lead of the Eng- 
lish nobility, many of them with twice his income, 
and, of course, free from the court-encumbrances of 
an official household. All princes are made to be 
plundered; and the youth, generosity, and compa- 
nionship of the prince marked him out for especial 
plunder. He was at once fastened on by every glit- 
tering profligate who had a debt of honour to dis- 
charge, by every foreign marquis who had a bijou to 
dispose of at ten times its value, by every member 
of the turf who had^an unknown Eclipse or Childers 
in his stables, and by every nameless claimant on his 
personal patronage or his unguarded finance, until he 
fell into the hands of the Jews, who offered him mo- 
ney at fifty per cent.; and from them into the hands 
of political Jews, who offered him the national trea- 
sury at a price to which a hundred per cent, was mo- 
deration. 

At this time the prince was nineteen^ as ripe an 
age as could be desired for ruin ; and in three short 
years the consummation was arrived at,— he was 
ruined. 

The Prince of Wales had now reached the second 
period of his public life. He had felt the bitterness 
of contracted circmnstances, and tlie still keener trial 
of parliamentary appeal. His personal feelings had 
been but slightly spared in either; and we can 
scarcely be surprised at his shrinking from the cabi- 
net, in which he had found none but baffled castiga- 
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tors, and attaching himself more closely to that op- 
position in which he had found none hut active and 
successful friends. 

It is certain, that few men of his rank had ever 
been more wrung by the severity of the public in- 
quisition into the habits of their lives. Court scan- 
dals are, at all times, precious ; but the power of 
probing the wounds of princely life was never in- 
dulged in more generously for the sake of popular 
science. The newspapers, too, plunged fiercely into 
the merits on both sides, and 

** By decision more embroikd tbe fray." 

Those formidable, but salutary scourges of public 
error, were just beginning to assume their influence ; 
and, like all possessors of unexpected power, their 
iirst use of it was to lay on the lash without mercy. 
Crabbe, then young, tremulously describes the terrors 
that must have naturally startled the chaplain of a 
duke at the rise of this grand flagellator ; though, like 
all satirists, he overlooks the actual and measureless 
good in the picturesque evil. 

'* Bm Sunday past, what irambera flourish then, 
VSThat wondroos labonrs of the press and pen ! 
Diuraal most, some thrice each week affords, 
Some only once ; O, aTarice of words ! 
When thousand starving minds such manna seek, 
To.drop the precious food but mice a week ! 

Endless it were to sing the powers of all. 
Their names, their numbers, how they rise and lUl, 
like banefVU herte, the gazor^ eye they seize. 
Rush to the head, and poison where they pieaae ; 
like summer ffies, a bus)', bnzdng train. 
They drop their maggots in the idler's brain ; 
The genial soil preserves the llrnitAil store. 
And there they grow, and breed a thousand nwro, 

* * • * * 

Nor here th* infectious rage for party stops, % 

But flits along fW>m palaces to shops ; 9 

Qftr weekly journals o*er the land abound 

And spread their plague and influenza round. 
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The Tillage, too, the peaoefU pteuant plain, 
Breeda the whig fkrmer, and the tory swain ; 
Brooks' and St. Alban's boast not, but instead 
Stares the red Ram, and swings the Rodney's Head. 

Here clowns delight the weekly news to oon. 
And mingle comments as they blunder on ; 
To swallow all their varying antbors teach, 
To spell a title, and confound a speech. 
One with a muddled spirit quite the News, 
And claims his native license,— to abuse ; 
Then joins the cry, that ' all the courtly race 
Strive but for power, and parley but for place':' 
Yet hopes, good man, that aU may still be well, 
And thanks his stars— he has a vote to seU."* 

If 'the prince had been a man of a harsh and gloomy 
mind, he had already found matter to qualify him 
for a Timon. But his experience produced no bit- 
terness against human nature, though it may have 
urged him into more intimate connexion with the 
party that promised at once to protect and to avenge. 
Lcmg attracted to Fox by the social captivations of 
that singularly-gifted individual, he now completely 
joined him as the politician, made friends of his friends 
and enemies of his enemies, unfurled the opposition 
banner, and sdl but declared himself the head of the 
great aristocratic combination, which was now more 
uian ever resolved to shake the minister upon his 
throne. 

In 1792t the prince had been introduced to the 
house of peers, attended by the Dukes of Cumber- 
land, Richmond, Portland, and Lord Lewisham, and 
had spoken on the Marquis of Abercorn^s motion for 
an address on the proclamation for repressing sedi- 
tious meetings. Tiie speech was much admired for 
the grace of its delivery. It was in substance that 
— ^ He was educated in the principle, and he should 
ever preserve it, of a reverence for the constitutional 
liberties of the people ; and as on those liberties the 
happiness of the people depended, he was determined^ 

• Poem of " The Newqiaper," pubUibed in 1781. 
t November 11. 

/ 
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as far as his interest could have any force, to sup- 
port them. The matter at issue was, whether the 
constitution was or was not to be maintained; 
whether the wild ideas of theory were to conquer the 
wholesome maxims of established practice; and 
whether those laws, under which we had flourished 
for so long a series of years, were to be subverted by 
a reform unsanctioned by the people. 

" As a person nearly and dearly interested in the 
welfare, and he would emphatically add, the happi- 
ness and comfort of the people, it would be treason 
to the principles of his mind, if he did not comie for- 
ward and declare his disapprobation of those sedi- 
tious publications which had occasioned the motion 
now before their lordships; his interest was con- 
nected with the interests of the people ; they were 
so inseparable, that unless both parties concurred, 
happiness could not exist. 

" On this great, this solid basis, he grounded the 
vote which he meant to give ; and that vote should 
unequivocally be, for a concurrence with the address 
of the commons." He concluded by sajring, with 
remarkable effect, — '* 1 exist by the love, the friend- 
ship, and the benevolence of the people, and them I 
never will forsake as long as I live." 

This speech, whether suggested by the Duke of 
Portland (as was rumoured), or conceived by the 
prince, was obviously ministerial. But in those 
days, when the lord of the treasury might in the next 
month be thundering at the head of its assailants, 
and in the month after be flinging back their baflled 
bolts from the secure height of ministerial power; 
when in one month he might be the rebellious Titan, 
and in the next the legitima;te Jove, the waving of 
whose curls shook the Olympus of Downing-street 
from its summit to its base; the rapid changes of the 
administration made ministerial allegiance curiously 
fugitive. Before the worshipper had time to throw 
liimself at the foot of the altar, the idol was gone, 
Fa 
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and another was in posseftsion ; before the cai^ of 
fealty could reach the port, the port was in dust and 
ashes, or a hostile ensign waved upon its walls. 
North, Pitt, Shelbume, Fox, and Rockingham succes- 
sively mastered the treasury bencli, within scarcely 
more months than their names; until government 
had begun to be looked on as only a more serious 
masquerade, where every man might assume every 
character in turn, and where the change of dress was 
the chief djflference between the Grand Turk and his 
buffoon. 

The prince was the great political prize. From 
the hour of his infancy, when he was first shown be- 
hind his gilded lattice at St. James's to the people, 
he was the popular hope. The king's early illness, 
which made it probable that the heir might soon he 
the master of the crown, fixed the public interest 
still more anxiously upon him, and the successive 
cabinets felt the full importance of his name : but 
now the whole advantage was on the side of oppo- 
sition. England had never before seen such a 
phalanx armed against a minister. A crowd of men 
of the highest natural talents, of the most practised 
ability, and of the first public weight in birth, fortune, 
and popularity, were nightly arrayed against the ad- 
ministration, sustained by tiie solitary eloquence of 
the young Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Yet Pitt was not careless of followers. He was 
more than once even charged with sedulously gather- 
ing round him a host of subaltern politicians, whom 
he might throw forward as skirmishers, — or sacri- 
fices, which they generally were. Powis, describing 
the " forces led by the right hon. gentleman on the 
treasuiT bench," said, " the first detachment may be 
called his body-guard, who shoot their little arrows 
against those who refuse allegiance to their chief."* 
'Dub light infantry were, of course, soon scattered 

* Wraxairs Memoirs. 
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when the main battle joined. But Pitt, a son of the 
aiist^v^racy, was an aristocrat in all his nature, and 
he ]ovxsd to «r ^ young men of family round him ; 
othent were cnosen for their activity, if not for their 
force, and some probably from personal liking. In 
the later period of his career, his train was swelled 
by a more influential and promising race of political 
worshippers, among whom were Lord Mornington, 
since Marquis WeUesley ; Ryder, since Lord Har- 
rowby; and Wilberforce, stiU undignified by title, 
but possessing an influence which, perhaps, he values 
more. The minister's chief agents in the house of 
commons were Mr. Grenville (since Lord Grenville) 
and Dundas. 

Yet, among those men of birth or business, what 
rival could be found to the popular leaders on the op- 
posite side of the house, — to Burke, Sheridan, Grey, 
Windham, or to Fox, that 

" Prince and chief of many throned powers, 
Who led the embattled seraphim to war." 

Without adopting the bitter remark of the Duke de 
Montausier to Louis the Fourteenth, in speaking of 
Versailles: — ^*'Vous avez beau faire, sire, vous n'en 
ferez jamais qu'unfavori sans merite,*' it was impossi- 
ble to deny their inferiority on all the great points of 
pi^blic impression. A debate in that day was one of 
the highest intellectual treats: there was always 
some new and vigorous feature in the display on both 
mdes ; some striking efibrt of imagination or mas- 
teriy reasoning, or of that fine sophistry, in which, 
as was said of the vices of the French noblesse, half 
the evil was atoned by the elegance. The ministe- 
rialists sarcastically pronounced that, in every debate, 
Bmke said something which no one else ever said,* 
Sheridan said something that no one else ought to 
say, and Fox something that no one else would 
dare to say. But the world, fairer in its decision, 
did justice to their extraordinary powers ; and found 
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In the Asiatic amplitude and splendour of BuTke,-4ii 

Sheridan's alternate subtlety and strength, remind- 
ing it at one time of Attic dexterity, and another of 
the uncalculating boldness of barbarism,— and in Fox's 
matchless English self-possession, unaffected vigour, 
and overflowing sensibility, — a perpetual source of 
admiration. 

But it was in the intercourses of social life that 
the superiority of opposition was most incontestable. 
Pitt's life was in the senate : his true place of exist- 
ence was on the benches of that ministry, which he 
conducted with such unparalleled ability and success : 
he was in the fullest sense of the phrase, a public 
man ; and his indulgences in the few hours which he 
could spare from the business of office, were more 
like the necessary restoratives of a frame already 
shattered, than the easy gratifications of a man of 
society : and on this principle we can safely account 
for the common charge of Pitt's propensity to wine. 
He found it essential, to relieve a mind and body 
exhausted by the perpetual pressure of affairs : wine 
was his medicine: and it was drmik in total solitude, 
or with a few friends from whom the minister had 
no concealment. Over his wine the speeches for 
the night were often concerted; and when the dinner 
was done, the table council bfoke up only to finish 
the night in the house; 

The secret history of those symposia might still 
dear up some of the problems lliat ouce exceedingly 
perplexed our politicians. On one occasion Pitt's 
fiilencex^n a motion brought forward by the present 
Earl Grey with great expectation and great effect, 
excited no lees surprise, than its being replied to by 
Dundas, whose warfare generally lay among less 
hazardous antagonists. The clubs next day were in 
a fever of conjecture on this apparent surrender of a 
supremacy, of which the minister was supposed to be 
peculiarly jealous. 
The roystificatjon lasted until Dnnd^is laughingly . 
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acimowledged that, on the night before the debate, 
Pitt and some of their immecuate friends had been 
amusing themselves aftei^ dinner with imaginary- 
speeches for opposition : he himself had made a bur- 
lesque speech for the motion, and Pitt enjoyed the 
idea so highly, that he insisted on his replying to the 
mover in the house, saying, "that by the law of Par- 
liament nobody could be so fit to make a speech 
against, as he who had made a speech ybr; and that 
his only chance of escaping the charge of being a 
proselyte, was by being an assailant." When the 
debate came on, Dundas had waited for the minis- 
ter's rising, as usual ; but, to his surprise, he found 
that Pitt was determined to keep up the jest, and 
compel him, malgr^f bongr^, to speak. There was 
no resource, Pitt was immoveable, and the festive 
orator, to his considerable embarrassment, was forced 
to lead. 

But wine, if a pleasant associate, is a' dangerous 
master : and an after-dinner frolic is mentioned as 
having nearly cost the minister his hfe. Returning, 
past midnight, with his friends to Wimbledon, from 
Mr. Jenkinson's, at Croydon, they found one of the 
turnpike gates open; and, whether from the na- 
tural pleasure of baffling the tumpikeman, or of 
cheating the king, the party put spurs to their horses 
and galloped through. Those sportive personages 
were no less than the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
the Lord Chancellor, and the Treasurer of the Navy 
—Pitt, Thurlow, and Dundas. The gate-keeper 
called after them in vain, until deciding, from their 
haste, and there having been rumours of robberies 
on the road, that they were three highwaymen, 
he summarily took the law into his own hands, and 
discharged a blunderbuss at their backs. However, 
their speed, or his being unaccustomed to shoot mi- 
nisters flying saved them ; and they had to suffer 
from nothing but those " paper bullets of the brain" 
which Bene<£ck so much despised. Of those they 
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had many a volley. The Rolliad thus commemo- 
rated the adventure : ' 

" Ah think what danger on debauch attends ! 
Let Pitt, o'er wine, preach temperance to bi^iHendi^ 
flow, as he wandered darkling o'er life plain, 
His reason drowned in Jenkiiison's champaign, 
A rustic's hand, but rishteoas fate withstood, 
Had shed a premier's for a robber's blood." 

But those were rare condescensions to society id 
the premier. From remaining unmarried, he was 
without an establishment ; for the attempt which he 
made to form one, with his fantastic relative Lady 
Hester Stanhope at its head, soon weaned him, and 
he escaped from it to the easier hospitality of Mr. 
Dundas, whose wife. Lady Jane, was a woman of 
remarkable inteUigence, and much valued by Pitt. 
His official dinners were generally left to the ma- 
nagement of Steele, one of the secretaries of the trea- 
sury. 

But with Fox all was the bright side of the picture. 
His extraordinary powers defied dissipation. No 
public man of England ever mingled so much per- 
sonal pursuit of every thing in the form of indul- 
gence with so much parliamentary activity. From 
the dinner he went to the debate, from the debate to 
the gaming-table, and returned to his bed by day- 
light, freighted with parliamentary applause, plun- 
dered of his last disposable guinea, and fevered with 
sleeplessness and agitation ; to go tlurough the same 
round within the next twenty-four hours. He kept no 
house ; but he had the houses of all his party at his 
disposal, and that party were the most opulent and 
sumptuous of the nobility. Cato and Antony were 
not more unhke, than the public severity of Pitt, and 
the native and splendid dissoluteness of Fox. 

They were unlike in all things. Even in such 
slight peculiarities as their manner of walking into 
ihe house of commons, the contrast was visible. 
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From the door Pitt's countenance was that of a man 
who felt that he was coming into his high place of 
business. ** He advanced up the floor with a quick 
finn step, with the head erect and thrown hack, look- 
ing to neither the right nor the left, nor favouring 
with a glance or a nod any of the individuals seated 
on either side, among whom many of the highest 
would have been gratified by such a mark of recog- 
nition."* Fox*s entrance was lounging or stately, 
as it might happen, but always good-humoured ; he 
had some pleasantry to exchange with everybody, 
and until the moment when he rose to speak, con- 
tinued gayly talking with his friends. 

As the royal residences were all occupied by the* 
king, or the younger members of the royal family, 
the prince was forced to find a country-seat for him- 
self; and he selected Brightcm, then scarcely more 
than a little fishing village, and giving no conception 
of the seashore London that it has since become. 
Our national rage for covering every spot of the land 
with brick, and blotting out the sky with the smoke 
of cities linked to cities, had not then become epi- 
demic ; and Brighton, in all its habits, was as far re- 
moved from London as Inverness : but its distance, 
not above a morning's drive for the rapid charioteer- 
ing of his royal highness, made it eligible ; and at 
Brighton he purchased a few acres, and began to 
buiki. 

Probably no man has ever begun to build, without 
having the prince's tale to tell. Wah)ole advises a 
man never to lay the first stone, until he has settled 
his children, buried his wife, and hoarded three times 
the amount of the estimate. There is no royal road 
to building ; and the prince soon found that he must 
undergo the common lot of all who tempt their fata 
with architecture. 



* Vi^razaO.. 
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His first work was a cottage in a field. The 
cottage was a singularly pretty and picturesque 
little fabric, in a small pece of ground where a few 
shrubs and roses shut out the road, and the eye 
looked unobstructed over the ocean. But visiters 
naturally came, and the cottage was found small. 
The prince's household and visiters gradually in- 
creased, and there was then no resource but in a 
few additional apartments. It was at last found that 
those repeated improvements were deformities, and 
that their expense would be better employed iu 
making a complete change. 

From this change ffrew the present Pavilion ; the 
perpetual ridicule of tourist wit, and certainly iin- 
"suited in style to its present encumbered and narrow 
site, and perhaps to European taste. But if no man 
is a hero to his valet-de-chambre, no man is a prince 
to his architect. Whatever be his repugnance, he is 
bound hand and foot by the dictator of taste ; is ac- 
countable for nothing, but the rashness of surrendering 
himself at discretion; and has henceforth nothing to 
do but to bear the public pleasantry as patiently as 
he may, and consider how he shall pay his bill. 

Yet the happiest hours of the prince's life were 
spent in tliis cottage. But it is not for men of his 
condition to expect the quiet of an humbler ai^d more 
fortunate situation, the happy, honeyed lapse of years 
occupied only in cultivating the favourite tastes or 
the gentle affections of the human heart. He was 
too important to the public, in all senses of the word, 
to be suffered to enjoy the ^^jucunda oblivia^'" which 
every man of common knowledge of life feels to be 
among its best privileges. He was too essentisd to 
the objects of the great competitors for power ; to the 
multitude, who look upon the purse of princes as 
their own; and even to the general eagerness of the 
populace for royal anecdote, to be left unmolested 
in any retreat, however remote or secluded. His 
best quiet was only that of the centre of a vortex ; 
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and he W9B scarcely snflkredtomakethe experiment 
of ease, when the question of the Regeney led, or 
rather flung, him into that sea of tronhled and con- 
flicting interests from which he was destined never 
to emerge. 

His royal highness had joined the Fozites almost 
at the commencement of his public life. The eapti- 
▼ation of Fox's manners, the freedom from restraint 
whieh he foimd in the society of which Fox was the 
idol, and the actoal elegance and high life of the 
whijg circle, were probably the chief sources of his 
choice. Forwhat coiild be ibepoUHcs of a handsome 
boy of nineteen, living in a perpetnal round of enter- 
tainmmits, widi nothing to take care of but his 
beatiCy, and with bU the world saying civil things to 
him, and he 8a3dng civil things to all the world 1 But, 
once fairly in the harness of party, the only difficulty 
was to keep him from overturning the machine by 
his eagerness. 

In the debates on the celebrated India bill, which 
Fox called the p3nramid of the British power, but 
which he might more justly have called tne mauso- 
leum of bis own ; the Prince of Wales made himself 
conspicuous to a degree, which brought doimi strong 
charges of influence on his friends ; and certainly 
embarrassed North and Fox, already almost over- 
borne by national displeasure. It was remarked on 
the prince's frequent presence in the house of com- 
mons during this perilous discussion, that ** if the 
great personage in question, not content with merely 
ustening to the debates, should, on any occasion, 
testify by his behaviour or gesticulation, while in the 
house, a predilection or partiality for any set of men ; 
such maiks of his preference would be unbecoming, 
and might cerate as a means of influence." Lord 
North delicately defended the practice, by a paneg3rric 
on the prince's *^ eminent abilities," and by expressing 
fais personal gratiflcation in seeing •* a prince to whom 
the country must look up as its hope, thus piactically 
6 
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beccmimg acquainted with the nature of this limited 

S^veniment, rather than taking up the hearsay of 
e hour, or looking for his knowledge to flatterers." 

Fox, with his usual boldness, dashed out at once 
into lofty invective on the charges, " pernicious and 
ridiculous alike, adopted by no less tne enemies of 
Aree discussion in that house, than the calumniators 
of the motives of a distinguished personage, whose 
whole spirit was honour."—** Was the mind which 
mi^ht, at any hour, by the common chances of mor- 
tality, be summoned to the highest duties allotted to 
man, to be left to learn them by accident 1 Was he 
to be sent to discover the living spirit of the consti- 
tution in the dust of libraries, or in the unintelligible 
compilations of black-letter law; or to receive it 
from the authority of the politicians, jncmt or other- 
wise, who had doled out doctrines to the house, which 
the house and the country, he believed, had heard 
with equal astonishment, however popular they might 
be in the inquisition, or perhaps in the conventicle ! 
For his part, he rejoiced to see that distinguished per- 
sonage disdaining to use the privileges of his rank, 
and keep aloof from the debates of that house. He 
rejoiced to see him manfully coming among them, to 
imbibe a knowledge of the constitution, within the 
walls of the commons of England. He, for his part, 
saw nothing in the circumstances which had called 
down so much volunteer eloquence and unnecessary 
reprobation, but a ground for praise ; an evidence of | 
the British mind of tiiat high personage, and a prac- 
tical pledge to the free institutions of the country." I 

The member alluded to as the conventicle orator ' 
was Sir Richard HiU, brother of the preacher, who 
had the fooUsh and indecorous habit of introducing 
Scripture phraseology into his speeches, — ^a habit by 
which, without increasing any man's respect for the 
Scriptures, he naturally brought himself into constant 
ddicule. Sir Richard was often thus more trouble- 
some to his friends than to his enemies. One eve- 
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ningvin contrasting Pitt's influenee at St. James's with 
Fox^s full-blown power in the house, he burst upon the 
astonished audience with the information, that ** the 
honest Israelite, Mordecai, repaired priTately to court, 
and averted the danger which threatened Uie people 
from Haman*s ambition, who, being driTen from the 
cabinett was finally suspended from a gibbet." 

The comparison with the limdiie, intended as a 
matchless compliment to Pitt, was received by him 
without a smile ; and he was probably the only man 
in the house whose countenance did not wear one. 

The RoUiad, which spsired none on the ministerial 
side, naturally delighted in such a victim. 

•* Brother of Bowland! ae,irjttnianiMt 
jflonnds thy new title, ooiuin of a peer; 
'Scholar of Tarious learning, good and eril, 

Alike what HeaTen insphred, and what the Devil ; 

~ ' rweUakilled, whatnomauroadatowiita, 
S poet of a sleepless night; 

, litician, saint, and wit. 

Now lashing Madan, now defending Pitt : 

Thy praise shall live till time itKlf be o'er, 

' Firiend of king George, bat of king Jesos jDore.'* 

The last line was verbally one of Sir Richard*8 
declarations. The critical knife was again plunged 
deep: — 

• •••••• 

**Wm reverend jokes see pious Bichard ent ; 
Let meaner talents ttoai the Bible draw 
Their fldth, their morals these, and those their law. ^ 

His. lively genius iinds in holy writ ^ 

A richer mine of unsuspected wit ; 
What nevBr Jew, what never Christian tanafat. 
What never fired one sectary*s heated thought, 
What not even Rowland dreamed, he saw atone. 
And to the wondering senate first made known, 
How blight o'er mortal jokes the Scriptures abina." 

• ••*••• 

To Fox the prince's Connexion was a tower of 
strength. For it partially discountenanced the ru- 
mours, that in his fall he had abandoned more than 
place, and was imbitteied not only against his sue* 
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cessfnl antagonists, but against the laws and the 
throne. As Pope said to Prince FrederiCy on being 
asked ^ how he contriyed to feel so much regard for 
princes, and so little for kings 1** that ** he was afraid 
of the fuQ-grown lion, but could play with it before 
its teeth and claws wer» come ;" Fox might have 
liked or loved the heir to the monarchy, however in- 
dignant at the grasp of the monarch faimflelf ; but 
his association with the prince may have done even 
more than assisted his public name. In tbe pro- 
verbial madness of ambition, the contumacious tem- 
per of the time, and the angry workings of utter de- 
feat upon a powerful and impassion^ mind^ there 
was formidable temptation to the great demagogue. 

Too generous and too lofty in ms habits to stoop 
to vulgar conspiracy ; perhaps, alike too ^MUDrrent 
of blood, and too fond of his ease, to have exhibited 
the reckless vigour, or endured the long anxieties, 
or wrapped up his mystery in the profound conceal- 
ment of a Catiline; he had all the qualities that 
might have piade a Caius Gracchus, — ^the eloquence, 
the ingenuousness of manner, the republican simpli- 
city of life, and the showy and specious zeal of po- 
pularity in all its forms. Fox would have made the 
fii^t of tribunes. He unquestionably possessed the 
means, at that period, to have become 'the most dan- 
gerous subject of England. 

Fox's Ufe is a memorable lesson to the pride of 
talents. With every kind of public ability, every 
kind of public opportunity, and an unceasing and 
indefatigable determination to be at the summit in 
all things, his whole life was a succession of disap- 
pointments. It has been said, that, on commencing 
nis parliamentary course, he declai^d that there 
were three objects of his ambition, and that he 
would attain them all: — that he shoidd be the most 
popular man in England, the husband of the hand* 
somest woman, and prime minister. He did attain 
them all ; but in what diminished and illusory degree. 
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how the ^juggling fiend kept the promise to the ear, 
and broke it to the hope/' is long since known. He 
was the most popular man in England, if the West- 
minster electors were the nation; his marriage se- 
emed him beauty, if it secured him nothing else ; 
and bis premiership lasted scarcely long enough for 
him to iq[>pear at the levee. In a life of fifty-eight 
years. Fox's whole existence as a cabinet minister 
was but nineteen months ; while Pitt, ten years his 
Junior, and dying at forty-seven, passed almost hid 
whole life, from his entrance into parliament, at the 
head of the country. 

The public and parliamentary language of the time 
was contemptuous of all government. Junius had 
set ihm example, by insulting, not only the throne, 
but the private habits and personal feelings of the 
sitter on the throne. Going beyond the audacity of 
Crranwell, who declared that ^ if he saw the king 
opposite to him in the field, he would fire his carbine 
into his bosom as soon as into any other man's ;" 
Junius adopted the joint fierceness and insolence of 
Home Tooke, who declared that ** he would fire into 
the king's bosom sooner than into any other man's." 
English libel had, till then, assailed only the public 
life of royalty ; Junius was the subtle traitor who 
dropped poison into the cup at its table. The ability 
of the writer is undoubted; but its uses deprive it 
of all the higher admiration due to the exercise of 
ability in an honest cause. The remorseless and 
malignant venom of this political serpent destroys 
all our praise of its force and beauty. While the 
school of Junius continued to be the model of Eng- 
lish p^tical writing, a ceaseless perversion was fes- 
tering and enfeebling the public sense of truth, jus- 
tice, and honour. 

Perhaps the safety of the constitution at that hour 

was owing to that personal character on which the 

whole host of pamphleteering turned all their 

ntiUery. A king jealous of his authority would 
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hare haughtily avenged it by a stretch of his power ; 
a vindictive kin^r would have fiercely torn away the 
covering from his libellers, and in laahihg them have 
hazarded blows at higher interests; an ambitions 
king would have grasped at the opportunity always 
offered by popular license to roy^ aggression, have 
raised up against the mob barriers from which he 
might afterward menace the nation, and have more 
tlum retaliated as a tyrant all that he had suffered 
as a victim. 

But George the Third confided his quarrel to his 
virtues; he saw deeper than the ostentatious saga- 
city of those declaimers and insulters into the true 
character of the people ; he knew that those furious 
gusts and ^ yesty waves*' of sedition were! pass- 
ing and superficial things ; that the time must come 
when the great expanse, the depth and breadth of 
the public mind of the empire, would find its level, 
and be open to the light; and in pious and manly 
resignation he awaited his time. 

The failure of the American war had concentred 
upon the king the whole weight of party obloquy. 
Lord North, terrified at his own responsibihty, instead 
of standing before the throne, flung himself at its 
feet ; and exhibited the repulsive spectacle of a first 
minister without resource in himself or in his friends , 
and after having exhausted the royal means by his 
struggle for power, encumbering the royal person by 
his weakness. But if we may forgive the popular 
ignorance in its wrath for the loss of America, with 
what feeling shall we listen to the language of the 
great senatorial authorities J History never gave a 
sterner rebuke to political foresight. " What," said 
Lord Chatham, in. the famous speech which he 
almost died uttering ; " what is to be the compensa- 
tion for the thirteen colonies! Where are we to 
look for it? I never will consent to deprive the 
rof^dl offspring of the House of Brunswick of their 
fairest inheritance. Where is the man who daret 
such a measure 1** 
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The n&aHameat branded itself on the TepotalSoD of 
all the teading statesmen. 

^ When I bear,** said Lord George Gennaine, ** tne 
tGpie €^ abandoning the colonies calmly proposed, I 
owftmj astonishment; I own liiat I cannot com- 
prehend the proposal ; I see in it only national ruin. 
I own I hare not that philosophic equanimity, that 
more than political nerre, whidi can contemplate 
without shuddering the opening of a gulf into which 
all that is valuable in the British empire must inevi- 
tably be merged. I must pause, I must tremble, 
when I stand on its edge ; for it is my firm belief, 
that from the moment of acknowledging the inde- 
pendence of America, England is ruinedJ'' 

Lord Shelbume, a minister not celebrated for 
fasMy ^ving way to his feelings, exceeded, if possi- 
ble, the melancholy prophecies of Chatham and 
Germaine. Even when first lord of the treasury,* 
and with all the restrictions of official speech ; he 
could glow on this subject, and ominously pro- 
nounce, that, — " in whatever year, in whatever hour, 
the British parliament should lose the sovereignty of 
the thirteen colonies the sun of Englan^s glory, root 
far ever set.^ He had hoped that there would be 
some reserve for national safety, if not for national 
honour; that a spark at least would be left, which 
might light ns up in time to a new day. But if inde- 
pendence were once conceded, if parliament consider- 
ed that measure to be advisable, he, for his part, must 
avow Ms belief; he foresaw^ in his own mind, that 
England wa$ undone /" 

Such was the wisdom of the wise ; or rather, such 
was at once the blindness which could not see that 
the growing patronage of the colonies, if they had 
remained a few years longer in our hands, must have 
given the minister a power deadly to- a free consti- 
tution; the political selfishness of arrogating tai 
England a perpetual dominion which no authority 



* Aprtt, 1T78. 
* See Note V.—Page 418. 
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three thousand miles off could wisely administer, but 
which must cramp and wither the prosperity of a 
young continent by th^ burdens and mstitutes of an 
old island ; and not less the ungenerous neglect, or 
the narrow and ungrateful disregard of those imqiiea- 
surable means of strength, happiness, and national 
stability, which Providence has lavished on Great 
Britain. But we can scarcely be surprised that opi- 
nions thus inculcated by the gravest names of politi- 
cal council, voices that came like oracles, should 
have sunk deep into the popular bosom. A bitter 
repugnance to every act of the throne was rapidly 
engendered, thoughts of a general chan^ began to be 
familiar, and the language of the principal members 
of opposition assumed a tone, at whose uncalled-for 
violence we can now only wonder. Dunning, though 
a lawyer, and at an age not likely to be inflamed by 
enthusiasm, the keen, cold man of jurisprudence, ac- 
tually moved, in the house of commons, that the 
power of dissolving parliament should be taken 
from the crown; his motion being, that* "thtf par- 
liament should not be dissolved, nor the session pro- 
rogued, until proper measures were adopted for 
diminishing the influence of the crown, and correcting 
the other evils complained of in the petitions." Fox 
carried his sentiments still further, and coming hot 
from the contact of the Corresponding Society, and 
full of the popular grievance of seeing a body of sol- 
diers placed to protect the members of the house 
from insult, unhesitatingly declared, that " if the sol- 
diery were to be thus let loose on the assemblages 
of the people, the people who attended them tnust go 
armed,'''' Mirabeau's famous declaration in tne 
national assembly, that *'if the king desired the 
French deputies to retire, it must be at the point of 
the bayonet," the watchword of the revolution, was 
gcarcely more defying than this menace. 

• April, 1780. 

- * . Digitized by Google 



1787.] THB fbincb's tbxsnm. 81 

But the better g&am of England pievailecL The 
statesman shrank from the hideous worship of the 
devil of revolution. He could not pass at once from 
the princely banquet to the squalidness and obscene 
riot otfbe democratic carousal. He grew weanr of 
the furious fimdness and the irrational hate of the 
populace ; his angry ten^rament cooled, his natural 
tastes were restCHred, and long before the close of his 
life. Fox was, what he had begun, the high aristocrat 
by habit, by association, and by nature. He still con- 
tinued member for Westminster, and he made his 
customary periodic appeals to party. But if he wore 
the robes of the wor^p, he had abandoned the fana- 
ticism; he no longer menaced the institutions of 
England with the fierce fervour of his old prophecies 
of evil ; he no more shook against the throne the 
brand snatched from the revolutionary altar; he still 
went through the estabhshed ceremonial ; but when 
it was done, he cast aside the vestments, and hastened, 
to be the companion of nobles and princes again. 

The society at the Pavili<m was remarkably at- 
tractive; no inrince in Europe passed so much of his 
time m society expresslr chosen by himself. Intel- 
ligent conversation is the great charm of man, the 
finest solace of intellectual labour, and the simplest 
yet most effectual and delightful mode of at once 
resting and invigorating the mind, whether wearied 
by study, or depressed by struggles with fortune. 
Next to the power of extensive benevolence, there is 
no privilege of princes which the wisdom of humbler 
life may be so justified in desiring, as their power of 
collecting accomplished minds from the whole range 
of the community . The Prince of Wales availed him^ 
self largely of tlus privilege. It happened that Eng- 
lish society at this period singularly abounded with 
men of conspicuous ability. To his royal highness, 
of course, all were accessible ; and though his asso- 
ciates were chiefly men of rank or of high political 
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name, yet talents, g^race of manners, and conversa- 
tional brilliancy were the principle of selection. 

Frederic the Great had attempted to draw round 
him a circle of this kind. But he chose ill : for he 
chose dependants, and those Frenchmen. iHs own 
habits were queruloua and supercilious; and as tlie 
fashions of royalty are quickly adopted by its asao- 
ciates, Frederic's coterie was in a state of perpetual 
warfare. Voltaire led the battle, and when he had 
sneered his companions out of aU resistance, he fell 
on the monarch himself. No man in a state of per- 
fect idleness can be satisfied with his life ; and the ■ 
Frenchmen had nothing to do but to quarrel, invent 
scandals, and yawn. 

Thiebault, one of the chosen dwellers in the para^ 
disc of Sans Souci, tells us, that their only occupation 
from morning till night was conjugating the verb . 
i'*ennuyer, through all pensons, moods, and tenses. 
Frederic treated them like monkeys in a cage, came 
in from the council or the parade to amuse himself for 
the half-hour with looking at their tricks and their 
visages; then turned on his heel, left them to the 
eternal weariness of their prison, and went about the 
business of the world. The Frenchmen at last 
slipped, one by one, out of this gilded menaserie ; 
ran off to Paris, the only spot where a Frenciunan 
can live ; and libelled the royal wit and infidel whh a 
pungency and profligacy eveii superior to his own, 
until they turned the " Grand Frederic" into a public 
laugh in every corner of Europe beyond the lash of 
his drum-majors. 

Frederic, Prince of Wales, the grandfather of his 
late majesty, had also attempted to collect a familiar 
and literary society round him. But the attempt 
was a reluctant one, and it naturally failed. It was 
Lyttelton's suggestion as a source of popularity; and 
it humiliated Thomson and Mallet, by making them 
pensioners on an individual. Authorship, to be wor- 
thy of public honour, cannot shrink too sensitively 
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from personal protection. The past age scandalisEed 
the natural rank of genius. But a wiser, because a 
more dignified, feelmg now prevails among men of 
literary name. They appeal o^y to the public, and 
honocwably disdain to stoop to the degradation of 
any patronage below that of the people and the 
throne. 



CHAPTER VII. 
The Prinee'i Friends. 

Ths prince's table afforded the display of men too 
independent by both their place in society, and their 
consciousness of intellectual power, to feel tliem- 
selves embarrassed by the presence of superior rank. 
Hare, Jekyil, Fitzpatrick, Erskine, with the great 
parliamentary leaders, were constant guests, and the 
round was varied by the introduction of celebrated 
foreigners, and other persons capable of adding to 
the interest of the circle. 

Hare, ** the Hare and many friends,'' as he was 
called by the clever Dutchess of Gordon, in allusion 
to Gay's fable and his own universal favouritism, 
was then at the head of conversational fame. like 
Johnson's objection to Topham Beauclerk — ^ Sir, a 
man cannot dine with him and preserve his self-ap- 
plause ; sir, no man who gives a dinner should so 
overwhelm his guests" — Hare's chief fault was 
said to be his superabundant pleasantry; a talent 
which sulfSered nothing among his friends or enemies 
to escape, yet which had the rare good fortune of 
being pointed without ceasing to be playful. 

Some of the sayings of the circle are still remem- 
bered. But if they are given here in the miscella^ 
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Beom and acddental order of their transtniisf ioi the 
chances of society, it is by no means witbout a suffi- 
dent feeling, that the repetition of a hon-^mst can 
seldom give more than a proof of the fading nature 
of pleasantry. The occasion is all. The prompt- 
ness of the idea, the circumstances, the company, 
even the countenance, are essential to its poignancy. 
The revived pleasantry is a portrait drawn from the 
dust, and the originals of whose features have passed 
away — the amusement of a masquerade, when we 
have nothing of the masquerade left but the mask 
and the robe. If actors ''come like shadows, so de- 
part;" the fame of wits is still more fugitive; until 
It is scarcely paradoxical to say, that the security of 
their fame depfisnds on the speed of our consigning 
all its soeoimens to oblivion. Selwyn was the wit 
par excellence of his day, and so paramount, that he 
turns even Horace Walpole into aworsBpper: Wal- 
poJe, himself a wit, and as full of the keenest venom 
of the smallest ambition, as any man who ever pros- 
trated himself to a court and libelled it. Yet Sel- 
wyn's best sayings are now remarkable for scarcely 
more than their stiffness, their sulkiness, or their 
want of decorum. They are stamped with bald, 
dry antiquity ; and are perfectly worthy of the fate 
which has, a second time in our age, sent the skele- 
ton to the grave. 

The merit of Hare's jeux-d^esprit was their readi- 
ness and their oddity. — Fox, after the fall of the co- 
alition, coming to dinner at the Pavilion just as he 
had returned from London, and apologizing ior ap- 
pearing inliis dithabiUe and without powder : 

** Oh," said Hare, " make no apology ; our great 
guns are discharged^ and now we may all do without 
powder, 

« Pleasant news, this, from America," said he, 
meeting General Fitzpatrick on the first intelligence 
of Burgoyne's defeat. The general doubted, and re- 
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plied, ** that he had just eome ftom the secretary of 
state's office without hearing^ any thiiig of it.** ** Per* 
haps so,** said Hare, ** but t&e it from me as a flying 
rumour.'' 

Fox's neglisence of his foi<une had induced his 
friends to find out a wife for him among the great 
heiresses. Miss Pulteney, afterward Countess of 
Bath, was fixed upon ; and Fox, though probably 
without any peculiar inclination to the match, paid 
his court for a while. A seat was frequentl}r left for 
him beside the lady, and he made bis attentions ra- 
ther conspicuous during Hastings's trial. Some one 
observed to Hare the odd contrast between Fox's 
singularly dark complexion, and Miss Pulteney's 
pale face and light hair. " What a strange sort of 
children they will make," was the oMervation. 
"^ Why, dmu^ to be sure," replied Hare ; ** cream-co- 
loured bodies, with black manes and tails." 

Fox was more celebrated for fulness of conversa- 
tion, for the outpouring of an abundant mind than 
for piquancy of phrase. His animation was un- 
equal, and there were periods when a stranger might 
have pronounced him even taciturn. But those times 
were generally brief; a sudden influx of ideas would 
seem to fertilize his mind, and he then overbore every 
thing by the richness and variety of his conceptions. 
Yet the chief remembrances of Fox in private so- 
ciety are some little poems, thrown off with the care- 
lessness of the momefit, and deriving their principal 
value from his name. 

The Dutchess of Devonshire applied to him for a 
charade. "Oni«chat subject 1" said Fox. •* The hap- 
piest of all subjects— myself," was the laughing re^ 
ply. Fox took his pencil, and on the back of a let- 
ter wrote the lines so often since made the property 
of wits and lovers hi distress : 
H 
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fSyfrst is myseir in a vary thoit wM, 

My hecaTurs a plfiything, 

And you are ray thtrd. (Idol.) 

His lines on the Rose are pretty and pathetic ^— 

The row*, tbe sweetly blooming nse^ 

Ere ft-om the tree His torn, 
blike the ctarm which beauty shows 

In life's exulting morn. 

But ah, how soon its sweetA are gone, 

The rose-bud withering lies, 
So, long ere life's pale eve comes on. 

The flower of beauty dies. 

Bat, oincs the flrirest heaven e*er made 

Soon withering we shall find, 
Be thine, sweet girl, what ne'er shall fade, 

The beautiet of the mind. 

The well-known lines on Poverty, and on Mrs* 
Crewe, are of a higher order. But all those things 
are trifles, which might be produced by any pen, and 
which can be given only as instances of the occa- 
sional lightness of a grave and powerful mind. Fox's 
triumphs were aU parliamentary. But his conversa- 
tion, when he was " i' the vein," is always spoken 
of as leaving us only to regret that so little of it re- 
mains. 

One evening at Devonshire House, some remark 
happening to be made on the skill of the French in 
emblems, the Dutchess playfully said, •* that it would 
be impossible to find an emblem for her,^ Several 
attempts were made with various snccess. The 
Dutchess still declared herself dissatisfied. At 
length Fox took up a cluster of grapes and presented 
it to her, with the motto, " Je pUits jvsgu'd ttvresse ;" 
his superiority was acknowledged by acclamation. 

Burke was contending, in his usual enthusiastic 
manner, for the possibility of raising Italy to her for- 
mer rank ; and instanced, that several nations which 
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had sunk under the sword had risen a^fain. Fox ar- 
gued that her ruin was irretrievable, and that the 
Tery tardiness and tiunquillity of her decay made 
restoration hopeless. '^ The man,'* said he, ** who 
breaks his bones by being flung from a precipice* 
may have them mended by his surgeon. But what 
hope is there whei^they have dissolved away in the 
grave 1" 

A high official personage, since dead, noto 
rious for his parsimony, and peculiarly for his reluc- 
tance to contribute to charitable institutions, was 
seen at a charity sermon for some school, in which 
Fox and Sheridan were accidently interested. How 
far the sermon had acted on this noble person's libe- 
rality became a question over the table. " I think 
he gave his pound," said Sheridan. " Impossible," 
said Fox, ^ the rack could not have forced such a 
sum from him ; or, he must think that he is going to 
die." " Poh," was Sheridan's reply, " the sum isnot 
JUHch ; even Judas threw away twice the monejr." 
** Yes," returned Fox ; " but how long was it before 
he was hanged ?" 

Gibbon, one of the most fastidious of men, and 
disposed by neither party nor personal recollections 
to be enamoured of Fox, describes his conversation 
as admirable. They met at Lausanne, spent a day 
without other company, ^ and talked the whole day :" 
the test was sufficiently long under any circum- 
stances, but Gibbon declares tlmt Fox never flagged ; 
hJ8 animation and variety of topic were inexhaust- 
ible. 

Major Doyle, the present Gen. Sir John Doyle, 
«rho after a course of renown in the field and the 
isenate, is still the life of his circle, and abounds in 
ibe spirit and pleasantry of his early years ; was. 
Tor a long period, private secretary to the prince, 
rhe clKMce had nothing to do with politics or Eng« 
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Hsh connexions, for Doyle was an Irishman and a 
stranger, or known only by his character for wit and 
eloquence in the Irish parUament, where he had at- 
tained a high rank among opposition. The prince, 
already acquainted with his name, met him in the 
crowd of an enormous London route, was struck 
with his obrious intelligence, and invited him at the 
moment to accompany a large party who were going 
to spend the week at the Pavilion. There the first 
impression was so fidly confirmed, that he offered 
him the private secretaryship, and Doyle wasthen<se« 
forth one of the stars of the Brighton galaxy. It is 
an honour to this distinguished gentleman and sol- 
dier, that neither time nor circumstance has vrom 
away his feelings for his royal friend : to whom, on 
all occasions, he unequivocally and eloquently gives 
the tribute of having been the most attractive and 
accomplished man whom he ever met, in the range 
of a Ufe spent in the best society of Europe ; as the 
most open-hearted and even-tempered of human be- 
ings, during the entire period of their intercourse ; 
as possessing a remarkable degree of knowledge, 
peculiarly on military subjects ; and, on the whole, 
as gifted with acquirements and aUlities which, if 
the field for their exertion had not been so sternly 
closed at the commencement of his public life, must 
have placed the Prince of Wales among the most 
popular and eminent individuals who ever ioherited 
the British throne. 

Tlie charges of caprice, and of those sudden 
checks of familiarity which have been subsequently 
laid against him, if they were not founded more in 
the foolish presumption of those who made them, 
than of him who might have had no other means of 
repulsing unworthy society, seem to have had no 
existence at this period. The table was free and 
equal; the prince enjoyed his witticism, and bore 
its reply $ and perhaps at no table in England 
was there more ease, hveliness, or freedom from 
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the royal frown that looks down subjects into 
silence. 

On the king's opening the session of parliament, 
the prince had gone in state in a military uniform 
with diamond epaulettes. At diimer Doyle came in 
late, and, to the prince's inquiry whether he had seen 
the procession ? answered, that he had been among 
the mob, ^ who prodigiously admired his roy^ high- 
nesses equipage." ** And did they say nothing else ?" 
asked the prince, who was at this time a good deal 
talked of, from his encumbrances. 

'^Yes. One fellow, looking at your epaulette, 
said, ' Tom, what an amazing fine thing the prince 
has got on his shoulders !' * Ay,' answered the other, 
' fine enough, and fine as it is it will soon be on our 
ilwulders.^ ^^ The prince paused a moment, then 
looked Doyle in tlie face, and laughing, said, "Ah! 
1 know where that hit came from, you rogue; that 
could be nobody's but yours. Come, take some wine.** 

Curran, the celebrated Irish barrister, was a fre- 
quent guest at the Pavilion, and all his recollections of 
it were panegyrical. He said, and this at a time when 
his intercourse with courts, and nearly with life, was 
at an end; that, considered as a test of colloquial 
livetiness and wit, he had never met any thing supe- 
rior to the prince's table, and that the prince himself 
was among the very first there ; that he had never met 
any man who kept him more on the qtd vive ; and 
if his own habits might have given him a little more 
practice, the prince " fairly kept up at saddle-skirts 
with him." 

St. Leger, a showy Irishman, coming to London, 
and being extensivel>[ known from his connexions 
and manners, had availed himself of the hospitalities 
of whig and tory alike ; and on his first dinner at 
the Pavilion, was laughingly taken to task for his 
indiscriminate taste for the burgundy of both sides.^ . 
H2 
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The Irishman defended himself gallantly, and said, 
that he saw no difference of principle in beauty or 
burgmidy ; but that, "love or drink where he would, 
he would always adhere to his political friends.'* - 

*^ St. Leger is quite rig^,*' said the prince ; *^ he 
promises hke the prospectus of a newspaper, — 
^ open to all parHes^ but influenced by none.* " 

The Lewes races were thinly attended, in conse* 
quence of a rainy day. The prince and a few per* 
sons of rank were there, and underwent a drenching. 
On their return, some observation was made on the 
small number of noblemen on the course. ^ I beg 
pardon," said the prince; "I think I saw a very 
handsome sprinkling of the nobility.** 

The conversation turning on some new eccentri- 
city of Lord George Gordon, his unfitness for a mob 
leader was instanced in his suffering the rioters of 
1780 to break open the gin>4hops, and, in particular, 
to intoxicate themselves by tlie plunder of Langdale's 
great distillery, in Holbom. "But why did not 
Langdale defend his property 1*' was the question. 
" He had not the means,'* was the answer. " Not 
the means of defence ?'* said the prince ; " ask An- 
gelo: }^e, a brewer, a fellow all his life long at cart 
and tierce.'" 

The prince's regiment were expecting orders for 
Ireland. St. Leger said that garrison duty in Dublin 
was irksome, and that country quarters were so 
squalid that they would destroy the lace and uni- 
forms of the regiment, which, even then, were re- 
markably ri(*. " Well, then," said the prince, " let 
them do their duty as dragoons, and scour the country." 

A heavy-heeled cavalry officer, at one of the 
Brighton balls, astounded the room by ^e peculiar 
impreasiveness of his dancing. A circle of affirighted 
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la^es f uttered OTer to the prince, and inquired, 
by what possibility they could escape being tram- 
pled out of the world by this formidable per- 
former. *^ Nothing can be done,'' said the prince, 
'^ since the war is over: then he might have been 
sent back to America as a republication of the stamp 
act." 

Home Tooke was committed to prison on a charge 
of treason, which he bore so loftily, that he was said 
to have an intention of establishing regular club 
dinners in the jail. 

'* The parson had better give a masquerade, and 
appear as TartufTe," said Sheridan. ^ No ; a concert 
is the thing," said the prince : ^ Newgate is a capital 
place for a ketch club." 

Sheridan was detailing the failure of Fox's match 
with Miss Pulteney. " I never thought that any thing 
would result from it," said the prince. " Then," re« 
plied Sheridan, ^ it was not for want of sighs : he sat 
beside her cooing like a turtle dove." 

''He never cared about it," said the prince; '^he 
saw long ago that it was a coup manqu^J" 

At a later period, one of the newspapers quoted a 
speech of Sir Joseph Yorke, who, in his usual good- 
humoured style, said, at some public dinner in win- 
ter, ^ that, for his part, in such society, he knew no 
difference of politics or seasons. And that a coal 
fire, champaign, and good company might turn win- 
ter into summer at any day of the year." 

''Shakspeare and Sir Joseph agree," said the 
prince: 

** Now is the winter of onr diaeoatent 
Made gloitoas sommer by the Son of Tarke.^ 

In Cyril Jackson's visits to Brighton, the conver- 
sation frequently turned on points of literature. On 
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one occasion, the prince quoted a phrase from 
Homer. Jackson doubted, the prince persisted. 
«* Well, then," said the old man, witli the freedom 
of former preceptorship, '»* if that be the line, you 
have got it by heart to puzzle me: you have»flr- 
fofcrf it." ** Let the Homer be brought," said the 
prince, " and now see if I have parroted it." The 
book was brought, and he repeated half the page from 
memory. Jackson was delighted. *' Ah !" said he, 
"I knew that you would be a scholar ; and it was I 
who made you one." • 

Fox disliked Dr. Parr; who, however, whether 
from personal admiration, or from the habit which 
through life humiliated his real titles to respect — ^that 
of fastening on the public favourites of the time, per- 
secuted him with praise. The prince saw a newspa- 
per panegyric on Fox, evidently from the Dr.'s pen ; 
and on being asked what he thought of it, observed, 
that " It reminded him of the famous epitaph on Ma* 
chiavel's tomb, — 

** Tanto nomini mdkun Par elogium." 

If English punning be a proscribed species of wit ; 
though it bears, in fact, much more the character of 
the " chartered libertine," every where repi-obated, 
and every where received ; yet classical puns take 
rank in all lands and languages. Burke's pun on 
the ''divine right of kings and toastmasters," — ^the 
mre £^-inno— perhaps stands at the head of its class. 
But in an argument with Jackson, the prince jest- 
ingly contended that trial by jury was as old as the 
time of Julius Caesar; and even that Csesar died 
by it. He quoted Seutonius : " Jure caesus videtur." 

The late Sir William Curtis was equally known 
for his loyalty and his good living, his speeches and 
his jovial visage ; in particular, that feature which 
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gave Baidolph ht8 fame, was the sign of many a 
banqoet, as it was the theme of a good deal of cari- 
cattmng and temporary pleasantry. The prince, 
looking over one of those caricatures, representing 
Sir William, with an exaggerated nose, going to 
the siege of Walcheren, and singing a puody on 
Black-eyed Susan; remarked, that he supposed 
his old friend would succeed better as an orator 
than a poet, for—- ''no man cut a greater figure in 
the rottrmn^' 

St. Leger was repeating a fragment of a striking 
speech which Grattan had delivered at the Rotunda 
{a place of popular meeting in Dublin), in his par- 
tiamentary canvass. The colonel apologized for its 
want of the original efiect, which ** belonged to tiie 
circumstances under which it had been spoken, — 
the place, the people, the speaker himself," &c. 
" Yes," said the prince, " nothing will do for a speech 
of 6rattan*s but the ore Rahmdoi" 

Among the adventures to which the prince's unre« 
stricted style of life exposed him, he was once 
robbed ; not by his friends or his household, for that 
seems to have been the daily occunence with, at 
least, the lower ranks of both ; but by those profes- 
aional collectors of the streets, who, fifty years ago, 
made a midnight walk in London as perilous as a 
walk in Arabia. The prince and the Duke of Yori& 
had remained till a late hour at one of the St. James's 
Street clubs, where the duke had played, and, by an 
unusual fortune with that honest and open chaoracter, 
had won a considerable sum. The royal brothers 
got into a hackney-coach, and were driving down 
Hayhill, when the coach was suddenly stopped, the 
doors were thrown back, and the robbers, masked, 
presented their pistols : resistance would have been 
idle. The prince hiad a diamond watch of ffreat 
value, which he cleverly slipped under the cuBhioQ» 
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and thus saved : but the duke was obliged to refand 
all his winnings ; and the robbers were so well saA 
tisfied with this prize, that they forgot the prince'ig 
purse, closed the doors, and wished them a good 
night. TUey had evidently been followed fram the 
club-house, and, it was strongly suspected, by somei 
of the gamesters themselves. On driving off, the 
prince triumphantly showed his purse. ** How did 
you contrive to keep it ?" said the duke. " Easily 
enough,*' answered the prince, drawing his watch 
from under the cushion ; '* there is nothmg like hav- 
ing the wcUch in the coach with one." 

The leading barristers, Erskine, Adam, Ponsonby, 
Curran, Butler, and others, were frequent guests at 
the Pavilion. The society of those accomplished 
men speaks not slightly for the intellect that could 
have enjoyed their company ; and innumerable anec- 
dotes might be told of their intercourse. 

Erskine, always animated, full of conversation, 
and sportive, was then in the flower of his fame 
Led by his original propensities to take the side of 
th3 whigs, and personallv attracted by Fox, Erskine 
had embraced party with a vividness natural to his 
character, and a sincerity new to his profession. No 
man, within memory, had so rapidly mastered the 
dif&cuities of rising at the bar. His singidar elo- 
quence, boldness, and fervour broke down the bar- 
riers of that most jealous and repulsive of profes- 
sions ; and, from the moment of nis appearing, he 
was visibly marked for the highest success : he less 
solicited popularity than was carried on its shoulders 
up to fame and fortune. The Dean of St. Asaph's 
case, the trials of Keppel, Hardy, and a succession 
of others, made him the idol at once of the people 
and the bar. By the power given to genius alone, of 
impressing its own immortality on all that it touches, 
he turned the dry details of' law into great inieU 
lectual and historic records, exalted the concerns of 
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private indhridiials into monnments of national free* 
dom, and raised on common and temporary topics^ 
some of the richest trophies of forensic eloquence in 
any age or nation. 

£rskine, by the result of thoi^e extraordinary die- 
plays, was a benefactor to the whole state-^to the 
crown, the government, and the people. The times 
were disturbed in both the earlier and later periods 
of those great orations. In the former, the people 
were agitated by fears of the crown ; in the latter, 
the crown was made jealous by fears of the people ; 
prerogative in the one instance, and revolution in the 
other, were the terrors on both sides. The success 
of Erskine's incomparable appeals to the law showed 
the people that they liad a sure defence in the last 
extremity, and thus quieted their alarms. His effect 
on the common sense of the people gradually quieted 
the alarms of the crown, which luid been excited 
only by the dread that revolutionary principles were 
largely vitiating the national allegiance. Erskine 
proved that those principles were but on the surface, 
that the depths of the soil were of the same ancient 
and generous mould ; and that the worst evil of the 
day was but the mixture of a few weeds foreign to the 
clime, and certain to be soon extinguislted and over- 
grown by the native exuberance of the loyalty of 
England. 

With the common fate of lawyers, Erskine added 
nothing to his legal distinctions by his appearance in 
parliament. Locke, in his chapter on the association 
of ideas, speaks of a man who, having learned to 
dance in a chamber where his trunk lay, could never 
afterward dance where that trunk was not present 
to inspire his agility. Something of this fetter, per* 
tiaps, clings to all men long accustomed to effort, 
mental or bodily, in a peculiar place* The barristert 
divested of the array of judge, jmy, counsel, and 
constables, loses the sources of his oratory ; the 
props of his invention are stricken from under him ; 
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the springr-welLi of his fancy are dbriednp ; the landH 
scape, adust as it is, on which his eye fixed with the 
delight of a life of litigation, fills that eye no more; 
He is the Arah of the desert ; his hand is against 
every man. and every man's hand against his ; but 
he must have the desert for his display : and thrown 
into the ^ populous ways of men," the prince of 
plunderers is strange and helpless, a fugitive or a 
mendicant Curran, the readiest and most versatiie 
of human beings, a man whom it would seem im- 
possible to embarrass by circumstances, pathetically 
declared, that "without his wig he was nothing." 
He said, that he felt not merely his barristerial phy- 
siognomy diminished, but his brains; he acknow- 
ledged the hand of another Delilah upon him, and 
the extinction of his faculties followed tbe curled 
honours of his brow. When the Dublin banisters 
were compelled to appear without their wigs in court, 
from the chamber where they were kept being over- 
flowed by the river ; Curran, opening a cause, began, 
*' My lord, and gentlemen of the jury, the counsel for 
the plauntiff is— what remains of me." 

But Erskine, liKe many characters of peculiar 
liveliness, liad a morbid sensibility to the circum- 
stances of the moment, which sometimes strangely 
eiifeebled liis presence of mind : any appearance of 
neglect in his audience, a cough, a yawn, or a whis- 
per, even among the mixed multitude of the courts, 
and strong as he was there, has been known to dis- 
hearten lum visibly. This trait was so notorious, 
that a solicitor, whose only merit was a remarkably 
vacant face, waa said to be often planted opposite to 
Erskine by the adverse party, to yawn when the ad- 
vocate began. 

The cause of his first failure in the house was not 
unlike this curious mode of disconcerting an orator. 
He had been brought forward to support the falling 
fortunes of Fox, then struggling under the weight 
of the**coaflHioa." The "India Bill" had heaped 
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the kin^s almost open hostility on the accumulatloii 
of paUic wrath and grievance which the ministen 
had with such lucldess industry heen employed 
daring the year in raising for their own ruin. Fox 
looked abroad for help; and Grordon, the memher 
for Portsmouth, was displaced from his borough, and 
Erskine was brought into the house, with no slight 
trimnph of his party, and perhaps some degree of 
anxiety on the opposite side. On the night of his 
first speech, Pitt, evidently intending to reply, sat 
with pen and paper in his hand, prepared to catch the 
argoments of this formidable adversary. He wrote 
a word or two ; Erskine proceeded ; but with every 
additional sentence Pitt's attention to the paper re- 
laxed; his look became more careless; and he obvi- 
ously begfan to think the orator less and less worthy 
of his attention. At length, wMe every eye in the 
house was fixed upon him, he, with a contemptuous 
smile, dashed the pen through the paper,^and flung 
them on the floor. Erskine never recovered from 
this expression of disdain ; his voice faltered, he 
struggled through the remainder of his speech, and 
Bank into his seat dispirited and shorn of his fame. 
• But a mind of the saliency and variety of Erskine's 
must have distinguished itself wherever it was de- 
termined on distinction ; and it is impossible to be- 
lieve, that the master of the grave, deeply-reasoned, 
and glowing eloquence of this great pleader, should 
not DAve been able to bring his gifts with him from 
Westminster-hall to the higher altar of parliament. 
There were times when his. efforts in the house re- 
minded it of his finest effusions at the bar. But 
those were rare. ^He obviously felt tliat his place 
was not in the legislature ; that no man can wisely 
bpe for more than one kind of eminence ; and ex- 
cept upon some party emergency, he seldom spoke, 
uid probably never with much expectation of public 
efect His later years lowered his name ; by his 
tetirenient from active life, lie lost the habits forced 
I 
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upon him by professional and publie rank ; and wan* 
dered through society, to the close of his days, a 
pleasant idler ; still the gentleman and the man of 
easy wit, but leaving society to wonder what had 
become of the great orator, in what comer of the 
brain of this perpetual punster and story-teller, tliis 
man of careless conduct and rambling conversation, 
had shrunk the glorious faculty, that in better days 
fashed with such force and brightness ; what cloud 
' had absorbed the lightnings that had once alike pene'> 
trated and illumined the heart of the British nation* 
Erskine's well-known habit of talking of himself, 
often brought the jest of the table against him. He 
was once pane^rizing his own humanity: " There," 
said he, " for mstauce is my dog ) I wish it to be 
happy in this life, I wish it to be happy in the other. 
Like the Indian, I wish that wherever I may go my 
faithful dog shall bear me company." "And a con- 
foundedly «n/ttdry doghe would be," murmured Jekyll. 

All the London world was amused by Mingay's 
retort on Erskine, in one of those fits of laudation. 
The trial was on some trivial question of a patent 
for a shoe-buckle. Erskine held up the buckle to 
the jury, and harangued on " the extraordinary in- 
genuity of an invention which would have astonished 
and delighted past ages. How would my ancestors," 
said he, " have looked upon this specimen of dexte- 
rity !'* From this point he started into a panegyric 
on his forefathers. Mingay was counsel for the op- 
posite side ; and concluded his speech with, — " Gen- 
tlemen, you have heard a good deal to-day of my 
learned friend's ancestors, and of their probable 
astonishment at his shoe-buckle. But, gentlemen, I 
can assure you their astonishment would have been 
quite as great at his shoes and stockings.'*^ 

The conversation at the Pavilion once turned on 
thfi choice of professions. After a number of opi^ 
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nions in favour of the church, the army, and the other 
leading pursuits, Erskine pronounced for the bar, as 
•* conducting to surer public distinctions than any 
other ;" rather loftily adding, that ** it was fitter for 
combining with noble blood than any of them, the 
army excepted." The allusion was obvious ; and 
Curran, on being asked his sentiments, said, ^ that A« 
had not the same reasons for cherishing the bar : he 
had brought to it no hereditary honours to foster; he 
had no infusion of noble blood to pour into it ; but 
he believed as much money, and as much vexation, 
could be earned at it as in any other profession.— 
For one thing, however," he gracefully added, " 1 must 
feel indebted to the bar, and that is, its hiaving raised 
me from an humble origin into the societv of persons 
of the highest merit, and introduced the son of a 
peasant to the friendship of his prince." 

Curran and Erskine had frequent opportunities of 
meeting, and must have looked on each other's 
powers with respect. But this foible of the English 
barrister sometimes shook the Irishman's philosophy. 
Grattan's name was mentioned ; and Erskine casu- 
ally asked what "he said of himself." "Said of 
himself!" was Curran's astonished interjection; — 
" nothing. Grattan speak of himself! Why, sir, 
Henry Grattan is a great man ; sir, the torture could 
not wring a syllable of self-praise from- Grattan, — 
a team of six horses could not drag an opinion of 
himself out of him. Like all great men, he knows 
the strength of his reputation, and will never con- 
descend to proclaim its march like the trumpeter of 
a puppet-show. — Sir, he stands on a national altar, 
and it is the business of us inferior men to keep up 
the fire and the incense. You will never see Grattan 
stooping to do either the one or the other." 

This sally may have been stimulated in some de- 
gree by one of those fits of irritability to which 
Outran was liable ; but no man could be more en* 
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titled to the praise than the speaker himself. Of 
course, every man of vigorous faculties knows his 
own powers, and knows them better than the world 
can. But no popular applause, and he was its idol, — 
no homage of his profession, and he was the ac- 
knowledged meteor of the Irish bar, — ^and no admi- 
ration of private society, and he was the delight of 
the table,-— could ever betray Curran into self-praise. 

It must be supposed, that when he was thus scru- 
pcdous ia his own instance, he demanded no less re- 
serve from others. When Lord Byron rose into 
fame, Curran constantly objected to his talking of 
himself, as the great drawback on his poetry. 

'* Any subjecV' said he, ** but that eternal one of 
self. I am weary of knowing once a month the 
state of any man*s hopes or fears, rights or wrongs. 
T should as soon read a register of the weather, the 
barometer up so many inches to-day and down so 
many inches to-morrow. I feel skepticism all over 
me at the sight of agonies on paper, things that 
come as regular and as notorious as the full of the 
moon. The truth is, his lordship weep^for the preMs, 
and wipes fUs eyes mitk the public»^^ 

Curran, even when he found all the objects of his 
ambition broken up, and himself fixed in an unsuit- 
able and uncongenial office, while his whole party 
were enjoying the rewards of political success,— fixed, 
as he characteristically said, " in a garret-window to 
see the procession go by below," — ^rather laughed 
at his mischance, than contrasted it with his ability. 
His services were matter of public record, and to 
those he appealed boldly : but his talents he left to 
be judged of by his countrymen, and to be replaced, 
if they could, by the ablest of a party which had 
betrayed and defrauded the most brilliant mind of 
Ireland. 

An occasional ffuest, and a sufficiently singular 
one, was the Inaa Franciscan Arthur O'Leary; a 
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man of strong faoolties and eonaiderable knowledge. 
His first celebrity was as a pamphleteer, in a long 
battle with Woodward, the able bishop of Cloyne, in 
Ireland, on questions of the establishment ; in which 
he generally contrived to have what a Frenchman 
woiSd reckon as victory, les rieurs de son eM. — One 
of his retorts to the bishop's arguments against pur* 
gatory, wasa recommendation, that **his lordship 
would be content to stop there; for he might gojur* 
ther and/are worte,^ 

O'Leanr abounded in Irish anecdote, and was a 
master of pleasant humour, rude enough, but novel 
and characteristic. His chief claim, however, was, 
that he was no unskilful medium of intercourse 
between his church and the whigs ; and contributed 
in no slight degree to the popularity of the prince in 
Ireland. 

Ourran professed, that he kept up his acquaint- 
ance with O'Leary, in the hope that, as St. Francis 
occasionally holds the keys of paradise, he misht let 
him in. " Better for you," was the reply, " that he 
should keep the keys of the other place, that he 
might let you outJ* 

An officer of remarkable stature was complaining 
at the princess table of the neglect of some memo- 
rial at the Horse Guards. O'Leary consoled him by 
observing, that "no gentleman stood higher in the 
opinion of his friends, and no man could look dtmn 
on him, at the Horse Guards or elsewhere." 

Sheridan said, that he considered claret the true 
parliamentary wine for the peerage ; " for it might 
make a man sleepy or sick, but it never warmed his 
heart or stirred up his brains. Port, generous port, 
was for the commons ; it was for the business of 
life, it quickened the circulation and the fancy 
together. For his part, he never felt that he spoke 
I 2 
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1 after a couple of bottles.^ O^Leary 
^*this was like a porter; he could 
^without a ^od on his head.** 

iman, introduced at this period to the 
lemorable instance of the power of 
) was O'Beime, afterward bishop of 
nd. He had been educated at St. 
I Roman Catholic priesthood. Re- 
oUege from a visit to his friends in 
ipened to stop at the inn of some 

so humble, that its whole stock of 
but one shoulder of mutton ; which 

ordered for dinner. While it was 
(t-chaise with two gentlemen stopped 
;s ; the roasting shoulder of mutton 
appetites; they had travelled some 
^eary, and they agreed that the next 
not be better spent than in dining on 
iget. 

ficulty arose, on their being told, that 
in the house belonged to a ** yoong 
I above-stairs." The travellers were 
ced; but after a little consultation, 

landlady's idea, that the shoulder 
's ; but that, to save the credit of her 
r Irishman should be invited to partake 
3 despatched as ambassadress; but 
an ineffectual attempt at persuasion, 
Lt ** the young gentleman was not to 
It on the contrary, protested that no 
nor any ten on earth, should deprive 
Jr.'* This menacing message, now- 
ired by the appearance of O'Beime 
lumouredly saying, that though he 
[uish the shoulder of mutton to any- 
ey would partake of it with him, he 

to have their company at dinner,'* 
was pleasantly made and pleasantly 
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aceepted. The party sat down ; the botUe went 
ronnd; none of the three was deficient in topics i 
and before the ereninff closed, the travelleis were 
so much stmck with we aj^arance and manners 
of their entertainer, then a very handsome yoong 
man, and always a very quick, anecdotical, and. inteU 
ligent one, that they asked him, ^ What he meant to 
do with himself in the world t'* His destination 
for the Irish priesthood was immediately set down 
as altogether inferior to the prospects wnich might 
lie before his abilities in English life. On parting, 
tl]« traTcUers gave him their cards, and desired him 
to call on them on his arrival in London. We may 
judge of his surprise, when he found that his guests 
were no less personages than Charles Fox and the 
Duke of Portland ! 

Such an invitation was not likely to be declined. 
His two distinguished friends kept their promise 
honourably ; and in a short period O^Beime enjoyed 
all the advantages of the first society of the empire* 
What his graceful appearance and manners gained 
in ^e first instance, was kept by his literary acquire- 
ments and the usefulness of his services. He was 
for a considerable period on a confidential footing 
in the Duke of Portland's household, and much em- 

Kyed in the party negotiations of the time. Among 
lighter labours were two dramas, from the 
French which he assisted the Dutchess of Devon-* 
shire in translating and adapting for the stage; and 
of whose failure, for they seem to have been blown 
away bv a tornado of criticism, the assistant gal« 
laotly bore the blame. But O^Beime had now 
securely fastened himself on prosperity, and '^ nei- 
ther domestic treason nor foreign levy,*' neither the 
check of a negotiation nor the overthrow of a drama, 
could upM>ot him. On Howe's conciliatory mission 
to Ameriea, O'Beime was sent with him as chaplain, 
and in some measure as secretary. The mission 
was flung into uttir scorn by the Americans, as 

Digitized by Google 



104 ftEOROE THE FOURTH. [1787. 

everyone predicted that it would be; but the chap- 
lain preached a famous sermon at New- York, and 
brought home the only laurels of the embassy. 

On Lord Fitzwilliam^s fatal appointment to the 
viceroyalty of Ireland, O'Beime accompanied him as 
chaplain and private secretary, and with the usual 
promise of the first diocess. The viceroyalty lasted 
but six months; yet six months which were long 
enough to lay the foundations of the rebellion. The 
alternate feebleness and violence of this brief go< 
vernment, of whose results the noble viceroy was pro- 
bably as unconscious as the babe unborn, made the 
change one of imperious necessity. Yet O'Beime 
escaped from the wreck ; floated where all was going 
down round him; and had scarcely reappeared in 
London, when he was raised to the peeraffe, and the 
opulent bishopric of Meath, valued at 8000?. a-year. 

Whether this accession of rank and wealth added 
equally to his happiness, is a graver question. It 
may well be presumed that they were not gained 
without envy, nor, at such a time, held without at- 
tack* His change of religion, though at an early pe- 
riod of life, and on conviction, was not forgotten by 
his fellow-students at St. Omer's, who were now 
scattered through Ireland as priests. His political 
coimexions were at an end ; their debt had been paid ; 
and except a solitary letter from the Duke of Port- 
land, his English intercourse was closed. The party 
fiercenesses of Ireland are always bitter in the degree 
of their unimportance; their patriotism tears the 
country with the passion and the impotence of chil- 
dren. And to this worthless and nameless strife was 
a man relegated, who had spent the flower of his 
days in the first society of England, among women, 
the "cjmosures" of elegance and fashion ; in constant 
intercourse with men of first-rate ability and national 
influence ; and in the centre and living glare of those 
great transactions which moved all Europe, and 
i^rhich will shape its history for ages to come. 

Digitized by Google 



1787.] THB prince's friends. 105 

The restlessness natural to snch a life, rather than 
the necessi^ for reform, urged him to a hasty re- 
form in his mocess. But there is no operation more 
delicate, under any circumstances ; and no reliance, 
on the value of his intentions could shield their prac-' 
tice from long and bitter animadversion. He died a 
few years ago; after a career which might have 
made an instructive and curious biography, and no 
bad manual of " the art of rising in the world.** 

Those statements are given from public rumour ; 
but the fact that 0*Beime was the extmguisher of the 
''commercial propositions,** so well known in the 
history of the Insh legislature, in 1785, rests on 
higher authority. — Ministers, for the purpose of equal- 
izing the system of trade, and diminishing the re- 
strictions on the commerce between England and Ire- 
land had transmitted a series of resolutions to the 
Irish viceroy, the Duke of Rutland; whose chief se- 
cretary, Mr. Orde, was the instrument of bringing 
them forward in the house. The measures were ad- 
vantageous ; for, in Grattan*s language, who favoured 
them on their introduction, " They put an end to 
debt, they established Irish economy, and they made 
the British minister a guarantee to the integrity of 
the house of commons and the economy of the 
Irish govemmemt.** The address was carried unani- 
mously. 

0*Beime was at that period occupied in writuig 
on commercial subjects ; and a pampmet, in which he 
examined the " propositions," threw so strong a light 
on their disadvantages to the trade of some of the 
outports, that ministers began to be startled at their 
own measure. The propositions were accordingly 
returned to Ireland modeled. But the Irish oppo- 
nents of government had now found a theme, and 
they made unsparing use of it. Flood, a man of 
great natural powers, highly cultivated, and who 
" wielded the fierce democracy without a rival,** until 
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the spirit of Mammon came over him, and in an un« 
deserved pension he buried his fame and his facul- 
ties together, was vehement in his reprobation of 
the measure. He charged it with overthrowing' the 
independence of Ireland. " The British parliament 
has declared," said he, "that the laws of British 
commerce shall be adopted in Ireland. There is but 
one thing more for the British parliament to declare, 
—that there shall be a slave-trade in Ireland ! The 
freedom of our constitution is necessary to support 
the freedom of our trade. But if a parliament 
could be so profligate, so base as to attempt that 
liberty — (here rttzgibbon, afterward Lord Clare, the 
chief organ of the Irish government, contemptuously 
cheered.) " I ask yow," exclaimed Flood, raising his 
tone, " may it not be attempted ? But my voice shall 
be heard at the extremities of the land. My head 
and my heart are independent. My fortune is inde- 
pendent of prince or people. I am content to be a 
fellow-subject with my countrymen ; but I will not 
be their fellow-slave. Thai man shall not descend to 
the grave in peace who would destroy the freedom of 
my country." j 

The menace was characteristic, and perfectly in- | 
telligible ; but nothing could fall lighter on Fitzgib- I 
bon, who was as fearless in the field as he was haughty i 
in the cabinet, insolent in the house, and tyrannical 
every where else ; and who, being a good, swords- 
man and a capital shot, was in all points a first-rate 
Irish attorney-general. 

But if Flood lashed the contrivers of the measure, 
Grattan thundered and lightened on the measure 
Itself. *' Contemplate for a moment," exclaimed this 
nervous orator, " the powers this bill piesumes to 
perpetuate ; — a perpetual repeal of trial by jury ; a 
perpetual repeal of the great charter; a perpetual 
writ of assistance ; a perpetual felony to strike an ^ 
exciseman. 

'♦The late Chief-Baron Burgh, speaking on the 
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revenue bill, justly said, 'You give to the dipping 
rule what you should deny to the sceptre/ 

* • • -^ • A • 

"• Could the parliament of England covenant to 
subscribe your lawsl Could she covenant that 
young Ireland should command, and that old Eng* 
land should obe^rt If such a proposal to England 
were treachery, in Ireland it cannot be constitution* 
I rest on the authority on which the revolution rests. 
Locke says, in his chapter on the Abolition of Go* 
vemment, that * The traasfer of legislative power is 
the abolition of the state, not a transfer.' 

** Thus I congratulate this house and myself, that 
it is one of the blessings of the British constitution, 
that it camiot perish of rapid mortality,— not die in 
a day, like the men who should protect her. An^ 
act which would destroy the liberty of the people is 
dead-bom from the womb. Men may put down the 
puldic cause for a season ; but another year will see 
the good institution of parliament shaking off the 
tomb, to reascend in all its pomp and plenitude.^' 

Grattan then turned to the prohibitions, and smote 
them in a memorable passage. — ^**See now, what 
you obtain by compensation. A covenant not to 
trade beyond the Cape of Good Hope or the Straits 
of Magellan ! This is not a surrender of the politi- 
cal rights of the constitution, but of the natural 
rights of raan,-«not of the privileges of parha- 
ment, but of the rights of nations : not to sail beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope or the Straits of Magellan, 
an awful interdict ! Not only European settlements, 
but neutral countries excluded ; and God's providence 
shut out in the most opulent boundaries of creation I 
Other interdicts go to particular places, for local rea^ 
sons, because they belong to certam European 
states; but here are neutral regions forbidden, and a 
path prescribed to the Irishman in the open sea. 
Other interdicts go to a determinate period of time ; 
but here is an eternity of restraint I You are to hsve 
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no trade at all daring the existence of any compapj'; 
and no free trade to those countries after its expira- 
tion. This resembles rather a judgment of God than 
SRoctoJ^the legislature, whether you measure it by 
immensity of space or infinity of duration, and has 
nothing human about it but its presumption.^* 

It has been the habit of late years to scoff at Irish 
eloquence ; but let the scoffers produce among them^ 
selves the equal of this passage, or of a thousand 
others that still live in the records of the fallen parJ 
liament of Ireland. The meager and affected styld 
which has at length so universally pervaded the deJ 
partments of public speaking — parliament, bar, an^ 
pulpit — shrinks with natural jealousy from the magJ 
nificence and native power of this great faculty of 
appeal to the understandings of all men alike ; whosd 
excellence was, that, at once enriched and invigo^ 
rated by the noblest imagination, it awo^e &e reasoi^ 
not less than the feelings ; and even in its most fan4 
tastic decoration, lost nothing of its original strengthJ 
It was ornamented ; but its force was no more sacriJ 
ficed to ita ornament, than the solid steel of the 
Greek helmet to its plumage and sculptures. GratJ 
tan and Currsm in Ireland, Sheridan and Bink^ 
in this country, were among the most logical of 
speakers ; their finest illustrations were only mort 
powerful arguments. The gold and jewels of tha^ 
sceptre which they waved over the legislature witW 
such undisputed supremacy, only increased thd 
weight and substantiad value of the emblem. 

The obnoxious resolutions were withdrawn, and 
the house was in an uproar of applause. Curran 
finished a speech, full of every attribute of oratoryj 
with a fine peroration. 

** The bill is at an end. The cloud that had been colJ 
lecting so long, and threatening to break in tempest 
and ruin on our heads, has passed harmlessly away 
The siege that was drawn round the constitution 
is raised, ^d the enemy aye gone : Juvett ire et Do- 
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riea emtbrtu We Buy mm so abroad withovt feart 
and trace tiw dangaia from wnich we hare escaped. 
Hsie was drawn tbe line of chctinnrallatilofi thai cot 
us off for ever from the eastern worid, and there the 
coireq poi idingODe that endbeedusfhimthewest.'' 
The orator now adverted to tbe principal meaibers 
who had eoBtribated to the defeat of me measure, 
in 8 few words, which, from their locality, poduced 
an electfic effect on the whole eager assemblage. 

**• Him!* said he, pointing to Mr. OonoUy, a coira- 
tiy g^eiiileman of great pubuc influence, and brother- 
m-lftw to the I>nke of Lemster, ^'Here stood the trusty 
marmer on bis old stati(», the mast-head, and gave 
the signal. Here stood Mr. Flood, tbe collected 
wisdom of Estate, explaining your weakness and 
your strength, detecting every ambuscade, and point- 
ing to the masked battery tbiat was tonight to bear 
on the sbiine of freedom ; and here, Mr. Grattan was 
exerthig an eloquence almost more than human ; in- 
sirring, forming, directing, animating totibe g^at 
IWDrnosos of yonrsalvation.'* 

The introductioii of a doubtof the legislative inde- 
pendence of Ireland into one of tbe resolutiohs, Jiad 
produced tbe result of overthrowing the whole. 
Whether tixis were aecideiit,or (asismore probable) 
eabmet dexterity, the puipose oi the EngliflAi govern- 
ment was answered. It was even more than an- 
swered ; lor the withdrawal of the resolutions raised 
the pop^arity of tbe minister in Ireland. Thus the 
parhameat exulted in the Hibernian triumph of ^am- 
uie a loss; and the English administration were 
reeved from the burden of a measure which might 
have deeply shaken their popularity at home. But 
the inspirer of this piece of unwilling wisdom was 
O'Beirae. 

lliese was still a littie appendix to tbe debate; 

for Htzgifobon faavinr said, with his usual inso^ 

lence, ^tbatii^ Irdand sou^t to quarrel with Great 

Britain, she w^ abeaotted nation; and that Great 

K 

Digitized by Google 



110 OBORGE THE FOVBTH. 

BritaiB was not easily roused nor easily appei 
adding the still more offensive remark, ^ that Ireb 
was easily roused, and easily appeased ;'* this e: 
official taunt raised a storm of indignation, 
whole opposition demanded an apology ; which 
tardily made by Fitzgibbon's proud heart, in 
jshape of an iB3y)lanation. But Curran was not t 
be so pacified; He had -been bruised by the attoD 
ney-general's official superiority in the courts, and hi 
took a fi^t;e ddight in infliettng vengeance on bin 
where his precedency went for .nothing* H^ nof 
pounced upon the oppressor, tore his character k 
pieces, and declared that— -'< the libel which he hm 
so contumeliously ventured to fix on Irelafod, was iA 
his own person a truth ; that he was easUyraitaed and 
easily put domu^ The result was a duel ; in which 
the parties fired without effect. But the hatred did 
not pass away with the rencounters Fitzgibbon, on 
leaving the ground, said» with unchivalric bitterness, 
" Well, Mr. Curran, you have escaped for this time." 
Curran retorted witn severer. pungency — ^"If 1 did, 
it was no fault of yours,' sir ; you look aim enou^'" 

The hostility continued through life, in the house 
and out of the house. • Fitzgibbon rose to the sumimt 
of his profession, and was, in a few years after, 
Lord Chancellor. But he had not the magnanimitjr 
to forget in the chancellor what he had suffered in 
the lower grades of office. The " king did not fo^ 
give the injuries of the Duke of Orleans ;" power 
seemed only to reinforce his hostility; said Curran 
constantly charged him with labouring to crush, by 
the weight of the beneh, the antagonist whom he 
could not overcome by his talents* But never man 
. less consulted his own ease, than the chancellor by 
this perversion of authority. His adversary was not 
to be extinguished ; the contiest only roused him into 
the keener exertion of his great abilities. On all 
occasions Curran smote or stung him; and the 
whole annals of vindictive oratory probably con- 
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taia nothing more eauxniating, more utteily tear- 
ing off the skioy and steeping the nak^d nerve in 
poison* than Currants celebrated invective on Lord 
Clare, in his speech before the privy comicil of 
Ireland. 

The prince was fond <^ manly sports ; and cricket 
was often played in the lawn before the Pavilion, and 
th^ ctinner which, followed was served in a markee. 
On one of those occasions, the Duke of York and 
Sheridan fell into dispute on some point of the same. 
The day was ^ a burning day in die month of Sep- 
tember," the wine had gone round rapidly, and the 
disputants, who had heated themselves with play, and 
were both at all times easily affected by wine, began 
to attract the notice of the table. Shendan at length 
angrily told the duke, '* that he was not be talked out 
of his opinion there or any where else, and that at play 
all men were on a par." The blood of the Bruns« ' 
wicks ffamed« and the duke was evidently about to 
make some peculiarly indignant reply; when the 
prince stood up, and addressed them both. 

The narrator of the circumstance, a person of rank, 
who was present, himself one of the most attractive 

Eublic speakers of the day, has often declared, that 
e never, on any occasion, saw an individual sud- 
denly called on acquit himself with more ability. 
The speech was of some length, tea or fifteen 
minutes ; it was alternately playful and grave, ex- 
pressed with perfect self-possession, and touching on 
the occurrences of the game, the characters of both 
disputants, and the conversation at the table, with 
the happiest delicacy and dexterity. The prince 
made a laughing apology for Sheridan's unlucky 
use of the pmase, " on a par," by bidding his bro- 
ther remember, that the impressions of school were 
not easily effaced, that Dr. Parr had inflicted learn- 
ing upon Sheridan, and that, like the lover in the 
•* Wonder," who mixes his mistress' name with 
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0veiy thing*, and calls to his valet, ** roast me tliese 
Violantes ;'^ the name of Parr was uppermost ift She- 
ridan's sleep : he then ran into a succession of sport- 
ive quotations of the woiti par, in the style of-^* JDm- 
d^epar impar^ equiktre in arundine UmgA ;'* mitil the 
speech was concluded in general gayety, and the dis- 
pute was thought of no mot^^ 

Biography has, at least not flattered Sheiidttn. 
Some of the writers of his life have evidenttt thdtiglit, 
the mote libel the more truth ; and even his attest 
biographer has suffered the cloads on l§b^dan*s 
moral character to sptead to his intellectual. 

But where, in the whole compass of literature, 
shall we look for wit equal, not merely to what 
knight be collected from the mass df ^" eridan*s dra- 
matic efforts, but to that of any one of them. Con- 
greve is the only dramatist who approaches him in 
variousness and grace of dialogue. But in wit, in 
the power of condensing and reding language until 
it sparkles, those alone who read Congreve with a 
view to the comparison can conceive his inferiority. 
There is, probably, more of the essence Of wit m a 
single scene of the ** School for Scandal'' than in 
all that Congreve ever wrote. The facility and 
playfulness of Vanbrugh's dialogue were often 
praised by Sheridan, as a model for the stage. But 
Vanbrugh is content with humour, seldcmi aims at 
wit, and still seldomer reaches his aim. If we are 
to be told that Sheridan often covered the margin of 
his paper with facetise, reserved to be used on fur- 
ther occasion ; what is this, more than the evidence 
that his fancy teemed faster than he required its off- 
spring, that his vein was redundant, and that he de- 
plosited on the margin of his mantiscript the thoughts 
which lie could not crowd into lli^^aI^eady crowded 
dialogue 1 The true test of the rarity and vigour 
of his talent is, how much has it done — ^how immea- 
surably has it distanced all livalship in its time— 
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hofw. dim i»lhe pro(^QCH;,al a sucoci^i; .9iid:witb 
wbat native and perpetual enjoyment, the public, 
after the lapse of half a century, still look upon 
the perished and aitic structure -of the '^ School for 
ScandaL" 

Unhappily, this opinion must be limited to its wit 
The nacH^, the characters, and the plot belonged 
to a state of public manners which n,o man of deco- 
rooa feelings can desire to see revived. Sheridan's 
life fucniflhed only one more of the melancholy 
instances of talent rendered useless, and great op- 
portunities turned into shame and suffering, by the 
want of qualities, higher than .wit, and crowning the 
head of man with honours more enduring than the 
wreaths of genius. " But let justice be done ; let 
him have upon his tennb the prize for which he toiled, 
and for which, neither living nor dead, has he found 
a c<mspetitor. 

But it will be fully allowed, that Sheridaut of whom 
it was said that '^ he never kept a receipt nor a key," 
was as careless in the abandonment or the appropria- 
tion of wit, as of money. His^aeizure of the quaint 
expression of Sir Philip Francis on the unlucky 
peace of Amiens, — ^ This is a peace which every 
one will be pleased with, but no one will be proud 
ot,^ — ^is well known ; though perhaps the winding up 
of the anecdote is not equally puWic. — Sir Philip, on 
learning Sheridan's use of his apothegm, looked 
upon himself as not a little injured, and said, '* Ay, 
that is the way with the whigs ; those fellows suck 
me." Sheridan's reported atiswer was, " You may 
teU Sir Phihp that I, for one, am tiDetmed long ago ; 
bat I think he would ](nake an exceUent dry-nurse.'*^ 

Sheridan's ruin was ambition; and the ruin began 
at his first step into life. He launched into an expen* 
ditore beyond his means ; coped with men of ten 
times his fortunfi, for the first year ; and before it was 
over, was in debt for the rest of his days. His care- 
kssness was systematic; for he openly professed, 
K3 
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^Us maxim, that ^ defct, though an te€i»iMf«tii«lioe, 
was no disgfrace.** The next rock cm wMch hk 
fatal ambition drove him was parUament. By 
attempting to eombine the two chi^acten of «tage 
proprietor and statesman, he lost the advantaffes of 
ooth ; the emoluments of the stage vanished from 
the touch of a man whose soul was in iJae straggles 
of party; while the substantial honours of public 
life were hopeless to one hourly perplexed by the 
task of stage management, and perpetually driven to 
extremity by the shattered finances of his theatre. 
By adopting the firm resolu^n to abttidon ^ther 
career, he might have made himself opoleRt and 
eminent in the other : for such were the superabun* 
dant powers of his mind, that nothing but a steady 
determination was wanting, to b^ve given hinv enu* 
Bence in »iy pursuit within the reach of genius. 

Yet few men coidd plead such excuses lor parlia- 
mentary ambition. Of all the great speakers of a 
dsiy fertile in oratory, Sheridan had the most con«> 
spicuous natural gifts. His figure, at his first intro^- 
duction into the house, was manly and striking; his 
countenance singularly expressive, when excited by 
debate; his eye large, black, and intellectual; and 
his voice one of tiie richest, most flexible, and most 
sonorous, that ever came from human lips. Pitt's 
was powerful, but monotonous; and its measured 
tone often wearied the ear. Fox^s was all confusion 
In the commencement of his speech ; and it reqmred 
some tension of ear throughout to catch his words. 
Burke's was loud and bol<^ but unmusical; and his 
contempt for order in his sentences, and the abrupt- 
ness of his grand and swelling conceptions, that 
seemed to roll through his mind like billows before 
a gale, often made the defects of his delivery more 
striking. But Sheridan, in manner, gesture, and 
voice, had every quality that could give efibct to 
eloquence. 

Pitt and Fox were listened to with profiMmd ie« 
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, mi 111 tileiie^ lm>keii only tnr oceaaioiial 
I ; but fh>m the moment of 8hendan*8 risinfi^, 
IfaAre waft aa expectation of pleasure, which to his 
last daya whs seldom diaappomted. A low murmur 
6f tsugemesB ran round the house ; every word was 
waiehed for, and his first pleasantry set the whole 
assemblage on a roar. Sheridan was aware of this ; 
sad has been heard to say, ^that if a jester would 
never be an orator, yet no speaker could expect to 
be popular in a Jidl house, without a jest ; and that 
be always made the experiment, g;ood or bad ; as a 
laugh gave him the country gentlemen to a man.** 

It is a remarkable instance of the advantages of 
tone and place to an orator, that his speeches on 
Hastings's trial, which were once the wonder of the 
nation, and which Pitt, Fox, and Burke loaded with 
emulous panegyric, are now scarcely reckoned among 
his fortunate eflforts. With the largest allowance for 
party ot policy, it is impossible to doubt that the 
utterers of the panegyric were to a great extent sin* 
cere; or that the nation at large hailed those 
speeches as the most consummate work, the twelfth 
labour, of modem eloquence. Yet Sheridan's total 
carelessness, if not cautious suppression, of them, 
shows that his sagacity was perfectly awake to their 
true value; and the remnants which have come 
down to us appear memorable for nothing but their 
success in bewildering the senatorial understanding, 
and deluding the national sense of justice. 

But in the house he was always formidable ; and 
though Pitt's moral or physical courage never shrank 
from man, yet Sheridan was the antagonist with 
whom he evidently least desired to come into colli- 
sion, and with whom the collision, when it did occur, 
was of the most fretful nature. Pitt's sarcasm on 
him as a theatrical manager, and Sheridan's severe 
yet fully justified retort, are too well known to be 
now repeated ; but there were a thousand instances 
of that •* keen encounter of their wits," in which 
Derson was more involved than party. 
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. ^ I leave,? said Pitt, at the (UHicliision of aa attadc 
of this kind; '*J leave the honourable ^Btleinan 
what he likes so well, the woman's ];^V]lege — the 
last word." Sheridan started up : "I am perfectly 
sensible," said he, *'of the favour which the right 
honourable gentleman means, in offering me a privi- 
lege so peculiarly adapted to hiipself ; but I must beg 
leave to decline the ^i£t. I have no wish for the last 
word: I am content with having the lasi argumenL^* 

But he sometimes aimed a more siweeping jblow, 
and assailed the minister with his whole power. In 
a speech on the suspension of the habeas coipus act, 
in the , disturbances of 1795, after detailing the 
sources of the popular irritability, he drew Pitt's por- 
trait to his face ; of course, in the overcharged co- 
lours of a political enemy, but with great keenness 
and dexterity of exaggeration. 

"I cap suppose the case," said he, " of 2^ haughty 
and stiff-necked minister, who nev^r mixed in a po- 
pular assembly, and who had therefore no coaunon 
feeling with the people, no knowledge of the mode 
in which their intercourse is conducted ; who was 
not a month in the ranks of this house before he was 
raised to the first situation ; and though on a footing 
with any other member, was elevated with the idea 
of a fancied superiority. Such a minister can have 
no communication with the people of England but 
through the medium of spies and informers ; he is 
unacquainted with the mode in which their senti- 
ments are expressed ; he cannot make allowance for 
the language of toasts and resolutions adopted in 
the convivial hour. Such a minister, if he lose 
their confidence will bribe their hate ; if he disgust 
them by arbitrary measures, he will not leave them 
till they are completely bound and shackled ; above 
all, he will gratify the vindictive spirit of apostacy, 
by prosecuting all who dare to espouse the cause 
which he has betrayed; and he will not desist, till 
he has buried in one grave, the peace, the glory, and 
the independence of England." 
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Bot the effect of those yehemeiit appeab was sin- 
gnbaiy heightened by the orator's facility of turnings 
at once from the severe to the ludicrous, and by the 
flashiiigs of his wit giving foi-ce and distinctness to 
his deepest-toned pictures of national calamity. la 
alhtnon to the state trials of 1794, he contemptuously 
said, **' that he never pretended to preternatural va- 
lour, and that, having but one neck to lose, he should 
be BB sorry to find Ms undergoing the operation of 
the lamp-post, as any honour3)le gentleman in that 
house ; but that he must confess he felt himself con- 
siderably cheered by the discovery that the danger 
existed all within the vision of the treasury betich* 
He eoold not help thinking, with the chief-Justice, 
tlBit it was much in favour of the accused, that they 
Ijiad neither ntat, maney^ nor zeed^* 

He then ridiculed the fears of government ^I 
own," said he, ^that there was something in the 
case, quite enough to distuib the virtuous sensibilities 
and loyal terrors of the ri^ht honoimible gentleman* 
But so hardened is this side of the house, that our 
fears did not much disturt) us. On the first trial one 
pike was produced. That was, however, withdmwn. 
Then a terrific instrument was talked of, fpr the an- 
nihilation of his majesty's cavt^; it appeared, upon 
evidence, to be a idotum in a window in Sh^ffidd. But 
I had forgot, there was also a camp in a bade thop , 
an arsenal provided with ninetMukett; and an ex- 
chequer containing the $ame number ofpoundtt ex- 
actly nine, no, let me be accurate, it was nine pounds 
and one bad shilling. 

On the rumours of the Scottidi conspiracy,— 
** There is now," exclaimed he, •* but one way of wis- 
dom and loyalty, and that is panic. The man who is 
not panic-ltruck is to be incapable of common sense. 
Mynonourable friend (Windham) has acquired this 
new faculty, and has been a sage on the new plan 
above a week old. Another friend (Burke) was in- 
s|wred in the same fortunate manner. He has been 

Digitized by Google 



118 axoRes tbe bovrts^ [1787v 

so powerfully affected, that he saw in the skv xu>tibingr 
but cloud, on the earth nothing but a bleak opposi* 
tion, where there was not a politic bush or a shrub 
to shelter him from the coming tempest. Bnt he 
has luckily taken refuge in the ministerial gabardine, 
where, I hope, he may find security from the storm.*' 
— '* The alarm had been broughjt in with great pomp 
and circumstance on a Saturday morning. At night, 
the Duke of Richmond stationed hipiself, among 
other curiosities, at the Tower ! and a great munici- 
pal officer, the lord mayor, made a discovery in the 
east. He had found out that there was in Comhill 
a debating society, where people went to buy treason 
at sixpence a-head: where it was retailed to them 
by inch of candle; and five minutes, me^ured by 
the glass, were allowed to each traitor to perform 
his part in overturning the state. — ^In Edinburgh sfti 
insurrection was planned ; the soldiers were to be 
corrupted ; and this turned out to be — by giving six- 
pence for porter.. Now, what the scarcity of money 
may he in thai country I cannot tell, but it does , not 
strike me that the system of corruption had been 
carried to any great extent. Then, numbers were 
kept in pay, they were drilled in dark rooms by a 
sergeant in a brown coat, and on a given signal they 
were to sally from the back parlour and overturn the 
constitution." 

His quotations from the classics were often happy. 
The allusion to the motto of the Sun newspaper, 
which had been commenced under ministerial patron- 
age, was universally cheered. — " There was one pa- 
per in particular, said to be the property of members 
of that house, which had for its motto a garbled part 
of a beautiful sentence, when it might., with much 
more propriety, have assumed the whole » 

*' Solera quia dicere ftlsmn 
iudeat ? nie etiam cascos instare tomultns 
SflPiie monet, ftaodemqiie et operta tumetoere b«IUa.* ij. 
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Tbe prince, himself remarkable for his dexterity 
in telling a story, was fond of collecting instances 
of the whim and humour of the Irish peasantry. 
One of those was — ^the history of Morgan Prussia. 
Morgan, the gay and handsome son of a low Irish 
fanner, tired of home, went to take the chances of 
the world, and seek his fortune. By what means he 
traversed England, or made' his way to France, is 
not told. But he at length crossed France also, and, 
probably without much knowledge or much care 
whether he were moving to the north or the south 
pole, foimd himself in the Prussian territory. This 
was in the day of the first Frederic, famous for his 
tall regiment of guards, and for nothing else ; ex- 
cept his bein^ the most dangerous compound of fool 
^d madman among the crowned heads of the Con- 
tinent. He had but one ambition, that of inspectuig 
twice a-day a regiment of a thousand grenadiers, not 
one of whom was less than six feet and a half high. 
Morgan was an Irish giant, and was instantly seized 
by the Prussian recruiting sergeants, who fofr^ed him 
to volunteer into the tall battalion. This turrif of fate 
was totaUy out of the Irishman's' calculation ; and 
the prospect of carrying a musket tillliis dying day 
on the Potsdam parade, after having made up his 
mind to live by his wits, and rove the world, more 
than once tempted him to think of leaving his mus- 
ket and his honour behind him, and fairly trying his 
chance for escape. But the attempt was always 
found impracticable; the frontier was too closely 
watched, and Morgan still marclied up and down the 
Potsdam parade with a disconsolate heart; when 
one evening a Turkish recruit was brought in : for 
Frederic looked to nothing but the thews and sinews 
of a man, and the Turk was full seven feet high. 

" How much did his majesty give for catching that 
heathen V said|^rgan to his corporal. " Four hun- 
dred doUan^," was the answei^ He burst out into an 
exckmation of astonishment at this waste of royal 
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treasure upon a Turk. " Why, they cannot be got 
for less," replied the corporal. ** What a pity my 
^ve brothers cannot hear of it I** said Morgfan, ** I am 
a dwarf to any one of them, and the sound of half 
the money would bring them all orer immediately.'* 
As the discovery of a tall recruit was the well-known 
road to favouritism, five were worth at least a paii 
of colours to the corporal ; the conversation was im- 
mediately carried to the sergeant, and from him 
through the gradation of officers to the colonel, 
who took the first opportunity of mentioning it to 
the king. The colonel was instantly ordered to 
question Morgan. But he at once had lost all me- 
mory on the subject. — ^ He had no brothers ; he had 
made the regiment his father and mother and rela- 
tions, and there he hoped to live and die." But lie 
was urged still more strongly, and at length con- 
fessed, that he had brothers, even above the regi- 
mental standard, but that ** nothing on earth eoM 
stir them from their spades." 

Aftei Aome time, the king inquired for the five re- 
cruits, and was indignant when he was told of the 
impossibility of enlisting them. " Send the fellow 
himself," he Exclaimed, ^*and let him bring them 
back." The order was given, but Morgan was 
*' broken hearted at the idea of so long an absence 
from the regiment." He applied to the colonel to 
have the order revoked, or at least given to some one 
else. But this was out of the question, fcMr Frede- 
ric's word was always irrevocable ; and Morgan, with 
a disconsolate face, prepared to set out upon his mis- 
sion. But a new difficulty struck him. '* How was 
be to make his brothers come, unless he showed 
them the recruiting money 1" This objection was at 
last obviated by the Idvance of a sum equal to about 
three hundred pounds sterling, as a first instalment 
for the purchase of his family. Likje a loyal grena- 
dier, the Iristoian was liow ready to attempt anything 
for his coloDil or his king, and Morgan began his 
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ionmey. But, » he was sUmpinf out of the gales 
of Potsdam, another difficulty occurred; and he 
returned to tell the colonel, that of all people exis^ 
ing, the Irish were the most apt to douht a traTeller's 
story, they being in the habit of a good deal of exeiw 
cise in that style themselves ; and that, when be 
should go back to his own country and tell thein of 
the capital treatment and sure promotion that a soldier 
met with in the guards, the probability was, that they 
would laugh in his face. As to the money, ** there 
were some who would not scruple to say that he stole 
it, or tricked some one out of it. But, undoubtedly, 
when they saw him walking back only as acommoo 
soldier, he was sure that they would not believe a 
syllable, let him say what he would, about risiag in 
the service." 

The objection was utelligible enough, and the 
colonel represented it to ^deiic, who, doubly 
outrageous at the delay, swore a grenadier oath, 
ordered Morgan to be made a sens fffider^ or upper 
sergeant, and, with a sword and epaulette, sent nim 
instantly across the Rhine to convmce his fkse. bro* 
thers of the rapidity of Prussian promotion. Mor* 
gan flew to his home in the County Carlow, de- 
hghted the firesides for many a mile round with 
his having outwitted a king and a whole battalion 
of grenaSers, laid out his recruiting money on land, 
and became a man of estate at the expense of the 
Prussian treasury. 

One ceremony remains to be recorded. Once a 
year, on the anniveraaryof the day in which he left 
Potsdam and its giants behind, he climbed a hill 
within a abuart distance of his house, turned him- 
self in the direction of Prussia, and, with the 
most contemptuous gesture ijlhich he could con« 
trive, bade good-by to his majesty ! The mfe was 
long a great source of amusement, and its hero, like 
other heroes, bore through life the name eftouid \ff 
his exploit, Morgan Fruuia> 
L 
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Burke was among the earliest friehds of the 
prince ; and his admirable talents, sincere honesty, 
and inexhaustible zeal in whatever cause he under- 
took, made him ons of the most valuable advocated 
and advisers that his royal highness could hav^ 
found in the empire. No individual in the me- 
mory of the house, had risen to such sudden fame 
as Burke ; if the difficulties pf his first years are 
taken into consideration. Pitt's youth was sus- 
tained by his hereditary renown, at a time when 
to be the son of Chatham was a passport to all 
honours. His early official rank also gave an ex- 
traordinary weight to his authority as a speaker ; 
and when the house listened at once to eloquent 
language and the sentiments of the first minister 
of the crown, the impression was complete. 

Fox had the same advantage of hereditary renown ; 
for, if Lord Holland was an inferior orator to Chat- 
ham, he still was a speaker of distinguished acute- 
ness, force, and knowledge, and the most daring and 
able antagonist of that great man which the house 
had witnessed. 

Fox, too, as the head of opposition, had a species 
of official weight, scarcely less than that of the mi- 
nister. He was tjie oracle of a party which might, 
within twenty-four hours, be masters of the govern- 
ment ; and the most common declaration from the 
lips of the leader must be received with the atten- 
tion due to the public will of the aristocracy of Eng- 
land. 

But Burke had nothing to depend upon but him- 
self; he possessed none of the powerful levers of 
English birth and connexion, to raise him above the 
natinal obstacles that in all lands obstruct the stran*. 
ger. Of all helplessf^eings, an Irishman cast loose 
into the streets of London, at that day, was the most 
helpless.' The Scotchman clung to some lucky emi- 
grant from the north colonized in the fat fertility of 
London ; or found protection in his natioxial name* 
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and patiently woiiced his passage to fortane. But 
the mshman landed in the metropolis, as if he landed 
on the shores of Africa; he was on terra firma^ 
but no more — the earth produced no fruits to hhn ; 
the landscape showed him nothing but a desert; and 
it was a piece of no common good fortune, if his first 
fraternal embrace were not from a bro^eriiood of 
baoditti, and his final residence were not in a dun- 
geon. 

At this period but little intercoiirse subsisted be- 
tween the two countries. They talked of each other 
as if half the world lay between. To England, Ire- 
land was what Sicily was to the Greek — ^a land of 
monsters and marvels, of rebellious giants and des- 
perate hazards, that made the sleek skin of England 
quiver to its extremities. To Ireland, England was 
a place of inordinate prejudice and eternal gloom; 
memorable only for license at home and ambition 
abroad; lavishing 'her vindictiveness on Ireland in 
perpetual visitations of super-subtle secretaries and 
dull viceroys ; in unintelligible acts of parliament, and 
taxes without mercy and without end ; yet, never- 
theless, having certain paths knee-deep in gold-dust 
for the gallant adventurers who were bold enough to 
run the chance of being starved or hanged in the dis- 
covery. 

The romance on both sides has been much cooled 
by time and knowledge. England is no more the El 
Dorado, nor Ireland the Cyclops* cave : the peaceful 
annual importations of her ten thousand paupers and 
her hundred representatives, show the generosity 
with which the sister-country can part with her popu- 
lation for the sake of the empire ; and the zeal with 
which the importation of both is welcomed here 
shows that England is not to be outdone in the mag^- 
nanimous virtues. 

Burke had scarcely entered the house when he 
Irew all eyes upon him. He was marked out for 
eminence, from his first speech. •* A yoimg Irishman 
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has Just appealed heret who astonishes ewerybodyhy 
bis information and eloquence/' was Fitzpatrick's 
account of him to his cortrespondent in Irehind* 

Parliament was Sheridan's undoing; for it excited 
his Tanityy already too headstrong^ preTented him 
horn making aiiy rational efibrt to restore his for^ 
tune, already falling into decay ; and by its tempta^ 
tions alike to the peculiar species of indolence and 
ihe peculiar species of exertion which Sheridan most 
unwisely lored* led him from one eyil to another, 
until his fate was decided. 

To Sheridan* parliament, in its best day, was but a 
brgcor diri), where he found a ready entertainment, 
an easy fame, irregular hours, and a showy, amusing, 
and Taiious society, always willing to receive his 
Jest, and to repay it with am>lause. Thus he flut- 
toed through tife, as the moth round the candle, con- 
linnaily wheeling closer to ruin ; until his flight was 
scotched at last, and he dropped, like the insect, 
withered and wingless, to wnthe on the ground in 
misery for a while, and die. 

But Burke was created for parliament. His mind 
was bom with a determination to things of grandeur 
and diffieulty. . 

** BpfonumteiMiiie daii, pecort inter Inertia, votit 
OgiMi npnim, vat tiAmm d e ecendere monte leoncin.* 

Nothing in the ordinary profession8,;!nothing in the 
trials or trhiraphs of private life, could have satisfied 
the noble hunger and thirst of his spirit of exertion. 
This quality was so predominant, that to it a large 
proportion of his original failures, and of his unfitness 
for general public business, which daefty belongs to 
detulf is to be traced through life. No Hercules 
could wear the irresistible weapons and the tion's 
skin with mora natural supremacy; but none could 
make more miserable work with the distaff. Burke's 
magnitude of grasp, and towering conception, were 
aomuch & part of his nature that he could neverfoiego 
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tfaebr exf^reise, however wisuited to the occasion. 
Let the object be as trivial as it might, his first in* 
stinet was to turn it into all shapes of lofty specular 
tion, and try how far it could be moulded and Eiag- 
nified into the semblance of greatness. If he had no 
large national interest to summon him» he winged 
his tiempest against a turnpike bill; or flung away 
upon the petty quarrels and obscure peculations of the 
underlings of office, colours and forms that might 
have emblazoned the fall of a dynsisty. 

It is only consistent with this power, that but few 
recollections of his private thoughts should remain. 
His conversation was remarkabte for fluency and va- 
riety ; and Johnson's character of it must have been 
deserved. — ^^ Sir, if a stranger were to be driven with 
Mun Burke under a gateway, from a shower, he must 
discover him to be a great man/' But his thoughts 
had little to do with the level of society. Whera 
his treasure was, there were his watchings and his 
aspirations ; and even the fragments of ms familiar 
taUc, that remam, generally bear some reference to 
the public and engrossing topics of the orator and 
the statesman. — ^Windham, always high-flown, had 
been paying some extravagant compliment to the old 
French noblesse. Burke, who, with all his abhor- 
rence of the revolution, was fully awake to the fol- 
lies of the old regime, took his pupil to task on the 
subject. 

** Sir," said he, " you should disdain levity on such 
a theme. I well knew the iinhappy condition of 
those gentlemen. They were brave, gay, and grace- 
ful; they had much more honour than those who 
tore thern down and hunted them like wild beasts; 
and to the full as much virtue as those who libelled 
them most with the want of it; but, for all the true 
enjoyment of life, for every thing in the shape of 
substantial happiness, they might as well have been 
so many galley-slaves. Shut out from every natural 
exertion, and, of course, from every natural reward 
L2 
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of a manly nndentnndiiig; from the professiaDB ; 
ftom literature, except as seribblen of love-aonga ; 
and from ambition, except as the wearers of blue 
and red ribands, and hangers-on about a eourt ; what 
eould they eijov % Political distinction, the noblest 
stirrer of the mdolence of man, was closed upon 
^em. They had nothing for it, but to die of war 
or <fm« r. They absolutely did nothing. Their very 
look wearied me : I would rather haye looked on the 
sculls in the catacombs." 

** Yet,** retorted Windham, ^ I suppose not from 
their industry. I neyer heard that tney did much.** 

" True, sir,** gravely answered Burke; "but they 
don*t shock one*s feelings by pnUnding to be alivt /** 

Yet he was scmetimes innovoked into humomr. 
Dayid Hartley, who bad be«i employed as a u^o- 
tiator of the treaty with America, was remarkable 
for the length and dulness of his speeches* One day, 
when Burke was prepared to take an important part 
in the debate, he saw, to his infinite vexation, the 
house mching down, under Hartley*B influence, from 
an immense assemblage into a number scarcely suf- 
ficient to authorize the Speaker's keeping the chair. 
In the course of this heavy harangue. Hartley had 
occasion to desire that some cla^use in the riot act 
should be read at the table. Burke could restrain 
himself no longer. ** The riot act," said he, starting 
fh>m his seat ; " my honourable friend desires the 
riot act to be read ! What would he have % Does 
he not see that the mob has dispersed already V 

It was of this interminable talker against time, 
that Jenkinson, the first Lord Liverpool, told the 
amusing story,— that, seeing Hartley rise to epeakf 
he left the house to breathe a little of the fresh air. 
A fine June evening tempted him on. It was no 
more than five o'clock. He went home, momited 
his horse, and rode to his villa, some miles from 
town; whflre he dmed, rambled about the grounds, 
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and tiien retnmed at an easy pace to Lmidon. But 
the hour was now nine o'clock ; and conceiTinff that 
the division must be nigh, he sent a note to the house 
to inquire what had been done, and who had spolien. 
-The answer returned was, that ** nobody had spoken 
but Mr. Hartley, and that he was speaking still.** 
The note, however, contained the cheering conjec- 
ture, ''that he might be expected to close soon.** 
Even that conjecture was disappointed ; for, when 
Jenkinson at last went dowa to Westminster, he 
found Hartley on his legs, in the same position in 
which he had left him half a day before, pouring out 
the same sleepy wisdom, and surrounded by a num- 
bering house. The story does not tell by what means 
this inveterate haranguer was ever induced to con- 
clude. But he had, by that time, been speaking five 
liours. 

Fitzpatrick was one of tlie prince's circle, which 
he adorned by his wit and courtly manners. He 
was a handsome man, with the air of fashion, and 
the acquirements which belong to a life sp^it in the 
ihst oj^rtunities of cultivating both mind and man* 
ners. Like aU the leading whigs, he was distin* 
guished for those poetical jeux cTe^mtj those toy* 
ings about the foot of Parnassus, which enabled them 
to possess the pleasures, and some of the reputation* 
of poetry, without challenging eriticism. They 
wrote in the spirit of the French school of ^ royal 
and noble** poets, and with that easy mixture of sport- 
iveness and sarcasm which raised the laugh of the 
moment, and passed away— the true spirit of the 
vert de ioei^t^. But they sometimes affected a graver 
strain ; and Fitzpatrick's ** Inscription on the Temjdi 
of Friendship, at St. Anne's Hill," has, with HoraUan 
lightness, a touch of that melancholy which so deli* 
lately shades the mirtfa of the Epicurean bard. 

« Tbe atar wlKne ndiant beanw adom 
Witb vlTld liffat tlw iteng mom,— 
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The ■eaaon ebtngad, ^th milder ray 
Cheers the sweet hour of parting day ; 
80 Friendship (of the generous hreast 
The earliest and the latest guestX 
III youth's rich mom with ^rdoar glows, 
And brightens life's sereiier close. 

Benignant power ! in this retreat, ■^. 

Oh, deign to fix thy tranquil seat ! 7 . 

Where, raised above life's dusky vale, 
Tby fk?gouritej> brighter seenes shall hail ; 
Tbinlc of the past but as the past, 
And know true happiness at last. 
From life's too anjuoos toils remot«, 
To thee the heart and soul devote ; 
(No more by idle dreams betrayed.) 
See life, what life's at best, a shade; 
Leave ibols to fling tibeir hearts away ; 
And scorn the idol of the day. 
ITes ! while the flowret's in its prime, 
We* 11 breathe the bloom, redeem the time» 
Nor waste a single glance to know, 
What cares disturb the world below !" 

Fitzpatrick, educated with Fox, brought into public 
life with him, initiated at Brookee's, and familiar 
with the whole round of high life, was inevitably a 
Foxite. Fox made him secretary of war, and his 
faith was never impeached, among the changes of a 
time rich in politicsd versatility. It would have been 
fortunate for this attractive prsonage, if he had not 
urged his fidelity into an imitation of more than 
the public life of his friend. But he played deep, 
and exhausted his income and his life together in a 
round of dissipation. Fox, by some marvellous 
power, resisted the effects of gaming, politics, and 

Sleasure alike ; misfortune seemed to rebound from 
im, until it was at last weary of its attacks ; and 
Fox was left to sdmost the tranquil age of a pliiloso- 
pher. But Fitzpatrick's powerful frame broke down 
uito premature decay, and for some years before his 
death, he could be scarcely said to live. 

The trial of Hastings had brought Sir Philip Fran- 
cis into pubUc notice, and his strong Foxite princi- 
ples introduced him to the prince's friends. His rise 
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is etSl unexplained. Fiom a derk in the War-oAoe^ 
he had been suddenly exalted into a commiaaioner for 
TBgnlating the affairs of India, and sent to Bengal 
witii an appointment, estimated at ten thouauid 
pomids a-year. On his Tetnm to England he Joined 
opposition, declared violent hostility against Hast- 
ings, and gave his most zealous assistance to the 
prosecution ; though the house of commons would 
not suffer lum to be on the committ^ of impeach- 
ment. Francis was an able and cffectiTe meaker ; 
with an occasional wildness of manner ana eccen- 
tricity of expression, which, if they sometimes pro- 
voked a smile, often increased the interest of his 
statements. 

But the usual lot of those who have identified 
themselves with any one public subject rapidly over- 
took him. His temperament, his talents, and his 
knowledge were all Indian. With the impeachment 
he was politically bom, with it he lived, and when 
it withered away, his adventitious and local celebrity 
perished along with it. He clung to Fox for a few 
years after; but while the jgreat leader of opposition 
found all his skill necessary to retain his par^ in ex- 
istence, he was not likely to solicit a partisan at once 
so difficult to keep in order and to employ. The 
close of his ambitions and disappointed life was spent 
in ranging along the skirts of both parties, joining 
neither, and speaking his mind with easy, and per- 
haps sincere, scorn of both ; leprobating the whigs, 
during their brief reign, for their neglect of fancied 
promises; and equally reprobating tiie ministiy for 
their blindness to fancied pretensions. 

But he was still to have a momentary respite for 
fame. While he was going down into that c^livion 
which rewards the labours of so many politicians ; a 
pamphlet, ascribing Junius^s letters to Sir Philip, ar- 
rested his descent Its arguments were plausible ; 
and, for awhile, opinion appeared to be in favour of 
the conjecture, notwithstanding a denial from the 
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pvesmned Junius; whicfa^ however, had much the 
air of his feeling no strong dislike.to being suspected 
of this new title to celebrity.* But further exami- 
nation extinguished tho title; and left the secret. 
Which had perplexed so many unravellers of literary 
webs, to perplex the grave idlers of generations to 
come. 

Yet the true wonder is not the concealment, for 
a multitude of causes might have produced the con- 
tinued necessity even after the death of the writer, 
but the feasibility with which the cliief features of 
Junius may be fastened on almost every writer, of 
the crowd for whom claims have been laid to this 
dubious honour; while, in every instance, some 
discrepance finally starts upon the eye, which ex- 
cludes the claim. . 

Burke had more than the vigour, the information, 
and the command of language ; but he was incapa- 
ble of the virulence and the disloyalty. Home 
Tooke had the virulence and the disloyalty in 
superabundance ; but he wanted the cool sarcasm 
and. the polished elegance, even if he could have 
been fairly supposed to be at once the assailant and 
the defender. Wilkes had the information and the 
wit ; but his style was incorrigibly vulgar, and all 
its metaphors were for and from the mob: in addi- 
tion, he would have rejoiced to declare himself the 
writer: his well-known answer to an inquiry on the 
subject was, " Would to Heaven I had !" Utinam 
scripsisBem ! Lord George Germaine has been lately 
brought forward as a candidate ; and the evidence 
fully proves that he possessed the dexterity of style, 
the powerful and pungent remark, and even the in- 
dividual causes of bitterness and partisanship, which 
might be supposed to stimulate Junius : but, in the 

* His note, on tlie occasion, to the editor of one of the newspapers, 
mighc mean any thing or nothing. It was in this style :— " Sir, yoa have 
attribnted to me the writing of Junius's letters. If yoa choose to pxopft- 
ftte a (alae and malicious report} yoa may. '* Yours, &c. " P. F ^ 
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piivate correspondence of Junius with his printer, 
Woodfall, there are contemptuous allusions to Loid 
George's conduct in the field, which at once put an 
end to the question of authorship. 

Dunning possessed the style, the satire, and the 
partisanslup ; but Junius makes blunders in his law, of 
which Dunning must have been incapable. Gerard 
Hamilton (Single-speech) might hare written the 
letters, but he never possessed the moral courage ; 
and was, besides, so consummate a coxcomb, that 
his vanity must have, however involuntarily, let out 
the secret. The argument, that he was Junius, from 
his notoriously using the same peculiarities of 
phrase, at the time when all the world was in fuU 
chase of the author, ought of itself to be decisive 
against him ; for no^ng can be clearer, than that 
the actual writer was determined on concealment, 
and that he would never have toyed with his dan- 
gerous secret so much in the manner of a schoolgirl, 
anxious to develop her accomplishments. 

It is with no wish to add to the number of the 
controversialists on this bluestocking subject, that a 
conjecture is hazarded; that Junius will be found, if 
ever found, among some of the humbler names of 
the list. If he had been a political leader, or, in any 
sense of the word, an independent man, it is next 
to impossible that he should not have left some in- 
dication of his authorship. But it is perfectly easy 
to conceive the case of a private secretaiy, or de- 
pendant of a political leader, writing, Ir^ his com- 
mand, and for his temporanr purpose, a series of 
attacks on a ministry; which, when the object was 
gained, it was of the highest importance to bury, so 
far as the connexion was concerned, in total oblivion. 
Junius, writing on his own behalf, would have, in all 
probability, retained evidence sufficient to substan- 
tiate his title, when the peril of the dis^very should 
have passed away, which it did within a few ye«n ; 
for who would have thought, in 1780, of punishing 
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even the libels <m the kingf in 1770 1 or when, if the 
peril remained, |he writer would have felt himself 
home on a tide of popular applause high above the 
inflictions of law. 

But, writing for another, the most natural result 
was, that he should have been pUclf;ed to extinguish 
all proof of the transaction ; to give up every frag- 
ment that could lead to the discovery at any future 
period ; and to surrender the whole ro3rstery into the 
nands of the superior, for whose purposes it had 
been constructea, and who, while he had no fame to 
acquire by its being made public, might be undone 
by its betrayal. 

The marks o{ private secteUtryship are so strong, 
that all the prooable conjectures have, pointed to 
writers under that relation; Lloyd, the private se- 
cretary of George Grenville; Greatrakes, Lord 
Shelbume^s private secretary; Rosenhagen, who 
was so much concerned in the business of Shef- 
bume House, that he may be considered as a second 
secretary; and^acauley Boyd, who was perpetually 
about some public man, and who was at length fixed 
by his friends on Lord Macartney's establishment, 
and went with him to take office in India. 

But, mortifying as it ma^r be to the disputants on 
the subject, the discovery is now beyond lational 
hope; for Junius intimates his having been a spec- 
tator of parliamentary proceedings even farther back 
than the year 1743 ; which, supposing him to have 
been twenty years old at the time, would give him 
more than a century for his experience. In the long 
interval since 1773, when the letters ceased, not the 
slightest clew has been discovered ; though doubtless 
the keenest inquiry was set on foot by the parties 
assailed* Sir William Draper died with but one wish, 
thoueh a sufficiently uncharitable one, that he 
could hate found out his castigator before he took 
leave of the world. Lord North often avowed his 
total ignorance of the writer. The king's reported 
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ol»erf ation to Gen. De8as:tiilier8, in 1772, ** We know 
who Jnnius is, and he wm write no more,** is unsub- 
stantiated ; and if ever made, was probably prefaced 
with a supposition ; for no publicity ever followed ; 
and what neither the minister of the day nor his 
successors ever knew, could scarcely have come to 
the king's knowledge but by inspiration, nor remained 
locked up there but by a reserve not far short of a 
political error. 

But the question is not worth the trouble of disco- 
very ; for, since the personal resentment is past, its 
interest can arise only from pulling the mask off the 
visage of some individual of political emmence, and 
giving us the amusing contrast of his real and his as- 
sumed physiognomy ; or from unearthing some great 
unknown genius. But the leaders have been already 
excluded; and the composition of the letters de- 
manded no extraordinary powers. Their secret in- 
formation has been vaunted ; but Junius gives us no 
more than what would now be called the " chat of 
the clubs ;** the currency of conversation, which any 
man mixing in general life might collect in his half- 
houi*s walk down St. James's Street : he gives us no 
insight into the purposes of government; of the 
counsels of the cabinet he knows nothing. The style 
was undeniably excellent for the purpose, and its 
writer must have been a man of ability. If it had 
been original, he might have been a man of genius ; 
but it was notoriously formed on Col. Titus's letter, 
which, from its strong peculiarities, is of easy imita- 
tion. The crime and the blunder together of Junius 
were that he attacked the king, a man so publicly 
honest and so personally virtuous, that his assailant 
inevitably pronounced himself a libeller. But if he 
had restricted his lash to the contending politicians of 
the day, justice would have rejoiced in his vigorous 
severity. Who could have regretted the keenest ap- 
plication of the scourge to the Duke of Grafton, the 
most incapable of ministers, and the most openly 
M 
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and offensively profligate of men ; to the indomitable 
selfishness of Mansfield; to the avarice of Bedford, 
the suspicious negotiator of the scandalous treaty of 
1763 ; or to the slippered and drivelling ambition of 
North, sacrificing an empire to his covetousness of 
power! 



CHAPTER VIII. 
The King's Illness. 

The prince's adoption of whig politics had deeply 
ofTended his royal father ; for the coalition ministry 
had made Fox personally obnoxious to the monarch, 
who remembered its power by a series of mortifica- 
tions, so keen that they had inspired the desperate 
idea of abandoning England for a time, and seeking 
refuge for his broken spirit and insulted authority in 
Hanover. This conception the king was said to have 
so far matured as to have communicated to Thurlow; 
who, however, repelled it in the most direct manner, 
telling his majesty, — ^that " though it might be easy 
to go to Hanover, it might be diflSQult to return to 
England ; that James the Second's was a case in point ; 
and that the best plan was, to let the coalition take 
their way for a while, as they were sure to plunge 
themselves into some embarrassment, and then he 
might have them at his disposal." 

The advice was solid and successful. The king 
thenceforth exhibited his aversion to the ministry in 
the most open manner, by steadily refusing to bestow 
a single English peerage, while they were in power; 
and it was surmised, that Fox was driven by his 
consciousness of this total alienation, to the rash and 
defying measure of the India bill, as a support agauist 
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the tbione. The game was a bold one ; for its suc- 
cess would have made Fox king of lords, commons, 
and people ; and George the Third, king of masters 
of the stag-hounds, gentlemen of the bed-chamber, 
and canons of Windsor. But it failed, and its fail- 
ure was ruin. It not merely overthrew Fox, but it 
spread the ruin to every thing that bore the name. 
His banner was not simply borne down in the casual 
fortunes.of the fight ; but it was broken, trampled on, 
and extingui^ed. By the India bill the languors of 
pohtical warfare were turned into the fierceness of 
personal combat ; and whig'gism, pressed by the new- 
armed wrath of the monarch, and losing its old 
refuge in the popular sympathy, hated by the throne, 
and repelled by the nation, feebly dispersed on the 
field. 

Such is the fate of the noblest parties, when the 
spirit that once animated them has pjassed away. 
The men of 1688 would have found it impossible to 
recognise their descendants, in the shifting politi- 
cians of the eighteenth century; but wo be to the 
people whose liberties depend upon the character of 
individuals ! The revolution itself would have been 
a mockery, but for its taking refuge in the manliness 
and religious virtue of the nation. All the over- 
throws of all the tyrannies of ancient or modem 
days were never able to make corruption free ; more 
than the loudest professions of principle ever made 
a profligate the fit trustee and cnampion of national 
freedom. The personal vice nullifies and contami- 
nates the public profession. No revolution ever 
succeeded, nor ever deserved to succeed, which was 
ilpl; demanded by the same natural and righteous 
nefessity which demands the defence of our fireside ; 
and which was not conducted by men unstained by 
the crime of individual ambition, or the deeper crime 
of bartering the national blood for their own avarice, 
licentioui&ness, or revenge; — ^men who felt them- 
selves periling their lives for an object that dignifies 
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death; and in the impulse of holiness and faith 
offering up their existence a willing and solemn sa- 
crifice to their fellow-men and their God. 

The success of the first French revolution is no 
answer to this principle ; for France had showed 
only the frightful rapidity with which the name of 
freedom can be vitiated ; and the incalculable means 
of public explosion and misery which may exist un- 
der the surface of the most ostentatious patriotism. 
The second revolution is yet to display its results ; 
but auspicious and justifiable as has been its com- 
mencement, its only security will be found in puri- 
fying the habits of the people. 

If Italv, with her magnificent powers, her vivid 
susceptibility of character, her living genius, and 
her imperishable fame, — Italy, where every foot of 
ground was the foundation of some monument of 
the most illustrious supremacy of the human mind, 
— is now a prison, the crime and the folly are her 
own ; her own vices have riveted the chain round her 
neck, her own hand has barred the dungeon ; and in 
that dungeon she will remain for ever, if she wait 
until vice shall give vigour to her limbs, or super- 
stition throw back the gates of her living sepulchre. 
A purer influence must descend upon her. A deli- 
verer, not of the earth, earthy, — but an immortal visit- 
ant, shedding the light of holiness and religion from 
its vesture, must come upon her darkness ; and, like 
the angel that came to Peter, bid her awake and 
follow. 

If Spain and Portugal are still convulsed with civil 
discord, who can hope to see rational freedom ever 
existing in those lands, while the corruption of the 
people feeds the license of the throne ; while, if the 
king imprisons, the peasant stabs; while, if the 
crown violates the privileges of the subject, the 
subject habitually violates the honour of the holiest 
ties of our nature; while, if government is ty- 
ranny^ private life is rapine, promiscuous passion, 
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and merciless revenge ? Let the changes be as spei 
eiom as they may, the political suffering will only 
deepen, until the personal reform comes to redeem 
the land ; until faith is more than an intolerant su- 
perstition, eoorage than assassination, and virtue 
than confession to a monk. Till then, freedom will 
be but a name ; and the fall of a Spanish or Portu- 
guese t3rTant but a signal for his assailants to bury 
Qieir poniards in each other's bopoms; constitution 
will be but an upbreaking of the elements of society ; 
and the plunging of despotism into the gulf, but a 
summons to every gloomy aud furious shape of evil 
below, to rise upon the wing, and darken and poison 
the moral atmosphere of mankind. 

The India bill gave the final blow to the existence 
of the old whigs. The name had long survived the 
reality ; but now even the name perished. Wlien 
the fra^ents of the party were collected, in the 
coorse of years, after their almost desperate disper- 
sion ; they were known by another name ; and the 
new whigs, however they might claim the honours 
of the old, were never recognised as successors to 
the estate. From this period, Pitt and toryism 
were paramount. Fox, defeated in his ambition of 
being a monarch, was henceforth limited to such 
glories as were to be found in perpetual discomfiture. 
Unequalled in debate, he talked for twenty years, 
and delighted the senate ; was the idol of Westmin- 
ster, the clubs, and the conversations at Devonshire 
House ; but saw himself in an inexorable minority in 
the onjy place where triumph was worthy of his abi- 
lities or dear to his ambition. Perhaps, too, if Fox 
had never existed, his rival might never have risen 
to eminence ; for even great powers require great 
opportunities, and the struggle with the colossal 
frame and muscle of Fox's genius might be essen- 
tial to mature the vigour of his young antagonist 
and conqueror. Still, when all hope of wresting the 
Bopiemaey out of Pitt's hand was past, the exercise 
M2 
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whiieh tfaye ImU was urged thioiqi:h the legtolaUue 
against the strongest resistance, showed the interest 
which his^majestj took in preserving the succession 
clear. 

But the prince's error had gone further than the 
passionate violation of an unpopular law; for the 
marriage of the heir-apparent with a Roman Catholic 
must have defeated his claim to the throne. 

To this hour the marriage has been neither proved 
nor disproved. It was rumoured that the lady's 
scruples were soothed by having the ceremonial per- 
formed according to the rites of her own church. 
But no Roman Catholic dispensation, guiltily facile 
as such license is in that church, could have acquitted 
the parties of the crime of sustaining a connexion 
notoriously void by the laws of the land. Fox's 
declaration in the house admits of no subterfuge ; 
language could not have been found more distinctly 
repelling the charge ; and that Mrs. Fitzherbert felt 
it to be decisive, is palpable from the anger and 
alienation with which she, for years after, affected to 
treat him. Howevar, she still enjoys at least the 
gains of the connexion; and up to the hoaxy age of 

and ntives innumerable were sbowered upon the bill, and ita opponenUi 
eeitainly had all the wit and all the women on their side. One of thoao 
itus ttgfrit waa 

THE R07AL MARRIAGE ACT. 

Says Dick to Tom, ** This Act appear* 

The oddest thing alive : 
To take the crown at eignteen yaaiBi 

llie wife al twenty-flye. 

The thing a paule must remain ; 
For, as old Dowdeswell* said, 



* So early if one's fit to reign. 
One must be dt to wed.' " 

The ma: 
life; 
fr'toi 

ife!» 

'^^A&oiipanentof the biU. 



Says Tom to Dick, "The man's a ftol, 

Or knows no rubs of life ; 
Good friend, 'tis easier fh^" to rule 

A kingdom than a wife !" 
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«eventy-five, calmly draws her salary of ten thousand 
pounds a-year ! 

The theme is repulsive. But the writer degrades 
his moral honour, and does injustice to the ^enersl 
cause of truth, who softens dovm such topics into the 
simfdicity of romance. Yet, between the individuals 
in question there can be no comparison. The prince 
was in the giddiest period of youth and inexperience ; 
he was surrounded by temptation; it was laid in his 
way by individuals craftily accomplished in every art 
of extravagance and ruin. For him to have escaped 
the snare would have been not less than the most 
fortunate of accidents, or an exhibition of the man- 
liest sense and virtue. But for those who ministered 
to his errors, or shared in them, the condemnation 
must be altogether of a deeper die. 

In this most unhappy intercourse originated all the 
serious calamities of the prince's life. From its com- 
mencement it openly drew down the indignation of 
his excellent father; it alienated his general popu- 
larity in an immediate and an extraordinary degree ; 
it shook the confidence of the wise and good in those 
hopes of recovery and reformation which such minds 
are the most generous to conceive, and the most un- 
willing to cast away ; the cold g^vity of this unlover.- 
like connexion gave it the appearance of a system ; 
and its equivocal and offensive bondage was obvi- 
ously a fixture foi life. It embarrassed him with the 
waste of a double household, when he was already 
sinking under the expenses of one ; and precipitated 
him into bankruptcy. It entangled him more and 
more inextricably with the lower members of that 
cabal who gathered round him in the mask of poli* 
tics only to plunder; and who^ incapaMeof the digni- 
fied and honourable feelings that may attach to party, 
cared nothing for the nation, or for political life, 
beyond what they could filch for their daily bread 
from the most pitiful sources of a contemptible popu- 
Jjaxity. It disheartened all his hkfher friends, the 
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Duke of PcMTtland, Fox, Grey, Burke, and the other 
leaders of opposition ; while it betrayed the princess 
name and cause into the hands of men who could 
not touch even royalty without leaving a stain. Fi« 
nally, it destroyed all chance of happiness in his 
subsequent marriage ; and was the chief ingredient 
in that cup of personal anxiety and public evU which 
was so sternly forced to his lips almost to the close 
of his days. 

Fox's declaration in the house had given the first 
example of the pangs which the pnnce was to feeL 
It unquestionably threw dishonour on the connexion. 
Yet, to expect Fox to retract his words, and this too 
when their object was gained by the payment of the 
prince's debts, was utterly hopeless. Grey was 
then sounded ;* but he declined this singular office. 
Sheridan was the* next resource; and, with that mi- 
serable pliancy, which, in him, resulted less from a 
casual deference to the will of others, than from a 
total want of moral elevation, a guilty callousness 
to the princiide of self-respect, he undertook to equi- 
vocate the house into sufferance. In allusion to the 
prince's offer, through Fox, to imdergo an examina- 
tion in the lords, he affectedly said,— ^* that the house 
deserved credit for decorum, in not taking advan- 
tage of the offer, and demanding such an inquiry. 
But while his royal highness's feelings had been, 
doubtless, considered on the occasion, he must take 
the liberty of saying, however some might think it a 
subordinate consideration, that there was another 
person, entitled, in every delicate and honourable 
mind, to the same attention ; one whom he would not 
otherwise venture to describe, or allude to, but by 
saying it was a name which malice or ignorance 

alone could attempt to injure, and whose character 

and conduct claimed and were entitled to the truest 

respect." 

• Moora*s LUb of Shertdan. 
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Nothing could be more filmy than this veil ; and 
nothing more contemptible than the conduct of 
the man who exhibited himself thus ready to cast it, 
thin as it was, across the eyes of the house. But 
the question had been settled long before ; the equi- 
vocation was scornfully left undisturbed, and the in- 
dividuals were given over to that tardy prudence 
which will learn no lessons but from misfortune. 

A second and more bitter proof of the public feel- 
ings rapidly followed. In October, 1788, symptoms 
of that disease of the mind, which afterwsird broke 
out into such violence, were apparent in the king. 
In November the fears of the nation were con- 
firmed ; and, in the midst of a strong expression of 
public sorrow, it was declared expedient to provide 
for the government of the country. 

On the occasion of a similar, but slighter attack, 
in 1766, his majesty's speech to parliament, on his 
recovery, declared, that the " thoughts with which 
the memory of his illness affected him, touching the 
welfare of his people and his children, urged him to 
propose to its consideration, whether it might not be 
expedient to vest in him the power of appointing, 
from time to time, by instruments in writing, under 
his sign manual, the queen, or some other person of 
the royul family usually residing in Great Britain, to 
be the guardian of any of his children, who might 
succeed to the throne before the age of eighteen ; 
and to be regent of the kingdom until his successor 
should attain that age, subject to the restrictions and 
regulations specified in the act made on occasion of 
his father's death. — The regent so appointed to be 
assisted by a council, composed of the several per- 
sons who, by reason of their dignities and offices, 
were constituted members of the council established 
by that act, together with those whom they might 
think proper to leave to his majesty's nomination.'** 

•Aprils* 1785. ^ 
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A bill oa this principle, but with considerable mo- 
difications relative to the individuals who might be 
appointed to the regency and guardianship, was 
passed in the same year.* 

The recurrence of the king's illness made the im- 
mediate meeting of parliament necessary : and on 
the 20th of November, the day to which it had been 
prorogfued, the session began. But the opinions of 
the royal physicians were still so dubious, and both 
ministers and opposition were still so imperfectly 
prepared for any direct measures, that a fortnight's 
adjournment was agreed on without difficulty. 

Fox was then absent on a foreign tour; but he had 
been sent for, and was expected hourly. In the 
mean tim6, Slieridan appears to have acted as the 
chief coims^Uor of opposition, in which capacity he 
addressed the following letter to the prince if 

" Sir, — ^From the intelligence of to-day, we are led 
to think that Pitt will make something more of a 
speech, in moving to adjourn, on Thursday, than 
waa at first imagined. In this case, we presume 
your royal highness will be of opinion that we must 
not be totally silent. I possessed Pajnet yesterday 
with my sentiments on the ]m§ of conduct which 
appears^to me best to be adopted on this occasion, 
that they might be submitted to your royal high- 
nesses consideration ; and I take the liberty of re- 
peating my firm conviction, that it will greatly 
advance your royal highness's credit, and, in case 
of events, lay the strongest grounds to baffle every 
attempt at opposition to your royal highness's just 
claims and rights, that the language of those who 
may be in any sort suspected ofknowing your royal 
highness's wishes and feelings, should be that of 
great moderation in disclaiming all party views, and 

* May 15, 1765. t Moon's Lift of Sheridan. 

tCaptain Payne (sfterward Admiral), the peace's private •ccretaiy. 
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avowing the utmost readiness to acquiesce in any 
reasonable delay. 

" At the same time, I am perfectly aware of the 
arts which will be practised, and the advantages 
which some people will attempt to gain by time. 
But I am equally convinced, that a tmrd party wiU 
soon appear, whose efforts may, in the most decisive 
manner, prevent this sort of situation and proceed- 
ing from continuing long. 

"Payne will probably have submitted to yonr 
royal highness more fully my idea on this subject, 
towards which I have already taken some successful 
steps. Your royal highness will, I am sure, have 
the goodness to pardon the freedom with which I 
give my opinion ; after which I have only to . add, 
that whatever your royal higlmess*s judgment de- 
cides, shall be the pride of my conduct, and iv^ 
undoubtedly be so to others." 

Those n^otiations are now chiefly valuaUe for 
the light which they throw on human nature. Lord 
Chancellor Thurlow was destined to afford the chief 
illustration. His lordship, so well known as a lead- 
ing lawyer, and a clamorous partisan, was especially 
a boaster of immaculate principle. The present 
transaction showed him to be also a low ihtrigner 
and a contemptible hypocrite. While he sat at the 
council-table of the ministry he was intriguing with 
opposition ; while he was intriguing with opposition 
he was watching the king's physicians ; and the mo- 
ment he was assured, from the king's symptoms, 
that he might cheat both ministers and opposition— 
without the loss of his glace ! he marched down to 
the house, proclaimed himself the inalienable ser- 
vant of the throne, and obtested Heaven, in language 
little short of blasphemy, that—** whenever he forgot 
his king, might his God forget him.'' 

Sheridan's atluslcm-to ** the third party," 1tef*rred 
to Thurlow. This negotiation took tbx by sur- 
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piise, who had been preyiously pledged to give the 
seals to Loughborough. Thurlow, however, was 
now hired, and must have his hire ; to which Fox, 
a/ler no slight struggle with himself, acceded. His 
letter on the subject is a striking instance of the vex- 
atious compliances, to which men are sometimes 
driven who seem to be at the height of their ambi- 
tion, and whom the world looks on as carrying every 
thing by their wilL 

" Dear Sheridanr-I have swallowed the pill : a 
most bitter one it was, — and have written to Lord 
Loughborough, whose answer must, of course, be 
content. What is to be donp next I Should the 
prince himself, or you, or I, or Warren, speak to the 
chancellor 1 The objection to the last is, that he must 
probably wait for an opportunity, and that no time is 
to be lost. Pray tell me what is to be done. I am 
convinced, after all, the negotiation will not succeed, 
and am not sure that J am sorry for it. I do not re- 
member feeling so uneasy about any pohtical thing 
I ever did m my life. Call if you can. 

"Yours ever, ♦'C.J. F." 

It is a^tomishtng to see how feebly a sense of pub- 
lic deceney or personal honour sometimes acts upon 
the minds of men aecustomed to the traffic of |K)li- 
tics. In Thurlow, we have the instance of an mdi- 
vidual at the head of an honourable profession, and 
therefore doubly bound to think of character; opu- 
lent, and therefore under no necessity of consultmg 
the increase of his means ; advanced in Hfe, and 
therefore at once destitute of the excuses of young 
ambition, and incapable of the long enjoyment of 
power ; and yet involving himself in a labyrinth of 
falsehood and self-degiadation, for the wretched 
puipose of retaining place. There is a just pleasure 
m beinff able to state after this, that he lost the ob- 
ject of his scandalous compromise. He retained 
N 
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the name of chancellor, but he lost alike the pnblic 
respect attached to his rank, and the real power of 
a cabinet minister. The hollowness of his coUeagiie 
could not escape the eye of Pitt. He suJQfered him 
to linger for a while in a condition of half-confidence 
in the cabinet, which must have been a perpetual 
torment to his haughty heart; but eyen the half- 
confidence at length cnanged into open bickering, 
and Pitt was said to have charged him with direct 
inefficiency, as " a man who proposed nothing, op- 
posed every thing, and gave way to every thing." 
Thurlow's day was now done ; the prize had slipped 
from his hands; and, with abilities and professional 
knowledge which might have made him one of the 
pillars of the state, he rapidly sank into the deserved 
decay of a selfish and unprincipled politician. 

The chancellor's brutal manners in private life, 
and insolence on the bench, were, as they always 
are, repaid by private and public disgust. His habit 
of execration on all subjects was notorious^ and ex- 
cited a still deeper aversion ; and it was equally an 
error in opposition and in ministers, to have suffered 
themselves to negotiate with a man whose merited 
unpopularity must have heavily encumbered any 
party which he espoused. In the crowd of pam- 
phlets and verses produced by the struggle, Thur- 
low was not forgotten ; he figured at great length 
in the " Probationary Odes," where he is represented 
as expectorating curses on every public name ; or, 
as an epigram expressed it,— 



*' Here buJly Thurlow fliag^ his gall 
Alike on foes and Mends; 
Blazing, like blue devils at Vanzhall. 
With Bulphnr at both ends." 

The Probationary Ode, after some verses too much 
in the style of his lordship's vocabulary for quotation 
here, gives a strophe of calmer scorn: 
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" Fired at her voice, I grow proltoe ! 

A loader yet and yet a loader strain : 
To Tharlow*8 lyre more daring notes beloog. 

Now tremble every rebel soul, 

While on the fbes of George I roll 
The deep-toned execrations of my song. 

In vain my brother's piety, more meek, 

Would preach my kindling jftiry to repoM ; 

Uke Balaam's ass, were bo inspired to speak, 

Twere vain, I go to curse my prince's foes.* 

But Thurlow's treachery, even at the momeni 
when he was probably surest of having hoodwii^ed 
both parties, was ludicrously visible to the new and 
old colleagues, whom he was equally ready to de- 
ceive. He even raised an open laugh against him 
at the council-table, by coming in with the prince's 
hat in his hand, which, in the confusion of his double 
plot, he had carried from a Carlton House conference. 
Fox and his friends were fully aware of his perfidy. 
A letter from Lord Loughborough, who watched 
him with the keenness of a rival candidate, lays bare 
the chancellor's pohcy. Tliurlow had contrived to 
obtain permission to visit the king during his illness, 
and thus ascertain the chances of recovery ; a know- 
ledge which he employed for the due regulation of 
bis own conscience. This privilege the letter depre 
cates, as giving him the entire advantage of posi 
tion. It is adc&essed to Sheridan. 

•* The chancellor's object evidently is, to make his 
way by himself, and he has managed hitherto as 
one very well practised in that game. His conver- 
sations both with you and with Mr. Fox, were en- 
couraging; but at the same time checked all expla- 
nations on his part, under a pretence of delicacy 
towards his colleagues. When he let them go to 
8alt-hill, and contrived to dine at Windsor, he cer- 
tainly took a step that most men would have felt not 
very delicate in its appearance ; and, unless there 
was some private understanding between him and 
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them, not altogether fair ; especially if you add to 
it the sort of conversation he held with regard to 
them. 

"1 cannot help thinking that the difficulties of ma- 
naging the patient have been excited or improved^ to 
lead to the proposal of his inspection (without the 
prince being conscious of it) ; lor, by that situation, 
he gains an easy and frequent access to him, and an 
opportunity oi possessing the confidence of the queen. 
I believe this the more, from tlie account of the ten- 
derness that he showed at the first interview, for I 
am sure it is not in his character to feel any. With 
a little instruction from Lord Hawksbury, the sort of 
management that was carried on by means of the 
princess dowager, in the early part of the reign, may 
easily be practised. 

" In short, I think he will try U>find the hey of the 
hack stairs, and with that in his pocket, take any si- 
tuation that preserves his access, and enables him to 
hold a line between different parties." 

It was while all those vigilant eyes were fixed 
upon him, with every movement watched, ridiculed, 
and scorned, — with the whole ordnance of party 
pointed against him, and ready to give fire at the 
first signal, — ^that this noble intriguer, plumed in the 
full triumph of having escaped detection, came down 
to the house, and astonished his brother peers by a 
burst of unexpected piety. But he was not suffered 
io remain long under this delusion. A storm of con- 
tempt and reproof was poured upon him by opposi- 
tion. Thuriow had contrived to weep in the deli- 
very of his speech. His tears were a new source of 
ridicule ; his reluctant piety was held up in contrast 
with his life ; and the chancellor's name was from 
ihat day a watchword for every thing worthless in 
political tergiversation. 

An epitaph from some unknown pen, condensed 
tXie public feelings on the occasion : — 
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TO THE MEMORY OF 

Here lies, beneath the proetitoted mace, 

A piitriot, with but one base wish— for place . 

Here lies, beneath ttie prostituted purse, 

A peer, with bat one talent,— how to cnrse : 

Here Ilea, beneath the prostitated gown. 

The guardian of all honour — bat lus own ; 

Stateaman, with bat one rule his steps to goide— 

To ahiin the sinking, take the rising side ; 

Judge, with but one base law— to serve the time. 

And see in wealth no weakness, power no crime ; 

Christian, with bnt one value for the name, -' 

The scoffer's prouder privilege— to blaspheme ; : 

Briton, with but one hope— to live a slave, ' 

And dig in deathless infkmy his grave. 

The details of the royal ilUiess must bepassed over. 
There would be Dteither wisdom nor feeling in now 
recalling to the public mind the circumstances of an 
a£9iction which then threw the empire into sorrow, 
and which still must give pain to bosoms which it is 
our duty to honour. But the transactions arising 
from it are invaluable, as a lesson to partisanship. 

To make the prince unrestricted regent, would 
have been to make him virtually king for the time, 
and to have' made Fox " viceroy over him." The 
prospect was dazzling, but there were difficulties in 
^e way. The royal fortress stood upon a hill, which 
was not to be stonned even by the boldness and vi- 
gour of opposition, while it continued loaded with 
the restraints of law, popular rights, and personal dev 
clarations and pledges of all £nds. But the time 
pressed; every hour added to the strength of the 
garrison ; and Fox took the gallant resolution of cut- 
ting away his whig encumbrances, and assaulting . 
the battlements in Uie unembarrassed right of des- 
potism. 

•* I have heard," exclaimed he, " of precedents for 
binding the regent; but 1 can find none existing for 
laying a hand on an heir-apparent of full capacity 
and age to exercise power. It behooves, then, the 
house to waste not a moment, but to proceed with 
all becoming speed and diligence to restore the sove- 
N2 
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reign power and the exercise of the royal autfao* 
rity. Pi"om what I have read of history, from the 
ideas I have formed of the law, and, what is still 
more precious, of the i^irit of the constitution, I de- 
clare that I have not, in my mind, a doubt that I 
should think myself culpable, if I did not take the 
first opportunity of saying, that in the present con- 
dition of his majesty, his royal highness the Prince 
of Wales has as clear, as express a right to exer- 
cise the power of sovereignty, during the continuance 
of the illness and incapacity with wluchit has pleased 
God to afflict his majesty, as in the case of his ma- 
jesty^s having undergone a natural demise." 

This was such a palpable abamdonment of the 
first principles of constitutional law, as is to be ac- 
counted for only by that phrensy which sometimes 
seizes on powerful understandings when assailed 
by more powerful passions. Fox was evidently in- 
flamed by the sight of all the objects of his ambition 
within his grasp, into the desperate experiment of 
•casting aw»y his character, and leaving it to success 
to justify the rejection of his princifdes. By his lan- 
guage he had nullified the power of parliament and 
the nation alike. " The circumstance to be pro- 
vided for," he repeated, " did not depend on their de- 
liberations as a house of parliament, — it rested else- 
where." This " elsewhere" was the hereditary ri^ 
lOf the prince to assume the throne* in scorn of parlia- 
ment, and without restriction, Sheridan followed 
tiim, and presumptuously warned the house " of the 
danger of provoking the prince's assertion of his 
filain, But Pitt instantly threw back the menace, 
in language which found an indignant echo in the 
jxouae and the nation. 

-** We have now," said he, " an additional reason 
for asserting the authority of the house, and defining 
the boundaries of right ; when the deliberative facuC 
ties of parliament are invaded, and an indecent me- 
iiace is thyown out to awe our proceedings. I trust 
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the hoase will do its duty, in defiance of any threat 
Men, who feel their native freedom, will not submit 
lo a threat, however high the atUhority from which it 
may come." 

But Fox was the great antagonist, and it was over 
him that Pitt exulted with the loftiest sense of supe- 
riority. When he heard him utter the ominous sen- 
tence, declaring the regent's independence of parUa^ 
ment, he turned round to the member who sat next 
liim, and, with a brightened countenance, and striking 
his thigh, triumphantly, said, — " I'll un-whig the gen- 
tleman for the rest of his life."* 

Pitt, now master of the house, and secure of the 
national support, urged his measures vigorously ; and 
in the committee on the state of the nation,! carried, 
by a division of 268 to 304, after a long debate, the 
two resolutions: first, "that there was an interrup- 
tion of the royal authority;" and secondly, " that it 
was the duty of the two houses of parliament to supply 
that defect." The next step taken by the triumphant 
minister was to imbody his intentions in a letter to 
his royal highness : — 

" Sir, — The proceedings in parliament being now 
brought to a point, which will render it necessary to 
propose to the house of commons the particular mea- 
sures to be taken for supplying the defect of the per- 
sonal exercise of the royal authority during the pre- 
sent interval ; and your i^^jgl highness having some 
time since signified your pR^itp|f.that any commu- 
nication on this subject should be .in tvritiug, I take 
ihe liberty of respectfully entreating your royal high- 
ness's permission to submit to your consideration the 
outlines of the plan, which his majesty's confidential 
servants humbly conceive (according to the best judg- 
ment which they are able to form), to be proper to be 
proposed in the present circumstances. 

*HoQ». 1 Dee. 16, I78& 
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"It is tlieir humble opinion, that your royal high 
ness should be empowered to exercise the royal au 
thority, in the name and on the behalf of his majesty 
during his majesty's illness ; and to do all acts whicl 
might legally be done by his majesty ; with provisions 
nevertheless, that the care of his majesty's roya 
person, and the management of his majesty's house 
hold, and the direction and appointment of the office rj 
and servants therein, should be ui the queen, uiide] 
such regulations as may be thought necessary. Thai 
the power to be exercised by your royal highness 
should not extend to the granting real or personaJ 
property of the king (except as far as relates to the 
renewal of leases), to the granting any office in re- 
version, or to the granting for any other term than 
during his majesty's pleasure, any pension, or any 
office whatever, except such as must by law bti 
granted for life, or during good behaviour; nor to the 
granting any rank or dignity of the peerage of tliis 
realm to any person except his majesty's issue, who 
shall have attained the ag&of twenty-one years. 

" Those are the chief points which have occurred 
to his majesty's servants. 1 beg leave to add, that 
their ideas are formed on the supposition that his 
majesty's illness is only temporaiy, and may be of 
no long duration. It may be difficult to fix befoi e- 
hand the precise period for which those provisions 
ought to last ; but if, unfortunately, his majesty's ill- 
ness should be protracted to a more distant period 
than there is reason at present to imagine, it will be 
open hereafter to the wisdom of parliament, to recon- 
sider these provisions whenever the circumstances 
appear to call for it. 

" If your royal highness should be pleased to require 
any further explanation on the subject, and should 
condescend to signify your orders that 1 should have 
the honour of attending your royal highness for that 
purpose, or to intimate any other mode in whicli 
your royal highness may wish to receive such ex- 
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jdanation, I shall respectfully wait your royal high- 
ness'fl commands. 

** 1 have the honour to be, with the utmost deference 
and submission, 

« Sir, 
*' Your Royal Highnesses 
''most dutiful and devoted Servant, 
«'W. PITT. 
"^ Dooming Sireetj Tuesday JiightjDec 30, 1788." 

The prince's letter in answer attracted remarkable 
attention, from its tone of dignity, and its general 
grave excellence as a composition. All the leading 
persons of the prince's councils were named as the 
writers* and each with some degree of plausibility; 
but the votes fell chiefly on Sheridan. However, the 
question is cleared up at last, and the authorship is 
given to Burke, on the testimony of Sir J. Mackintosh, 
and the following note of the late Sir Gilbert Elliot 
(Lord Minto), Jan. 31, 1789 : 

'* There was not a word of the prince's letter to 
Pitt mine. R wa$ originally Burke* s, altered a little, 
but not improved, by Sheridan and other critics. 

** The answer made by the prince yesterday, to the 
address of the two houses was entirely mme, and 
done in a great hurry, half an hour before it was to 
be delivered."* 

.hisTooer to Mr. PitCt Letter^ delivered by Jus Royal 
Highne$$ to the Lord Chancellor, Jan. 1, 1789. 

** Tlie Prince of Wales learns from Mr. Pitt's let- 
ter that the proceedings in parliament are now in a 
train which enables Mr. Pitt, according to the inti- 
mation in his former letter, to communicate to the 
prince the outlines of the plan which his majesty's 
coniitential servants conceive to be proper to be pro- 
{XMled in the present piscumstances. 
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•* Concerning the steps already taken by Mr. Pitt^^ 
the prince is sUent. Nothing done by the two houses i 
of parliament can be a proper subject of his animad- 
version; but when, previously to any discussion in 
parhament, the outlines of a scheme of government i 
are sent for his consideration, in which it is proposed 
that he shall be personally and principally concerned, 
and by which the royal authority and the public wel- 
fare may be deeply affected, tne prince would be 
unjustifiable were he to withhold an explicit decla^ 
ration of his sentiments. His silence might be con- 
strued into a previous approbation of a plan, the ac- 
complishment of which, every motive of duty to his 
father and sovereign, as well as of regard for the 
public interest, obliges him to consider as injurious 
to both. 

" In the state of deep distress in which the prince 
and the whole royal family were involved by the 
heavy calamity wnich has fallen upon the king, and 
at a moment when government, deprived of its chief 
energy and support, seemed peculiarly to need the 
cordial and united aid of all descriptions of good sub- 
jects, it was not expected by the prince that a plan 
should be offered to his consideration, by which go- 
vernment was to be rendered difficult, if not imprac- 
ticable, in the hands of any person intended to repre- 
sent the king's authority, much less in the hands of 
his eldest son, the heir-apparent of his kingdoms, and 
the person most bound to the maintenance of his ma- 
jesty's just prerogatives and authority, as well as 
most interested in the happiness, the prosperity, and 
the glory of the people. 

** The prince forbears to remark on the several parts 
of the sketch of the plan laid before him ; he appre- 
hends it must have been formed with sufficient de- 
liberation to preclude the probability of any argument 
of Ids producing an alteration of sentiment in the 
projectors of it; but he trusts with confidence to the 
wisdom and justice of pariiament, when the whole 
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of this iflibject,and the dicnmstaiices connected with 
it, shall come under their deliberation. 

"He obflenresy therefore, only generally on tlie 
heads communicated by Mr. Pitt ; and it is with deep 
regret that the prince makes the observation, that he 
sees in the contents of that paper a project for pro- 
ducing weakness, disorder, and insecurity, in every 
branch of the adinimstration of affairs ; a project for 
dividing" the royal family from each other, for sepa- 
rating the court from the state ; and therefore, by 
disjoining government from its natural and accus- 
tomed support, a scheme for disconnecting the au- 
thority to command service from the powers of ani- 
mating it by reward, and for allotting to ihe prince 
all the invidious duties of government without the 
means of softening them to the public by any one 
act of grace, favour, or benignity. 

" The prince's feelings on contemplating this plan 
are also rendered still more painful by observing, 
that it is not founded on any general principle, but is 
calculated to infuse jealousies and suspicions (wholly 
groundless, he trusts), in that quarter whose confi- 
dence it will ever be the first pride of his life to merit 
and obtain. 

" With regard to the motive and object of Ihe limit- 
ations and restrictions proposed, the prince can have 
but little to observe. No light or information is of- 
fered him by his majesty's ministers on these points. 
They have informed him what the powers are which 
they mean to refuse him, not why they are with- 
held. 

** The prince, however, holding as he does, that it 
is an undoubted and fundamental principle of this 
constitution, that the powers and prerogatives of the 
crown are vested there as a trust for the benefit of 
the people, and that they are sacred only as they are 
necessaiT to the preservation of that poise and ba- 
lance of the constitution which experience has 
proved to be the true security of the liberty of the 
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subject, must be allowed to observe, that the plea oi 
pubhc utility ought to be strong, manifest, and urg^enl 
which calls for the extinction or suspension of an] 
one of tliose essential rights in the supreme power o] 
its representative, or which can justify the prince ir 
consenting, that in his person an experiment shaij 
be made to ascertain with how small a portion of the 
kingly power the executive government of thii 
country may be carried on. 

" The prince has only, to add, that if security foi 
his majesty's repossessing his rightful government, 
whenever it shall please Providence, ii^ bounty to 
the country, to remove the calamity with which he 
is afflicted, be any part of the object of this- plan, 
the prince has only to be convinced that any measure 
is necessary, or even conducive to that end, to be 
the first to urge it, as the preliminary and paramount 
consideration of any settlement in which he would 
consent to share. 

^ If attention to what is presumed might be his 
majesty's feelings and wishes on the happy day of 
his recovery be the object, it is with the truest sin- 
cerity the prince expresses his firm conviction, that 
no event would be more repugnant to tlie feelings of 
his royal father, than the knowledge that the go- 
vernment of his son and representative had exhi- 
bited the sovereign power of the realm in a state of 
degradation, of curtailed auUiority, and diminished 
energy— a state hurtful in practice to the prosperity 
and good government of his people, and injurious in 
its precedent to the security of the monarch and the 
rights of his family. 

" Upon that part of the plan which regarfs thf 
king's real and personal property, the prince feels 
himself compelled to remark, that it was not neces- 
sary for Mr. Pitt, nor proper to suggest to the prince, 
the iiestraint he proposes agamst his granting away 
the king's real and personal property. The prince 
does not conceive that, during the king's life, he is 
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by law entitled to make any such grant ; and he is 
sore that he has never shown the smallest inclina- 
tion to possess any such power. . But it remains 
with Mr. Pitt to consider the. eventual interests of 
the royal family, and to provide a proper and natu- 
ral security against the mismanagement of them by 
others. 

" The prince has discharged an indispensable duty 
in thus giving his free opinion on th^ plan submitted 
to his consideration. 

" His conviction of the evil which may arise to the 
king's interests, to the peace and happiness of the royal 
family, and to the safety and welfare of the nation, 
from the government of the country remaining longer 
in its present miadmed aud debflitated state, out- 
weighs, in the prince's mind, every other considera- 
tion, and will determine him to undertake the pain- 
M trust imposed upon him by the present melan- 
choly necessity (whicji, of all the king's subjects, 
he deplores the most)rin full confidence that the af- 
fection and loyalty to the king, the experienced at- 
tachment to the house of Brunswick, and the gene- 
rosity which has always distinguished this nation, 
will carry him through the many difficulties insepa- 
rable from this critical situation, with comfort to 
himself, with honour to the king, and with advan- 
tage to the public. 

(Signed) " G. P." 

" Carlton House, January 3, 1789." 

The minister suffered no further delay to take 
place ; but brought in his propositions, and carried 
them by large majorities, in the face of the whole 
strength of opposition, armed with protests, motions, 
and the formidable resistance of the blood royal. 
The Bukes of York, Cumberland, and fifty-five other 
peers, signed a remonstrance against the restrictions. 
The princes of the royal family even express^- 
O 
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refused to suffer their names to appear in the commi8« 
sion for opening the session. But Pitt was not tO be 
shaken ; the first reading of the bill was boldly car- 
ried in the commons ;• and another week had brought 
it to the verge of commitment ; when the struggle 
was stopped at once, by the cheering intelligence 
that the kmg^s illness was already giving Wjay, and that 
within a short time a perfect recovery might be ex- 
pected. Those tidings, which diffused sincere joy 
through the nation, were speedily confirmed; and 
within a month, a commission for holding the par- 
liament was issued by the king. ^ 

This had been the lottery of politics. If the prince 
had ascended the throne, even with limited powers, 
Fox and his friends would have obtained every wish 
which it was in the regent's power to realize. A 
turn of chance flung them into political exile ; and 
the minister used his first leisure unhesitatingly to 
punish the symptoms of wavering among his own 
followers : the Duke of Queensberry, Lords Carteret 
and Malmesbury, and the Marquis of Lothian, were 
summarily dismissed from office ; but it was in Ire- 
land, where the defection had been more glaring, 
that vengeance and justice were gratified together, 
in a sweeping exclusion of fimctionaries venturous 
enough to speculate on London politics, and criminal 
enough to speculate on the wrong side. 

Yet the wit and eloquence of opposition were 
nevermore conspicuous than in those disastrous de- 
bates. Sheridan was in a perpetual glow; and, 
whether sportive or sarcastic, was the de&ght of the 
house. 

"I am staggered," said he, "when I hear Dr. 
Willis's assertions. I hear him attribute his ma- 
jesty's illness to twentv-seven years of study, absti- 
nence, and labour ; and he tells us that his medicine 
Uas cured all this. What must I think of Dr. Willis 

♦ Feb. 12, 176». 
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when I hear that his physic can» in one day, over- 
come the effects of seven-and-twenty years' hard 
exe^ise, seven-and-twenty years' study, and seven- 
and-twenty years' abstinence ? It is impossible for 
ine to preserve gravity on such a subject. It re- 
minds^one of the nostrums that are to cure this oi 
that malady, and also disappomimetUt in laoe and 
long sea voyaga P 

In allusion to a charge of insincerity in the minis-- 
ter, h0 declared " that he believed the right honoura- 
bl&;gentleman sincere in his intention, though he 
did not profess Dr. Willis's gift, that of seeing 
hearts by looking into countenances. He remem- 
bered the doctor's telling the Committee, ' that he 
could thus see the heart of any man, whether he 
was sick or not.' And the declaration appeared to 
have particularly alarmed the right honourable gen- 
tleman." 

The restrictions had left the regent the power of 
making war or peace ; but had prohibited his mak- 
ing any change in the household. Sheridan treated 
this reserve with unceasing ridicule. 

•* Talk of his majesty's feelings when he shall 
recover, and find his household changed ! We aire 
to be told that his feelings would be less shocked 
to learn that the constitution of the country was 
changed, or part of his dominions, by an unjust war, 
lost, or, by a foolish peace, ceded to foreign poten- 
tates. What was this, but like a man who, having 
intrusted his mansion to a person, in hiis absence, to 
take care of it, and finding it gone to ruin, and the 
winds of heaven suffered to blow through every part 
of it, the enclosures to be broken, the sheep to be 
shorn, and all exposed to ruin and decay; yet should 
have no regret for those things, but feel all his anx- 
iety awakened for a few looking-glasses and wortliless 
giU lumber locked up in an old-Oashioned drawing- 
room." 

Burke's appeals to the house were in a loftier 
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id distinctly showed that he had already 
those views which were to be yet deve- 
i his immortal work on the French revolution, 
nsider myself," said he, " fully justified in 
J that Great Britain is governed by an heredi- 
narchy. Heaven forbid it should ever prove 
se: it is our powerful barrier, our strong 
, against the ambition of mankind. It says t o 
t aspiring, * thus far shalt thou go, and no 
' it shelters the subject from the tyranny of 
ribunals, bloody proscriptions, and the long- 
evils attendant upon the distractions of ill- 
md unprincipled republics." 
>pinion of Thurlow was contemptuously 
, " Wliat is to be done when the crown is 
quium ? It is intended, we are told, to set 
in with black brows and a large wig-, to be a 
rw to the two houses, and give a fictitious 
n the royal name." 

;hancellor's tears had excited ffreat ridicule ; 
as left for Burk6 to give him the castigation 
lis hoary hypocrisy. •* The other house are 
recovered from that extraordinary burst of 
etic which had been exhibited the other eve- 
tiey have not yet dried their eyes, nor been 
[ to their placidity. The tears shed on that 
1 were not the tears of patriots for dying 
It of lords for expiring places. They were 
n tears that flowed down Pluto's cheek,' and 
esembled the dismal bubbling of Styx, than 
tie streams of Aganippe, 
act, they were tears for his majesty's brea^. 
3 a manifest difference between this house 
ather, between plebeians and patricians. We, 
d-fashioned way, would have said — * If we 
) longer serve the king, we will no longer re- 
s wages, we will no longer eat his bread.' 
lords of the household held a different lan- 
they would stick by the king's loaf as long 
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as a sr gle cut of it remained. Tliey would fasten on 
the crust, and gnaw it while two crumbs of it held 
together ; and they would proudly declare, at the 
same time, that it was the honour of the service, the 
dignity of the office, which alone the/regarded. The 
lords of the household were beyond the reach of in- 
fluence ; they were a set of saints and philosophers, 
' superior to the lusts of the flesh and the vanities 
of this world.' " 

By a fiction of law, the great seal was to represent 
the royal authority, and under this semblance of a 
king the session was to be opened. For this singular 
substitution the valid plea was, the necessity of the 
case. But it was too open to burlesque to escape 
Burke, who, amid the laughter of the house, turned 
it in all the lights of vindictive pleasantry. 

" I cannot, for my soul," he exclaimed, ** under 
stand the means of this art magic, any more than i 
can doubt the purpose. I see a phantom raised. But 
J never heard of one being raised in a family, but for 
the purpose of robbing the house. The whole cere- 
monial, instead of being a representative of the 
forms of the constitution, is a masquerade, a mum- 
mery, a piece of buffoonery, used to ridicule every 
form of government. A phantom conjured up to 
fright propriety and drive it from the isle ; a spec- 
tie, to which, as to Banquo's ghost, it might be 
said, 

* Avannt, and quit my aigtat ! Let the earth bide tbae ! 
Thy bonea are marrowlesa, thy blood ia cold, 
Thoa haat no apecnlation in those eyea 
That tboa doat glare with ? " 

In adopting Fox's words, that the limitations of the 
regency went to establish a republic, and that . 
would have been the manher way to call for a repub- 
lic at once, Burke burst into a strain of lofty scorn, 
which may have suggested the famous apostrophe- - 
'* calumniated crusaders ! O tame and feeble Cer- 
02 
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vantes !"— in Fox's letter to the electors of West- 
minster. 

" A republic ! do I hate a republic ? No. But it , 
cannot be speculated upon, according to the princi- 
ples of our constitution: I love, I adore the true 
principles of a republic ; but is this the mode of in- 
stituting a repubhc ?" 

" republic, how art thou libelled ! how art thou 
prostituted, buffooned, and burlesqued I O fabric ! 
built after so many ages, and cemented by the blood 
of so many patriots, how art thou degraded ! As well 
might it be said that the creatures of the opera-house 
were representatives of heroes, the true and perfect 
Caesars, Catos, and Brutuses, as that strange and 
jumbled chaos the representative of a real republic !'* 

The India bill had been the death-blow of the ori- 
ginal whigs ; the regency question Was all but the 
death-blow of the party which assumed the name. 
Disunion and discredit fell upon them from that hour ; 
opposition lost its final hold on the national eonii- 
dence ; and though partisanship was still active, and 
profession as loud as ever, the empire looked upon it 
thenceforth in its true light, that of a mere combina- 
tion to drive ministers from their places, and to usurp 
them in their own persons. The three leaders of 
opposition were equally conscious that their cause 
was lost, and tliis consciousness was not relieved by 
the feeling that any one of them had exhibited the 
prudence essential to great successes. Fox's asser- 
tion of the extravagant right of the prince had given 
the first advantage of the field to his antagonist. 
Sheridan's still more obnoxious threat of royal ven- 
geance had imbittered the constitutional offence by 
personal indignation; and Burke's wild indulgence 
m the impulses of an uncontrollable fancy had daz- 
zled his friends to the edge of a precipice, from 
which to retreat was ignominy, while to advance 
was ruin. 

There can now be no doubt that the triumph of 
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opposition would have been the defeat of the law; and 
that the doors of parliament might as well be closed 
at once, when an unlimited regent, in his own mis- 
interpreted right, set his foot upon the step of the 
throne. 

Burke's dissatisfaction was well known; and a 
brief but sufficiently expressive record of it is pre- 
served in a letter to his Irish, friend, Lord Charle- 
mont.* " Perpetual failure," said he, " even though 
nothing in that failure can be fixed on the improper 
choice of the object, or the injudicious choice of 
means, will detract every day more and moris from a 
man's credit, until he ends without success and without 
reputation. In fact, a constant pursuit even of the 
best objects, without adequate instruments, detracts 
something from the opinion of a man's judgment. 
This, I think, may in part be the cause of the inac- 
tivity of others of our friends who are in the vigour 
of life, and in possession of a great degree of lead 
and authority. 

" I do not blame them, though I lament that state 
of the public mind in which the people can consider 
the exclusion of such talents and virtues from their 
service as a point gained to thom. The only point 
in which I can find any thing to blame m these friends 
is, their not taking the effectual means, which they 
certainly had in their power, of making an honour- 
able retreat from their prospect of power into the pos- 
session of reputation, by an effectual defence of 
themselves. There was an opportunity which wa» 
not made use of for the purpose, and which could 
scarcely have failed of turning the tables on their 
adversaries." 

Such are the bittei fruits of political ambition 
even in a noble mind, instinctively repellent of all 
the basenesses, that, while they stunulate the pas- 
sions of meaner spirits, envenom their punishment. 

Hardy'a Memoir. 
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Burke knew nothing of those feelings which stretr* 
scorpions on the pUlow of the artificial and perfi-- 
dious ; yet this is the letter of a vexed heart, ready- 
to exclaim that all was vanity. But his triumph -was - 
to come; and the time was now fast approacliingf 
when, with prouder objects in view than the strug- 
gle for the narrow distinctions of office, he was to 
stand forth the champion of the surviving jeligion, 
manliness, and loyalty of Europe ; a light to Eng- 
land, and a redeeming honour to her legislature and 
her people. 

The king's recovery had closed the contest in the 
English parliament ; but the luckless fortune of Ire- 
land reserved her for one of those blunders which 
are supposed to be indigenous to the soil. The Irish 
parliament had acknowledged tl^ unlimited right of 
the regent almost by acclamation. There never had 
been a more precipitate worship of the rising sun. 
The Irish ministers were overwhelmed by this rush 
of new-bom allegiance, or suffered themselves to 
swell the tide. All was principled hypocrisy and 
magnanimous defection ; and the holders of office, 
the wearers of iAae and green ribands, and the bear* 
ers of gold keys, black rods, and white sticks, ex- 
ulted in being able to give such costly attestation of 
their new faith as the sacrifice of their badges on 
the altar of the regency. But from fraud the pro- 
gress is easy to mountebankism, and from folly to 
faction. In the midst of this carnival of party suc- 
cess, perfidy began to fix its eye on darker objects ; 
murmurs were heard that were little short of treason, 
the key-note of rebellion was touched more than 
once in this chorus of new-bom loyalty ; and in the 
wild resolutions of the Irish whigs, and their still 
wilder speeches, were first founded those just alarms, 
which predisposed the English cabinet to the calami- 
tous measure of the L^nion. 

But, whatever might have been the original plot 
of the drama, it finished in chara(*tenstic burlesque. 
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The last scene of the tragedy found a substitute in 
farce. The lord-lieutenant having naturally refused 
to make himself a culprit by forwarding the '* reso- 
lutions," an embassage from the lords and commons 
was sent with them to London. The deputation 
reached London, and made their first bow to the 
prmce, a week ajfler the announcement of the king's 
convalescence! Thus vanished into thin air the 
fabric of place, pension, and general spoil, which 
patriotism had erected with such triumphant antici- 
pation. The rewards of the deputies were, a ffracious 
answer from the prince, informing them that they 
were too late, and the shrinking thanks of the Ihsh 
parliament, conscious that it had committed an irrepa-. 
rable folly, and trembling through all its limbs at the 
just indignation of the throne. 

But the first infliction was the laugh of the em- 
pire : caricatures of" the six deputies riding on bulls," 
and satirical squibs and verses of every kind, were 
poured upon this unhappy failure. Some of those 
sports of scorn may be still remembered. 

EFIGBAM.— Tbb B0LL-BiDBRa. 

' TboDgb Fats are fkoned tar aportiTv scnlla, 
Tbis feal all feats aurpaasea ; 
For, not coDtent with breeding bulla, 
Tboae bulla are rode by euaes. 

THE GLOmOUS HALF-DOZEN. 

Six rogiiea have ernne over oar poeketa to piek, 

And diapoae of their aeoond-band ware: 
To play the buflbon, to jump, tumble, and trick, 

But they've come^the day after the fair. 

Productions like those are made only for the mo- 
ment ; but one more, as giving the names of the 
commission, must be quoted. It is obviously founded 
on Horace's Ode, " Pastor quum traheret,^^ 
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THE PROPHECY. 

^^enibejMcket o^er the tide 
Bore UsmtfM patriot pride, 
Harry Grattan*8 delegate!, 
Pregnant with a nation's fhtea, 
Pondering all on bribes and placei^ 
Making ail, all kinds of ftees, 
49cheoies/>f natire thievery brewing^ 
■Scoundrels, made for fools' undoinf ; 
^¥hfle along the loaded deck 
•fiickeoing lay the hnman wreck, 
Right beneath the pilot's nose 
From the wave a phantom rose ; 
Ball-nocked, blaek-knonthed, water4lMte<, 
fitill buff-vested and blue-coated; 
Round of belly, round of chin, 
Thus began tlie shape of sin. 



'* Asses, from the land of » 
En your cargo this way i 
'While your worships have an ear, 
Hear your tme-blue Prophet, hear ! 
Hear me, every party hack ! 
'ficoflbd at ye shall all come back, 
ficeflfed at as the tools of tools, 
All incorrigible fools I 

* Hear me, purse-bound, lack-brained Lelnsiar . 
Model of an ancient spinster : 
Hear me, mountebank O'Neill, 
Tied to every rabble's tail : 
Hear me, ConoUy ! the prune 
Of talkers against sense and time; 
Hear me, sullen Ponsonby ! 
Thou of the place-hunting eye ; 
Hear me, Stewart, of beaux supreme, 
Thvself thy everlasting theme, 
Bold defler of the wave 
(Thine's a terra firtpxi grave) ; 
Hear me, simpering Charlemoot, 
With thy Machiavellian ftont. 
With thy op«aa lisp and smile, 
Israelite that knows no guile ; 
Compound soft of softest cant, 
FuttonPs gentle flguiant. 

"Hear me, dotards, one and all— 
Sudden scorn shall on you fldl, 
Laughter follow on your track. 
Laughter drive you flying back , 
Booflli ftrom people, king, and prinet t 
Till your ass-sklil withers winea. .^ 
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Not ft ouiiwr flxf jomr pshiSi 

NoC'A stWer ftv your gains ; 

Till, tboiigh naked, not aobamed, 

An yoor patriot fires are tamed; 

Till your mob-bepeltod souls 

Wiabyonr senders at die poles. 

Curse tbe how they fint haranfoed. 

And loof to see them drowned or hanged.* . 

Tlien belbre (bdr spdl-boiind Tiew 
Dived the ohanfain ttolf and bine— 
Laughter from the Cambrian rocks 
Mingled with the name oC Fox ; 
Laughter from the British main 
Came with clanks of lash and chain ; 
Laugbler in the tempest's roar 
BoUed from dond, and sea, andshnv. 

The consternation of the ministerial deserters ia 
Ireland was boundless, and for once they were not 
disappointed. They were cashiered in all directions^r 
Office was cleared of every timeserver of the whole 
tribe; and the minister was justly said to have 
'^made more patriots in a day than patriotism had ever 
made in a year." Sheridan's brother Charles, the 
Irish secretary of war, was among the culprits, and 
was cast out like the rest. But his fall was soft- 
ened by some unaccountable job, which gave him a 
pension of 1200Z. a-year, with a reversien of 300Z. to 
nis wife ! 

In England the king's recovery broke up as many 
dreams of office as were ever engendered between 
vanity and selfishness. Opposition had cut royal 
patronage into suits of every shape. Every parti- 
san, and every partisan's partisan, was to be provided 
for ; and the whole loose and pauper mob who hang 
on the skirts of politics, were each to find a covering 
for his multitude of sins. To take the single in- 
stance of Sheridan himself; he was to have the 
treasurership of the navy; an office totally unfit for 
his careless habits. But this was not the limit ; his 
brother-in-law, Tickell, an idler, was to have a seat 
Jn parliament ; and his associate, Richardson, another 
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to have a commissionership of stamps, 
egret that those caterpillars were shaken 
)lic tree ; or that the objects of a party, 
5 linked itself with avarice and intrig-ue, 
ted ? The man must be fertile in tears 
grieve that an association for the purposes 
should be deprived of the public spoil ; or 
jnaries should be stiipped of the honours 
> patriotism and virtue. 



CHAPTER IX. 

The Prince's Marriage. 

sncy question drove the prince from poli- 
jxperiment could have been more disheart- 
)nd of popularity, he saw it crush his last 
ing on the wisdom of his friends, he saw 
jils ignominiously baffled, their connexion 
by personal jealousy, and the great anta- 
oth prince and party ra;ised into undisputed 
lile, attached to his royal father by duty, 
is personal conduct the object of reproof, 
fence answered only by more open dis- 

ilt was disastrous to himself, to the king- 
the king. It abandoned him to pursuits 
)bnoxious than those of public ambition. 
red his natural taste for those indulgences 
irever common to wealth and rank, are in 
tapes hostile to the practical values and 
id purposes of life ; and it embarrassed his 
ices, until, pressed by creditors, and en- 
a multitude of nameless perplexities, he 
nself to be urged into a marriage, formed 
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without respect or attachment, and endured in bitter- 
ness and vexation until its close. 

It was said, that at this period a proposal was made 
to ministers by the prince to accept the viceroyalty 
of Ireland ; a situation for which he would have been 
highly fitted, by his attachment to its people, and his 

reral knowledge of its habits and interests : but 
proposal, if erer made, was discountenanced. 
An application was next forwarded to the king for 
military rank : but the prince still remained a colonel 
of dragoons, while all nis royal relatives were ad- 
vanced to the highest statiom^ of the service. Cha- 
giin might not unnaturally have seized upon ^e 
mind of any man thus in early life stopped in all his 
efforts for distinction ; and no trivial blame must fall 
upon the councils by which the heir of the crown 
was virtually consigned to either indolence or error. 

For some years he abjured aJl appearance of po- 
litical feeling. He received the nobility and public 
persons sumptuously; but with something like a de- 
termination to forget on what political side they 
ranged. He spent the chief part of his time at 
Brighton; came occasionally to Carlton House ; sig- 
nalized his presence by a ball or a dinner; and then, 
having done his share as a leader of the fashionable 
world, galloped back to Brighton, and amused him- 
self with pursuits that cost less trouble. 

Here he was not companionless, though the times 
had changed in which bis table was the scene of the 
highest £scussions of public life. With political 
hope the leading names of opposition had disap- 
peared, and their places were fiued up by individuals 
chiefly remarkable for their submission to the tastes 
of their royaj entertainer, or their personal eccen- 
tricity. OciiJi^ionally guests of a higher rank ap- 
peared; and among those were tll^ late Duke of 
Orleans, the Prince de Leury, and other forei^ no- 
blemen. 

The Duke of Orleans hac^ visited England same 
P 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



GEORGE TH£ POtJRTR. [1795 

jfore, nominally on a tour of pleasure, but 
jbably by an order from the P^nch cabinet, 
ad already suspected him of sowing disaffec- 
he court. He had been summoned back to 
)y an order of the king, after a few months' 
, and returnedj laden with English fashions, 
owed by a train of race-horses, English 
and a whole travelling establishment ; which 
lyed, to the horror of the ancient regime of 
ts and diligences ; to the infinite delight of 
8ians, who read liberty in this invasion of 
rket caps and dock-tailed horses ; and to the 
1 popularity of the Anglomanie, which in the 
intellect implied EngUsh bootmaking, bet- 
ze-fighting, and the constitution, 
iim, the duke had assisted the prince with his 
ige of play ; and considerable sums were lost 
aviUon. F>om this, a transaction arose, in 
ander the various names of a loan, a debt, 
esent, the duke was said to have made an 
a large sum to his royal liighness: but the 
s fin^y declined, by the advice of Sheridan 
Duke of Portland. 

9 the duke visited England for the last time, 
was exhibiting symptoms of disturbanccr 
nade his presence hazardous to the court; 
er the pretext of a mission from the king, he 
[ered to leave Paris. But the national as- 
lyere already kings of France, and their pass- 
I was necessary. It was at length granted ; 
slight astonishment that the leading regene- 
ould leave his country at the moment when 
on the wing, ascending to the third heaven 
cal perfection. But France had another race 
s, higher than even the national assembly, 
ois8arde§ of Boulogne. Those legislators 
he royal envoy, nallified the king*s commis- 
the spot, put hia passport in their pockets, 
rched him to tife hotel, where they placed a 
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pard over him, until they should send a deputation 
n:otn their o^^ hody to the national assembly. The 
deputation returned, bearing the tiational sanction. 
The fishwomen expressed themselves satisfied ; the 
piisoner was let loose,— fortunate if he had been 
taught by tliis example the madness of popular li- 
cense ; and was received in London with great dis- 
tinction by the prince and the chief nobility. 

The bewildered career and unhappy fate of the 
Duke of Orleans are now matter of history. He 
was born in a hazardous time for a man of weak un- 
derstanding, strong passions, and libertine principles. 
—The monarch but a grown child : the queen, esti- 
mable but imperious, full of Austrian " right divine," 
and openly contemptuous of the people : the court 
jealous, feeble, and finding no resource for its weak- 
ness but in obsolete artifice and temporary expe- 
dient : the nobilitv a mass of haughty idlers, a hun- 
dred and twenty thousand gamesters and intriguers, 
public despisers of religion and the common moral 
obUgations by which society is held together; chiefly 
poor, and living on tbe mendicant bounty of the 
court; worthless consumers of the fruits of the earth, 
yet monopolists of all situations of honpur and emo- 
lument ; and by their foolish pride in the most acci- 
dental of all distinctions, birth,— by their open mean- 
ness of solicitation for that last livehhood which a 
man of true dignity of mind would seek, a depend- 
ence on the public purse,-— and by their utter iiseless- 
ness for any purpose but that of filling up the ranks 
of the army, — ^rendered at once weary of themselves 
ai||| odious to the nation. But beyond those central 
pitjecting points in the aspect of France, those frag- 
ments of the old system of the monarchy, the politi- 
cian saw a wilderness of living waves, a boundless 
and sullen expanse of stormy passions, furious aspira- 
tions, daring ambition, and popular thirst of slaugh- 
ter ; a deluge, rising hourly round the fin%l, desperate 
refuge of the state, andseontoovertopitslastpinnacle. 
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But the Duke of Orleans was not to see this con- 
summation. He returned to France ; was seized by 
the men of liberty; condemned without a hearing 
by the votaries of unmaculate justice ; and murdered 
on the scaffold by the purifiers of the crimes of law- 
givers and kinffs. 

The son of that duke has now peaceably ascended 
the magnificent throne which dazzled the ambition 
'of his father. Whether iVance will long suffer a 
king, may be doubtful. But, while his claim is that 
of the national choice, entitled, by an exertion of 
extraordinary courage, justice, and moderation, to 
the disposal of the throne, we must rejoice that 
France has obtained a man of virtue, and that such 
a man should be endowed with so illustrious an op- 
portunity of redeeming his name, and of spreading 
the benefits of wisdom and power to mankind. 

A remarkable persona«^e visited England at the 
same time, the Due de Lauzun, the finished repre- 
sentative of the French noblesse of the higher order. 
Of great elegance of manners, and of striking talents, 
but utterly prodigal and unprincipled, he was the 
chevalier whom Grammont would nave delighted to 
draw, if his pencil could have touched the man of 
fashion with a shade of republicanism. Lauzun re- 
mained only a few months m England ; but a French- 
man is a rapid pupil, and in those montlis he became 
the most matchless specimen of the Anglomanie that 
had ever captivated the glance of Paris. ' 

Yet one step more was necessary to perfection. 
He retired to Passy, a village in the suburbs, and 
there commenced philosopher. He had succeeded 
to the title of Biron, and was for a while the wonder 
of the pre-eminent sons of science and freedom, who 
• enjoyed his classic banquets, and exulted in the ar- 
rival of the golden age. But the republic was now 
mounted on its car, and rushing, with fiery wheels, 
over the frontiers of rival states, and the necks of 
potentates tod armies. Biron became an •avowed 
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republican, was placed at the head of an army, fonght 
and conquered; was suspected, was seized by the 
convention, and completed the course of a revolu- 
tionary general by dying on the scaffold. 

He finished his csureer in the dramatic style of his 
country, en h6ro$. Revolutionary justice suffered 
no stigma of the ** law's delay f and the ceremonial 
seldom consisted of more than the criminal's pro- 
nouncing his name, and the tribunaPs ordering his 
execution. The scaffold followed the example of 
the tribunal, and the condenmed were generally put 
to death within the next five minutes. In Biron's 
instance, there was the delay of a whole hour ; and 
lie used it to exhibit the epicurean ease which dis- 
tinguished the wits and sages of the era. 

On returning to his dungeon, he ordered oysters 
and white wine. While he was indulging over this 
final meal, the executioner entered, to tell him that 
" the law could wait no longer." " I beg a thousand 
pardons, my friend," said Uie duke ; ^^ but do me the 
lionour to allow me to finish my oysters." The re- 
quest was granted. ^ But I had forgot," observed 
Biron : *' you will have something to do to-day, and a 
glass of wine will refresh you : permit me to M one." 
The offer was graciously accepted. '* Again, I had 
forgot," added the duke ; " there is our mutual friend, 
the turnkey." The turnkey was called in; three 
glasses were filled ; the three were drunk off— d la 
ionte ; and in a few minutes after, the head of this 
gay libertine, traitor, and philosopher was rolling on 
the scaffold. 

The prince's marriage now became the national 
topic. The Duke of York had already been married 
some years,* but was still childless : and the king 
natundly anxious to see an undisputed succession, 
and leave his descendants masters of the throne, 
strongly urged the heir-apparent to select a wife 
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lie royal families of Europe ; and thus give 
^e to the empire of that change of habits, and 
3mpliance with the popular wish, which, in 
lays of revolution, might even be essential to 
i)lic safety. 

idvice could hare been more startling. HIb 
lighness had often declared, that he would not 
} " his free, unhoused condition" for any wo- 
1 earth : and he had even peculiarly turned to 
hose forms of princely marriages, which pre- 
irevious knowledge on both sideis ; and avowed 
f, in the plainest terms— a "rebel to royal 
lony." 

the embarrassment ei^ended further than the 
y breast. The first announcement of the pos- 
of his marriage threw the whole female world 
nfusion. Fasrdon trembled through all her 
u In our present intangible state of female 
ce, it is hopeless: J;o conceive the supremacy 
d by women of rank fifty years ago. Even 
relists, withcll thfeir eagerness to give pun- 
to the manners of the great, can find nothing 
(lie curiosity beyond the commonplace echo 
lopement, or the childish canvass for the en- 
a ball-room. Our journals, the " brief ab- 
and chronicles of the time,'^ represent all 
in the higher circles as giving head and heart 
domestic purpose of securing opulent aUi- 
the matrons for their daughters, and the 
iT8 for themselves. But the fashion of the 
itury was of another mould, 
on then saw a constellation of female lumi- 
any one of which would throw our modem 
to profound eclipse. Each had her pecuUar 
of homage. The Dutchess of Devonshire 
^most sumptuous entertainments, and by her 
e and accomplishment sustained a long reign, 
tchess of Gordon, handsome in her youth, 
ome a bel-esprit when she ceased to be a 
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beauty ; and always said the cleverest, and often the 
keenest things, with the easiest air of any high-bom 
wit since the days of him 

** Wtao nerer slid a foolish tlting, 
Nor ever did a wise one/' 

The Dutchess of Rutland, who, happily, still lives, 
and still gives evidence of that beauty which once 
made her the " rose of the fair state ;" was then, by 
universal acknowledgment, the loveliest woman of 
the EngUsh court; and completed the celebrated 
trio, to whom the first homage of every man who 
aspired to the praise of taste was paid, and of whom 
it was said in a popular epigram, — 

CkHKe, Paris, leave yonr hills and dells ; 

You'll scorn your dowdy goddesses, 
If once yon see our English belles, 

For all their gowns and boddices. 

Here's Juno Devon, all sublime ; 

Minerva Gordon's wit and eyes ; 
Sweet Rutland, Venus in her prime : 

You'll die before you give the prize. 

The age of English poetry had perished, and we 
freie to wait long for its revival. But, in the inter- 
nal, every one wrote verses ; and the essential tribute 
to a reigning belle was a poetic panegyric upon her 
attractions. If an English beauty could have been 
overwhelmed, like Tarpeia, by her ornamental tri- 
butes; the women of rank of the last century must 
have died under a superabundance of verse. Fortu- 
nately, nothing is more evanescent : but an ode by 
Sir Hercules Langrishe, a popular member of the 
Irish house of commons, — a. favourite every where, 
and familiar with all that life has of, the graceful 
and the gay, is among the surviving examples of this 
playful courtesy. The subject is not of the heroic 
order, — a gnat*s stinging the lady. 
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TO HER GRACE THE DUTCHESS OF RUTLAND 



As poor Anacreon bleeding lies 
From the first glance of Stella's eytea. 
Too weak to fly, too proud to yield, 
Or leave an undisputed field ; 
Be rallies, rests upon fiis anns, 
And reconnoitres all her channs. 
Vainly he fiincies, that by peeping 
Through ail the beauties in her keeping, 
He may, in such a store, collect 
The healing baUn of mie defect, 
,- One feeble point, one fkulty spot, 
By Nature's forming hand forgot, 
Or leil, in mercy, a defence 
Against her soft omnipotence. 
Which spurns philosopher nor sage, 
Nor tender youth nor cautious age. 
He viewed ber stature towering higk, 
The liquid lustre of her eye, 
The rosy beauties of her mouth 
Difihsin^ sweetness like the south; 
He viewed her whole array of charmai. 
Her swan-like neck, bef polished arms; 
He looked through every ranjk and filei, 
The look, the sigh, the grace, the smil8.J 
No advantageous pass was lost, 
No beauty sleepii^ on its post; 
But all was order, all was fbrt^B,-- 
A look was victory of course. 

At length an incident arose 
That flattered him with lesser woes: 
The bold intrusion of a fly 
Had closed the lustre of an eye, 
And given him hopes that, thus bereft 
Of half her splendour, what was left 
He might resist or else evade, 
Or cool his passion in the shade. 
But while he thrills beneath her glance. 
He sees anether foe advance; 
The snowy (xnri!8 sublime,din>lay 
Was raised to chase the cloud away. 
He felt how flrail is hope, how vain : 
The v^mquished lustre came again ; 
The living ivory supplied 
The splendour which the eye denied. 
«o Savoy's snovry hills arise, 
And pierce the clouds and touch the skieiv 
And scattering round the silver ray, 
4Give added brightness to the day. 

Thus disappointed in his dream 
Of imperfection In.&er flrame. 
The lover ventures to explore 
One iinal, fond expedient mora 
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** Must loren' eyes be always bUjid,~- 

Have I no retixge in ber mind? 

Can 1 no ftmale error trace 

To heal tbe mischieft of her fiice ; 

One tax, one coanterrailing duty. 

To balance her account of beauty ; 

One saving foible, balmy foult, 

One impropriety of though^ 

To lend its medicinal aid, 

And core the wounds her eyes have made ?** 

Fresumptnoos thought ! I viewed once mora 
The blaze that dazzled me before, 
And saw those very eyes impart ' 
A soul, that sharpened every dart, 
With every rich endowment fraught, 
Tbe tender care, the generous thought, 
The sense of each exalted duty, 
The beauty that was more than beauty ; 
The wish, on every smile tmpressVl, 
To make all happy, and one blest ! 
Tbe whole was soilness mixed with love, 
The arrow feat hered.ftom the dove. 

Finding no hope of safe retreat, 
I yield contented to my fhte ; 
I nnreluctant drag the chain 
And in the passion lose the pain ; 
Feel her sweet bondage all so light, 
Her fotters all so soft and bright. 
That, vain and vanquished, I must own 
I never wish to lay them down, 
Nor longer struggle to be free : 
Such chains are worth all liberty ! 

The announcement of a stranger, who was to be 
fligher than the highest of those glittering and impe- 
nous mlers, produced a universal tumult. But there 
^ere others, of inferior rank and more disputable 
perils, who had deeper reasons for alarm; and pub- 
^e report gave them the discredit of a determined 
jonspiisaey against the peace and honour of the fu- 
we Princess of Wales. 

Even in the purer circle of the court, discussions 
arose which boded ill for her tranquillity. The king. 
Who was much attached to his sister, the Dutchess 
^f Brunswick, had proposed her daughter, the Prin- 
cess Caroline Amelia Elizabeth ; and, in the first in- 
«^ce, had corresponded with the court of Bruns- 
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wick on the subject, where the prospect was coin 
templated with exultation. The queen, not less at- 
tached to the honour of her own connexions, hat] 
proposed her niece, Louisa Princess of Mecklenburgj 
afterward so distingfuished and unfortunate as the 
Queen of Prussia. Yet there was still a third to be 
conciliated, more interested and more reluctant than 
either, the future husband. But he had a pressure 
upon him which no resolution can finally resist : he 
was overwhelmed with demailds upon his income 5 
his creditors were gathering round him again ; that 
querulous and persevering eagerness for royal anec- 
dote which had harassed so many of his earlier years, 
was again invading his private life with tenfold ani- 
mosity ; and at last, in an evil hour, he gave way, 
and suffered himself to be announced as the suitor of 
the Princess Caroline. The king immediately sent 
a formal intimation of his wishes to the court of 
Brunswick, and the marriage was decided on. 

Still, every thing in this union seemed destined to; 
be adverse. While the Duke and Dutchess of Bruns- 
wick were unmeasured in their delight at seeing the 
succession to the British throne in their family, and 
themselves the probable ancestors of a race of kings; 
the princess was said to exliibit no trivial dislike to \ 
the match. Among the innumerable rumours which 
float in the atmosphere of courts on such occasions, 
it must be difficult to detect the truth ; but it was 
openly asserted, that she had already formed an at- 
tachment to an individual in the ducal service ; and 
the following letter was published, purporting to be 
a declaration of her feelings to a German laidy re- 
siding in England. 

" You are aware of my destiny. I am about to 
be married to my cousin, the Prince of Wales. I 
esteem him for his generosity, and his letters be- 
speak a cultivated mind. My uncle is a good man, 
and 1 love him much ; but I feel that I shall never 
be happy# £stranged from my connexions, friends 
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and all I bold dear, I am ahout to make a penna- 
nent oomiexion. I fear for the consequences. 

''Yet I esteem and respect my (utaie hnsband, 
and 1 hope for great kindness and attention. But, 
alas ! I say sometimes, I cannot now love him with 
ardour. I am indifferent to my marriage, but not 
averse to it ; but I fear my joy will not be enthu- 
siastic* I am debarred from possessing the man of 
my choice, and I resign myself to my destiny. I 
am attentively studying the English language. I am 
acquainted with it, but I wish to speak it with 
fluency. I shall strive to make my husband happy, 
and to interest him in my favour, since the fates 
will have it that I am to be Princess of Wales." 

Whether this letter be authentic or not, it is pro- 
bable that it gives a true transcript of this unhappy 
princess's mind. The prince's perplexities, loo, 
might be less public, but they were not less trying 
and, by that strange balauce which so much equal- 
izes the variety of human condition, there were pro- 
bably but few in England, even of " the waifs and 
strays of fortune," who would have had reason to 
envy the pomps and honours of two beings appa- 
rently placed on the golden summit of prosperity. 

But the prince's natural good-humour soon re- 
turned, and he submitted to necessity like a philoso- 
pher. The princess's portrait had been sent tp him, 
and he made a point of praising it. On one occa- 
sion, he showed it to an intimate friend, and asked, 
with some seriousness, " What he thought of it V* 
The answer was, *' That it gave the idea of a very 
^handsome woman." Some observations followed, 
in which the homely but expressive phrase of **buy- 
, Ing a pig in a poke" happened to escape. '^How^ 
' iver," said the prince, after a pause, ** Lennox and 
, Pitzroy have seen her, and they tell me she is even 
handsomer than her miniature." 

The newspapers, wliich, of course, collect much 
detail that natiurally soon perishes, gave long ac- 
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counts of the royal marriage, and are stOl the hesi^ 
authorities for. the public impression at the time^ 
One of those says : — " The Princess of Brunswick^ 
to whoui his royal highness is shortly to give hi^ 
hand, is twenty-five years of age ; her person is very 
pleasing, and her accomplishments are exquisite. j 

*< The first thought of the prince's nuptials origi-| 
nated some time ago with an exalted personage^ 
who had the first interest in seeing the prince esta-| 
blished; and it was accordingly hinted to him, but 
in so delicate a manner as to leave it entirely at his| 
option. Juvenile pursuits at that time suspended allj 
further discourse about it; till one day his royal i 
highness, praising the person and accomplishments i 
of the Princess Mary before the Duke of Clarence, i 
the duke observed, she was very like the Princess j 
of Brunswick, whom he had the hoi^our of knowing i 
and conversing much ,with. The prince grew more 
inquisitive upon the subject ; and the duke so satis- { 
fied him in all particulars as to afibrd him the high- 1 
est gratification. I 

^ The affair seemingly dropped for this time; but i 
on the morning of a late great gala at Windsor, he i 
mentioned it to a great personage, who was de- | 
lighted with the proposal ; it was instantly commu- | 
nicated to the queen, who felt equal satisfaction: it i 
was then agreed to keep the matter entirely out of | 
the cabinet till it was in some train of forwardness, i 
which was strictly complied with ; and the first no- | 
tice the ministers of state had of it, was an official j 
notice to prepare for the embassy the forms, requi- 
sitions, &c, , I 

" Presents and marriage favours, to a great i 
amount, are preparing for the princesses, Ac, as 
well as marks of his royal highnesses remembrance I 
to several persons of both sexes about the court. 

" The Princess of Wales (we may now call her 
so) is esteemed one of the best harpsichord per- 
formers among thp royal families on the continent. 
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The pimee hmg peanonately fond of mnmef har* 
nuMNf will of covDrse be the order of the day. 

" CaritoB house is furnishing for the reception of 
the royBl pair, with all poesiUe magnificence and 
despatch. An estimate has been made of the whole ; 
and our readers will form some idea of the ezpen* 
sire grandeur of this new establishment, when they 
are inionned that the Princess of Wales's dressing- 
room akme amounts to twenty-five thousand pounds* 

^ There has been made up, intended as a present 
from the Prince of Wales to the princess when she 
airives, a most magnificent cap, on which is a plume 
in imitaticm of his highnesses crest, studded with 
biilliants, which play backwards and forwards in the 
same maimer as feathers, and have a most beautiful 
effect It is now at a banlcei's in Pall Mall, carefully 
locked up. 

** The betrothed consort of the Prince of Wales is 
of a middling stature, and remarkably elegant in her 
person. Her appearance at court is majestic, but 
accompanied with a sweetness and aiiability of man- 
ners which rivet the admiration of all who behold 
ber. Her eyes are intelligent, her countenance 
bighly animated, and her teeth white and regular. 
Her hair, of which she has an amazing quantity, is 
of a li^ht auburn colour, and appears always dressed 
in a simple but elegant style. Her taste in every 
part of dress is equidly graceful ; so that there is no ' 
doubt but she will, on her arrival in this country, be 
the standard of fashionable dress and elegance.** 

The king's speech at the opening of the session 
of 1795, gave the first official knowledge of the in- 
tended marriage. 

** I have," said his majesty, " the greatest satisfac- 
tion in announcing to you the happy event of the 
conclusion of a treaty of marriage of my son, the 
Prince of Wales, with the Princess Caroline, daugh- 
ter of the Duke of Brunswick. The constant proofs 
of your affection for my person an*family persuade 

ii 
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me that you will participate in the sentiments I feel 
on an occasion so dear to my domestic happiness; 
and that you will enable me to make provision for 
such an establishment as you may think suitable to 
the rank and dignity of the heir-apparent to the 
crown of these kingdoms." 

The princess at length left Brunswick, attended by 
an escort, and the principal persons of the court.— 
Those who were inclined to discover the future in 
omens, found ill fortune predicted in every point of 
her journey. It was commenced in the depth of 
winter; and within a few days was stopped by the 
sudden indisposition of the Dutchess of Brunswick, 
who had intended to accompany her daughter to the 
shore. The embarkation was to have taken place at 
Helvoetslujrs ; but beftre the princess could reach 
Osnaburg, it was announced to her that her route 
must be changed, as the fleet had left the Dutch 
coast. She then had no resource but to take up her 
abode in Hanover. At last, on the arrival of the 
squadron off Cuxhaven, she embarked,* after having 
spent three months of a German winter on her jour- 
ney. Even her voyage was a specimen of the in- 
clemency of our climate; and fogs, biUows, and 
gales were her first salutation to the British ^ore. 

The princess arrived at Greenwich on Sunday at 
noon ;t and the virtue of the congregations was said 
to have been severely tried by the shouts and tumult 
in the streets. In some instances curiosity overcame 
decorum, and the preacher was left with a thinned 
audience. After a short stay at the house of the 
governor. Sir Hugh Palliser, the pjincess proceeded 
to London, attended by her ladies, and among the 
rest Lady Jersey ! The roads and bridges were covered 
with people, who received her with acclamations ; and 
in this species of triumphal entry she passed along until 
she reached her apartments at St. James'b. The Prince 
of Wales, always observant of courtesy, waited on her 

•■^•^l^ »y t April 5 
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lostantly, with all the visible ardour of a lover, com-, 
plimented her on her arrival, her appearance, and her 
knowledge of English, and asked permission to dine 
with her. In the evening the royal family visited 
her, and the king was animated in his congratula- 
tions. The party did not break up till near midnight. 
It was the English family party which his majesty 
loved ; and his honest and hospitable ioy communi- 
cated itself to all round him. 

Among princes, the hopes and fears of the passions 
are brief; and his royal highness had but three days 
for romance ; for, on the third* from the arrival of 
the princess, he was summoned to St. Jameses to be 
married! 

The ceremony had every adjunct of royal mag- 
nificence : the bride came, covered with jewels, with 
a diamond coronet on her brow, and attended by four 
daughters of nobility as bridemaids, Lady Mary Os- 
borne, Lady Charlotte Spencer, Lady Caroline Vil- 
liers, and Lady Charlotte Legge. The prince next 
appeared, in the collar of the garter, and attended by 
two unmarried dukes, Bedford and Roxburgh. — 
Through Uie whole ceremony the king's gratification 
was pSpable. He peculiarly attended to the bride ; 
and when the archbishop asked the usual question, 
** Whg giveth this woman to be married to this man ?^ 
his majesty went hastily forward to the princess, and 
taking her hand in both his, affectionately gave her 
to her husband. 

But another ceremonial of a sterner nature was to 
come. Tfte prince h^ acceded to the royal com- 
mands, on a promise that his debts should be|dis- 
charged. The king's natural and becoming wift to 
see a bhange in the habits of his heir, the peculiar 
importance of rescuing royalty from public imputa- 
tion in a period when the revolutionary spirit was 
seeking offence against all thri3nes, and the humane 
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necessity of relieving the multitude of creditors wh< 
might be ruined by delay, had urged him to th< 
promise. The statement of the debt was laid upoi 
the table of the house of commons. It was formi< 
dable. 

Debt on Turioufl ncQTitlM,.«i4beuiiig interest .... 000,571 10 1 

Tradesmen's bills unpaid 89,749 00 

Tradesinen's bills aiid arrears of establishment, tnm 
10th of Or.L 1794, to April 5th, 1795 53,573 5 3 

£543,890 4 4 

The only palliative of this expenditure is, thai his 
royal highness knew but little of its extravagance, 
and had probably not so much actual eiyoyment of it 
as many an English gentleman with a tenth of his 
income. He was surrounded by individuals whose 
interest it was to keep him in the dark relative to his 
own aifairs; in his rank, he could scarcely be ex- 
pected to inquire very deeply into household details, 
or to scrutinize tradesmen's bills ; and those to whom 
the duty naturally fell, had sagacity enough in their 
own objects to take care that even if he had scruti- 
nized them, he should have been not the less plun- 
dered. One instance of this system of wholesale 
spoliation may serve as an example of the rest : his 
farrier's bill, for horse medicine and shoeing, was 
40,000/. 

The condition on which the prince had yielded to 
the royal will was now to be performed; and the 
proposal for liquidating his debts was ushered in by 
one of the minister's ablest speefthes.* The king 
had sent a message to the legislature, calling on it 
to enable him to form an estabfishment for the newly 
married pair ; but adding, that the first point was to 
relieve the prince from his embarrassments, as until 
then he could derive no advantage from tiie settle- 
ment. The message stated also, that the only mode 

♦ April 2?, 1795 
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which the king contemplated of paying the debt 
was, by deducting a portion of the prince's proposed 
income, and by handing over the revenues of the 
dutchy of Cornwall for a certain period for the use of 
the creditors; finally, a pledge was to be given against 
all foture recurrence of debt. 

The measure was necessanr ; .but no time could 
have been more unfortunate for the demand. The 
nation was fretted with the failures of the French 
war, and was doubly irritated at the taxes which 
every session imposed; angry opinions on govern- 
ment had been eagerly spread through the nation; 
the imbecility of the Bourbons was made a charge 
against all sovereigns ; the daring doctrines, seconded 
1^ the memorable military successes, of the new re- 
public, were already .influencing opinion in all coun- 
tries; and England seemed on the verge of some 
great and fatal change. The prince's embarrass- 
ments now gave a new topic to the declaimers, and 
tlie debates in the house were long and acrimonious. 
On the motion for the committee on the message, a 
formidable array of the county members appeared 
in opposition; and Stanley, member for Lancashire, 
adverted in strong terms to the former message, in 
1787, and the promises then made relative to the 
prince's obligations. But there was no remedy ; s^d 
the minister, with whatever reluctance, was com- 
pelled to persevere; 
The heads of the proposed establishment were — 

f 

AoBiial income of the pniicB» excloaiw of tbe datoky of 

Cornwall, to be raised to 2135,000 

Jewels and plate for the marriage 28,000 

For finLshing Carlton House 36,000 

The revertue of the dutchy was 13,000/. The ac- 
cumulation during the prince's minority, from 1763 to 
1783, was 233,764/. ; and for the liquidation of the 
debt, a sum of 78,000/. a-year was to be appropriated. 
To this proposal were appended clauses providing 
Q2 
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for the future punctual diflch«rge of the aneaiAt and 
for making over Caiiton House to the crown, with 
the furniture, as an heix^loom. A jointure of 60,000^ 
a«year was settled on the princess. 

The discussion continued nearly three months be- 
fore the public, and during the whole time the fedings 
of party within and without the house were in a per- 
petual ferment The IHike of Clarence, who had 
seldom taken a share in &e debates, attracted public 
notice by the g^erosity and boldness with which he 
adopted the cause of the innocent sufferer, the 
Princess of Wales. 

" Whatever may be thought," said he, " of the 
stipulations for the payment of the debts, there is at 
least one Individual who ouj^ht not to be exposed to 
this hasBh and stem inquisition,-^a lovely and amia- 
ble woman, torn from her family; for though her 
mother is his majesty's sister, she must still be said 
to be torn from her family, by being suddenly sepa- 
rated from all her early connexions. What must her 
feelings be, from finding her reception in this country 
followed by such circumstances, when she had a 
right to expect every tiling befitting her rank, and 
the exalted station to which she was called T* 

The princess herself, unused to inquiries into the 
conduct of courts, was alternately indignant and de- 
jected, declaring, that **she would rather live on 
bread and water in a ^cottage, than have the cha- 
racter and conduct of the royil family, and e^)ecially 
of her husband, thus severely investigated." Oppo- 
sition, disheartened by perpetual defeat, was now 
almost reduced to Fox and Sheridan ; who, however, 
with more than their usual prudence, pointed out the 
only way of rational extrication ; and with even more 
than their usual boldness, assailed higher authority 
than that of ministers. But Sheridan, animated by 
every motive that could kindle his passions or his 
genius,r-sittachment to the prince, vexation at the 
turn of fortune which had cast him immeasurably 
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beyond ^h^ hope of public lionoiirs, and the still 
stronfer ofience of being charged with sharing the 
plunder of the prince's income, eclipsed himself. 
The house was kept m a state of unwearied admira^ 
lion by the brilliant variety of powers which this ex* 
traordinary man displayed night after night ; in the 
midst of a life of that alternate embarrassment and 
excess, dreamy indolence and exhausting luxury,--*- 
thai ague of the mind, which most rapidly exhausts 
and emasculates the intellectual frame. 

The fragments of those leeches which still re* 
main can only do injury to the reputation of the 
great orator. Yet, sliattered as they are, they now 
and then exhibit some trace of the master hand. 

*«I disdain,'' said he, **all this trifling and quib- 
bling with the common sense of the nation. Let the 
people not be deceiyed by our taJcing the money out 
of their pockets as a royal income, and paying it 
back as a royal debt. To-night it is not my inten- 
tion to yote either way. This seems to surprise 
some gentlemen opposite ; but, to those who make 
up their minds on all questions before they come into 
the house! some surprise may be natural at my not- 
making up my mind after I am in it. 

^ The debt must be paid immediately, for the dig- 
nity of the country and the situation of the prince* 
He must not be seen rolling about the streets as an 
insolyent prodigal. But the public must not be bur- 
dened with the pressure of a hair, in affording him 
that relief. 

'^In the course of these discussicms, gentlemen 
haye applied strong language to the conduct of an 
iilttstrious prince. But there are other high and 
illustrious characters, who, in future discussions^ 
must be told as plainly what the public have a right 
to expect from them, and what their conduct ought 
to have been on the present occasion, however un« 
gracious the task may be." 
The plan in Sheridan's contemplation was, that s«* 
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advanee should be made from the privy purses of the 
king aad queen, and that the incomes of the sinecure 
places should be thrown in. 

" The king's privy purse was 60,000/., the queen's 
50,000/.; and all their houses and paraphernalia 
were now finished and furnished. The first and most 
natural feeling of a parent would be to make some 
sacrifice to retrieve the imprudence of a son." He 
then poimced upon the sinecures; — ^"places which 
add to neither the dignity of the crown nor its 
stiiength. Let a committee of trustees be appointed, 
in whom might be placed the sinecure revenues after 
the death of their present holders. Posterity would 
look back with gratitude to the arrangement, and with 
wonder that such places ever existed. This would 
be the way to make our constitution stable, and to 
prevent the wild system of Jacobinism from under- 
mining or overturning it. While we were spilling 
our blood and wasting our money in support of con- 
tinental monarchy, this would be a rational resource ; 
and prove that monarchy, or those employed under it, 
could show examples of self-denial, and do something 
for the benefit of the people. This would add lustre to 
the crown ; unless, indeed, ministers might think that 
it shone with lustre in proportion to the gloom that 
surrounded it, and that a king is magnificeiU as his 
streets become miserable ! 

— " There is one class who love the constitution, 
but do not love its abuses. There is another who 
love it, with all its abuses. But there is a third, a 
large and interested party, among whom J do not 
hesitate to place his majesty's ministers, who love 
it, for nothing but its abuses! But let the house, 
the best part of our constitution, consider its own 
honour. Let us destroy the sinecures. Let us build 
the dignity of the prince on the ruins of idleness and 
corruption, and not on the toils of the industrious 
poor, who must see their loaf decreased by the dis- 
charge of his encumbrances." 
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To the charge of shaiing m the princess expeniSU 
ture he gave the most distinct denial. ^ He had 
never accepted any thing, not so much as a present 
of a horse. He scorned the imputation, and would 
leave it to defeat itself.** He repulsed with quick 
sarcasm the attacks made on him in the course of the 
debates by the minor antagonists, who had rashly 
volunteered this proof of their ministerial devotion* 
Colonel Fuilarton had said, in a long and desultory 
speech, that the princess coimdls were secreih/ guided 
by Sheridan. After contemptuously retorting the 
charge, — ** I, the secret counsellor of the prince ! I 
have never g^ven his royal highness a syllable of 
advice, in which I did not wish it were possible to 
have the king standing on one side, and the people 
of England on the other ;" he proceeded to repay tiie 
colonel : — 

"• As to certain portions of the honourable gentle- 
man's speech, some of the sentences, I actually be- 
have, no gentleman in this house understood, nor 
could understand ; and the only solution of the pro- 
blem is, that somebody must have advised him to 
prepare a speech against what he conjectured migki 
be said to-night He had rifled the English language 
to find out proverbs and trite sayings ; and Imd so 
richly enveloped his meaning in metaphor, and em- 
beUished it with such colouring, as to render it to- 
tally unintelligible to meaner capacities." 

RoUe had called him to order. He did not escape* 
Sheridan told liim, *< that he was not at all surprised 
to hear himself called to order by that honourable 
gentleman ; but he should have been very much sur- 
prised to hear any reason for the call from that ho- 
nourable gentleman." Even to Pitt, who had, on 
one occasion, made no other reply to his speech than 
, moving to adjourn, he flung down the glove. — "I 
' make no comment on the indecency of moving to 
adjourn, when the public reUef is the topic. To 
desire the gentlemen on the opposite side to make 
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provision for the prince by a reduction of useless 
places, would be to amerce themselves. For my 
part, I never tlK)ught them capable of any folly of 
the kind." 

The prince at length interposed, and by Anstruther, 
his solicitor-general, sent a message to the house, 
declaring "his acquiescence in any arrangements 
which it might deem proper with respect to his in- 
come, and its appropriation to the payment of his 
debts. He was perfectly disposed to make any 
abatement in his personal establishment that was 
considered necessary." The princess coincided in 
the message; and the proceedings were closed by 
three bills.* Thelst Forpreventing future Princes 
of Wales from incurring debts. TTie 2d. For grant- 
ing an establishment to the prince. And the 3d. 
For the princess's jointure. Commissioners were 
next appointed for the examination of the debts. 
The creditors were paid by debentmes, with interest 
on their claims ; and the term of nine years was 
fixed for the final payment. Many of the claims 
were rejected as groundless, many were largely re- 
duced as exorbitant, and a per centage was taken off 
the whole. Thus ended a proceeding in which the 
minister's sagacity had failed of satisfying the nation, 
the creditors, or the prince. Sheridan's advice would 
have led to a course more generous and more popu- 
lar. The debt ought not to have been brought before 
the nation. 

"^ Jam 3itb, 170ft. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Royal Separation. 

hx the period of the prince's retirement, before 
and after his marriage, several incidents occurred 
which brought him, from time to time, into the pre- 
sence of the public. Some of them exhibited that 
"Want of caution which was the source of his chief 
vexations through life ; but all bore the redeeming 
character of his original good-nature. 

Prize-fighting had become a popular, and even a 
fashionable amusement, by the patronage of the no- 
bihty and the Duke of Cumberland. Brutal as the 
habit is, and inevitably tending to barbarize the peo- 
ple, it was for a while considered a peculiar feature 
of British manliness. The prince adopted this pa- 
triotic exhibition, and was honoured accoraingly ; but 
one display, at which a wretched man was beaten 
to death before his face, gave him so effectual an 
impression of championship, that, with honest indig- 
nation, he declared ^' he would never be present at 
such a scene' of murder again." 

The Lennox duel not less exhibited his good feel- 
ing. The offence received by the irritable colonel 
was of the most trivial nature. The attempt on the 
life of the son of his king, and who might himself yet 
be his king, was a public crime ; and if Colonel Len- 
nox had killed the Duke of Yoik, nothing but the 
mercy of that duke's grieved parent could have saved 
him from an ignominious death. But the result 
was fortunately bloodless, and the king seemed to 
think it a matter of etiquette to overlook the 
crime. But the Prince of Wales was unable to 

Digitized by Google 



in OBOfRQX THE FOVETH* [179(1. 

restrain his feeling^s ; and on the first meeting ^w^ith 
Colonel Lennox at court, he expressed his displea- 
sure in the most pointed manner, consistent with the 
presence of royrdty.* 

The transaction with Jefferys, the well-knoT^rn 
jeweller, was one of those instances which made 
the prince's connexion with Mrs. Fitzherbert so 
perpetual a source of disaster. Nothing could be 
more trifling than the transaction itselif— a loan of 
1600/., which was repaid at the promised time; but 
the circumstances under which it was borrowed, 
— to save Mrs. Fitzherbert from an immediate pro 
cess at law by a creditor, who refused to look upon 
her in any other light than <^ as a woman of no rank 
or consideration in the eye of the law, as to personal 
privilege;" in other words, who was prepared to 
throw public contempt upon the tie by which the 
lady professed to be bound to his royal highness ; — 
at once gave great pain to the prince, and supplied a 
topic of peculiar scandal to his enemies. 

Jefferys was obviously a person imfit for royal 
confidence. The prince had thanked him, in his 
good-natured language, for the service ; and the jew- 
eller's vanity was instantly uiflamed into the most 
extravagant expectations of patronage. The prince 

* The story wrb thus told in th« newspapers. Col. Lennox, to the 
surprifie of every one, had appeared at the ball given at St. James's on 
the king's birth-dav (1789). " The colonel stood ap in the coautry dance 
with Lady Catherine Barnard. The prince, ^ho danced with his sister, 
the princess royal, was so for down the set, that the colonel and Lady 
Catherine were the next couple. The prince paused, looked at the o(4o- 
nely took his partner's hand, and led her to the bottom of the dance. 
The Duke of Clarence followed his example ; but ihe Dnko of Tori 
made no distinction between the colonel and the other gentteaien of ibe 
pany. When the colonel and his partner had danced down the set, the 
prince again took his si^'ter's hand and led herto aseat. Observing thist 
the queen approached the prince, and said, 'You are lieated, sir, lad 
tired. I had better leave the apartment and put an end to the dance.' 
< I am heated,* replied the prince, * and tired, not with dancing, but with 
a portion of the company;' and emphatically added, * I certainly never 
wUl countenance an insult offered to my llunily, however tt may be re- 
garded by others.' The prince'i^! natural gallantry next day ofiMred tfaff 
necessaiy apology to Lady Catherine Barnard, and he * regrettail ttet \» 
aliouk! bare caused her a moment's embarrassment.' " 
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was as destitute of power as any gentleman in the 
kingdom ; but he gave him all that he could giye* 
the order for the marriage jewels, which amounted 
to 64,000f • Jefferys had, in the mean time, followed 
his fortunes in other ways : he had become a mem- 
ber of parliament, Coventry having the honour to re» 
turn him ; and he had at length thrown up trade, and 
become a solicitor for place. The commissioners 
for the payment of the prince's debts attempted to 
deduct ten per cent, from his bill for the jewels. 
But this he resisted, and, by the help of Erskine, ob- 
tained a verdict in Westminster Hall for the full 
amount ; which, however, he complained, was but 
partly paid. Thus he continued for years, pamphlet- 
eerii^r* and appealing to the prince for compensation 
which he had no power to give, and forcing the 
royal name before the public in the most pei^dexing 
and unfortunate manner.* 

The royal marriage was inauspicious ; and it was 
soon rumoured, that the disagreements of habit and 
temper, on both sides, were too strong to give any 
hope of their being reconciled. Of an alliance con- 
tracted with predUections for others existing in the 
minds of both parties, the disunion was easily fore- 
seen ; a partial separation took place, and the tongue 
of scandal availed itself fully of all its opportu 
nities. 



* The prinee^s sale of hisptnd, and TeUrement fhmi Newinariitt, was 
a public tc^ic for amae time. This wfaolo alRur alao is aimoat too 
tnffing for record.— A horse belonging to his stad ran ill on raie day, 
when heavy bets had been laid upon his winning. Bat be ran well on 
the next day, when heavy bets had been laid on his loflng. Chifhey, 
tbe jockey, was immediately asoailed by the losers on both occasi<mS| 
BB having plundered them; but he made an aflldavitthat he had won 
ODlyaOL The Jockey Club sat in judgment on the ease, and disbeliev. 
ing the jockey, ordered that he should ride there no mose. The prince, 
believing tiim, looked on tlie decision as an injustice to his servant, and 
as an oifonce to himself: he instantly withdrew (hrni the oouree; and 
fueling for the state to which Chifhey nmst be reduced, gave him « 
yearly allowance. It was impossible to believe that the prince had baeo 
privy to the trick, if trick there ware. The charge vna soon and tocally 

R 
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Lady Jersey has been so distinctly charged with 
taking an insidious share in this separation, and with | 
personal motives for taking that share, that the pub- 
lic voice must be acquiesced in, peculiarly as no 
defence was offered by herself or her husband. The 
charges were repeated with every aggravation, yet 
those noble persons suffered them to make their un- 
obstructed way through society ; much more to the 
scorn than to the surprise of the country. 

The princess had no hesitation in requiring Lady 
Jersey^s dismissal from the household. Her first 
demand was that this woman should not be suffered 
to appear at the table, when the prince wa4S not pre- 
sent. The request was not complied with. The 
princess next applied to the king. His majesty im- 
mediately interfered, and directed that Lady Jersey 
should " come no more into waiting," and should be 

fiven up. Half of this order was complied with : 
er ladyship was dismissed from her waiting ; but 
she was not given up. 

Nevet was there a more speaking lesson to the 
dissipations of men of rank, than the prince's in- 
volvements. While he was thus wearied with the 
attempt to extricate himself from Lady Jersey's irri- 
tations, another claimant came; Mrs. Fitzherbert 
was again in the field. Whatever might be her 
rights, — since the royal marriage, at least— the right 
of a wife-could not be included among them ; but 
her demands were not the less embarrassing. A 
large pension, a handsome outfit, and a costly man- 
sion in Park Lane, at length reconciled her to life; 
and his royal highness had the delight of being 
hampered with three women at a time, two of them 
prodigal, and totally past the day of attraction, even 
if attraction could have been an excuse, and the 
third complaining of neglects, which brought upon 
him and his two old women a storm of censure and 
ridicfile. But the whole nairative is painful, and 
cannot be too hastily passed over. 
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On the 7th of January, 1796, the Princess Char- 
lotte was bom. The usual officers of state were in 
attendance, and the prince was in the state chamber, 
awaiting the event with great anxiety. Tlie royal 
infant was christened, on the 11th of February, at 
St. James's, receiving the names of Charlotte from 
the queen, and of Augusta froiii the Dutchess of 
Brunswick ; the sponsors were their majesties, with 
the princess royal as proxy for the dutchess. 

A considerable number of addresses from public 
bodies wer6 presented on this fortunate occasion. 
But the corporation of London contrived to take of- 
fence at his royal highness's expressing that, from 
the reduction of his establishment, he must be con- 
tent with receiving a copy of their address, instead 
of the deputation. 

Birch, one of the common council, moved, upon 
this, •* That the court could not, consistently with 
its dignity, «uifer the compliment to be paid other- 
wise than in the usual form." Tlie prince sent for 
the lord mayor, and stated, in apology, his reasons 
for the refusal. The city was considered to have 
pushed punctilio as far as it could go : for the con- 
gratulations of the two houses of parliament had 
been already presented in private on the same ground, 
—the state of the prince's household. 

During the dissensions of Carlton House, the kinff 
paid the most marked civilities to the Princess of 
Wales, visited her frequently, made her presents, 
wrote letters to her, and on all occasions evinced his 
determination to protect her undetthe difficulties of 
her circumstances. But, unfortunately, she was to- 
tally deficient in prudence : a violent temper and a 
feeble understaniUnglaid her at the mercy of the fe- 
male intriguers who surrounded her, with tliP two- 
fold malice of personal rivalry and defeated^* ambi- 
tion. In defiance of all warnings, she still spoke with 
open scorn of all whom she suspected of conspiring 
against her; and there were few whom she did not 
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suspect. Her opinions even of the royal family 
were highly sarcastic, and she had the folly to put 
those opinions on paper, in her correspondence with 
the court of Brunswick. 

At length a whole packet of those angry commu- 
Bications was imaccounted for. They had been in* 
trusted to a Dr^ Randoli^, a clergyman, who was 
going to Germany; and they never reached their 
intended destination. But it was equally clear that 
they had reached another; and the princess publicly 
declared that they had been intercepted by Lady 
Jersey, for the purpose of being scattered among the 
royal family. Dr. Randolph was, of course impli- 
cated in the charge ; but the Doctor had no more to 
say than that, having changed his mind as to his 
German journey, he had returned the letters to the 
princess by the usual Brighton conveyance. The 
inquiry was hotly urged by the public, with the strong, j 
est expressions of perfidy, corruption, and intrigue | 
against ^e parties; untU Lady Jersey tardily at- 
tempted to vindicate herself at the Dr.'s expense, 
by the following letter: — 

" PaU Mall. 
** Snt, — The newspapers being full of accusations 
of my having opened a letter either to or from her 
ro3ral highness the Princess of Wales, and as I can- 
• not in any way account ((x what can have given rise 
to such a story, excepting the loss of those letters 
with which you were intrusted last summer, I must 
entreat that you will state the whole transaction, 
and publish the account in the newspapers you may 
think fit. Her royal liighness having told me, at the 
time when my inquiries at Brighton, and yours in 
Lond(Hii, proved ineffectual, that she did not care about 
^he let^rs, they being only letters of form, the whole 
business made so little impression on me, that I do 
not even recollect in what month I had the pleasure 
of seeing you at Brighton. I think you will agree 
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With me, that defending myself from the charg;e of 
opening a letter, is pretty much the same thing as if 
I were to prove that I had not picked a pocket ; yet, 
in this case, I believe it may be of some use to show 
upon what grounds so extraordinary a calumny is 
founded. Aa I cannot wish to leave any mystery 
upon this affaii, you are at liberty to publish this let- 
ter if you think proper to do so." 

The matchless equanimity with which husbands 
of rank sometimes listen to domestic imputations, 
which would rouse humbler men into a burst of 
honest resentment, may be among the privileges of 
their condition ; but Lord Jersey, at length, seemed 
to have made the discovery that a wife's reputation 
has something to do with a husband's honour ; and 
his lordship came forward in the correspondence 
with the harassed doctor. 

** Sir, — ^Lady Jersey wrote to you early in the last 
week, requesting that a full statement from you of 
all that passed relating to the packet of letters be- 
longing to her royal highness the Princess of Wales, 
might appear in public print. To that letter she has 
received no answer from you, nor have I learned 
that any such publication has appeared. The delay 
I have been willing to attribute to accident : but it 
now becomes my duty to call upon you, and I do re- 
quire it of you, that an explicit narrative may be laid 
before the public : it is a justice she is entitled to, a 
justice Lady Jersey^s character claims, and which 
she has, and which you have acknowledged she has 
a right to demand at your hands. Your silence upon 
this occasion 1 shall consider as countenancing that 
calumny which the false representations of the busi- 
ness have so shamefully and unjustly drawn upon 
Lady Jersey. I am, &c." 

Dr. Randolph finally came before the general 
R2 
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tribunal as a contributor to this singular exhibition ; 
and discussed the matter, in a letter to her ladyship, 
in full form. 

" Madam, 

« • • • • 

" I need not recall to your ladyship's recollection 
the interview I had with the princess at Brighton: 
when she delivered to me the packet in question, all 
her attendants in waiting were, I believe, present, 
and the conversation generally turned upon the va- 
rious branches of her august family, and the altera- 
tion I should find in them after an absence of ten 
years. This interview, if I am not mistaken, took 

Elace on the 13th of August ; and after waiting by 
er royal highness's desire till the 14th, when the 
Erince was expected from Windsor, to know if he 
ad any (commands to honour me with, I had no 
sooner received from Mr. Churchill his royal high- 
ness's answer than I departed for London, with the 
intention of proceeding to Yarmouth. 

" On my arrival in town, finding some very un- 
pleasant accounts of the state of Mrs. R.'s health, I 
took the liberty of signifying the occurrence to her 
royal highness, annexing to it at the same time a 
wish to defer my journey for the present, and that her 
royal highness would permit me to return the packet, 
or allow me to consi^ it to the care of a friend who 
was going into Germany, and would see it safely 
delivered. To this I received, through your lady- 
ship, a most gracious message from her royal high- 
ness, requesting me by all means to lay aside my in- 
tentions, and return the packet. In consequence of 
such orders, I immediately went to Carlton House, 
to inform myself by what conveyance the letters 
and parcels were usually sent to Brighton, and was 
told that no servant was employed, but that every 
day they were, together with the newspapers, com- 
mitted to the charge of the Brighton post-coach from 
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the Golden Cross, Charing Cross. On the suh.- 
sequent morning, therefore, I attended at the Golden 
Cross, previous to the departure of the coach, and 
hairing first seen it regularly hooked, delivered my 
parcel, enclosmg the princess's packet, addressed to 
your ladyship at the Pavilion. Immediately after- 
i^ard I set out for Bath, and had scarcely been a 
fortnight at home, when, to my surprise and mortifi- 
cation, I received the following letter from your lady- 
ship, dated Brighton, Sept. 1 :^— 

** * Sir, — ^In consequence of your letter, I have had 
her royal highness the Princess of Wales's com* 
mands to des^, that as you did not go to Brunswick) 

fon should return the packet which she had given you. 
wrote accordingly, about a fortnight ago. Hei 
royal highness not having received the packet, is 
nneasy 2S>out it, and desires you to inform me hoia^ 
you sent the letters to her, and where they Wene 
directed. If left at Carlton House, pray call therey 
and make some inquiries respecting them.' 

** To which letter of your ladyship I then returned 
the following answer : — 

"* Madam,— I know not when I have been more 
seriously concerned than at the receipt of your lady- 
ship's letter, which was forwarded to me this morn- 
ing. The morning I left town, which was on the 
20th of August, I went to the Brighton post-coach, 
i¥hich I was told at Carlton House was the usual 
c<mveyance of the princess's papers and packets, and 
booked a parcel, addressed to your ladyship, at the 
Pavilion, enclosing the letters of her royal highness. 
I have sent to a friend in London by this night's post, 
to trace the business; and wiil req[uest your ladyship, 
to let your servante call at the Ship, the inn I believe 
the coach drives to at Brighton, to make inquiry 
there, and to examine the bill of parcels for Thurs- 
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day, the 20th Augast. If this prove not successful, 
I shall hold it my duty to return to town, and pursue 
the discovery myseli. I shall not be easy till tlie 
packet is delivered safe ; and trusting that this will 
eoon be the case, I lemain, &c.*^ 

' Public animadversion was inflicted with equal 
severity on all the individuals concerned iu this luck- 
less intrigue. The doctor was sternly asked — ^liow 
he could have treated the trust of a person of the 
distinction, and under the peculiar circumstances, of 
the princess, with such apparent nonchalance ? \Miy, 
at the easy distance of London from Brighton, he 
had not thought proper to restore the letters to her 
own liands ? Why he had lingered so long in offer- 
ing his explanation, when the first and most natural 
impulse of any man publicly lying under so stinging 
a charge, would have been to cast it from him 
without a moment's delay, and never desist until his 
vindication was complete, and the charge was sub- 
stantiated against the true criminals? Finally, it 
was demanded, why the people at the coach-office 
were not brought forward to show what had actually 
become of the packet, and into whose hands at 
Brighton it had been delivered ? 

Lady Jersey was asked — how she could have suf- 
fered so long a period as from the 20th of August to 
the 4th of September to elapse without making any 
inquiry for the fate of a packet which she was told 
was to be returned, which was directed to herself, 
and which it was her duty to see delivered to the prin- 
cess 1 The total improbability of its being lost was 
argued from the usual care in those matters, and from 
the attention that would be naturally paid to packets 
for the royal household. 

But here discovery closed; the only clear fact 
being, that the letters never returned to the writer. 
Her royal highness could scarcely be supposed to 
preserve silence on a subject which, however msio* 
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cent, Iiad so much the air of infamy. Her indig- 
nation was unbounded; she pronounced that there 
was but one name of scorn for all the agents; 
and unhesitatingly declared that, from circum- 
stances, and even phrases, which elapsed in con- 
versation, her correspondence must have been be- 
trayed by some malignant individual into the hands 
of her enemies. 

His majesty, with that kindliness which formed so 
large a portion of his character, made one attempt 
more to put an end to those painful disputes ; but the 
highest life is, in essentials, like the lowest ; and the 
hazard of interfering in matrimonial differences, 
even though the mediator were a king, was palpably 
4Bhown in the still wider alienation of the parties. 
After a short period a separation was proposed by 
the prince, and the princess expressed her readi- 
ness to accede to the measure, with only the added 
condition, that the separation should be perpetual. 
To this his royal highness finally agreed, m the 
following note:— 

**MiDAM,— As Lord Cholmondeley informs me 
that you wish I should define, in writing, the terms 
upon which wc are to live, I shall endeavour to ex- 
plain myself upon that head with as much clearness 
and with as much propriety as the nature of the 
subject will admit. Our inclinations are not in our 
power ; nor should either of us be held answerable 
to the other, because nature has not made us suitable 
to each other. Tranquil and comfortable society is, 
however, in our power ; let our intercourse, there- 
fore, be restrictecl to that, and I will distinctly sub- 
scribe to the condition which you required, through 
Lady Cholmondeley, — that even in the event of any 
accident happening to my daughter, which I trust 
Providence m its mercy wiU avert, I shall not infringe 
the terms of the. restriction by proposing, at any pe- 
riod, a connexion of a more particular nature. I shall 
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now iinally close this disagreeable correspondence, 
trusting that, as we have completely eaqplained our- 
«elves to each other, the rest of our lives will be 
passed in undisturbed tranquillity. 

" I am, Madam, with great truth, 
" Very sincerely yours, 

« GEORGE P. 
" Windsor Castle, April 30, 1796." 

To this communication, the princess, after some 
interval, rejAiedi— - 

" Siii,-~The avowal of your conversation with 
Lord Cholmondeley neither surprises nor offends me : 
it merely confirmed what you have tacitly insinu- 
ated for this twelvemonth. But after this, it would 
be a want of delicacy, or rather an unworthy mean- 
ness, in me, were I to complain of those conditions 
which you impose upon yourself. I should have 
returned no answer to your letter, if it had not been 
conceived in terms to make it doubtful whether this 
arrangement proceeds from you or from me. You 
are aware that the honour of it belongs to you alone. 
The letter which you announce to me as the last, 
obliges me to communicate to the king, as to my 
sovereign and my father, both your avowal and my 
answer. You will find enclosed a copy of my letter 
to the king. I apprize you of it, that I may not incur 
the slightest reproach of duplicity from you. As I 
have at this moment no protector but his majesty, I 
refer myself solely to him on this subject; and if my 
conduct meet his approbation, I shsdl be, in some 
degree at least, consoled. I retain every sentiment 
of gratitude for the situation in which I find myself, 
as Princess of Wales, enabled by your means to in- 
dulge in the free exercise Of a virtue dear to my 
heart — charity. It will be my duty, likewise, 'to act 
upon another motive — that of giving an example of 
patience and resignation under every trial. 
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** Do me the justice to believe that I shall never 
cease to pray for your happiness, and to be, your 
much devoted " CAROLINE. 

" May 6, 1796." 

The king still interposed his good intentions, and 
desired that the princess should, at least, reside w)- 
der the same roojt with her husband* She had apart- 
ments in Carlton House, while the prince spent his 
time chiefly at Brighton. But Charlton^ a village 
near Blackheath, was finally fixed on for her red- 
dence ; and there, with the Princess Charlotte, and 
some ladies in attendance, she lived for several 
years. 

In this whole transaction the prince was culpable. '" 
With habits of life totally opposite to those of do- V 
mestic happiness, he had married for convenience ; ) 
and, the bond once contracted, he had broken it for 
convenience again. Following the fatal example of 
those by whom he was only betrayed, he had disre- 
garded the obligations fixed upon him by one of the 
most important and sacred rites of society and reli- [ 
gion; and without ^ny of those attempts ** to bear * 
and forbear," and to endure the frailties of temper 
as well as the chances of fortune, which he had 
vowed at the altar, he cast away his duties as a toy 
of which he was tired; and thus ultimately rendered 
himself guilty of every error and degradation of the 
unhappy woman whom he had abandoned. 

After a seclusion of ten years, the princess came 
again before the world. In 1804, her royal husband 
had insisted on the necessity of withdrawing the 
Princess Charlotte from her superintendence; but 
the king was prompt in exhibiting his protection, 
and, after some correspondence, he took the guar- 
dianship upon himself. 

But the rumours which had produced this discus- 
sion at length assumed shape in more formidable 
charges, which the prince, by the advice of Lord 
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Thurlow, imbodied and laid before his majesty. A 
committee,* consisting of Lords Erskine, Grenville, 
Spencer, and Ellenborough, examined the papers ; 
which accused the princess of guilty intercourse 
with the late Sir Thomas Lawrence, Captain Manby, 
Sir Sidney Smith, and others; but stating Sir Sidney 
to be the father of a child by her. 

The report of the committee fully exculpated her 
royal hignness of crime, simply objecting — " care- 
lessness of appearances,'* and " levity" in the in- 
stance of certain individuals. The Jung upon this 
declared her conduct clear, and ordered a prosecu- 
tion for perjury to be instituted against Lady Dou- 
glas, the wife of an officer of marines, who had taken 
advantage of her hospitality to excite suspicions 
which might have brought the princess to the scaf- 
fold. The child was fully proved to be the son of a 
poor woman of the name of Austin, in Blackheath. 
Lady Douglas was covered with obloquy ; and her 
husband, who appears to have been passive on the 
occasion, was so deeply affected by the public scorn 
that he was said to have died of a broken heart. 

His majesty carried on the triumphant vindication 
to the last ; gave the princess apartments in Ken- 
sington palace, and directed that she should be re- 
ceived at court with peculiar attention. She ap- 
peared at the next birth-day ; and so strong was the 
national feeling, even in those ranks where it is eti- 
quette to suppress emotion, that as her royal high- 
ness passed through the crowd she was received 
with a universal clapping of hands ! 

Fortunate for her, if that day had taught her the 
safety of confiding herself and her cause to a gene- 
rous people ; doubly fortunate for her, if she had 
for ever shunned the contamination of that foreign 
residence, and those foieigii manners, which are 
alike pestilent to the honour of man and the vir* 
tue of woman. 

M«ay 2d, I8M. 
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CHAPTER XL 
Tht Frtnuh RevoliUunu 

Tn French Reyolution was the oflspring of inil- 
delity. The tyranny of Louis the Fourteenth, one 
of thoee monarchs whom Providence gives in its 
wrath to nations destined to fall, had expelled Pro- 
testantism by the revocation of the edict of Nantes, 
in 1683. The first pimishment of this act of con« 
sommate treachery was a general war, which broke 
down the military character of France, extinguished 
its alliances, devastated its provinces, and sent the 
gray hairs of the persecutor to the grave, loaded 
with useless remorse, with the scorn of his people, 
. and the universal disdain of Europe. 

But the sterner punishment was to come, in the 
degeneracy of the national religion. From the hour 
in which Protestantism was exiled, the Gallican 
church ran a race of precipitate corruption. It had 
lost the great check; and it cast away at once its 
remaining morals, and its literature. The Jansen- 
ists, a feeble reflection of Calvinism, were assailed 
by the Jesuits, the concentrated subtlety and fierce- 
ness of popery. But the struggle between the do- 
mineering and the weak always excites the sym- 
pathy of man; and the whole intelligent body of 
France were summoned by the contest to examine 
into the rights of both: they were found equally 
groundless. The arguments of the Jesuits were 
me dungeon and the sword. The arguments of 
the Jansenists were pretended miracles, the hy- 
steric follies of nuns, and the artificial enthusiasm 
of hirelings and impostors. Common sense turned 
torn both the controversialists with equal scorn. 
S 
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The Jesuits finally trampled down their adversa- 
ries ; hut they had scarcely time to feel their triumph 
when ruin fell upon themselves. Their ambition had 
prompted them to the lofty insolence of mastering 
the thrones of Europe. Conspiracy and assassina- 
tion were the means. Kings at length took the 
alarm ; and by a simultaneous resolution the Jesuits 
were overthrown, amid the general rejoicing of man- 
kind. 

But when the national eye was no longer distracted 
by the minor conflict of the sects, it was raised with 
new-bom astonishment to the enormous fabric of the 
^-Galilean church itself. All France suddenly rang 
with one uproar of scorn and abhorrence at the in- 
ordinate power, the shameless corruption, the c^i- 
temptjble fictions, and the repulsive mummeries of 
the establishment. Like the prophet, the people had 
been le'A within the curtains of the dark chambers, and 
seen the secret abominations of the shrine ; but iK)t 
with the righteous indignation of the prophet, but 
with the malignant joy of accusers who triumphed 
in their power of blackening all religion with the 
smoke oi its abuses, they proclaimed the discovery 
to the world. 

It is not to be forgotten, as an illustration of one 
of the greatest moral truths, that the French church 
found that guilt is weakness. It was utterly unequal 
to face the day of pehl. It still had, hung up in its 
halls, the whole consecrated armour in which it once 
defied the hostility of kings and people, the sword 
with which it had cloven down the diadeni,>and the 
shield with which it had blunted, for ages, every lance 
of the chivalry of freedom. But the nerve and mus- 
cle that might have borne them were long withered 
by indolence and vice. The ^' falchion of Scander- 
beg was there, but where was the arm of Scander- 
begl" The merciless warrior was now the "lean 
and slippered pantaloon;" while his assailant had 
started up from the serf into the strong-limbed savage. 
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wild with insolent revenge, and rayening for blood 
and plunder. 

It is among the most memorable facts of intel- 
lectual decline, that of the forty thousand clergy of 
France, not one man of conspicuous ability was 
roused by the imminent danger of his church. Like 
a flock of sheep, they relied on their numbers ; and 
the infidel drove them before him like a flock of 
sheep. While the battlements of their gigantic 
church were rocking in every blast, there was no 
sign of manly precaution, none of generous self-ex- 
posure for. the common cause, and scarcely any even 
of that wise suspicion which is the strength of the 
weak. They took it for granted that the church 
would last their time, and were comforted. 

Tlie pride of the day was distinction in literature ; 
but the whole ecclesiastical body of France saw the 
race run, without an effort for the prize. They sat 
wrapped in their old recollections, on the benches of 
the amphitheatre, and looked on, without alarm, 
while a new generation of mankind were trying 
their athletic limbs, and stimulating their young am- 
bition, in the arena where they had once been unri- 
valled. Rayiial, and the few clerics who distin- 
guished themselves by authorship, were avowed 
deists or atheists; and ostentatious of their com- 
plete, if not contemptuous, separation from the esta-> 
fojishment. 

The last light of ecclesiastical literature had glim- 
mered from the cells of Port Royal ; but, with the 
fall of the Jansenist-s, '* middle and utter darkness" 
oame. During half a century no work of public 
utility, none of popular estimation, none of genius, 
none which evinced loftiness of spirit, vigour of un- 
derstandlng^ or depth of knowledge had been pro- 
duced by a churchman. 

The consequence was mevitable and fatal. The 
old awe of the church's power was changed into con- 
tempt for its understanding. Ten thousand rents 
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were made in the fabric, still they let no light upon 
the voluntary slumberers within. The revolution- 
ary roar echoed through all its chambers, but it stirred 
no champion of the altar. The high ecclesias- 
tics relied upon their connexion with the court, their 
rank, and the formal homage of their officials; 
shields of gossamer against the pike and firebrand of 
the people. I'he in^rior priesthood, consigned to 
obscurity, shrank in their villages into cumberers of 
the earth, or were irritated into rebels. The feeble 
contracted themselves within the drowsy romid of 
their prescribed duties ; the daring brooded over the 
national discontents and their own, until they heard 
the trumpet sounding to every angry heart and form 
of ill in France, and came forth, a gloomy and despe- 
rate tribe, trampling their images and altars under 
foot, and waving the torch in the front of the grand 
insurrection. 

The partition of Poland, in 1773, had insulted the 
nublic honour and the Christian feeling of Europe. 
No act of ambition had ever sprung more directly 
from the spontaneous evil of the human heart. The 
destruction of an impotent throne, and the havoc of 
a helpless nation, were destitute of all the ordinary 
pretexts of state necessity. The country poor, the 
people half barbarian, the government already jww- 
erless for all objects of agression, Poland had long 
been incapable of giving rise to fear; but it excited 
the deadliest and most unrelenting passion of aU 
that make a serpent's nest of the hiunanheart-HM)vet- 
ousness. Prussia, Russia, and Austria entered into 
the foulest conspiracy against a nation on record, 
and tore Poland limb n-om limb. But while the blood 
of her unfortunate people was still red upon their 
hands, they were to be punished by the aggression 
of a power unheard of in the history of vengeance, 
the impetuous power of popular phrensi^ ; Franee, 
bursting from ner old dungeon, and wild, furious, 
and revengeful as ever was unchained madnessy^at 
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once inflicting agonies on herself, and destniction on 
all in her path, — was let loose agsunst them, a naked 
shape of evil, brandishing its fetters, and spreading 
terror and desolation through the world. 

Christianity was maligned for the guilt of the 
royal conspirators against Poland. But the three 
were open infidels; Frederic from his selfishness 
and perfidy, Catherine from her personal profligacy, 
and Joseph from his frigid metaphysics and perhaps 
(fisordered mind. But the charge came in the exact 
time to give the last sting to the growing hostility of 
the continent against sceptre and shrine. The short 
interval of quiet that followed the partition was only 
a preparative for that accumulation of calamity 
wluch France was to bring upon mankind ; a cataract 
of living fire, checked on its height for the moment, 
only to rush down with irresistible ruin. 

France first cleared herself of the encumbrances 
of her government and priesthood; tore to the 
earth palace and monastery, ch&teau and chapel; 
mowed down, with a desperate hand, her nobles and 
her clergy, and tossed their remnants to all the 
winds of heaven; and then sent out her fourteen 
armies to lay waste every surrounding state; the 
new Saracens of Europe, carrying their doctrine at 
the siVord's poinf, and demanding that all should be 
converts or captives, — republicanism the policy and 
the religion of mankind. 

It was in no presumptuous desire to guide the 
wrath of Heaven, that men looked for some terrible 
retribution on the conspirators against Poland ; nor 
was it without that awe, in which the religious mind 
listens while the thunders of eternal justice are roll- 
ing above the worlds that they saw a providential 
vengeance in the prostration of the three guilty 
kingdoms; in the fuj^tive monarchs, broken armies, 
and subjugated capitals of Prussia, Russia, and 
A.astria. But the work bore all the evidences that 
establish to the human undecetanding the agency of 
S 8 •; 
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a mightier will than of man,— the sudden peiplexity 
of counsel — ^the sudden disunion of interests^— tilie 
defeat without a cause — ^the loss of the race to the 
swift, and of the battle to the stroi^; while, on the 
side of France, all the elements of ruin seemed to 
assume a new nature, and coalesce into strength and 
victory. Rude ignorance did the work of know- 
ledge ; national bankruptcy, of wealth ; insubordina- 
tion, wild as the waves, was more vigorous than dis- 
ciphne ; and the general upbreaking of society, the 
sword at the throat, the scaffold in the streets, fa- 
mine and feud, unhoused beggary, and the hideous- 
ness of civil bloodshed, combined and shaped 
themselves into a colossal power, that had but 
to advance its foot against the strongest bulwaiks 
of the continent, and see them crumble into dust 
and ashes. 

The conduct of England in this great crisis was 
worthy of her virtue and her wisdom. For some 
years, a large mass of the people had seen nothing 
in the progress of the revolution but an advance to 
rational freedom. The fall of the Bastile was, un- 
(][uestionably, an achievement honourable to young 
hberty ; for, with a Bastile still frowning over him, 
no man could feel himself in the possession of those 
rights, without which the highest station of life is 
but a more conspicuous slavery. But when France 
plunged from legitimate victory into the guiltiest 
license,— when she mixed the cup of freedom with 
blood, and, not content with intoxicating herself 
with the draught, offered it to the lip of the base 
and sanguinary in all nations; then England dis- 
dained the aUiance, interposed her strength be- 
tween the fercKsity of the republic and human nature, 
and stood in the breach for the cause of God and 
man! < 

The declaratidn of war was one of those decided 
measures by ^ which the character of the English 
minister was^ stamped for boldness and sagacity* 
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He had not rashly solicited it; and now, when it« 
expediency was clear, he {Prepared for it with all the 
resources of his great mind. He long had more 
than sufficient grounds to justify the sternest retalia- 
tion on the republic; seizures of ships, confisca* 
tions of property, and those innumerable minor in- 
juries to the allies of England, which power in the 
hands of the mean loves to commit against the 
helpless. But the open effort to excite rebellion 
within the realm ; the affiliated societies, the corres- 
pondence with the crowd of demagogues, whose ob- 
scurity did not disgust the haughty embrace of re- 
publicanism, high as it held itseu above the kings 
of Europe ; and, more than aU, the pledge to revolu- 
tionize the world, were unanswerable justifications 
of hostility. 

At length, the unprovoked attack on Holland, an 
ally whom we were oound to protect, and whose fall 
would supply a fleet and a station for invading the 
British Isles, compelled the decision between a ha- 
zardous war>Hnd a dishonourable submission. The 
choice was noidnger doubtful ; war was proclaimed 
in the midst of national exultation. And the first 
blow that was struck transmuted the popular discon- 
tent into the generous S3rmapthy of Englishmen with 
the public cause. England piurified herself every 
moment more and more from the principles of re- 
puhlicanism, and she found the way of honour the 
way of safety. The grekt pirate that had hoisted 
the signal of rapine and slaughter against all na^ 
tions, shrank from an encounter yrith her stately 
force ; roved the globe for easier spoil ; and when, 
at last, in its vanity and arrogance, it came fairly 
into conffict with her, found itself crushed by her 
first broadside. 

In 1803, it was announced to the French army 
that England was to be invaded. An immense force 
was marched to the shores of the Channel, fleets 
were collected— -transports were built— and, to make 
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Victory secure in the eyes of the soldier, the tutelar 
genins of France, the son of Fortune, Napoleon the 
"innncible," was to take the command. In the 
preparations for military triumph, civil benevolence 
too was not forgotten. The forms of the republic 
still lived among the fond recollections of the French 
slave. Napoleon himself was but a Jacobin upon a 
tlurone ; and the consummate charm was given to 
the plan of invasion, by the promise of a republican 
constitution on the model of the days of Robespierre. 
England was to acquire new opulence from general 
confiscation, liberty from French free^quarters, and 
regeneration from universal chains. Of this re- 
public. Sir Francis Burdett had the btiilesque honour 
to be, in the judgment of Napoleon, " the fittest man 
in England" to fill the presidential chair! 

But nothing less than miracle will ever make a 
ftreigner, and of all foreigners a Frenchman, capable 
• of understanding the English character. Foreign 
life is essentially theatrical ; the streets are a tran- 
script of the stage. There must be, in all things, a 
false vividness, an abruptness, an artificial force ; or 
life and the business of life loses its interest in the 
national eye« The sober vigour and noiseless reso- 
lution of the Englishman would be looked upon as 
altogether loss by the foreign craving for perpetual 
excitement ; and Napoleon made but the common 
mistake of his subjects, in conceiving that men 
could not love their country without harangues, and 
civic processions, and triumphal arches, ^a the fop<- 
peries of heroes and patriots glittering in the paint 
and tinsel of the sta^e. 

But in England, if an insane passion for repub- 
licanism had ever existed, it had now been cooled 
by experience; or its chief exhibitors had been 
wisely and indignantly sent, by the national justice, 
where they could harm nothing but themselves. 
Rebellion had been stripped and shorn ; and could 
now show its head only to bring down the ridicule 
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of the empire. Even the race of the pkUosophert 
had dwindled away, from the hold clamourers against 
every wholesome mstitution of the coimtry, and every 
natural feeling of the human heart, into a meager 
muster of clubbista, the pauperism of literature, 
giving symptoms of existence only by some ob- 
scure proiduction, to which even the virulence of its 
principles could no longer attract the general eye. 
But while those men and their followers were 
ejected, like culprits driven to some barren shore to 
glean their subsistence from the defying soil and in- 
clement sky, and dream of future luxuiy and revenge 
in^the wilderness; the power and cultivation of the 
great empire that had cast them out were rising to 
their height. A succession of unexampled naval 
victories at once showed where the true defence of 
England lay, and ispread the national glory through 
the world. The British fleet solved the famous pro- 
blem of the ancient legislators, — ^ How to maxe a 
state a conqueror, without making the conqueror 
itself a slave.** In all the ancient and modem 
governments, the soldier had recoiled upon his 
country, and overwhelmed the citizen. But the na- 
tional and peculiar force of England precluded all 
hazard to national freedom, while it bore the most 
irresistible force against the enemy. Victory fol- 
lowed the career of the British fleet, upon her broad- . 
est wing. 

But the war had done more than show the intre- 
pidity of our fleets and armies ; it had efiected the 
still nobler A^rvice of totally separating the British 
niind from the pollutions of the continent : even the 
imitations of foreign manners had become obsolete ; 
the fantastic coxcombry that has been again intro- 
duced among us by the degenerate portion of our 
higher ranks, and those diplomatic loungers who 
wear out their languid and contemptible existence in 
awkward attempts to attain the ease of foreign pro- 
^i)&cyf was then to be suffered no longer : the con- 
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duit for the flow of French and Italian monntebankism 
into England was cut off. Those un-English speci- 
mens of travel, who had plagued and infested the na- 
tion for a century, who 



-** Had wandered Europe round, 



And gathered erery vice oo Cbristian gibond,— 
Se^n every court, heard every king declare 
His royal aenae of operaa, and the Ihir," 

were laughed out of society, — ^were consigned, like 
the tawdry suits of the past age, to the dust ai:2d 
moths, of which alone they were worthy ; the monde 
perru^uiere, as Voltaire named them, were brushed 
away before the foot of a manly generation, and 
England was herself again. 

But if Napoleon miscalculated the feelings of the 
British people, no man could have more rapidly fur- 
nished himself with the means of discovering his 
error. The taunt of invasion showed him of what 
materials the English mind was made; its grave love 
of country, its patient courage, its solemn and gene- 
rous conviction how much letter it is to die in arms 
than live a slave. The taunt was as the sound of a 
trumpet to the empire : the whole population offered 
itself as one man : all professions, all classes, men 
of all diversities of pohtical opinion, were prepared 
with the sacrifice of their lives. Five hundred thou- 
sand volunteers came forward in arms, ready to be 
followed by ten times the number, if a foreign foot 
had darc4 to insult the shore. And in this most 
magnificeht exhibition of the strength of freedom, 
there was nothing that could degrade the scene. In 
the popular consciousness of irresistible power, 
there was no alloy of popular violence ; no insubor- 
dination in a countless host, whose will must have 
been law ; no bitterness against rank, where the force 
was gathered from the humblest conditions of so- 
ciety; no attempt at national spoil; no political 
clamour, where the voice of the infinite multitude 
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might have instantly overwhelmed the voice of the 
constitution. The reason was, that the heart was 
sincere. The cause of their free country was at 
once the impulse, the guide, and the deliverance . 
they followed it, as the tribes followed the fiery pillar 
in the wilderness ; and giving themselves wholly to 
its high leading, they passed triumphantly through 
straits and dangers among which no other people 
could tread and live. 

The volunteer corps were chiefly headed by the 
gentlemen and nobles of highest consideration in 
Sieir neighbourhood. Amopg the crowd of public 
persons, Pitt was colonel of the Cinque Port volun- 
teers; and the Duke of Clarence commanded a 
corps near his seat, Bushy, to whom he made a 
Spartan speech : — " My friends, wherever our duty 
calls, I will go with you, fight with you, and never 
come back without you !" Tlie Prince of "Wales 
took a peculiar interest in this little band, and pre- 
sented It with a pair of colours, which he gave with 
a feeling and ammated compliment to their loyalty 
and discipline. 

But in this national crisis he justly felt that the 
peoj>le required something more than approval, from 
a prince in the prime of life, and who had the first 
interest in the defence of the throne. He had, long 
before this period, felt the offence of being thrown 
into the background, while all his relatives were in 
the front, and occupying high opportunities of public 
service. He now agam applied for some military 
rank which would enable him to stand prominently 
before the public eye, and show that he too had the 
heart of an Englislunan. 

BBt his request was not to be granted. It is diffi 
cult to conceive the poUtical grounds of this refusal. 
The popidar feeling demanded that the jnince should 
exhibit a portion of that manliness which was then 
glowing in the breast of every subject of the empire. 
Compliance would have given an additional grace to 
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royalty, in its day of trial; it woidd liave supply 
the pnnce with a motive for generous and patriotic^ 
exertions, which might have restored the old ties ben 
tweenhimandthehigher classes of the Englishmind ] 
and if actual public danger were to be encountered^ 
it must have assisted the general cause, by ability 
and ardour which awaited only the occasion to dif-i 
tinguish themselves. The prince, even in the Ivxxay 
of his life, had made himself master of the detai» 
of military science to an unusual decree. No colonel 
in the service kept his regiment in higher diseip^^ 
no officer could manoeuvre a regiment better; and it 
was acknowledged, among military men, that there! 
were few finer displays than that of a field-day of 
the corps, with the prince at their head. 

The remark of a distinguished general officer, who 
was on the ground on one of those occasions, was, 
** that no adjutant of ten years' standing could have 
done it better in every point." The prince was fond 
of military reading: he was acquainted with the chief 
authorities on the science ; and he had often declared, 
that if he had his choice among all the ways of 
serving his country, it would have been to serve her 
as a soldier. He even went further; and it was the 
opinion of those who were admitted to his confi- 
dence, that if the alternative lay between tiie suc- 
cession to the tlirone and a military command, he 
would then have gladly given up the crown for the 
sword. But even in tnis cherisned and natural de- 
sire, he was to have another instance of the mortifi- 
cations that were to pursue him through life. 

He first made his proposal, through Mr. Addington. 
in the following manly letter:^- 

"/wZyl8,1803. 

"Sm,— When it wais officially announced to the 

parliament that the avowed object of the enemy was 

a descent on these kingdoms, it became obvious that 

the circumstances of tne tiines required a vblmstafv 
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tender of am senriees* Animated by the same spirit 
whieh pervaded the nation at larg^e, conscious of the 
duties whieh I omed to his majesty and the country 
I seized the earUest opportunity to express my desire 
of undertaking the responsibihty of a military com- 
mand* I nei&er did nor do presume on supposed 
talentSy as entitling me to such an appointment ; my 
chief pretensions are founded on a sense of those 
advai^agas which my example might produce to the 
state, by exciting the loyal energies of the nation, 
and a knowledge of the expectations which the pub- 
lic have a right to form, as to the personal exertions 
of their princes at a moment like the present. The 
more elevBted my situation, in so much the efforts of 
zeal should become greater. I can never forget that 
I have solemn obligations imposed upon me by my 
birtht snd that I should ever show myself foremost in 
eonUibuting to tiie preservation of the country. No 
event of my life can compensate me for the misfortune 
of not participating in the honours and dangers which 
await tne brave men destined to oppose the invader.'' 

This letter remained unanswered. After a week, 
the prnce repeated his proposal, with an expression 
of surprise at the minister's neglect. Mr. Adding- 
tsn's answer was a brief note, that the prince was 
referred to his majesty's reflisal of similar applica- 
tions in former years ; and that his majesty's opinion 
being fb^d, no further mention could be made to him 
on the subject. 

The mmister had now discharged himself of the 
responsibility ; but his royal highness felt that he had 
apoblic interest in making a still higher appeal ; and 
he sobmitted his claims to the king, in the letter from 
vhich an extract is given: — 



*« I ask to be allowed to display the best energies 
of my character, to shed the last drop of my blood 
T 
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in support of yoar majesty's person, crowiH and dig- 
nity ; for this is not a war for empire, glory, or domi- 
nion, but for existence In this contest, the lormrest 
and humblest of your majesty's subjects have been 
called on; it would, therefore, little become me, 
who am the first, and who stand at the very footstool 
of the throne, to remain a tame, an idle, and a life- 
less spectator of the mischiefs which threaten us, 
unconscious of the dangers which smnocmd us, and 
indifferent to the consequences which may follow. 
Hanover is lost, England is menaced with invasion, 
Ireland is in rebellion, Europe is at the foot of France. 

" At such a moment, the Prince of Wales, yield- 
ing to none of your subjects in duty, — ^to none of 
your children in tenderness and a£fection, — ^presumes 
to approach you, and again to repeat those ofiers 
which he has already made through your mayesty's 
ministers. A feeling of honest ambition, a sense 
of what I owe to myself and my family, and, above 
all, the fear of siidcing in the estimation of that gallant 
army which may be the support of your majesty^s 
crown and my best hope hereafter, command me to 
persevere, and to assure yotu* majesty, with all hu- 
mility and respect, that, conscious of the justice of 
my claim, no human power can ever induce me to 
relinquish it. Allow me to say, sir, that I am bonnd 
to adopt this line of conduct by every motive dear to 
me as a man, and sacred to me as a prince. Ought 
I not to come forward in a moment of unexampled 
difficulty and danger ? Ought I not to share in the 
glory of victory, when I have every tiring to lose by 
defeat? The highest places in your majesty's ^ser- 
vice are filled by the younger branches of the royal 
family ; to me alone no place is assigned ; I am not 
thought worthy to be even the junior major-general 
of your army. 

*' If I could submit in silence to such indignities 
I should, indeed, d€pMve<wch treatment, and r^rcnre, 
to the satisfactioi) pf ycrar idaemies, and my i)wn 
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that I am entirely incapable of those exertions which 
my birth and tlie circumstances of the times pecu- 
liarly call for. Standing so near the throne, when I 
am d^Msed, the cause of royalty is wounded. I 
camM>t sink in public opinion, without the participation 
of your majefiiy in my degradation; therefore, every 
motive of i»ivate feeling and pubUc duty induces 
me to implore your majesty to review your decision, 
and to place me in that situation which my birth, the 
duties of my station, the example of my predeces- 
sors, and the expectations of the people of England, 
entitle me to claim.^ 

Public attention had been strongly fixed on the 
prinee during the progress of this transaction ; and 
from the innumerable rumours which were propa- 
gated by his friends and enemies, it became of im- 
portance to him, that he should be enabled to bring 
his whole conduct on the occasion before the empire. 
The Idi^, at least, gave him no cause to complain 
of delay. Nothing could be more prompt, nor more 
peremptory, than his mitjesty's answer: — 

** Mt dear Son,— Though I ai^laud your zeal and 
spirit, in which I trust no one can suppose any of 
my family wanting, yet, considering the repeated 
declarations I have made of my determination on 
your former applications to the same puxpose, I had 
flattered myself to have heard no further on tlie 
subject. Should the implacable enemy succeed so 
far as to land, you will have an opportunity of show- 
ing your zeal at the head of your regiment. It will 
be the duty of every man to stand forward on such 
an occasion ; and I shall certainly think it mine to 
set an example, in defence of every thing that is 
dear to me and my people. 

^ I ever remain, my dear son, 

' ^ Your most affectionate father, 

" GEORGE R." 
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Application was thenceforth at an end; but the 
prince addressed a strong vindication of his motiyes 
to his majesty; and after some correspondence with 
the Duke of York, whom he had hastily conceiyed to 
be the king's adviser on the occasion, and a remon- 
strance on his being omitted in a list of military pro- 
motions towards the close of the year, he at length 
submitted to a necessity which peihaps n& subject 
in the empire could have felt with more fsm. A final 
note to the minister put this offended reeling in the 
strongest light. The reports of invasion had been 
loudly renewed, at a time when the prince was 
known to be preparing to spend the winter at Brigh- 
ton, a point which must have been considerably ex- 
posed, in the event of an enemy's force being off the 
coast. Mr. Addmgton* wrote a few lines to beg that 
the joiuTiey might be delayed. The answer was spi- 
rited, soldierlike, and indignant. 

" Sib, — By your grounding your letter to me on 
intelligence which has just reached you, I appre- 
hend you sdlude to infom^ation leading you to expect 
some attempt on the part of the enemy. My wish 
to accommodate myself to any liiing whidi you re- 
present as material to the public service, would of 
course make me desirous to comply with your re- 
quest : — 

'* But if there be reason to imagine that invasion 
will take place directly, I am bound hythe king*$ 
precise order, and by that honest zeal which is not 
cdlowed any Jitter sphere for its action, to hasten in* 
etantly to my reeiment. If I learn that my construc- 
tion of the word intelligence is right, I shall deem it 
necessary to repair instantly to Brighton." 

In England there can be but few state secrets, and 
this correspondence soon made its way to Uie jour- 
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iHds. The debate, on moving: for a committee on 
tbe defence of the country, introduced the prince's 
name ; when Tjnrrwfaitt, one of his household, de- 
fended him from the possible charge of reluctance, 
by stating the nature of his applications to the 
throne. The debate, though with closed doors, was 
immediately made public ; and the correspondence 
thuar announced appeared in a few days. 

No sufficient light has been hitherto thrown on this 
inveterate rejection of his royal highness's services. 
The personal safety of the neir-apparent could not 
have been the object ; for, at the head of Iris regi- 
ment, he would probably have only taken a more 
exposed share in the struggle. Constitutional max- 
ims could scarcely have interfered ; for the prince 
neither desired to obtain an extensive command, 
nor, if he had, was the authority of the Duke of 
York to be superseded, but by the expiess determi- 
nation of the king. But no parliamentaiy torture 
coidd force the secret from the minister. The only 
reply which he made to Fox's angry demands, and 
to the strong expressions of curiosity on the part of 
the legislature, was the old ministerial formula of de- 
fiance: ^Nothing less than the united authority of 
tiie house, and the direct commands of the kinj^, 
should oompel him to say -another word upon the 
subject." The true cause was probably the king's 
personal displeasure, originating in his royal high- 
ness's conduct to the princess. The unhappy con- 
nei^on with Mrs. Fits^erbert had continued ; and 
was, as it had begun, a perpetual source of embar- 
rassment to the prince, of regret to the empire, and 
of offence to the king. While this contumely to 
English feeling was daily offered, there could be no 
. complete reconciliation between a father who felt 
himself not more the guardian of the public rights 
than of the public morality, and a son who exhi- 
bited himself in the most conspicuous point of view 
as an offendi^r against the great bond of society,—^ 
TS 
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9 to which, above all the institQtIond of hn- 
sdom, a hallowed sanction has been giv^en; 
Dse disregard has been universaUy the fore- 
of natioiud decay, as its purity and honour 
en the unfailing pledges of naticHial wtue, 
ity, and freedom. 



CHAPTER XH. 

Parliammt. 

age of parliamentary greatness was going 
Burke, Pitt, and Fox succtesively disap- 
and men looked no longer to parliament 
old noble displays of the highest ability, ex- 
the highest cause. All t^ fonns of pane- 
ive been so long layished on the memory of 
Lustrious statesmen, that praise would be now 
ipotent andunneeessary. Their rank is fixed 
change. It is the inseparable characteristic 
ame of those who are made for immortal re- 
ince, that lime, which decays and darkens 
Lcated renown, has no power oyer the true ; 
!r, that it purifies and brightens the natural 
ir and lustre of the master mind. The tu- 
e hot and misty confusion of actual life, often 
^he great luminary ; and it is only when years 
s leisure to look upward, when another face 
«rorld is offered to the heavens, and the orb 
srged from the vapours of our day, that we 
it in its glory. 

ime, like death, does even more than exalt 
rify. By breaking the direct link between 
I of gemus and his country, it gives him an 
us communion with all countries. The 
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poet, the orator, and the hero are no longer the 
dwellers of a fragment of the globe ; thej belong to 
the human race in all its boundaries ; the coreiing of ' 
this world's clay thrown off, their renown and their 
powers are, like their own nature, spiritualized ; they 
nave i^assed out of, and above, the world ; and from 
their immortal height they bear healing and splen- 
dour on their wings, for all lands and all generations. 

Burke died in liis 68th year,* with the calmness 
that belonged to a life in which he had never done 
intentional evil to a human being, and had done all 
the good that the finest qualities of head and heart 
could do to his country. His decline had been gra- 
dual, and he was fully aware that his hour was at 
hand. He had desired a paper of Addison's to be 
read to him ; talked for some time on the perilous 
aspect of public affairs; and then gave directions 
for Ms funeral. Finding himself suddenly grow 
feebie, he expressed a wi»i to be carried to his bed; 
and as the attendants were conveying him to it, 
savk down in their arms, and expired without a 
groan. 

Pitt died in his 47th year,t First Lord of the Trea- 
smy, and Chancellor of the Exchequer. An illness 
which had confined him for some period, four years 
before, had left him in a state of comparative de- 
bility. The infinite labour of office, on liis return to 
power, still more enfeebled a frame not naturally 
strong; and the total overthrow of the Austrian ar- 
mies at Ulm and Austerlitz, threatening the disrup- 
tion of those alliances which it had been his pride 
to form, and on whose firmness depended the safety 
of Europe, probably increased the depression of dis- 
ease. His nervous system was at length so com- 
pletely deranged, that for some weeks he was unable 
to sleep. His hereditary gout returned ; and afte* 
•truggling with water on the chest, he expired. By 

• July M, 1797 T At Putney, Jen. M, 130«, 
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a vote of the house of oommons, his ftmeral vr^s 
at the puUic expense ; and a monument was erected 
to him in Westminster Ahbey. 

Fox died in his 58th year.* He had reached the 
prize for which he had been labouring through life ; 
and was, at la^t, prime minister.f But it came only 
to escape from his hand. The fatigues of office 
were too incessant for a frame unused to labour. 
He appears to have had some presentiment of this 
speedy termination of his existence. On hearing 
of his great rival's death; "Pitt," said he, "has 

gone in January, perhaps I may go in June.** It 
appened, by a curious coincidence, that his disorder, 
a dropsy, exhibited its first dangerous s3mciptoms in 
June. In the middle of that month he was forced 
to discontinue his attendance in parliament. About 
the middle of the following month he became un- 
able to consult with his coUeagues. And, after the 
usual efforts of the physicians to relieve him, at the 
end of August he fell mto a state of languor, which 
continued until he died. 

It is remarkable, that the happiest period of Pox's 
life was that which, on ordinaiy principles, might be ; 
expected to prove the most painful-^is retirement i 
from the house of commons. If ever man \iras i 
bom for the boldest struggles of popular hfe, it vtrza I 
he. For almost half a century of the most brUliant, 
yet the most difficult, time of England, he was fore- 
most in the popular gaze. His element was the 
legislature. Yet we see him quietly turn from the 
house without a remonstrance, and perhaps without 
a sigh ; begin a new career, and with books, his gar- 
den, and the occasional society of a few personal 
friends, forget ambition. This is an evidence of 
more than intellectual vigour. Of all the qualities 

* AT C3hi»wick. Sept. 13, 1806. w_ 

t Lord GrenvUle, as First Lord of tnliTreasury, had the BominA 
rank; but Fox, though only Secretary for Foreifa AfihirSy h»d Ui» 
Nalone. 
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of pvbUc men, the rarest is magnanimity The his* 
tones of fallen statesmeji are generally only histo* 
ries of the miserable decrepiti;SLe of human nature, 
vanity wounded to the core, and trying to salve itself 
by mean regrets, or meaner accusations, or, meanest 
of all, by licking the dust of the trampler's feet, and 
^g content to creep up into influence again— to 
reach by reptilism a reptile's power. 

On the Continent, an overthrown statesman is 
9^erally like an ov^hrown dtild; he weeps, he 
^ars his hair, he exclaims against every thing round 
^% he is undone ! When Neekar was dismissed 
by Loms the Sixteenth, no language could equal his 
^spair. He was still the most popular man in 
^ance, and one of the most opulent. But the loss 
of hifi porU-femlU; the departed vision of bowing 
^Ws; the solitude of his hotel, no longer a levee 
of the courtiers, whom he professed to despise, 
jnd whom tio man had gone further to ruin; 
Dioke down the financial sovereign of France into a 
discharged menial; and his delicious villa on the 
^rea of the Lake of Geneva, surrounded by every 
t^bann of earth and sky, a magnificence of nature 
^bat seems given to inspire grandeur into the human 
^d, was a dungeon to the cashiered minister. 

Neekar*s is but one instance of the thousand, 
^ven among the more composed manners of English 
f^ the loss of public occupation has been often 
'ollowed by the loss of mental dignity; and its 
general result has been either a worthless lassitude, 
Of an eager and dishonourable compromise of prini> 
^iple. But Fox gave up the leadership of oj^sition, 
^ rank fuUy equal to the ministerial, in the popular 
^ptimate; and seems to have settled down to the 
^mplest occupations of a country life, and planted 
jis flowers, and pruned his trees, and made his play- 
M verses, and carried his musket as a private in the 
phertsey volunteers, with as much composure as if 
be had never tasted the delightful draught of fiune, 
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nor soared among the fiery temptations of popular 

supremacy. 

On the failure of Lord Grey's hopeless motion for 
reform, in 1797, Fox expressed his determiaation of 
withdrawing from parliament. This measure may 
have been in some degree a dereliction of public 
duty; but it was probably adopted with the idea of 
forcing the nation to take som^ decided step against 
the mmistry. It failed; for he had miscalculated 
the public attachment to Pitt; and he thenceforth re- 
mained tranquilly in his solitude; realizing at St. 
Ann's Hill, a small demesne near London, the life 
which Horace has so felicitously sketched for him- 
self, and which, since his day, has been the dream of 
so many accomplished and weary minds ; the leisure, 
the choice literature, and the " pleasing oblivion" of 
the cares of life. Here he renewed his knowledge 
of the classics, conquered Italian, and began Spanish. 
But the peace of Amiens opened France once more ; 
and Fox, making a pretext to himself of collecting 
authorities on the History of the Stuarts, but, more 
probably, with the common desire to see the changes 
wrought by the revolution, went to Paris. 

He was received with extraordinary civilities by 
all ranks; but the chief feature of 'his visit, and the 
only one that can interest us now, was his intercourse 
with the " First Consid.*' It is difficult to know 
whether Napoleon formed a just conception of Fox ; 
but it is evident that Fox formed, at least in the be- 
ginning, a curiously untrue one of Napoleon. Imme- 
diately on his appearance in the crowd at the Tuile- 
ries, the first consul singled him out, and held a 
marked conversation with him. ** There are in the 
world," said this disposer of the fates of empires, 
*' but two nations, the one inhabiting the east, and 
the other the west. The English, French, Germans, 
Italians, &c. &c., under the same civil code, having 
the same manners, the same habits, and almost the 
mme religion, are all members of the same family. 
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The men who would wish to light up again the flame 
of war among them wish for civil war." He con- 
cluded hy a compliment to him, as the distinguished 
friend of peace. 

Fox dined with him on the same day; and the 
conversation turned on the trial by jury, of which 
Napoleon could not bring himself to approve, — ** it 
was so Gothic, cumbrous, and might be so inconvenient 
to a government." Fox, with honest John Bullism, 
told him, that ** the inconvenience was the very thing 
for which he hked it." 

But, startUng as those military opinions of justice 
between man and man might be. Napoleon succeeded 
in impressing a very high idea even of his heart ; and 
if we are to rely upon reported conversations at the 
time, Fox declared that—" the first consul of France 
was as magnificent in his meoM as in his ends ; that 
he possessed a most decided character, and that his 
views were not directed against Great Britain, but 
against the Continent ; that his commercial enmity 
was but a temporary measure, and was never in- 
tended to be acted upon as a pemument policy; and 
that he had a proud candour! which, in the confi- 
dence of success in whatever he resolved, scorned to 
conceal its intentions.^* "I never saw," said he, "*o 
little indirectness in any statesman as in the first con- 
sul. He makes no secret of his designs." 

The sparkling sentences and oracidar maxims of 
Napoleon, the novelty of the bulletin-style, had evi- 
dently imposed on his good-natured guest ; and such, 
by universal acknowledgment, was his brilliancy and 
force in conversation, that the only hope of detecting 
the artifice was in removing to a distance from the 
deceiver. But Fox enjoyed an early and a com- 
plete opportunity of rectifying his opinions on this 
most subtle of men. He had scarcely entered the 
whiff cabinet, when he found himself entangled in a 
mock negotiation ; saw the negotiation dexterously 
protracted until all things were ripe for tlie ruin of 
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Prasl^ia ; and then saw Napoleon and Taneyrandfl^ 
together from Paris to the ruin,leavinghi« bewildered 
ambassador to be laughed at by Europe.* 

Fox^s death closed the era of parliamentary elo« 
quence. There have been able and smimated shakers 
smce ; but there are few examples of that lofty and 
original mastery of the understanding and the pas- 
sions, which characterized the public speaking of that 
^stinguished time : while to the speeches of Fox, 
Pitt, Burke, and Sheridan, we still go for the study 
of the art, for the highest principles of eloquence 
illustrated by the highest examples. Of the compa- 
rative powers of those remarkable men, the general 
impression among their contemporaries was, — that 
Fox stood in the foremost ^rank, as a debater. His 
capacity, his manner, and his language were parlia- 
mentary, in an exclusive and unequalled degree. 
Pitt and Burke must have been eminent in any as- 
sembly of any age or nation, where the human intel- 
lect was to be kindled and charmed by power of 
thought and language. A Greek or a Roman audi- 
ence would have listened to either with admiration, 
and owned the influence of their flow and grandeur ; 
but Fox was made for England, and peculiarly for the 
parliament of England. 

Innumerable panegyrics on his public abilities ap- 
peared immediately after his death. But by far the 
closest and most critical was given by Lord Erskine, 
at a distance of time which precluded the immediate 
influence of partiality, and which allowed full leisure 
to compare the illustrious dead with all of surviving 
excellence. The whole passage itself deserves to 



• One of the plajjaes of popularity was felt by Fox In the applications 
of the French artists to take his likeness. Medalists, scnlptors, and 
painters haunted him perpetually, with all the odd vehemenoe of the 
national character. One sculptor had persecuted him to sit for a statue 
Fox at last inquired whether the sitting would put him to any Inconve^ 
ni«nce. ** N<m« whaterer," said the Frerichman ; " yoa mast only tak« 
off your shirt and sit luAed, till you %re modelled !" 
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1)6 treasmed, m an honour egoally to Fox axi4 
Erskine. ^ 

** This extraordinaiy person, generally, in rising to 
speak, had evidently no more premeditated the par* 
ticular language he should employ, nor, frequently, 
the illustrations and images hy wmch be should dis^ 
cuss and enforce his subject, than be had contfm* 
plated the hour he was to die. And his exalted merit 
as a debater in parliament did not, therefore, consist 
in the length, variety, or roundness of his periods* 
but in the truth and vigour of his conceptions ; in thd 
depth and extent of his information ; in the retentive 
powers of his memory, which enabled him to keep 
in constant view, not only all that he had formerly 
read and reflected on, but every thing said at U)e 
moment, and even at other times, by tl^ various per- 
sons whose arguments he was to answer; in the 
faculty of spreading out his matter so clearly to the 
grasp of his own mind, as to render it impossible he 
should ever fail in the utmost clearness and distinct- 
ness to others; in the exuberant fertiUtyof his ima- 
gination, which spontaneously brought forth his 
ideas at the moment, in every possible shape in 
which the understanding might sit in judgment on 
them ; while, instead of seeking afterward to enforce 
them by cold premeditated illusti-ations or by epi- 
sodes, which, however beautiful, only distract al^n- 
tbn, he was accustomed to repass his subject^ not 
tieihodicaUy, but in the most unforeseen and fasci- 
nating review, enlightening every part of it; and 
binding even his adversaries in a kind of spell of 

kAiivoluntary assent for the time. 

" • • • • • 



. 



" This will be found more particularly to apply to 
f his speeches upon sudden and unforeseen occasions, 
-when certainly nothing could be more interesting 
and extraordinary than to witness, as I have often 
done, the mighty and unprepared efforts of his mind, 
when he had to" encounter the argumente of some 
U 
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profound reaisoner, who had deeply coneddered his 
subjec^nand arranged it with all possible art, to pre- 
Berve its parts unbroken. To hear him begin on 
such occasions, without method, without any kind 
of tficertion, without the smallest impulse from the 
deare of distinction or triumph, and animated only 
by the honest sense of duty ; an audience who knew 
him not, would have expected little success from the 
conflict; as little as a traveller in the East, while 
trembling at a buffalo in the wild vigour of its well- 

Srotected strength, would have looked to its imme- 
iate destruction, when he saw the boa moving 
slowly and inertly towards him on the grass. But 
Fox, unlike the serpent in every thing but his 
strength, always taking his station in some fixed, 
invulnerable principles, soon surrounded and entan- 
gled his adversary, diqointing every member of his 
discourse, and strangling him in the irresistible folds 
of truth. 

** This intellectual superiority, by which my illus- 
trious friend was so eminently distinguished, might 
nevertheless have existed in all its strength, without 
raising him to the exalted station beheld as a public 
speaker. The powers of the understanding are not 
of themselves sufficient for this high purpose. In- 1 
tellect alone, however exalted, without strong' jM- \ 
^ %ng% without even irritable sensibility, would be o«ly / 
< like an immense magazine of gunpowder, if the'ei 
•^iv^ere no such element as fire in the natural wt>rli. | 
Mi is the heart which is the spring and fountain of ek- ' 
quence.-^ii cold-blooded learned man might, fo ^ 
any thing I know, compose in his closet an eloqnenid 
book ; but in public discourse, arising out of suddeni 
occasions, he could, by no possibility, be eloquent, j 

" It has been said, that he was frequently careless 
of the language in which he expressed himself; but 
I can neither agree to the justice, nor even compre- 
hend the meaning of that criticism. He could not be 
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tneorred from carelessness; because, having lived 
from Ms youth in the great world, and having been 
familiarly conversant with the classics of all nations, 
his most unprepared speaking (or, if critics will have 
it so, his roost negligent) must have been at least 
grammatical^ which it not only uniformly was, but 
distinguished by its taste ; more than that could not 
have belonged to it, without the very care which his 
habits and his talents equally rejected. 

" He undoubtedly attached as little to the musical 
intonation of his speeches as to the language in 
which they were expressed. His emphases were the 
mistudied effusions of nature ; the vents of a mind 
burning intensely with the generous flame of public 
spirit and benevolence, beyond aU control or manage- 
ment when impassioned, and above the rules to which 
inferior things are properly subjected: his sentences 
often rapidly succeeded, and almost mixed them- 
selves virith one another; as the lava rises in bursts 
from the mouth of a volcano, when the resistless 
energies of the subterranean world ar^ at their 
height." 

Fox's poUtics may now be obsolete ; his parlia^ 
mentary triumphs ma^ be air; his eloquence may be 
rivalled, or shorn of its beams by time ; but one 
somrce of glory cannot be extinguished,— -the aboli- 
tion of the slave-trade ! This victory no man can 
take from him. Whatever variety of opinion may 
be formed on his public principles, whatever con- 
denmation may be found for his personal career, 
whatever doubts of his great faculties ;— on this one 
subject all voices will be raised in his honour ; and 
the hand of every man of English feelmg will add a 
stone to the monument that perpetuates his name. 
On the 10th of June, 1806, Fox brought forward his 
motion, in a speech brief but decided. ** So fully,** 
said he, " am I impressed with the vast importance 
and necessity of attaining what will be the object 
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of tAy motion to-nig^ht, that if, during the forty 
years that I have had the honour of a seat in parlia* 
ment, I shoidd have been so fortunate as to accom- 
plish that, and that only, I should thin^ I had done 
enough, and should retfre from public life with com- 
fort, and the conscious satisfaction that I had done 
mf duty." 

His speech concluded with the immortal resolu- 
tion. That -rms House, ooNOEnmco the African Slate- 

TIIADE To BE CONTItAItr TO THE PBINCU>LES OF JUSTICE, 
BtJMANfT7, AND SOUMD FOLIXTF, WILL, WITH ALL PRACTICA- 
BLE EXl>EmTI<»r, PROCEED TO TAICE EFFECTUiLL MEASURES 
FOR ABOLlaHIltd THE SlAYE-TRADE, IN SUCH MANNER AND 
AT SUCH PERIOD AS MAY BE DEEMED ADVISABLE.^' 

On the division one hundred and fourteen voted 
for the measure, against it only fifteen! This -was 
the last effort made by Fox. In a few days after, 
he was taken ill of his mortal disease. No orator, 
no philosopher, no patriot could have wished for a 
nobler close to his labours. 

It must seem extraordinary that Pitt should have 
left this great duty to be done by another. Some of 
his ablest speeches had been in condemnation of the 
slave-trade. He had pronounced it a national dis- 
grace and calamity. And what man, not turned into 
a wild beast by avarice,-^hat passion alternately the 
meanest and the most daring, the basest and the 
bloodiest, — that passion which, of all, assimilates 
and combines the most tiioroughly with the evil of 
penrerted human nature,— but must have looked 
upon that trade with horror? "This," exclaimed 
Burke, " is not a traMc in the labour of msm, bat in 
the man himself." It was ascertained that from 
seventy to eighty thousand slaves had been carried 
from Africa to the West Indies in a single year ; and 
with what misery beyond all calculation! What 
agonies of heart, at the utter and eternal parting 
from friends^ kindred, and home ! What indescriba- 
Ide torture in the slave-ships, where they burned 
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under the tropical day packed in dens, without room 
to move, to stand, or even to lie down,--chained, 
scourged, famished, withering with fever and thirst: 
human layers festering on each other ; the dead, the 
^yin^9 the frantic, and the tortured compressed to- 
gether like bales of merchandise ; hundreds seizing 
the first moment of seeing the light and aii, to fiing 
themselves overboard ; humhreds dying of grief, 
thousands dying of pestilence ; and the rest, even 
more wretched, surviving only for a hopeless capti- 
vity in a strange land, to labour for life under the 
whips of overseers, savages immeasurably more 
brutal and debased than their unfortunate victims ! 

With what eyes must Providence have looked 
down upon this tremendous accumulation of guilt, 
this hideous abuse of the power of European know- 
ledge and wealth over the miserable African; and 
with what solemn justice may it not have answered 
the cry of the blood out of the ground ! The ven- 
geance of Heaven on individuals is wisely, in most 
instances, put beyond human discovery. But for 
nations there is no judgment to come, no great after- 
reckoning to make all straight, and vindicate the 
ways of God to man. They must be punished here ; 
and it might be neither difficult nor unproductive of 
the best lmowledge,-rthe Christian's faith in the ever- 
waking and resistless control of Providence, — to 
trace the punishment of this enormous crime in Eu- 
rope. The slave-trade perhaps lost America to Eng- 
land, and the crime was thus punished at its height, 
and vjrithin view of the spot where it was committed. 
But our crime was done in ignorance ; the people 
of this kingdom had known little of its nature ; and 
they required only to know it, to wash their hands 
of the stain. It may have been for this reason, that, 
of all unsuccessful vtrars, the American was the least 
marked with national loss; and that, of all ab- 
scissions of empire, the independence of the United 
States was the most rapidly converted into national 
*U3 
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advantage. But it is upon the kingdoms which, in 
the face of perfect knowledge, in scorn of remon- 
Btrances that might wake the stones to feel, in 
treacherous evasion of treaties, in defiance of even 
the base bargains in which they exacted the money 
of this country to buy off the blood of the African, 
have still carried on the trade, that undisguised and 
unmitigated vengeance may have fallen, and be still 
falling. 

The three great slave-traders whom it has been 
found impossible to persuade or to restrain are, 
France, Spain, and Portugal. And in what circum- 
stances are the colonies for whose peculiar support 
this dreadful traffic was carried on I France has to- 
tally lost St. Domingo, the finest colony in the world, 
and her colonial trade is now a cipher. Spain has 
lost all; Portugal has lost all. Mexico, South 
America, and the Brazils are severed from their old 
masters for ever. And what have been the especial 
calamities of the sovereigns of those countries? 
They have been, all three, expatriated, and the only 
three. Other sovereigns have suffered temporwy 
evil under the chances of war ; but France, Spain, 
and Portugal have exhibited the peculiar shame of 
three d3n[iasties at once in exile : — the Portugues6 
flying across the sea, to escape from an enemy in its 
capital, and hide its head in a barbarian land; — ^the 
Spanish dethroned, and sent to display its spectacle 
of mendicant and decrepit royalty through Europe; 
—and the French doubly undone ! 

The first effort of Louis XVIII. on his restoration, 
was to re-establish the slave-trade. Before twelve 
months were past, he was flying for his life to the 
protection of strangers ! On the second restoration 
the trade was again revived. All representations of 
its horrors, aggravated as they are now by the law- 
less rapacity of the foreign traders, were received 
with mock acquiescence, and real scorn. And 
where aie the Bourbons now t 
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And what is the peace, or the prosperity, of the 
countries that have thus dipped their giiilty gains in 
human miseries? They are three vast centres of 
feud and revolutionary terror; — ^Portugal, with an 
unowned monarch, reigning by the bayonet and 
the scaffold, with half her leading men in dungeons^ 
with her territory itself a dungeon ; and fierce reta- 
liation and phrensied enthusiasm hovering on her fron* 
tiers, and ready to plunge into the bosom of the land. 
— Spain, torn by faction, and at this hour watching 
every band that gathers on her hills, as the signs of 
a tempest that may sweep the land from the Pyre- 
nees to the ocean.— And France, in the first heavmgs 
of a mighty change, that man can no more define 
than he can set limits to the heaving of an earth- 
quake, or the swell and fury of a deluge. Other 
great objects and causes may have their share in 
those things. But the facts are before mankind. 

The probable groimd of Pitt's reluctance to crush 
the slave-trade at the instant, was his fear of dis- 
turbing the financial system, in the midst of a period 
which made all minds tremble at the name of experi- 
ment. While the whole fabric of empire was tot- 
tering, there might be rashness even in the attempt 
to repair the building ; and it required higher feel- 
ings than are to be learned in the subterranean of 
politics, — the magnanimity of religious faith, — ^to do 
good without fear, and leave the rest to the great 
Disposer. The war had been altogether a war of 
finance. Pitt was, pre-eminently, a financier ; and, 
like all men with one object perpetually before them, 
he involuntarily suffered the consideration of rents 
and revenues to distend on his sight, until it shut out 
every other. The abolition was a novelty; and he 
had seen a more auspicious novelty, a free consti- 
tution, overthrow the whole establishment of the 
most powerful kingdom of Europe. England was at 
that hour covered with the wreck of France ; prince, 
priest, and noble-flying from the brilliant evil. 
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The nature of its advocates, too, justified some 
jealousy ; for among the virtuous and patriotic, there 
were to be found individuals scarcely less than 
avowed rebels to the constitution. -^ Wone are more 
tolerant than they who scoff at all creeds alike jlhone 
more humane than they who have nothing to give; none 
more rigorous in demanding public sacrifices, than 
they who feel themselves exempt from all sacrifice. 
In 1792, the commencement of Mr: Wilberforce's 
efforts against the slave-trade, England was overrun 
with those cheap sages and heroes. The whole land 
was thick with a crop of spurious tolerance, genero- 
sity, and virtue. The slave-trade came forth a new 
topic, started in the fortunate hour, to cheer the sink- 
ing energies of popidar outcry. It was the live coal 
on the lips of the seer, already weary of denounc- 
ing unperformed wrath against the throne. It sup- 
plied the whole bustling tribe of the Platos and Pho- 
cions of the streets with illustration, and it supplied 
them with it safe. The horrors of the trade threw 
an allegorical veil over the picture, while the artist 
was insolently limning the guilt and punishment of 
supposed royal and aristocratic offences at home ; the 
King of Dahomy prefigured a monarch, whom it was 
yet hazardous to denounce by name; the smiting of 
West Indian planters by the popular hand led the 
mind's eye to loftier execution on more hated pos- 
sessors of wealth and power ; and the havoc of ne- 
gro insurrection lent its deepest colourings to that 
promised tornado of vengeance, which, " in an hour 
that we knew not of," was to sweep froim the earth 
the nobility, church, and crown of the British em- 
pire. 

Yet, it is to be lamented that, for the completion 
of a fame almost at the full, Pitt did not give more 
than his voice against the slave-trade ; that he had 
not nobly dared ; that by this solitary instance of he- 
sitation m a cause worthy of himself, the illustrious 
act which shed glory on the close even of Fox's 



d by Google 



1807.] THE WHIG CABINET. 237 

Straggling career was not pennitted to scatter the 
dariuiess and sorrow which hung round his honoured 
death-bed, and finish in kindred sjdendour the long 
triomphs of the fiiait statesman of the world* 



CHAPTER Xni. 

The Whig Cabind. 

Thb whig administration of 1807 totally failed, 
and deserved to fail. Its first announcement had 
struck the nation with surprise and scorn. Lord 
Grenrille in alliance with Fox ! was a coalition which 
ncme could comprehend, but on the principle of that 
all-swallowing avidity for place which degrades 
alike the personal and public character of the states- 
man. Lord Grenville, the direct agent of Pitt for so 
many years, the ofilcial opponent of democracy in jdl 
its snapes, the professional speaker against reform, 
the secaretary who had dismissed M. Chauvelin and 
his republican peace with justified contempt, and who, 
with equal contempt, had denied the competence and 
win of the successive tyrants of France to mako 
peace ; was it possible that this man should now ex- 
flibit himself in close connexion with the antagonist 
of Pitt on every point of government, with the 
avowed refonner, the .perpetual assertor of the sin- 
cerity of France, Fox, the orator of the populace, the 
champion of Jacobin peace, and the public admirer 
and panegyrist of Napoleon ! The very name of a 
coaliton jarred on the public ear. It was the open- 
ing of a sluice that let out a whole torrent of scorn. 

The national mind of England has never }^et made 
a wrong ju^ment. A whole people, furnished as 
England is with the means of knowledge, and the 
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invaluable freedom of expressing its thougiits, that 
true salt of the constitution, cannot err. It is pre- 
served from error by something like those great con- 
trivances of Nature which make the salubrit]^ of the 
ocean and the atmosphere ; the innumerable currents 
and diversities of public opinion, but preserve its ac- 
tivity, while they impel and guide each other into the 
generiad course of national safety and wisdom. 

Fox's coalition with North was the original sin of 
his life. He never recovered from that first and fatal 
Impression. Yet, there, little was to be compromised 
but the personal hostility. Here the hostility was 
upon all the principles of state ; and no ingenuity of 
gloss, no declared perseverance in principle, and no 
ostentatious zeal for the good of the country could 
prevent the nation from looking on Lord Grenville 
as a fallen man; feebly attempting to cover with the 
remnant of his reputation the nakedness of whig- 
gism ; bowing down at the footstool of office a heSiA 
to which old experience ou^ht to have taught wis- 
dom, if it could not teach dignity; and thenceforth 
worthless for all purposes, but the humiliating and 
melancholy one, of a warning to all who should in 
future be tempted by a pitiable appetite for power. 

The acts of the new coalition were inevitably 
marked with the disgraces and tergiversations of its 
parentage. Lord Grenville was appointed first lord 
of the Treasury. But he had already secured the 
auditorship of the Exchequer, a place of four thou- 
sand a^year for life, and this he was determined not 
to give up, obnoxious as It must be to the most con- 
temptuous reflections. The national voice de- 
manded, — ^Under what pretence Lord GrenvUle could 
retain two offices totally incompatible with each 
other? Why, in this instance alone, the disburse- 
ment of the public money, and the check on that dis- 
bursement, should be in the same officer? Why, 
with one hand in the pubHc purse, he shoidd pass his 
accounts with the other; be the supervisor oVer his 
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own conduct, and give himself a receipt in full for 
nis Own integrity? 

His lordship bore the stonn with official philoso- 
phy—listened, and kept his four thousand pounds 
a^year. A poor attempt at evading public scandal was 
made, by appointing a trustee for the auditorship, 
whom his lordship was to pay; a rigid inspector, of 
course, of the possible irregularities of the man on 
whose money he was to live ! 

Another compromise followed, of a still more ha- 
zardous nature. To strengthen the administration, 
it had been deemed necessary to summon the aid of 
Lord Sidmouth's friends; and his lordship's terms 
were, two seats in the cabinet, one for himself and 
one for Lord Ellenborough, the Chief Justice of the 
Kin^s Bench. This direct attempt to connect the 
ministry with the courts of law, awoke alarm through- 
out the empire. The practical value of the free con- 
stitution of England exists in the courts of law. If 
the legislature is the bulwark of English liberty ; the 
piffity and complete independence, pecuniaiy and po- 
litical, of the bench of judges is liberty itself. For, 
as no constitution can be worth the paper that it is 
written upon while the subject fears for his person 
or his property, the finst ground and security of na- 
tional freedom must be in that majesty of law which 
protects him in doing all things that are manly, ho- 
nest, and lawful. And it is thus that, while legisla- 
tures may have been weak, and ministers rash or ar- 
bitrary, the practical freedom of this first and most 
fortunate of countries has suffered no disturbance 
for a hundred years ; has continually become more 
precious to its people ; and has secured, and will se- 
cure, England from the desperate convulsions which 
the very impulse of nature forces on foreign lands,, 
to give even a partial restoration to the powers of 
man. 

A motion on this most repulsive appointment was 
brought forward by Lord Bristol in the lords, and by 
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Mr. Spoicer Stanhope in the commons,—^ That it was 
highly inexpedient^ and tended to weaken the adtmni^ 
traiion of justice^ to summon to any committee or as- 
sembly of the privy council any of the judges of his 
majesty's courts of common law.'' The motion was 
supported in the lords by Lord Eklon, where it was 
ne^tiyed without a division !--4nd in the conrnnons 
by Canning, Wilberforce, Lord Castlereagh, and Mr. 
Perceval ; where, too, it was negatived, and almost 
with similar contumely, — ^by 233 to 64 ! 

Nothing could be more p«lpable than the evil of 
breaking down the barriers which shut out the influ- 
ence of ministers from Westminster Hall. By turn- 
ing the judge into the politician, he might be alto- 
gether perverted into a place-hunter ; and his inte- 
grity must be in a continual state of temptation, from 
the patronage of office. By maJdng him a cabinet 
minister, he might be called on to enact measures of 
severity against the individual whom he might be 
also called on to tiy for life or death within the week. 
How was he to bring an unprejudiced mind into the 
courts, when he had already made up his determi- 
nation in the cabinet ? or to decide before God and 
tiie country on the case of the vazn whom he had 
but a few hours past condemned as a libeller or a 
traitor before the minister and his colleagues ? — 
What was to prevent the persecutor in the cabinet 
from being the homicide on the bench % 

Yet this appointment, whic|i, in the public mind, 
amounted to the most violent departure from Eng- 
lish principle ; which mig^t have rapidly involved a 
total perversion of the law; and which must have 
instantly shaken the national confidence in the 
administration of justice, was carried with a high 
hand by the old clamourers for universal liberty; 
the champions who, for two-and-twenty years, had 
made parliament, the hustings, and the tavern alike 
ring with their more than patriotism ; the haughty 
chSlengers of the whole power of the state to lay a . 
finder on the ark of the constitution I 
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Tbe maxims which the coalition thus laboured are 
worthy of being chronicled : — ^** The cabinet, as such, 
is not re»p(mnble for the measures of gfyvernmmt ! — 
No individual minister is responsible for more than 
his own acts, and such advice as he can be proved to 
have actually given! — A cabinet counsellor per- 
forms no dutteSf and incurs no responsibility^ to which 
as a privy-counsellor he is not liable !— And the 
judges of England are not intended by the constitu- 
tion of the country to be such insulated beings as 
speculative writers represent them !" 

And those enormous absurdities were advanced 
and fiercely defended by the whole body of the 
whigs ! Well might the nation burst into an outcry 
of wonder and aversion. And well may men, yet 
untainted by politics, lift up their hands and thank 
their God for the humble station which has pre- 
served them from being tempted to such betrayals of 
the headlong folly and short-sighted, sordid covet- 
ousness of human nature ! 

Compromise was the only principle which the 
new coalition seemed to acknowledge. Tlie Ca- 
tholic question was Fox's first bond, apd to this he 
was pledged by the declarations of a life. But Lord 
Sidmouth was disinclined to it ; and the kins^ was 
resolved against it. That honest king had ta^en no 
degree in tiie new school of compromise ; he left its 
hoods and gowns to cover the awkward procesc^ion 
of these "budge doctors of the stoic fur," the pro- 
fessors of expediency. He had instantly refused to 
concede. There was, then, no alternative but to 
resign, or to adjourn the question ; and it was ad- 
jowmed. 

Ministers next required that the control of the 
army should be put into their hands ; in other words, 
that the Duke of York should be removed. This the 
king refused, on the obvious ground, that the army 
had been kept separate from the other branches of 
^ administration since the time of the Duke of 
X 
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Cumberland ; and finally declared that he 'wotdd not 
remoroe the Duke of York. The transaction closed, 
of course, in compromise ; the ministers agreed that 
no change in the command should take place Tmth- 
out the royal approbatioiu 

All was failure. Their financial discoveries, 
which had been heralded for years with all the pomp 
and all the mystery of the new " Illumines*' of Poli- 
tical Economy, — a science which has succeeded to 
the honours and the meritsof astrology,— were found 
fit only to glitter in the pages of a review, and eva- 
porated, upon trial, into two^abortive taxes* But if 
tlie relief was visionary, riot so was the burden. 
Whig finance left its mark in two tremendous impo- 
sitions. The hated property-tax was raised from 
six and a half to ten per cent. ! and ten per cent, was 
added to the assessed taxes ! 

Their exploits as warriors were calculated to give 
them as high a niche in history as their financial 
achievements. They sent out four expeditions. 
The whole four failed ; some with heavy loss, some 
with ignominy, and all with ridicule !^ — ^Moore was 
compeUed to fly from the mad king of Sweden 
in a cart, and to ship off his army at a moment's no- 
tice. — The expedition to Egjrpt was beaten on the 
old scene of British victory, was forced to lay down 
its arms to a rabble of Turks, and succeeded in 
nothing but in alienating the population. The ex- 
pedition under Whitelock, to Buenos A3nres, is syno- 
nymous with national shame : it insulted us with 
the scandalous spectacle of a British army beaten out 
of the country by a banditti. The expedition to the 
Dardanelles exhibited the combined disgrace of our 
arms and our diplomacy; the British ambassador 
baffled by the French, and even by the brute policy 
of the Turkish agent; and the British fleet flying full 
sail down the Dardanelles, helplessly battered by 
the Turkish cannon-balls. The four quarters of the 
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globe were furnished with the trophies of a coali- 
tion ministry ! 

There was one way more in which a cabinet 
could go wrong; and of that way they availed them- 
selves with characteristic adroitness. 

Fox had scarcely entered upon office, when he was 
enticed into a negotiation by the French govern- 
ment ; and the finesse of the contrivance was wor- 
thy of Talleyrand. A stranger presented Himself to 
the foreign secretary, with the proposal of assassinat- 
ing the first consul. Fox, with the feelings of an Eng- 
lish gentleman, was shocked at an idea sa abomina^ 
ble ; and ordering the proposer into custody, wrote a 
brief letter to the French court to mention the cir- 
cumstance, and put Napoleon on his guard agains^ 
this illegitimate mode of terminating hostilities. 
Talleyrand's answer was equally brief, but contained 
a dexterous compliment from Napoleon on his cor- 
respondent's " honour and virtue." Another letter, 
of equal civility, dated on the same day, conveyed 
an appropriate exti-act from Napoleon's speech on 
the opemn^ of the legislature. The French minis- 
ter's note is an exquisite specimen of the diplomatic 
art of ** feeling the way." 

ffote 2. •* Sir,— It may be agreeable to you to 
receive news from this country. 

" I send you the emperor's speech to the legisla- 
tive body. You will therein see that our wishes are 
still for peace. / do not ask what is the prevailing 
inclinaiton with you ; but if the advantages of peace 
are duly appreciated, you know on what basis it may 
be discussea." 

J^oie 3. — Extract from the speech. "I desire 
peace with England. On my part I shall never de- 
lay it a moment. I shall always be ready to con- 
clude it, taking for its basis the stipulations of the 
treaty of Amiens." 
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The onare wb8 completely laid ; and the whig ca- 
binet was caught at the moment. Within a week 
from the receipt of those billets, a formal cabinet let- 
ter was de^iatched to the Tuilmes, plunginff head- 
long into the question, with all its bases, aUiances, 
and compensations. What a sardonic smile must 
have sat on the lips of the two matchless confedexatesy 
as they looked over this letter together! with what 
infinite burlesque must they have laughed at the wis- 
dom of the wise ! We may almost forgive them their 
triumph, for the sake of its dexterity. Napoleon's 
sworn punipse, from the day of AusterUtz, had been 
the fall or Prussia. He had felt his dignity mo- 
lested by her threat of assisting Austria in the war; 
and he was determined that, whatever capital of Eu- 
rope he might seize in future, he would not have 
a Prussian army of a hundred and fifty thousand men 
on his flank, to frown at the operation ; Prussia was 
to be smitten ! But by what artifice was. England to 
be blindfolded, while the last military kin^m of 
the continent was turned into a kingdom of hew- 
ers of wood and drawers of water 1 To sow jea- 
lousy between them, he gave Hanover to Prussia: 
the boon was grasped at with guilty eagerness $ and 
his object was effected at once. England was in- 
dignant at the treacherous acceptance* Still, the 
approach of direct hostilities might rouse England, 
and even Russia, to her aid. It was essential to dis- 
tract the attention of both, while France was collect- 
ing that storm of havoc which was to sweep die 
monarchy of Frederic from the list of nations. A 
negotiation with England would at once paralyze 
the warlike preparations of the country, make Rus- 
sia distrustful of our alliance, and cut off Prussia I 
from all hope. 

Napoleon knew that Fox's ambition was, to be the I 
peace-maker of Europe ; and he well remembered, 
too, those conversations at the Tuileries, in which 
his guest had almost infringed on court etiquetts in 

Digitized by Google 



1807.] TBE WBiG cabuvet. 245 

▼infieating Pitt and Windham, with the loudest 
scorn and disdain, from all share in the conspiracy 
of " the infernal machine." It was at this sensitive 
point of his character that the artifice was levelled. 
The eloquent abhorrer of assassination was suddenly 
presented in his closet with an avowed assassin. 
Of all the stimulants that art could devise, there was 
none more certain of kindling him. The calculation 
was incomparably true ; Fox, full of generous wrath, 
instantly wrote to apprize the first consul of his ha^ 
zaitL The letter was answered by bland homage, 
in which the '^ first consul recognistd the honour and 
virtue** Of his feelings ; followed by a still blander 
promise of peace, from a speech made almost at the 
moment when the pretended assassin was sent from 
Paris, and the train of artifice was begun, which left 
Prussia at the mercy of the destroyer. 

But all the details of this ludicrous negotiation 
were equally ludicrous. Talleyrand had completely 
involved the cabinet ; he had, with the ease of con- 
summate) skill, played on tlieir peace-making vanity, 
and entrapped them even into the very folly which 
they had determined not to commit; that of making 
the first overtures. He had now a second pitfall for 
them. To make " assurance double sure," and pre- 
vent the possibility of their opening their eyes, he 
actually contrived to make them commission the 
first ambassador ! 

He sent for Lord Yarmouth (smce Marquis of 
Hertford), one of the ditenus at Verdun, a nobleman 
of enormous fortune, but whose diplomatic faculties 
were yet in the bud. Lord Yarmouth obeyed tho 
summons, commenced an intercourse with Talley- 
rand in Paris, and was instantly meshed in the diplo* 
matic web, and puzzled in the uH possid^is to such 
a profound degree, that ministers were compelled to 
send a superior to extract his lordship from his per- 
plexities ; or, in the confused phrase of office, ^ The 
necessity arose of some other negotiator, fully in^ 
X2 
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•tiueted in tbe sentiments of bis nstesty's gorem* 
ment on all the yarious points of c&scussion that 
might arise,** ^e* ^e. 

But the whole mystification is incomparable. Tal- 
leyrand had not chosen his diplomatist in vain; and 
the familiar dexterity with which he drove his lord- 
ship into the toils, is one of the most amusing epi- 
sodes in the history of negotiation. The wily 
Frenchman's purpose was to make the British cabi- 
net answerable for every lapse of their unfledged 
agent ; but this could not be done without the pro- 
duction of his powers to treat. He summoned him 
to a conference, and told him that the fates of Eu- 
rope depended upon his instant display of those 
weighty documents. ^ Tliere was Germany,** said 
the Frenchman, <* a week ago you might have saved 
it, if you were empowered to negotiate : but the em- 
peror could wait no longer, the fate of Germany 
was sealed : ei now n^en reviendnms jfimaii** — Rus- 
sia is now in the scale. Will you save Russia? 
Produce your full pow^^ or her fate will be sealed 
in two (2ay9 /-—Switzerland comes next : it is on the 
eve of undergoing a great change. Will you save 
it ? Nothing can do this but a peace with fSngland : 
produce your full powers !— We are on the point of 
invading Portugal. Nothing on earth but a peace 
with England can prevent our seizing it : our army 
is already gathering at Bayonne. All depends on 
England. Produce your full powers!" — But the 
keenest shaft was in reserve. *' Prussia,** said Tal- 
leyrand, '' insists on our confirming her possession 
of Hanover ; and we cannot consent wantonly to lo$e 
the only ally France has had since the Revolution. , 
Will you save Hanover, and thus permit us to prefer I 
England to Prussia 1 produce your full powers !*» i 
'Aie appeal was irresistible. His lordship was re- | 
morselesiAy mystified. The visions of kingdoms faJl- \ 

* We tbtU nerw SMMl» flpom oor dioMoa 
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ing and fallen lound liim were not to be wHhstood, 
wMe he had the cheap reBtorative inhis pocket : and, 
to save Europe, to arrest the progress of Napoleon at 
the head of five hundred thousand men, and chp the 
wings of an ambition that was longing to oversha- 
dow the world, Lord Yarmouth produced his full 
powers: and began his career as a plenipotentiary! 

How any man living could conceive, after ten 
years' display of Napoleon's character, that he was 
to be stof^ed by the trite fooleries of billets des- 
patched every half-hour from one hotel to another; 
—how any person, walking the streets of Paris, 
could have escaped the knowledge that all France 
was ringhig T^ith preparation for a Prussian cam- 
paign, and that the most revengeful feelings against 
rn^ia were exhibited on all occasions ; — ^how any 
man of common understanding could have doubted, 
that the kingdom in the jaws of destruction, the ally 
which England should instantly seek and support, 
the last hope of the continent, was Prussia; are 
questions which we must leave to the elucidation of 
noble plenipotentiaries alone. 

England was utterly astonished at this transac- 
tion. Even the cabinet were forced to awake. A 
new diplomatist was forthwith transmitted, and a 
despatch written, to stop his lordship in this precipi- 
tate salvation of Europe. " I need hardly observe 
to your lordship," are Mr. Secretaty Fox's emphatic 
words, " that it is of the utmost importance, that in 
the interim (till the arrival of the new ambassador) 
your lordship should avoid taking any st^, or even 
holding any language, which may tend in the smallest 
degree to commit the opinion of his majesty's govern- 
ment on any part of the matters now depending." 

But the mplomatic depths of this unfortunate ca- 
binet were not yet sounded. The Fabius substituted 
for their rapid plenipotentiary was Lord Lauderdale, 
an old adherent of Fox, and a pamphleteer on politi- 
cal economy; and content to rest on those titles to 

Digitized by Google 



248 GEORGE THE FOURTH. [1807. 

fame. Yet this nobleinan was not to go alone ; he 
was to be supported by the political experience of 
Dugald Stewart ! a lecturer of much reputation in 
the North, and probably a personage of formidable 
wisdom to an Edinburgh student of metaphysics. 
And those two were to combat the two ablest men 
in Europe ! Two dreamers of the schools, to come 
into conflict with two men of the first rank of poli- 
tical genius, invigorated by perpetual experience in 
the highest concerns : Lord Lauderdale and Dugald 
Stewsut, hand to hand, against Talleyrand and Na- 
poleon! 

The negotiation was worthy of the negotiators. 
It was protracted for six months. All its objects 
might have been discussed in as many days. The 
ambassador was toyed and trifled with, in the most 
palpable and contemptuous manner. Sometimes he 
was refused an audience ; sometimes he was kept 
lingering for an answer; sometimes passports for 
his couriers were delayed; and at last passports for 
himself were withheld, until he must have begun se- 
riously to think that his embassy would end m Ver- 
dun. Europe looked on in surprise; England in 
mingled indignation and laughter. 

It is only justice to a great man^s memory, to re- 
lieve Fox from the responsibiUty of this continued 
burlesque. His bodily powers had been giving way 
from the commencement of the year; though the 
direct symptoms of his mortal disease were not yet 
discoverable. In a letter to a friend, soon after his 
accession to office, he said — " My life has been active 
beyond my strength ; I had almost said, my duty. 
If I have not acted much« you will allow I have 
^)oken much; and I have felt more than I have either 
acted or spoken. My constitution has sunk under it. 
I find myself unequad to the business on which yon 
have written ; it must be left to younger men." 

Napoleon and Talle3rrand tossed those ambassadors 
between them like toys; their object was to gain 
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time ; and it was not till the actaal hour when they 
had flsitheTedthe whole mass of destruction, which a 
touch was to let loose on Prussia, that they conde- 
scended to take the bandage from their eyes, and 
send ^em back to their insulted country. The ne- 
gotiation had beg^un on the 20th of February, 1806. 
Lord Lauderdale received his passports on the 6th of 
October; on the 9th, Napoleon was in sight of the 
Prussian army, and on the 14th he fought the fatal 
battle of Jena. In three hours he drove the Prussians 
from the field with the loss of 60,000 killed, wounded, 
and prisoners ; and followed up the battle by the cap- 
ture of all the Prussian soldiei^, the surrender of all 
the fortresses, the seizure of the capital, and the pur- 
suit of the king, — the total subjugation of the Prus- 
sian monarchy ! Then was paid the long arrear of 
vengeance for the blood and chains of Poland. 

Fox was now dead, and the guidance of this disas- 
trous admioistration had fallen into the hands of Lord 
GrenviUe. No compassion was felt for the growing 
embarrassments of a man who had abandoned the 
principles of his master. The honourable portion of 
the country rejoiced to see the cabinet bewilder them- 
selves from day to day, until there was but one false 
step more to be made—and they made it. 

The whigs had come into power imder a pledge 
to ^e Catholic question. They found the king ad- 
verse to its discussion. They endeavoured, in the 
first instance, to elude it, and yet retain the Catholics. 
Thejr endeavoured, in the second, to grant it, and yet 
retam the king. They failed in both. The Catholics 
pronounced them deceivers : the king gave them that 
practical proof of his opinion, which of all things they 
dreaded most,— he dismissed them. And thus, in the 
midst of general joy, perished the coalition ministry ; 
leaving no record of their existence, but in two bons- 
mots of Sheridan. 

On Lord Henry Petty's iron-tax being withdrawn, 
tome one suggested a tax on coals, to make up th^ 
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deficiency. " Poh," said Sheridan, " do you want 
to raise a rebellion in our kitchens? The cooks are 
worse than the blacksmiths. Tax coals instead of 
iron ! that would be jumping out of the frying-^an 
into the JJre." 

But it was the Catholic question that excited his 
chief displeasure. None more thoroughly knew the 
secret of cabinet sincerity. He looked upon the ques- 
tion as a tub to the whale, and had no forgiveness for 
the sport in which his own office was to be wrecked. 
"Why did they not put it off, as Fox did," said the 
angry ex-treasurer of the navy; "I have heard of 
men running their heads against a wall ; but this is 
the first time I ever heard of men building a wall, and 
BQuannff it, and clamping it, for the express purpose 
of knocking out their brains against it.'' 

But the deed was done ; a Protestant ministiy was 
established by the king. The coalitiop was totally 
broken down; and Lord Grenville, exiled from power, 
never to return, was left to learn the bitter lesson, 
that no man can abandon even political professions 
with impunity. 

All the laurels on this occasion remained with the 
king. Those who doubted his capacity, were now 
brought to their senses by the fact, that he had ca- 
pacity enough to turn out the two most assuming 
administrations in the shortest time known. The 
Fox and North coalition, pronouncing itaelf an as- 
semblage of all the public talent of England ; and the 
Fox and Grenville coalition, formed on the same con- 
tempt of public opinion, and making the same boast 
of matchless ability, were each turned out in little 
more than a year. The single step between "the 
sublime and the ridiculous,"* was never shorter than 
in the latter instance^ Insolence is not made to be 
forgiven ; and the titles of ** the broad-bottomed ad- 

* The pltby maxim on this subject, which ban heea. m> often cfTen to 
Kftpolapn's knowledfe pf the world, belonfed to Paine. Bit oetohntMl 
Dbrase, la nation boutiquUn, belonged to Bana^ 

uigiiized by Google 



1807.] THE WmO CABINET* 261 

ministration,'' and "All the talents," threw this eon- 
clave of self-sufficiency into national ridicule. 

Bat it was the insincerity that sharpened, as it ought, 
every weapon of public scorn. The pen and the pen- 
cil were equally keen; and if popular ai^lause were 
the object of ministerial dreams, never was vanity 
more miiversally chastised. 

The following lines were attributed to Canning: — 

ALL THE TALENTS. 

Wben Hie broad-bottomed junto, all nooeenae and etrtft, 
Beeign'd, with a groans ite political lift ; 
When oottTerted to Borne, and of bonestr t^red, 
It to Satan gaife b«ek tvbat himself had inapind ; 

The Demon of Faction, that over them hnng, 
In aecent* of ancniah their epitaph aong ; 
While Pride and VenaUty joined in the stave, 
And canting Democraey wept on the grave. 

** Here Ues in the tomb that Mre hoOowed for Pitt, 
The consistence of Orenville, of Temple the vrit, 
Of Sidmonth the firmness, the temper of Grey, 
And Treasurer Sheridan's promise topiy. 

HerePetty^ finance, ftom the evils to come 

With Fitxpatriok's sobriety creeps to the tomb ; 

And Camncellor Eg<o,* now left in the Inreh, 

Neither langhs at the law, nor cots jokes on the chnrdi " 

TThen hnza for the party that here^s laid al rest— 
** All the talents," bat self-praising blockheads at best : 
Fboiigh they sleep in obUvion, they've died with the hope^ 
it the last day of freedom to rise with the Pope. 

The national feeling had been strongly aggrieved 
by the debate on giving a public monument to Pitt« 
On this occasion, it could not be expected that Fox 
should give any peculiar homage to a govemmeni 
which he had been opposing for so many years ; but 
his tribute to Pitt^spersonal abilities and virtues did 
himself honour. This manly example, however, was 
lost upon some of the speakers ; and Windham at- 
tr&etad no trivial resentment by a volunteer attack 
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upon the memory of the great minister. It was i 
public cause, for Endand loved the name of Pitt, an^ 
looked upon it, as sne still does, as a sacred part of 
her glory. Some stanzas of a poem which imbodid 
the general sentiment had unusual popularity : — 

ELUAH« BIANTLfi. 

WUen by th* AIniiehty*lB dread co 
El^ah, call'd from Israel's land, 

Rose in Uii6 ncred flame, 
His mantle good Elisha canfbt. 
Ajud, -wiUi the prophet's spirit mtOfiil, 

Hisr second hope t 



In Pitt onr Israel saw combined 

The patriot's heart— the prophet^ mind, 

Elqah's spirit here: 
Now, sad rererse .'—that spirit reft, 
Ko eonfidence, no hope is left; 

For no Elisha^ near. 

Is there, among the greedy band 
Who seixe on power with harpy hand, 

Ahd patriot pride assiune, 
One on whom public ftUth can rest- 
One fit to wear Elijah's rest, 

And cheer a nation's gloom ? 

Grenville !— to aid thy treasury fame, 
A portion of Pitt's mantle claim, 

His generous aidour feel ; 
BesolTo o^er sordid self to soar, 
Amid Exchequer goldtM poor ; 

Thy wealth^-the pablie weal. 

Windham !— 4f e'er thy sorrows flow 
For pnvate loss or public wo, 

Thy rigid brow unbend; 
Taara over Cosar Brutus shed; 
Bis hatredtoarr'd noi vrith thsdeadr^ 

And Pitt was vnee thy friend. 

niustrioQs Roscius of the state ! 
New-breech'd and hamess'd fbr detiett^ 

Thou wonder of thy age ! 
Petty or Betty art thou hight, 
By Granta Aent to strut thy night 

On Stephen's bustling stt^je. 

Pitt's 'Chequer robe tie thine to wear ; 
Take of his mantle too a share, 
'Twill aid thy Ways and Means ; 
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And Bboold Fat Jack and his cabal, 

Cry, ^ Rob us the Exchequer, Hal V* 

TiKra art but iu thy teens. 

Sidmonth— tbough low hia bead is laid 
Who call'd thee from thy native shade, 

And gave thee second birth— 
Gave thee the sweets of power and place, l\'[ 

The .tufled gown, the gilded mace. 

And rear'd thy nameless worth ; 

Think how his mantle wrapp'd thee roiind : 
Is one of equal virtue found 

Among thy new compeers ? 
Or can thy cloak of Amiens stuff, 
Once laughed to scorn by Blue and Buff, 

Screen thee from Windham's jeefs 1 

When Faction threaten'd Britain's land. 
Thy new-made friends— a desperate band. 

Like Ahab, stood reproved : 
Pitt's powerlVil tongue their rage could check ; 
His counsel saved, mid mankind's wreck,. 

The Israel that be loved. 

Yes, honour'd shade ! while near thy grave, 
The letter'd page, and chiefr>iin brave, 

The votive marble claim ; 
O'er thy cold corse— the public tear 
Congeal'd, a crystal shrine shall rear. 

Unsullied as thy fhme. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

The Spanish War. 

Thb deliverance of Europe began, when, to human 
eyes, it was ruined beyond hope* The continent 
was at peace — the dreadful peace of slavery. The 
sword was the only instrument of dominion. The 
final struggle had been made, for even that mutilated 
independence which nations could enjoy, in perpe- 
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tual terror of a French army : and watching, with fe- 
verish anxiety, every sign oi wrath from a man of 
blood and avarice, capricious as the winds, and 
steady only to the one desperate purpose of turning 
the world mto a French dungeon.' 

The strength of the alUes had been successively 
tried, and found wanting: Austria had been over- 
whelmed in a three months' campaign ;* Prussia in 
a day. The Russian armies had been driven back 
on their own territory ; and even their partial escape 
was soon turned into worse than defeat, by the rash 
and ignominious treaty of Tilsit. In 1807, Napoleon 
possessed a power unequalled in extent by any mo- 
narchy since the time of Charles V., and immeasura- 
bly superior to his in point of effective strength, of 
opulence, intelligence, and the facility of being di- 
rected to any purpose of his ambition. No Euro- 
pean sovereign ever possessed such personal supre- 
macy over the means and minds of his subjects. 
France was a great camp ; the people were an army ; 
the government was as simple, rigid, and unques- 
tioned, as the command of a brigade ; and Napoleon 
was the general-in-chief. His business was, to cam- 
paign a^nst Europe ; and when the campaign was 
done, lus leisure was employed, or amused, in dis- 
tributing its provinces and crowns to his soldiers. 

In the pause after the overthrow of Russia at 
Golomyn and Pultusk, he divided his conquests. He 
gave the crown of Holland to Louis, his brother; 
annexing Venice to the kingdom of Italy, he gave 
the whole to his stepson, Beauhamois, as viceroy ; 
he gave the kingdom of Naples to Joseph, his bro- 
ther ; Berg and Cleves to Murat, his brother-in-law ; 
Guastalla to Prince Borghese, another brother-in- 
law; the principalities of NeufchStel and Ponte- 
Corvo to Berthier and Bemadotte; repaid the civil 
services of Talleyrand with Benevento ; and whea 

« Closed «t Awteriitz, Deeember 90, 180& 
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this was done, resumed his preparations for the sei* 
zure of Spain, Portugal, and Poland ! 

England was stiU unconquerable ; but she had 
been severely tried. Her efforts to sustain the cause 
of Europe had pressed heavily upon her strenfth. 
She had paid all the allied armies ; and lavished ner 
wealth with no retuni but that of seeing the conti- 
nent laid at the foot of the enemy. But the strug- 
gle had been at a distance ; it was now to be brought 
Some. 

By the most extraordinary measure in the annals 
of hostility, the Berlin and Milan decrees, a line of 
fire was to be drawn round the continent, and Eng- 
land excluded from the intercourse of nations. Na* 
poleon had felt from the beginning that this country 
was &e great antagonist with whom, sooner or later^ 
he must cope for existence. His object was univer- 
sal despotism: but the continent could not be finally 
enslaved while there was still one land, from which 
the words of freedom and courage were perpetually 
echoing in the general ear; whose trumpet was 
sounding to every dejected heart of the patriot and 
the soldier; and whose proud security, fearless opu- 
lence, and perfect enjoyment of peace, in the midst 
of the convulsions of the world, gave unanswerable 
evidence that freedom was worth the highest sacri- 
iices that could be made by man. 

En^and was inaccessible to the aims of Napo* 
leon, and his arts were now sufficiently known : but 
if her spirit was not to be humbled, her resources 
might be dried up ; and to this project he applied 
himself with the singular perseverance and reckless- 
ness of his nature. He knew that the first evil must 
fall upon himself; for the whole of the immense line 
of coast stretching from the Meuse to the Vistula, lived 
upon English commerce; and on the plunder of 
those provinces depended a large portion of the 
French revenue. But, at all risks, England was to 
be ruined. When the deputies from Hamburgh repre* 
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gented to him the havoc that the Berlin and Milan 
decrees were making in their city, his answer iP^as 
the hrief one of a military tyrant : — ^" What is that 
to me ? The war must not go on for ever.— You suf- 
fer only like the rest. English commerce must be 
destroyed." 

This answer was the signal of universal bank- 
ruptcy. The recollections of that period in Ger- 
many amount to the tragic and the terrible. Per- 
haps no single act of tyranny had ever inflicted such 
sweeping misery upon mankind. The whole frame 
of society was rent asunder, as by a thunderstroke. 
Property was instantly valueless, or a source of per- 
secution. The merchandise which had been pur- 
chased but the day before, under the sanction of the 
French authorities, and paid every impost levied by 
the devouring crowd of prefects and plunderers, 'was 
torn from the warehouses, and burned before the 
unfortunate proprietors* eyes. 

The casual stagnations of trade, or the chang^e of 
popular taste for a manufacture, are always the 
source of miserable suffering. But here was more 
than stagnation or change : it was utter ruin, with- 
out a'^hope of recovery. The result was inevitable 
and dreadful. Thousands and tens of thousands 
were thrown loose upon the world, with all their 
knowledge useless, their habits broken up, and their 
prospects destroyed. The great merchant dismisaed 
his clerks, shut lus doors, and lived upon his decaying 
capital ; and even then lived in hourly expectation 
of some new forced loan, which should send him to 
beg in the streets. The inferior ranks of trade were 
undone at once ; and sank into paupers, living on the 
chsu-ity of the French barracks. Germany was one 
immense poor-house. But within a short period 
the humblest resources of poverty failed; the funds 
of the old charitable institutions either fell into de- 
cay, or were seized on by the merciless rapacity of 
the invader. Orphans, and old people, and even the 
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tunatic and idiot, were driven into the fields, to take 
their ehanee with the beasts of the earth and the 
fowls of the air. Time and season made no differ- 
ence with this hideous t3rranny. Hospitals have been 
emptied of their unfortmiate tenants at the point of 
the bayonet, in the depth of a German winter ; and the 
Uind and the bedrid, the paralytic, the fevered, the 
wounded, and the mad, cast out to scatter them- 
selves over a wilderness of snow, and die. 

Then came the conscription, another and a still 
more heart-breaking scourge. In all the territories 
annexed to France the yearly drawing, or some 
equivalent levy, was imposed. As a tax it was 
ruinous, for the price of a substitute was frequently 
equal to five hundred pounds sterUng; and even' 
where a wretched family had wrung this sum from 
their last means,' to save a son or a brother from 
the hazards of Napoleon's sanguinary warfare, the 
death or desertion of the substitute, both hourly oc- . 
curring, brought a new demand on the conscript, and 
he must march. The acceptance of a substitute was 
itself an imperial favour, generally paid for at a high 
rate to the French agents ; and the difficulty, in all 
cases, was so great that nearly the whole youth of 
the country were compelled to serve in person. No 
language can exaggerate the wretchedness of mind 
felt by the famihes of those devoted young men, when 
every day brought accounts of some desperate ac- 
tion^ — or hurried march, scarcely less ruinous than 
battle, — or frightful contagion, breaking out in the 
desolated scenes of the campaign, and extinguish- 
ing the survivors of the field by multitudes. 

But the conscription was not limited to a yearly 
slaughter. The first Russian campaign cost three 
conscriptions, each of eighty thousand men; and 
they were almost totally destroyed by the enemy, 
tiie inclemency of a Polish winter, and the miseries 
of the French hospitals. Yet the evil of the system 
w»it deeper than the casualties of the fidd. The 
Y2 
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boy of eighteen, suddenly thrown into contact with 
the profligacy of a camp, was vitiated for life : he 
saw before him, from day to day, every temptation 
that can stimulate the hot passions of man, and every 
horror that can harden the heart ; he lived in the 
midst of plunder, bloodshed, and promiscuous vice ; 
mitil the sabre or the cannon-ball came to sweep him 
out of life, he was master of all that he cast his eyes 
upon ; and the brief tenure of the possession only 
inflamed his guilty appetites the more. " Let us eat 
and drink, for to-morrow we die," never was realized 
with such furious license as in the campaigns of the 
French imperial army. The soldier rusted on in a 
perpetual whirlwind of revelry, robbery, and blood. 

The natural consequence was, that families looked 
upon their sons as mere food for the sword ; and ut- 
terly neglected the morals, religion, and education 
which were so soon to be made useless by massacre. 
The few parents who persevered in doing their duty, 
watched, with agony, every fluctuation of the war, 
and lived in constant dread of the moment when they 
should be called on to surrender their children to 
death, or to what must be, in the mind of the wise 
and virtuous, worse thsui death. Even where the 
sword had mercy, no man could expect to see his 
son return the being that he had sent him : he saw 
him dismembered by womids and disease, an encum- 
brance to himself and the world ; or bringing back 
the deep corruptions of the soldier's hfe ; contempt- 
uous of morals and religion^ a restless profligate, 
unfit for any one of the rational enjojonents or ge- 
nerous labours of society, and longing only for the 
fierce excesses of the field again. • 

But this spectacle was seldom allowed. The wars 
of Napoleon were computed to have cost France 
more than two millions of men ; they mowed down 
the whole rising generatidn. " I can aflford ten thou- 
sand men a-day," was said to be the boast of tiiis 
iron Jbomi^de. Nothing struck the eye of the tra^^ 
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veller more than the almost total deficiency of 
youth in France. '' B tCy a point de jeunesse^^ was 
the miiversal remark of the allies, on their march 
through the provinces. The consummate plague of 
the Egyptians, the last wrath of heaven, had been 
the first infliction of France on herself : she felt the 
universal smiting of the first-bom ; *' there was not 
a house where there was not one dead." 

But if France was chastised, the whole immense 
extent of the conquered provinces, formed into French 
departments, or given as appanages to some worth- 
less relative or court-slave, was tortured. A system 
of espionage was established, subtle, and subversive 
of all the best feelings of society to a fatal degree. 
Like another scriptural curse, " A man's chief ene- 
mies were those of his own household." The sim- 
plest word uttered before a menial, or even a relative, 
might be made the subject of an accusation that cost 
a life. Even the bordering kingdoms, which enjoyed 
a nominal independence, were visited by this plague. 
It was a maxim — that no individual was safe within 
three days' march of a French garrison ! The con- 
tinent, from the Channel to the confines of Russia, 
was tormented with surveillance. Throughout three- 
fourths of Europe, no man could be sure that lie 
would ever eat another meal under his own roof. 
No man, laying down his head on his piUow, 
could be sure that he would not be startled before 
morn by some frightful domiciliary visit, under the 
pretext of searching for English merchandise, but, 
in reality, for his own seizure ; or that he would not 
be whirled away to some fortress from which he was 
never to emerge, — or emerge, only to be brought to 
a mock trial at Milan, or Mantua, or Paris, and perish 
before a military tribunal ! The French mob had 
demolished one Bastile, and found in it but one pri- 
soner. Napoleon created eight Bastiles; and the 
list of his state prisoners amounted to hundreds : 
those were never to be liberated. The imprisoned 
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for minor offences, chiefly on political suspicion, 
were ascertained, on the Ml of the empire, to be up- 
wards of fifty thousand ! Such are the lessons of 
government given by a legislator from the field., 

It is to the honour of England, or rather of that 
freedom which supplies nerve and virtue to a people, 
that her determination never gave way. Yet the 
evils of protracted hostility were now pressing on 
her with a weight which it required all her fortitude to 
sustain. The vividness of actual conflict was gone. 
There was no enemy on the seas to animate her with 
new triumph ; war on land was hopeless against the 
bulwark of steel tliat fenced the empire and the vas- 
sals of Napoleon. Her pillars of state and war had 
fallen, — Pitt, Fox, and Nelson, — ^within ^ few months 
of each other. The Berlin and Milan decrees, after 
working their indescribable ruin on the continent, 
were gradually sapping her commerce. The enemy 
had at last detected the vulnerable part of her strength ; 
and England was now less a vigorous and warlike 
nation, fighting her enemy round the globe, and 
striking active blows wherever he was to be found ; 
than a great blockaded garrison, waiting within its 
walls for the attack, forced to husband its materials 
of support, and preparing to display the last powers 
of passive fortitude. 

In this crisis, — when all hope of change had va- 
nished ; when, unquestionably, mere valour and en- 
ergy had done their utmost ; and slavery or eternal 
war seemed to be the only alternative of nations, — 
an interposition, a single event, miexpected as the 
descent of a spirit of heaven, threw a sudden light 
across Europe and summoned the day. 

It does not derogate from this high deliverance, 
which we will believe to have been providential, that 
it acted by human passions. The profligate habits 
of the Spanish court had suffered Godoy, an adven- 
turer, to rise to eminence. The king was a man of 
weak understanding, — the queen was a libertine, — 
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and Godoy was the open ruler of both. But even in 
Spain, sunk as it was in the deepest slough of indo- 
lence, and kept down there by the heel of the most 
sullen and jealous superstition that ever oppressed 
the human mind, there were curses, deep yet loud 
enough to reach, from time to time, the ear of the 
minister, and make him anxious to provide some su- 
pren^e power safer from the knife and the poison. 
He proposed the partition of Portugal to Napoleon, 
securing to himself the province of Alentejo in sove- 
reignty, as a recompense for conniving at the march 
of the French army through Spain. But he had to 
deal with one whose sagacity foiiesaw every thing, 
and whose ambition grasped at every thing. Napo- 
leon seized Portugal, and gave the traitor no share. 
The treaty of Tilsit, in 1807, relieved him from the 
chances of northern war, and he next turned upon 
Spain. The tissue of artifice which he wound round 
the nerveless understanding of the Spanish court is 
unrivalled. He alternately sided with the Prince of 
Asturias against the king, with the king against the 
prince, and with both against Godoy ; until, by mere 
dexterity, he induced king, queen, prince, and Godoy 
quietly to give themselves up to him, walk into his 
prisons, and leave the Spanish throne at his disposal. 
But there was a scene of blood to come. Those 
royal imbeciles were not worth lus fury, they had 
felt but the velvet of the tiger's paw ; others were 
to feel its talons; and they were instantly darted at 
the throat of Spain. The first announcement of 
French dominion in the capital was by a massacre ! 
Then awoke the feelings that God has treasured in 
the heart of man, to save him from the last degrada- 
tion. That day's blood dye d the robe of the usurper 
with a colour never to be washed away. The 
ten millions of Spain rose as one man. Without 
leaders, without arms, without military experience, 
concert, or knowledge, they rushed upon the inva- 
ders, and overthrew them like a hurricane. The 
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French veterans, who had seen the flight of all the 
disciplined armies of Europe with their princes at 
their head, were routed and slaughtered by shep- 
herds and tillers of the ground, by women and chil- 
dren^ with no other fortresses than the rocks, no 
other allies than the soil and sky, and no other 
arms than the first rustic implement that could be 
caught up for the destruction of a murderer. 

It is only due to the feelings of England to de- 
clare, that the whole nation rejoiced disinterestedly 
in this proud attitude of Spain. Whatever might be 
the advantages of thus recommencing the contest 
with Napoleon, on a new field, and assisted by aux- 
iliaries in whose cause every heart of Europe sym- 
pathized, the first and strongest impulse was an un- 
selfish desire to support the peninsula to the last 
shilling and last soldier of the kingdom. 

Napoleon had long ascended to a height from 
which he might look down upon the diadems of Eu- 
rope ; but, as if to point the moral of ambition, he 
was yet suffered, for a moment, to enjoy an actual 
indulgence and personal splendour of sovereignty, 
to wluch all the earlier pomps of his empire were 
pale. He now sat down to a banquet of kingship, 
and feasted to the full ; while an eye which glanced 
through the future would have seen his thi-one 
smitten under him, and his name a by^word among 
nations. But, for the moment, Europe had never 
witnessed so magnificent a spectacle of dominion as 
Napoleon's court at Erfurt. He was surrounded by 
the monarchs and princes of the continent in person. 

The emperor of Russia with his brother Constan- 
tine, daily attended his levees ; the emperor of Aus- 
tria sent an ambassador to apologize for his absence 
at the feet of this universal king; all the first mili- 
tary and noble names of Europe, marshals, dukes, 
princes, and prelates, formed his circle. The days 
were spent in the occupations suitable to this dis* 
play of royalty $ in riding over fields of battle, nego* 
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tiating treaties, and deciding the fates of kingdoms. 
Prussia was forgiven^ at the intercession of Alex- 
ander ; a new code was vouchsafed to Holland ; a 
peace was proposed to England,— which she firmly 
refused, unless it should include the freedom of 
Spain ; and the German powers were haughtily com- 
manded to be still and obey. No human being could 
feel this homage with a keener zest than Napoleon 
himself. The long possession of a throne had not 
deadened the slightest nerve of his sense of supre- 
macy ;— " Come and play at Erfurt," he wrote to 
Talma, with the loftiest sneer, — " you shall play be- 
fore ^pitJuL qfkingsJ*^ 

He broke up the conference, to pour an army of 
two hundred thousand men upon Spain. 

1809. — The Spanish war teemed with great les- 
sons ; and the first was, that the only security against 
public ruin is a free constitution. It would have 
saved Spain from that miserable spectacle of a de- 
praved and effeminate court, a domineering priest- 
hood, and a decaying people, which invited an in- 
vader ; and it would have not less supphed the only 
strength which renders a country unconquerable. 
The enthusiasm of the Spanish peasantry was be- 
yond all praise ; but it expired in a year. Joseph 
Buonaparte, " the intrusive king," as he was named 
by his indignant subjects, returned to Madrid; and 
Napoleon, after having brushed away the undisci- 
plined levies of the juntas, as his charger would a 
swarm of flies, rode through the peninsula at his 
ease. 

In one comer of Spain alone he found resistance, 
a foretaste of that fiery valour which was yet to cost 
him his diadem. The corps under Moore, aftei 
having been endangered alternately by the treason 
of the Spanish chief, the rashness of the British 
envoy, and the perplexity of the British general, had 
at length retired upon Galicia. Napoleon, who felt 
at all times a personal exasperation against Eng- 
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landi detennined to strike a blow at het heart, by 
utterly crushftig this corps: in his.o^a ruthless 
phrase, — " he would put all the wisres and mothers 
of England into mourning." He thundered after 
Moore with a force of forty thousand men. 

But he found that the British soldier and Sailor 
were men of the same blood ; the spirit of Trafalgar 
was before him. He ought to have exting dished the 
retreating army at once : his number amounted to 
nearly three times theirs : he had all the advantage? 
of command of the country, unlimited resources, high 
equipment, troops flushed with uncontested victory, 
and, more than all, his own mighty namo : before 
him was a small body of men, hopeless of the con- 
test, disgusted with the country, uncertain of their 
general, and in retrecU — a word, that of itself throws 
a damp upon the soldier, and pre-eminently upon the 
soldier of England. Yet upon that little army the 
conqueror of the continent was never able to make 
the slightest impression. The elements fought 
against them ; the rains and snows threw their bat- 
tSions into disorder; famine unnerved them; but 
they felt no other victors. The wild mountains and 
dreary defiles of Galicia, proverbial for barrenness, 
were covered with the dying and the dead, the^v^eck 
of the British army, wasted by night-marches, hun- 
ger, weariness, and despair: but the bold spirit sur- 
vived; the sound of a French gun was as the sound 
of a trumpet ; the mutinous were instantly restored 
to order, the fugitive returned, the wounded forgot 
their wounds, the famished and the dying started 
from the ground, gathered their last strength, and 
died with the musket in their hands. 

Napoleon's sagacity did not fail him here. A few 
rencounters of the British rear-guard with the dite of 
his troops, soon convinced him that at least no glory 
was to be gained by the pursuit: and after a brief but 
gallant cavalry action, in which Lords Stewart and 
Paget broke tne squadrons of his favourite regiment 
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of guards,* and at which he was said to have been 
present; he turned away to easier triumphs, and 
committed to Sonlt the rough experiment of " driv- 
ing the British into the sea." As it was his habitual 
policy to keep the marshal's baton at a sufficient 
distance from the sceptre; he had, probably, no dis- 
inclination to see Soult's pride, which had already 
given him some disturbance in Portugal, slightly 
lectured by the English sword. He now left him to 
pursue fortune to the borders of the English element. 
Never was commander more baffled. He was un- 
able to gain a single advantage in the most disas- 
trous march of the war. Moore reached Corunna, 
with his army in a state of almost total ruin ; with- 
out cavalry, artillery, or baggage; without tents, 
shoes, medicine, money, or food. They had ex- 
pected to find provisions on the road, — they found 
every hut deserted ; the fleet was to have been ready 
to receive them at Corunna, — from the heights they 
could not see a sail round the horizon. 
The Spaniards had nothing in their magazines but 

• This action delighted the French intkntry. They saw ereiy feature 
of U from the heights, and were rejoiced at the defeat of the guard. The 
Ihrench cavalry had assumed that air of superiority over the other 
hraoehesof the service, which those bnmches, in all countries, so natu- 
rally repay vrith dislike ; and the cavalry of the imperial guard were 
only the more remarkable for this military coxcombry. They added to 
their pride in themselves and their horses, in their mustaches, and Om 
vulgar mummeries of court soldiership, demands of a choice of quarters, 
and other privileges, which excited the gall of the regiments or the line 
more than their tinsel and feathers. 

On this occasion, they had rode down, under Le Clerc, a fkvourite 
aid-de camp of the emperor, to " annihilate the English ;" for their con- 
tempt of our dismantled troops was in, the highest tone. The whole 
French camp ran out to see this easy victory. They were not kept long 
in suspense ; the British hussars mads quick work of it ; they no sooner 
saw the showy garde, than they dashed at them, broke them in all 
directions, drove one part back through the river, and made the rest. With 
their general, prisoners. The iVigitives, on reascending the hill, were 
recei^ vnth a general shout of scorn by theinftntry ; taunted witJi all 
kinds of insolent questions, and asked ** hovir they liked annihilating the 
enemy 1"—*^ whether they were pleased with the ctAd bath after their pro- 
menade r*-HUid, above all, '' what quarters they would prefer for the 
night V^ The guards were in no condition to retort, but sullenly rode to 
the rear, and were hazarded no more in skirmishes. 
Z 
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brandy, which made them phrensied and fufions ; or 
the impoverished wine of the province, which pro- 
duced disorders. But the sight of the French co- 
lumns overtopping the heights round Corunna^ made 
them soldiers once more. They bore the shock of 
their well-appointed antagonists with national forti- 
tude, rushed upon them in return, with half their 
numbers drove them back on every point, and, co- 
vering the ground with slaughter, remained masters of 
the field. Moore feU, in the moment of Tictoiy, can- 
celling all his errors by his gallant death, and earn- 
ing for himself a record in the hearts of his comitry- 
^en. The army embarked without a shot being fired 
by the enemy. Soult had received too severe a les- 
son to hazard a second trial. The lion had turned 
round on the hunter, given him a grasp that paralyzed 
him, and then walked quietly away* 

The Spanish war lingered. The enthusiasm of the 
multitude must always be transitory. Their means 
of life are too dependent on daily exertion, and too 
much exposed to an invader, to make them capable 
of long enduring a warfare in the bosom of the land. 
The beginning of the second campaign found the in- 
surrection melted away, the enemy masters of the 
chief cities, and the people in despair. The hatred 
subsisted ; but the lofty passion, the valour in the 
field, and the zeal of public sacrifice, were gone. — 
The dagger was freely substituted for the sword; 
and the blood of Frenchman and Spaniard was spilled 
in the gloomy and useless interchanges of private 
vengeance and military retribution. 

Now was fulfilled the evil of a despotic govern- 
ment. It is the instinct of all despotisms to extinguish 
individual character. They have no fear of a gene- 
ration of nobles, such as cling to the skirts of foreign 
courts, fed on the emoluments of fictitious offices, 
and content to discover dignity in stars and strings* 
They have no fear of a peasantry, who are too re - 
mote, and too busy in toiling for their dafly bread, to 
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be objects of alarm. But their terror is the middle 
order. — ^the natural deposite of the virtue, manliness, 
and vigour of a state ; the trunk of the tree, which 
both root and leaf were created to feed, and without 
which thej would both be but cumberers of the 
ground. 

There was no middle order in Spain. A Roman 
Catholic throne and priesthood had long trampled it 
into the grave. For centuries, every vigorous intel- 
lect or free spirit that started up in Spain, had ex- 
piated its offence by the dungeons of the Inquisition, 
or death. The hour of national peril came ; the hero 
and the statesman were then wildly calkd for, but 
the call Was unanswered; they were not in exist- 
ence ; the soul was in the grave, or on the winds ; 
and Spain, once so admirable for the brilliancy of its 
warlike and political genius, exhibited the extraordi- 
nary reverse, of ten millions of brave men without 
a soldier to lead them, and juntas and councils in 
every province without a statesman capable of direct- 
ing them to any measure of common wisdom. The 
biffden soon fell on the British, and it was heroically 
sustained. But the successes of the peninsular war 
are too familiar to be detailed here. Six years of 
almost uninterrupted campaigns, in which all the re- 
sources of the art of war were displayed on both 
sides, proved that England could be as invmcible by 
land as on the ocean, placed the Duke of Welling- 
ton in a rank with Marlborough, planted the British 
standard in France lor the first time since the Hen- 
ries and Edwards, and ^ve the first blow, within his 
ovm frontiers, to the hitherto unchecked and unri- 
valled career of Napoleon. 

The British army alone had interposed between 
Spain and total slavery. For some years its strength 
was inadequate to the extent of the field, and to the 
vast resources of the French empire. But a large 
share of its difficulties arose from the Spaniards 
tbemselyes^ The successive parties which assumed 
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the goyenunent were found equally feeble. The 
spirit of the juntas was timid, frivolous, and formal- 
izing. With the most worthless part of national 
pride, they felt it an insult to be saved by the sword 
of strang^ers ; with the lowest part of national pru- 
dence, they dreaded to irritate the enemy by defeat- 
ing him. They hated the French, but they would 
not be helped by the English, and they could not help 
themselves. In this decrepitude, they solaced their 
wounded vanity by satires and ballaids, determina- 
tions of future heroism, and the grand recoUection — 
that their forefathers had expelled the Moors, though 
the feat had cost them three himdred years ! 

Those absurdities should be remenibered for higher 
purposes than ridicule. They show how totally tlie 
spirit of a grave and high-hearted people may be 
perverted by a false system of government. The 
old, generous virtue of the Spanish soil had now 
force enough only to throw up those flaunting weeds. 
With liberty, it had lost the rich productiveness of 
liberty. The juntas differed from the courtiers of 
the Philips and Ferdinands in nothing but a cockade. 

A few years saw them sink into insignificance ; and 
they merited their fate. They had made no use of 
the highest advantages of their connexion with Eng- 
land. From the great land of freedom, literature, 
and religion, they borrowed nothing but money and 
arms. They shrank from the natural and only means 
of renovating the national heart. While Spain was 
under the foot of her enemy, with the blood gushing 
from a thousand wounds, they would suffer no infu- 
sion of that living stream of health and virtue which 
glowed under the impregnable corslet Of England. — 
They turned away their purblind eyes from the splen- 
dours which should have taught them to see ; and 
abjured her press, her legislature, and, above all, 
her religion. The cry of ** Heresy" was as keen 
tm in the days of Loyola. They dug up the bodies 
of the English soldiers, as unworthy to sleep in the 
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same clay with a Spaniard. They repelled and sup- 
pressed the Bible ! that first book which a true legis- 
lator would put into the hands of his people, even as 
the noblest manual of patriotism. 

All the art of man was never able to reconcile re- 
ligious slavery with civil freedom. What can be the 
independence of him who, but by the permission of 
a priest, dares not read the Bible — ^that first and most 
perennial source of freedom ; that highest fount of 
stainless principle, unhesitating courage, and fidelity 
strong as the grave ; which, while it ministers, be- 
yond all philosophy, to the contentment of a private 
career, and divests the bosom of all eagerness for the 
trivial and vanishing distinctions of public life, yet 
lays every man under the responsibility of exertmg 
his best powers for the public good ; that book, which, 
teaching him to be zealous without violence, and 
aspiring without ambition, and filling his mind with 
calmer and loftier contemplations than the unsub- 
stantial visions of earth, prepares him to look with 
composure on the severest sacrifices, solicit no other 
praise than the testimony of his own conscience, 
and silently devote himself to the cause of man, and 
of that mighty Being who will not suffer him to be 
tempted beyond his power. 



CHAPTER XV. 
The Regency. 



The Prince of Wales, after a long letirement from 
public life, was recalled by an event which created 
the deepest sorrow throughout the empire. The 
affliction which, in 1788, had made the king incapa* 
^e of government, was announced to have letumed.* 



* October 25, 1810. 
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A Regency bill, with restrictions, to last for a year, 
was passed. The more than useless bitterness of 
the old contest was not renewed; its leaders had 
perished; a judicious declaration that the prince, 
fromtespect to the king, would make no immediate 
change in the ministry, at once quieted fears and 
extinguished hopes; and, with all resistance at home 
conquered, or neutralized, he entered upon the great 
office of regent of a dominion extending through 
every quarter of the globe, numbering one hundred 
millions of people, and constituting the grand re- 
source of liberty, knowledge, and religion to man- 
kind. 

The reign of George the Third was noi^ at an end, 
for though nominally monarch, he never resumed the 
throne. The lucid intervals of his malady soon 
ceased, and the last ten years of his life were passed 
in dreams. Perhaps this affliction, from which 
human nature shrinks with such terror, was meant in 
mercy. He had lost his sight some years before ; and 
blindness, a fearful privation to all, must have been a 
peculiar suiferingto one so remarkable for his habits 
of diligence and activity. UThe successive deaths of 
those whom we Jove, are the bitter portion of agex 
and in the course of a few years the king must htfve 
seen the^ graves of, his queen, his son, and of that 
granddaughter, whose early death broke off the 
lineal succession of his throne. It is gratifying to 
the recollections which still adhere to this honest 
and good king, to believe that, in his solitude, he 
escaptikl the sense of those misfortunes. The mind, 
'* of imagination all compact,^' is not to be reached 
by exterior calamities. All that human care could 
provide for the comftirt of his age was sacredly at- 
tended to. A letter from the Princess Elizabefii ta 
Lady Suffolk, one of the former suite of the royal 
family, states — "that his majesty seemed to feel 
perfect happiness ; he seemed to consider himself no 
longer as an inhabitant of earth, and often, when she 
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played one of his fayouiite tunes, observed, that he 
was very fond of it when he was in the world. "He 
spoke of the queen and all his family, and hoped^uit 
they were happy now, for he was much attachM^ 
them when in the world." \ 

The character of George the Third was peculiarly 
Enfflish. M anl^r, plain, and pious in his individual 
habits, he was high-minded, bold, and indefatigable 
in maintaining the rights of his people and the honour 
of his crown. He was ** every inch a king !" 

The sovereign of England differs in his office and 
spirit from all others ; he is not an idol, to be shown 
forth only in some grfeat periodic solemnity, and 
then laid up in stately uselessness ; but a living and 
active agent, called to mingle among the hearts and 
bosoms of men; not a gilded bauble on the summit 
of the constitution, but a part of the solid architec- 
ture, a chief pillar of the dome. If this increase 
his sphere of dut)r, and compel him often to feel that 
he is but a man, it increases his strength and secu- 
rity. The independence of other monarchs may 
seem more complete, but history is full of examples 
of its precariousness ; it is the independence of an 
amputated limb. The connexion of an English king 
with his people is the connexion of a common life, 
the same constitutional current running through the 
veins of all, a communion of feelings and necessi- 
ties, which, if it compel the king to take a share in 
the anxieties of the people, returns it largely by 
compelling the people to take a vital interest in the 
honour and safety of the king. Placed by the law at 
the head of the commonwealth, he excites and enjoys 
the most remote circulation of its fame, wealdi, and 
freedom; he is the hijp:hest and noblest organ of 
public sensation, but, for every impulse wMch he 
communicates, he receives vigour in return. " ,AgitcU 
molem^ magnoque se corpore tniscetJ" 

No sovereign of England was ever more a mo- 
narch, in this sense of public care, than George the 
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Third: he was altogether a creature of the common* 
wealth ; his personal choice appointed his ministers, 
he sat in their councils, all their proceedings came 
finder his revision; he knew nothing of favouritism 
nor party ; and indulging a natural and generous in- 
terest in Che fortunes of his friends to the last, he 
threw off with his boyhood the predilections of the 
boy, and thenceforth suffered no personal feelings 
to impede the business of the country. 

The king's qualities were subjected to three stem 
successive tests, each exhibiting him in a different 
point of view, and each rising above the other in 
difficulty. He was thus tried as an individuad!, as 
an English monarch, and as the head of the £aro- 
|)ean confederacy of thi'ones. 

In the early part of his reign, the royal person was 
the first object of attack. All parties professed 
themselves alike zealous for the constitution, but 
the haters of govenunent struck at the sitter on the 
throne. Ministers rose and fell too rapidly to make 
them a sufficient mark ; the libel which would have 
been wasted upon those shadows, was levelled at 
the master who summoned them; and the manli- 
ness with which the king stood forward to take upon 
himself the responsibility of government, exposed 
him to every shaft pf malice^ disappointment, and 
revenge. 

But assaflants like those are bom to perish ; and 
the name of Wilkes alone survives, preserved, doubts 
less, by the real services which he involuntarily ren* 
dered to the constitution. Wilkes would have been 
:a courtier by inclination, if he had not been a demap> 
gogue by necessity. Witty, subtle, and Hcentioue, 
he woidd have glittered as an appendage to the court 
^f Charles the Second; but the severe virtues of 
Oeorge the Third drove him to the populace. Yet 
he was altogether different from those who have 
mnoe influenced the multitude. He had no natural 
i^yitation to the mob; if he subnutled to theif cttt^ 
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tact, it was, like Coriolanus, for their "voices ;" it 
waa to be carried by them in triuinph, that he conde- 
scendedl to trust himself in their hands. His object 
was less to overthrow the higher ranks, than to force 
his way among them; less to raise an unknown 
name by flinging his firebrand into the temple of the 
constitution, than to menace government until it 

gurchased off the incendiary; he had no internecine 
atred of all that was above him in genius, birth, or 
fortune. 

But, culprit as he was, there was grave occasion 
for him at the time. All power loves increase; ai^ 
arbitrary spirit was creeping on the constitution; 
that spirit which, like the toad at the ear of our first 
parents, is content to come in the meanest shape, 
but which contains within itself the powers of a 
giant armed. The prerogative which had been 
wrested from the throne was usurped by the minis- 
ter, and a secretary of state's warrant differed from 
a lettre de cachet only in name. While those com- 
mittals were valid, no man was secure ; and liberty 
must either have perished, or been restored by the 
desperate remedy of a revolution. Wilkes fought 
this battle at his own risk, for the country ; and, 
selfish as his patriotism was, the service deserves 
not to be forgotten; 

But, from wis crisis the king came out unstained. 
Neither the crime nor the resistance was his. And 
in that calmer hour which, soon or late, comes to 
all men, Wilkes, satisfied and old, and with leisure 
to repent of faction, was in the habit of offering a 
ready homage to the virtues and sincerity of the 
king. 

After a few years the king was summoned to war 
by the revolt of America. /.The success of that re- 
volt cannot j ustify it. • If the colonies were oppressed, 
the oppression was retracted, and they were offered 
even more than they had ever asked.* But their ob- 
ject had speedily grown, from relief into rebellion, 

• See Note TV.—Page 413. 
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and from alliance into independence ; eTentuelly, a 
fortunate result for Englanc^ which might have seen 
the constitution overthrown by the weight of Ame- 
rican patronage. 

We are not to judge of the wisdom that undertook 
the war« by its conduct in inferior hands. But the 
contest was altogether new, and fitted to be the dis- 
grace of political and military calcidation, the " op^ 
probrium regalis medieina.^ The tactics of a pea- 
sant war were an unsolved problem in the science. 
The strength of army against army might be calcu- 
lated; but where was the arithmetic for the wilder- 
ness, for the swamp, the impenetraUe forest, and 
the malignant sky ? But, whue the struggle was in 
suspense, a new antagonist appeared. France, in 
short-sighted jealousy of England, broke her trea- 
ties, and ranged herself on the enemy's side; ty« 
ranny and democracy formed that singular alliance 
which was so fiercely repaid on the french throne. 
But the war was concluded. The king's duty had 
been done« he was not to see tamely the dismem- 
berment of his emjMre. When the transaction was 
complete, the same duty made him acquiesce in the 
fate of battle. 

Yet, this partial reverse was suddenly and magni- 
ficently compensated to England by her triumphs 
over France and Spain. The defeats of the enemy's 
fleets were memorable ; and the thunders of her vic- 
tory had scarcely died on the Atlantic, when they 
were echoed back from the battlements of Gibraltar. 
The spot upon her fame was but a^ spot upon the 
sun, visible for a moment, and then burning into ten* 
fold glory. 

llie final and the heaviest trial was at hand, llie 
middle of the eighteenth century had eid^bited phe« 
nomena from which the most inexperienced glance 
augured that some extraordinary chfuige was at hand. 
The public mind wore nothing of the old contented 
fhytuogDomy of the fifty y«ars before: the period 
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be^an with bold doidits and giddy conchisions ; every 
topic that had once been approached with sacred T&* 
spect, was treated with increasing familiarity and 
scorn } skepticism in religion, law^ and government 
became the distinction of the popular leaders; po- 
pular opinion was the idoly and its ministers were 
ambition, rashness, passion^ and vengeance. 

The treachery of the French government had re- 
coiled upon itself; while it haughtily looked forward 
to the downfall of England, it found France wrapped 
in sudden conflagration* The armyf returning from 
America, had brought the fire at the point of their 
swords. The popular impulse was instantly given, 
and it was irresistible. France had always been a 
licentious country, but her vices had been chiefly 
among the opulent and high-born^ and as their num- 
bers bore no proportion to the multitude whom the 
necessary labours of life kept pm«, the higher turpi- 
tude floated on in its own region, and threw scarcely 
more than the shadow of a passing cloud below. 

But now a fearful change was observed among the 
people : the luxurious and fantastic vice of ihe no- 
oles was overwhelmed in the rude and fierce crimi- 
nality of the multitude. The sneers of the refined 
infidel, dispensing his polished witticisms in the sa- 
loons of nobles and prmces, were lost in the roar of 
the furious sons or carnage in the streets^ The 
priest, the noble, and the sovereign together paid the 
penalty of neglecting the education of the national 
mind. The storm descended upon them, they felt 
bewildered alike, and blindly cast themselves into 
the hands of their executioners. And tliis blindness 
and astonishment were not limited to the efieminate 
dependants on the court, or the feeble and indolent 
possessors of the high offices of the church. 

The force of the multitude was an unknown ele- 
ment, a new-created form of evil, that terrified even 
those who had been most instrumental in calling 
it upon the earth. Miiubeau and the leaders of the 
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national assembly were the first to be startled at 
their own work, and fly in alarm from its uncalcu- 
lated and terrible energies. , They had thought that 
they might play on the monarch's weakness in safety, 
by pointing to the volcano at a distance ; they sud- 
denly felt the whole soil volcanic, and blazing up 
under their feet. Like the Italian poison-makers, 
tiie mask had no socmer dropped ofl; than they felt 
. themselves paralyzed and dying over the fumes of 
their own crucible. There can be no doubt that 
those leaders, some of whom were honest, and many 
able, were utterly unacquainted with the tremendous 
influence which resides in the roused passions of the 
people. With Mirabeau and his immediate faction, 
the whole was selfishness and charlatanism; their 
magic was for its lucre; and when they brought 
their deluded king, like Saul of old, to kneel in their 
cavern and solicit their oracle, they meditated only 
some new jugglery. But a mightier power was 
there : they saw their fictitious summons answered 
by a terrible reality, a vast and uncircumscribed ap- 
parition rising before them, uttering words over 
which they had no control, and declliring to their 
infatuated king that his day was done, his throne 
rent away» and his blood given to his enemies I 
Then they were overwhelmed with the conscious- 
ness of what they had done ; they sank at the feet 
of their victim, and, with vain remorse, implored his 
forgiveness for their guilt and his ruin. 

If the example of France were not followed in 
this country, and if England, first enduring the hos- 
tility, afterward became the protectress, of Europe, 
a large portion of the merit must be attributed to the 
king's individual character. He stooped to no base- 
ness, personal or political ; he preserved the tone of 
public morals in its highest state ; he observed the 
forms and worshipped the spirit of religion; he was 
a faithful husband, a fond father, and a patriot 
king. On those qualities he laid the foundations of 
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his throne, and for those we honour kim in his 
grave. 

The restrictionB on the regency expired in 1812, 
and the party under Lords Grey and Grenville confi- 
dently expected to be recalled to office ; but a clearer 
view would have shown them that they had lost all 
influence on the prmce^s mind. If the regent's friend- 
sWp were to be meir dependence, it had nearly passed 
away with the death of Fox; if similarity of politi- 
cal opinion, — ^the prince, like other men, had seen the 
rashness of his early conceptions chastised by time, 
and he also must have found it difficult to compre- 
hend a system of pohtical faith compounded of tenets 
so long opposed as those of Lords Grey and Gren- 
ville ; if political wisctom, — ^the events of every year 
since their dismissal had thrown their predictions 
into condign disgrace. Upon this last point, public 
opinion alone would have compelled the prince to 
reject them. 

On the first failures of the Spanish war, they had 
become determined prophets of ill. At the com- 
mencement of every campaign, they pronounced that 
it mutt end in disaster ; and when it ended in victory, 
they pronounced that in disaster the next must be- 
gin, they saw nothing in the most gallant suc- 
cesses but a waste of national blood, an extravagant 
flourish of military vanity, a vulgar gladiatorship. In 
every trivial reverse they discovered inextricable ruin- 
Such are the humiliating necessities of party. It 
cannot <ifford to be honest. There was, perhaps, 
not an individual in opposition at that time, who, if 
his real sentiments were to be spoKcn, wouid not 
have given the fullest praise to the conduct of the 
peninsular war, have rejoiced in its noble opportunity 
of restoring the brightness of the British arms, and 
have exulted with natural feeling in the true British 
effort to crush a tyrant, and restore a brave people 
to the possession of their soil. But opposition was 
Aa 
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destined to give a full display of tbe fetters that 
party rivets upon its slaves. Victory followed vic- 
tory, alike of the highest importance and the most 
unquestionable kind : opposition was still urged by 
Its fate, and raised its expiring voice to depreciate 
those successes. The empire was in a tumult of ex- 
ultation at its triumphs : opposition, shrunk into its 
eomer, saw nothing but visions of ruin; and conti- 
nued, pitching its rebel tones at one time to the fu- 
neral song of the country, and at another to the Jo 
jxBCM of Napoleon. 

Some of its orators put up their prayers that the 
French marshals would have mercy enough- on the 
British army to let it escape to the seaside ; others 
declared that they should consider a repetition of 
the Closterseven convention, or the surrender at Sa- 
ratoga, a happy alternative for the horrors of a 
French pursuit. One patriot distinguished himself 
by sa3ring, that *' for all national purposes, the sol- 
diers might as well be shot in St. James's Park.^' 
But, if the scale sank which bore the honours of 
England, the glory of the enemy kicked the beam. 
Napoleon was pronounced, not simply the first of 
mortals, but something more than mortal : he was 
termed ** the child of providence— the man of des- 
tiny—the unconquerable — ^the inscrutable," — with 
no unfrequent intimations, that resistance to his will 
might involve the repugnants in impiety as well b» 
rashness and folly. StiU, the rashness was returned 
by victories, and the impiety left the thunders to 
sleep ; the nation persevered in defeating the uncon- 
querable, and detecting the inscrutable, untU their 
common sense revolted against the endurance of this 
absurdity; and opposition was forced to be silent at 
last, and wait for the contingencies that, like the 
Turkish providence, have especial care for the halt, 
the lunatic, and the blind. 

1812. — The administration formed by the king. 
with Mr. Perceval at its head, had conducted public 
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af&irswith snch obvious advantage during the year, 
that the nation would have regarded its loss as a g&- 
neral injury. But the prince, on the commencement 
of the unrestricted regency, influenced by a desire 
to combine the whole legislature in the struggle 
against the common enemy, made an offer of em- 
ployment to opposition in union with the Perceval 
ministry. His sentiments were expressed in this let- 
ter to the Duke of York. 

**Mt dcarest B.ROTHEit, — As the restrictions on the 
exercise of the royal authority will shortly expire, 
when I must make my arrangements for the future 
administration of the powers with which I am in- 
vested, I think it right to communicate those senti- 
ments which I was witliheld from expressing, at an 
earlier period of the session, by my warmest desire 
that the expected motion on the affairs of Ireland 
might undergo the deliberate discussion of parliament 
unmixed with any other consideration. 

** I think it hardly necessary to call your recollec- 
tion to the recent circumstances under which I as- 
sumed the authority delegated me by pailiament. 
At a moment of unexampled (Mfliculty and danger 
I was called upon to make a selection of persons to 
whom I should intrust the functions of the execu- 
tive government. My sense of duty to our royal fa- 
ther solely decided that choice ; and every private 
feeling gave way to considerations which admitted 
of no doubt or hesitation. 

•* I trust I acted in that respect as the genuine re- 
preseBtative of the august person whose functions I 
was appointed to discharge ; and I have the satisfac- 
tion of knowing, that such was the opinion of per- 
sons for whose judgment «nd honourable feelings I 
entertain the highest respect. In various instances, 
as you well know, where the law of the last ses- 
sion left me at full liberty, I waived any personal 
giatification in order that his n^jesty mignt resume, 
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on his restoratioa to health, eveiy power and prero- 
gative belonging^ to the crown. I certainly am the 
last person to whom it can be permitted to desipair 
of our royal father's recovery. A new era is now 
arrived, and I cannot but reflect with satisfaction on 
the events which have distinguished the short period 
of my restricted regency. Instead of suffering in 
the loss of her possessions, by the gigantic force 
which has been employed against them, Greal Britain 
has added most important acquisitions to her empire. 
The national faith has been preserved inviolable to* 
wards our allies ; and if character is strength^ as ap* 
plied to a nation^ the increased and increasing repu- 
tation of his majesty's arms will show to the nations 
of the continent, how much they may achieve when 
animated by a glorious spirit of resistance to a fo» 
reign yoke. In the critical situation of the war in 
the peninsula, I shall be most anxious to avoid any 
measure which can lead my allies to. suppose that I 
mean to depart from the present system* Pereeve* 
ranee alone can achieve the great object in question ; 
and I cannot withhold my approbation from those 
who have honourably distinguished themselves in 
support of it. I have no predilections to indulge- 
no resentments to gratify — ^no objects to attain, but 
such as are common to the whole empire. If such 
is the leading prmciple of my conductr-and I can 
appeal to the past as evidence of what the fhture wiH 
be^I flatter myself I shall meet with the support of 
parliament, and of a candid and enlightenea nation. 
Having made this communication of my sentiments 
in this new and extraordinary crisis of our affairs, 
I cannot conclude without expressing the gratiflMsa* 
tion I should feel, if some of those persons with 
whom the early habits of my public life were formed, 
would strengthen my hanas, and constitute a part 
of my government. With such support, and aided 
by a vigorous and united administration, formed on 
the most liberal basis, I shall look with additional 
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confidence to a prosperous issue of the most arduous 
contest in which Great Britain was ever engaged. 
VoxL are authorized to communicate those sentiments 
to Lord Grey, who, I have no doubt, will make them 
known to Lord GrenviUe. 

** I am always, my dearest Frederick, 
*• Your ever affectionate brother. 



(Signed) "GEORGE P. R." 
Feb. 



« Carlton House, Feb. 13, 1812. 

** P.S. — ^I shall send a copy of this letter imme- 
diately to Mr. Perceval.^' 

Mr. Perceval had led the attack which displaced 
the coalition ministry. To join him, and be aJso 
his subordinates, woidd have had all the shame of a 
third coalition, without the profit. The proposal was 
declined; and the nation proceeded, unconscious of 
its loss. In 1811, Portugal had been completely 
cleared of the enemy. In 1812, the great battle of 
Salamanca gave a proof that the British troops 
eoidd be superior to the enemy in tactics as weH as 
iavalour,—-that they were "a manoeuvring army;" 
Madrid was freed from the usurping king, and the 
French supremacy in Spain approached its end. 

But while Mr. Perceval was thus prosperously 
directing the affairs of the empire, the hand of an 
assassin put an ^id to his blameless and active life. 
On the evening of the 11th of May, as he was pass- 
ing through the lobby of the house of commons, a 
man, who had ^neviously placed himself in the re- 
cess of the doorway, fired a pistol into his bosom. 
The ball entered his heart; he uttered but the words, 
"I'm murdered,^ tottered forwards a few steps, and 
fell into the arms of some persons who had rushed 
to Ms assistance. He was carried into the room of 
the speaker's secretary, while medical aid was sent 
for. But all was hopeless; he died within a few 
minutes. The atrocious act was so instantaneous^ 
AaS 
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that the anassm was not observed for some time ; 
he had retired calmly towards a bench, and was 
looking at the scene of confusion when he was 
seized. He made no attempt either to escape or re- 
sist, but merely said, " I am the unhappy man f^ and 
surrendered himself to the members, who, on hear- 
ing the shot* had crowded into the lobby. He was, 
of course, conumtted to Newgate and brought to 
trial. 

His conduct in this fatal transaction was a melan- 
choly proof of the delusions to which a mind even 
of some intelligence may be exposed by a violent 
temper. He told his story with the simplicity of 
perfect innocence. He was an Englishman, residing 
tor some years as a merchant at Archangel. Be- 
coming bankrupt, and conceiving himself aggrieved 
by the Russian government, he had applied to the 
British ambassador for redress ; but he having none 
to give, Bellingham determined to shoot him for 
what he pronounced his negligence. The ambassa- 
dor escaped by being recalled, and Bellingham fol- 
lowed him to London,— to " shoot him there." Still 
this obuoxious officer escaped; and the broken mer- 
chant sent in a s^^cession of memorials to the mi- 
nisters. He was at last informed, that they had no 
means of procuring retribution from the Russian go- 
vernment ; and he ^ made up his mind to shoot the 
first minister who came in his way." He had spent 
the day walking about London ; and when the hour 
:approaehed at which the business of the house of 
commons usually begins, had staticmed lumself at the 
lobby door, with a case of pistols in his pocket* He 
added, that '* having no personal hostility to Mr. Per- 
cevai* he would have preferred shooting tibie ambas- 
sador ; but that, as the matter turned out, he v^ras 
satisfied that he had only done his duty, and," piacing 
his hand on his heart, " his justification was there,** 
He was forty-two years of age, of a pale, intelligent 
c&mXemxic^ and with the look of af eotlemanu 0a 
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Ms trial, an attempt vas made by his counsel to prove 
him insane ; but he made no pretence of that nature, 
was found guilty, persisted to the last in asserting 
that he was justified in the murder, and died, frigid 
and fearless, a reasoning madman. 

The prince regent, who was deeply shocked by the 
death of the minister, expressed his sense t)f the mis- 
fortune, by sending down a message to the house the 
day after, condoling with them on the general loss, 
and proposing an annuity for Mrs. Perceval and her 
children. The house voted four thousand pounds 
a-year for the widow's life, with the evident intention 
of her applying this munificent provision to the sup- 
port of her children. But the grant would have been 
more wisely worded if it had been limited to her 
widowhood ; for, to the surprise of the country, the 
lady, thus amply dowered, solaced herself without 
loss of time in a second marriage, and gave a lesson 
to the house for their future dealings with the wearers 
of weeds. 

The premiership had now returned to the hands 
of the regent ; and the Marquis Wellesley was com- 
missioned to form an administration. Lords Grey 
and Grenville, as the heads of the whigs, were ap- 
plied to ; but the old fate of the party clung to them 
still. No combination of grave men ever possessed 
in such perfection the art of turning all their measures 
into the shape of absurdity. They loudly declared 
that a whig administration was essential to the 
country, and then declared that no whig administra- 
tion should be formed unless they had possession 
of the whole royal patronage. The regent wished 
to retain the officers of the household : the whigs pro- 
tested that they would not stir hand nor foot, unless 
their terms for *• saving their country" were instantly 
granted, and the household given as the first depo- 
site. Without wandering through the whole laby- 
rinth of an intrigue at once ridici3ous and contempt- 
ible^ it is enough to say, that the cabal met their 
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ttamal destiny. They were defeated, sent back igno- 
miniously to the opposition benches, and left to 
meditate on the wisdom of asking too much, and 
losing all. • 

What was to be thought of the patriotism of men 
who, on their own showing, would postpone the pre- 
servation of the empire to the low cupidity or child* 
ish vanity of .making chamberlains and vice-cham- 
berlains, — ^those titled valets and embroidered me- 
nials, obsolete fragments of the obsolete times of 
parade, that encumber courts, and equally fatigue the 
eye of king and people 1 Their phrase of ^ riding 
rough-shod through Carlton House," too, had not been 
lost upon the regent,^nd he must have shrunk from 
such grasping claimants for the price of rescuing 
empires from ruin. But their defeat was directly 
the work of Sheridan. In all the misfortunes of that 
extraordinary man, there still survived some of that 
warm-heartedness which had early distinguished him 
from his party. His inevitable consciousness of his 
own great talents made him look with scorn on the 
sullen hauteur, and cold and frowning severity round 
him, — ^those intrenchments which pretension throws 
up against the approach of real ability. His con- 
nexion with Fox was one of personal fondness, and 
natural admiration ; but with the death of that emi- 
nent individual, whose amenity of manners could 
alone popularize the whig peerage, Sheridan's attach- 
ment perished ; and he thenceforth suffered himself 
less to be led than dragged along by the obligations 
of party. The volunteer spirit was gone, and if he 
appeared on the muster, or went into the field, it was 
simply to avoid the stigma of desertion. 

He had long been personally attached to the pnnce, 
to whom he observes, in a oorresi>ondence on the 
changes of ministry, *' Junius said, in a public letter 
of his addressed to your royal father, ' tiie fate which 
made you a king forbade your having a friend.' I 
deny his proposition as a general maxim. I am 
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confident that your royal higkness possesses quali- 
ties to win and secure to you the attachment and de< 
votion of private friendslup, in spite of your being a 
sovereign."* He felt for the situation in which the 
regent must find himself, with masters, who had 
exhibited such a disposition to have all, even before 
they c^uld call themselves servants. On a similar 
attempt, the year before, he had let loose the following 
lines, in imitation of Rochester's to Charles : — 

i^DDRESS TO THE FBISCE. 

In all hmidlity we ernTe, 
Onr ftegent may become oar alave; 
And being so, we trust that be 
Will tbaiu Qa fbr om loyalry. 
Then, if lie*Il help us to pull down 
Hia (ither'a dignity and crown, 
Well make him, in tome time to eomef 
The greatest prince in ChristendoiTi. 

The demand of the household was so obviously m 
the spirit of political extortion, that all the prince's 
immei^ate friends were indignant against it. '* You 
shall never part with one of them^" was the chivalric 
declaration of the Marquis of Hastings. Sheridan 
took an equally characteristic way, and which, by 
its very form, he clearly intended to cover the whole 
transaction with ridicule. The household, as a mat- 
ter of etiquette, had offered their resignations ; and 
Sheridan, armed with this intelligence, went out to 
take his daily walk in St. JamesVstreet. Some ru-> 
mour of it had transpired, and Mr. Tierney, then 
high in the whig councils, stopped him, and asked 
whether the news were true. "What will you 
bet that it is ?" said Sheridan, " for / will bet any 
man five hundred guineas that it is not^ The con* 
versation was carried without delay to the party. 
Tlie hook was completely swallowed. The treaty 
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was broken off, and when the eyes of those noble 
persons were at last opened, they found that they 
had been repulsed by an imaginary obstacle, and out- 
witted by a wager, and even a fictitious wager ! 

Their next intelligence was of a more solid kind. 
The Earl of Liverpool stated in the house of lords 
thai the prince regent had appointed him first lord 
of Uie treasury.* 



CHAPTER XVI. 

The Britisk Empire. 

Aram ten years of solitude and mental prhration, 
the good king, George the Third, was called firom 
the world.t His last hours were without pain» and, 
fortunately, without a return of that understanding 
which could have shown him only the long state of 
suffering in which he had lain. His deam exsited 
universal sympathy, and the day on which his ho- 
noured remains were committed to the grave, was 
observed with unfeigned reverence and sorrow 
throughout his empire. 

The prince regent was now summoned to his in* 
heritance, and George the Fourth was enthroned 
king of Englandithe noblest dominion that the sun 
looks upon ! ^ '» y ^^ i / .^^ 

The immense magnitude of the Roman empire 
might well have justified the Roman pride. It co- 
vered a million ana a half of square miles of the finest 
portion of the globe. Stretching three thousand 
miles, firom the Atlantic to the Euphrates ; and two 
thousand miles, from the northern borders of Dacia 
to the tropic of Cancer; it was the seat of all the 
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choicest fertility, beauty and wealth, of the world. 
Imagination sinks under the idea of this prodigious 
power in the hands of a single nation, and that na- 
tion in the hands of a single man. 

It might be difficult, on human grounds, to discover 
the ultimate causes of this mighty donative of supre- 
macy to an Italian peninsula. But in the govern- 
ment of the Great Disposer of events nothing is done 
without a reason, and that the wisest reason. The 
reduction of so vast a portion of the earth under 
one sceptre was among the providential means of 
extending Christianity. The easier intercourse, the 
similarity of law, the more complete security of life 
and property, the general pacification of nations, 
which, under separate authority, would have filled 
the earth with blood, — all the results of melting 
down the scattered diadems of Europe and Asia into 
one, — palpably corresponded with the purpose of pro- 
pagating the last and greatest revelation. 

This purpose of the Roman empire accounts for 
its sudden breaking up, and the absence of all proba- 
bility that it will ever have a successor. When 
Christianity was once firmly fixed, the use of this 
superi) accumulation of power was at an end. None 
like itself shall follow it, because its use cannot re 
turn. Society has been, for the wisest purposes, re- 
duced into fragments; and the peaceful rivalry of 
nations in arts and civilization is to accomplish that 
illustrious progress, which, under the pressure of a 
vast, uniform dominion, must have been looked for 
in vain. 

But another paramount dominion was yet to be 
createdpef a totally different nature ; less compact, 
yet not less permanent; less directly wearing the 
shape of authority, yet perhaps still more irresistible ; 
and in extent throwing the power of Rome out of 
all comparison^the British empire. Its sceptre is 
Influence.— The old policy brought fdrce into the 
field against force ; it tore down the opposing king 
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doms by main strength ; it chained to the ipround the 
neck of the barbarian, whom it had first (Sseonafited 
bySlhe sword. This was the rude discipline of 
timek when the sternness of savage hilman .nature 
was vo be tamed only by the dexterous and resolute 
sternness of civilization. But a nobler and more 
softened state of our being has followed^ and for it a 
more lofty and humane discipline has been provi- 
dentially given- 
England is now the actual governor of the earth ; 
if true donunion is to be found in bein^; the common 
source of appeal in all the injuries a»l conflicts of 
rival nations, the common succour against the ca- 
j lamities of nature, the great ally which every power 
threatened with war labours first to secure or to ap- 
pease, the centre on which is suspended .the peace 
\ of nations, the defender of the wrong^ed, and, lushest 
i praise of all, the acknowledged origin and example 
f to which every rising nation looks for laws and con- 
stitution ! For whose opulence and enjoyment are 
the ends of the earth labouring at this hour ? For 

(whom does the Polish peasant run his plough through 
the ground 1 For whom does the American, with 
half a world between, hunt down his cattle, or plant 
his cotton? For whom does the Chinese gather in* 
, his teas, or the Brazilian his gold and precious 
; stones ? England is before the eyes of all. To 
I whose market does every merchant of the remotest 
' corners of the world look ? To whose cabinet does 
every power, from America to India, turn with an 
interest surpassing all other? Whose public feeling 
does every people, struyggling to raise itself in the 
: rank of nations, supplicate ? The answer is sng- 
Igested at once, — England's, At this hour, a British 
I cannon fired would be the signal for plunging every 
kingdom of Europe into war.- — . ?ev.JU#^v^ . 

This sovereignty contains all the'essentials oT the 
old dominion without its evils. It is enr{»re, without 
the charges, the hazards, the profligacy, and the 
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tyxaany of empife. Nothing but de^tism coiild 
livre kept together the mass of the Roman state. 
Tl» nature of its paits was impulsion, and the,coni« 
mon band a chain of iron. The supremacy of £ng« 
land is of a more elevated kind, the supremacy of a 
magmficent central luminary, round which all the 
rest rerolve, urged by impulses suitable to their 
Tariofas frames, and following their common course 
with a lieeling that it is the course of nature. 

If we glance at British India, we shall find it the 
most important foreign possession ever ruled by an 
European powerr The Spanish colonies in South 
Am^ea wcte more elusive, but they were, in a 
boundless proportion, wilderness — ^regions of forest, 
swamp, and sand* In the peninsula of Hindostan, 
England governs an immense realm of extraordinary 
fertility; for the chief part, crowded with popula- 
tion, and the ancient seat of wealth to the world* 
By a gradual progress of combined policy and 
conquest, she has advanced from a factory to an 
emittre* 

Of all revolutions of power, this was the happiest 
for India. No cocmtry of earth had been, from the 
Wliart periods of atithentic history, so habitually 
the object of invasion and plunder. Its wealth, its 
diversity of government, and the harmless and un- 
Warlike habits of its people, at once excited the cupi* 
dity and encouraged the violence of all the barbarian 
tribes of Asia* From the days of Alexander India 
was overflowed by the resistless depredations of Tar^^ 
tar and Turcoman, on east, north, and west ; the early 
Peniian^ the Saracens under Mahomet's generals and 
successors, the Mogul under Zingis and Tamerlane, 
the Persian a^:ain und^ Nadir Shah. While the 
Western empire was sinking under the perpetual 
influx of the Scythian tribes, the same scene was 
gotngonintheEast; but with the distinction that 
the Italian invader became a settler on the soil, and, 
graxliially» a bulwark agginst invasion* The Indian 
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invader came like the locust, and went like the 
locust, to return at the moment when the first vege- 
tation sprang out of the withered and cankered soil. 
The dynasties too that rose in India from the blood 
of the Mahometan conquerors, inherited the savage 
and predatory spirit of their race, and ev^ throne 
was exposed to perpetual violence. Into the midst 
of this chaos the power of England came like a 
mighty minister of good;- her srjrstem of mediation 
assuaged the wrath of barharians, who till then 
had never thought of delaying their vengeance ; and 
the fear of the irresistible English arms coerced the 
furious, and protected the peaceable, even where an 
English soldier had never planted his foot. But the 
territory in actual possession of the English was 
proverbial for its tranquillity. The land which had 
seen an invader every dozen years,aiid been tunied 
into a howling wilderness by those most merciless of 
all inflictions, has never seen a hostile face since the 
days of Hyder Ali. 

Cavils are easily made against all things human. 
There must bewealgiesses and deficiencies in all 
great establishments ; but it would be ungenerous and 
untrue to deny, that the principles of our govern- 
ment in the East are conformable to the manliness, 
benevolence, and integrity of the British character. 
Our labours have, been directed to the security of 
property, to the inculcation of honesty and generous 
feeling in the public functicmaries, to the sanctity of 
moral obligation, and to the introduction of a purer 
judicial code. Those are the highest benefits ftat 
nation can confer on nation. And, for those, what 
do we receive in return 1 — ^power, undoubtedly, but 
wealth none. The Indian treasury scarcely pays the 
various expenditures of its administration. Unlike 
the other masters of that noble country, we extract 
nothing from the miseries of the people. Our reve- 
nues are refunded to the soil from which they are 
drawn. The only income of the India Company 
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arises ttom commerce, and the only pioductiiw com^ 
merce is with China. 

But the expiration of the Company's charter will 
give a new existence to our intercourse. The strange 
and discordant principles which must belong to a 
government mixed of civil and commercial control, 
with a litigated sceptre, one half in the hands of 
ministers, and the othei; half in the hands of a mer« 
cantile committee, will he extinguished, and the In- 
dian peninsula enjoy the full benefits of her fertility 
and her situation, unencumbered by the restraints of 
an essentially jealous monopoly. Already an ex- 
tension of her trade to the various ports of England 
has \>een attended with opulent returns. Industry 
has been excited in India, and enterprise in England : 
when both shall be ripe for the total freedom of com- 
merce, the benefits to both may be beyond calculation. 

A great eastern region has been, within these few 
years, opened to us. The archipelago that spreads 
almost jfrom Ceylon to Japan, the most various, fer- 
tile, and lovely ^xfiiae of islands on the face of the 
globe, the native country of all the richest products, 
the sugar-cane, and .the spices, is now traversed by 
OUT vigorous adventure. The brilliant experiment 
of a free trade has been made among those islands, 
and its effect has been to create a most prosperous 
and powerful settlement in seas hitherto swept by 
pirates. British capital is rapidly flowing to this 
fortunate spot ; the trade of China and iQdia is rush- 
ing down to it in increasing streams ; and its found- 
ers may yet be reckoned among the founders of some 
vast and benevolent empire, some magnificent east- 
em Carthage, without its criminal ambition, and 
safe from its faU ; a noble imbodying of that com- 
mercial Uberalitv and public honour which Eng- 
land alone could offer to eastern eyes, and which 
is at once the sign of her strength, and the seciuity . 
of her dominion. '* 

Even in Africa, later years have made some easual 
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advances, which may be scraiigthened into rabstantial 
progress. Our settlements at its southern piomon-' 
torv are still feeble, and struggling with unexpected 
ana difficult anomalies of climate ; dioHghts of three 
years thatbumup all cultivation, followed by torrents 
of a single ^^* ^hat fiweep away the kurvest and 
the cultivator. But where English industry has 
<Hice i^anted its step, it has seldom receded. The 
extravagant hopes of the first settters have, by' this 
time, been subdued into, a fair estimate of their 
situation. They have fixed their standard and it 
will never be plucked up. Larger examination of 
the country ha» found oat districts more suseeptihle 
of secure cultivation; and we shall, before many 
years are passed, hear no more of Hottentot inva* 
aions, the ravage* of wild beasts, or the >stiA>bormiess 
of the seasons. To those will succeed the vigotous 
fruits of English society,, wise laws, active experi- 
ments on the capabilities of the country, commercial 
efforts, and the use of those adtnirable inventions by 
^^ch the powers of nature are made tlie servants 
of man. They have already in the settlements at 
the Gape, the mail-coach, the steam-engine, and the 
g^lignt;— ten years ago, they had the naked baiba-> 
rian, tlie lion, and the wilderness. 

On the western side, too, of this sifllen continent 
our late discoveries give some hope of secure and 

groductive knowledge. Denham and Clappert<m 
ave made their country acquainted with Ihtocen* 
tral region of Africa. They have found it compa- 
ratively temperate, though under the line ; compa- 
ratively civihzed, though scarcely knowing the name 
of Europe ; and fertile to an extraordinary degree. 
To gain a commercial route to this country is now 
the most interesting problem : a part of its teiritory 
reaches to within a fortnight's Journey of the coast of 
.Benin. The great rivers run towards tha Gulf 
of' Benin; and it is presumed that the Niger, so long 
a subject of eager inquiry in its source, its direction. 
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and its mookh, empties itself into this gulf. If a na- 
vigation into the interior can be found, important re- 
sults may be looked for. Commercial advantages 
must be among the more immediate consequences; 
and the land of gold and ivoiy, gums, and perhaps 
of other valuable products, must be thrown open to 
England. But higher objects of general utility and 
honourable benevolence may be in reserve. The dif- 
fusion of the arts ^d knowledge of Europe among 
i people not yet perverted by ine atrocities of the 
slave-trade, a better system of morality, the spirit 
of law, and of Christianity, would be the gif|s of 
British intercourse : a vast, multitude of the human 
race would be elevated in their rank as social be- 
ings. The steam-navigation, which seems to have 
b^n almost especially designed for the use of 
penetrating the great solid continents, would leave 
no recess of the whole region of central Africa 
unexplored. 

Passing down to the east and south of the Indian 
isles, we come to a fifth continent, New-Holland, 
stretching nearly thirty degrees from north to south, 
and near^ thirty-five from east to west ! Here dis- 
covery has yet advanced only far enough to know 
that its interior contains but a few half-naked sa- 
vages, and that an immense portion of its soil is 
friendly to European produce. The British settle- 
ments on its eastern coast have already assumed a 
vigour and stability which place them beyond the 
hazards of early colonization : pasturage and agri- 
culture, the natural pursuits or young states, are 
giving them opulence ; a moral population is rapidly 
superseding, or civilizing, the onginal settlers ; Enff- 
lisn habits and laws are firmly planted in this bound- 
less region ; and a dominion is rising there which 
may be destined, at no long interval, to become the 
powerful and fortunate means of liberating the whole 
splendid chain of the Indian isles from the supersti* 
Bb9 
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tions, miseries, and t3rranmefi that have for M many 
ages defeated the unparalleled bounty of nature. 

An extraordinary phenomenon presented in the 
southern ocean may render our Settlements in New 
South Wales of still more eminent importance. A 
SIXTH ooNTiNKfT ts iu the very act of growing up be- 
fore our eyes! The Pacific is spotted with islands 
through the immense space of nearly fifty degrees 
of longitude, and as many of latitude. Each of 
these islands seems to be merely a central spot for 
the formatioif of coral banks, which, by a perpetual 
progress, are rising from the depths of the sea. The 
union of a few of those masses of rdck shapes itself 
into a solid circle, the seeds of plants are carried to 
it by birds or by the wates, and from the moment 
that it overtops the waters, it is covered with vege- 
tation. The new island constitutes in its turn a 
centre of growth to another circle. The great 
powers of nature are in peculiar activity In this re- 
gion; and to her tardier processes she often calls the 
assistance of the volcano and the earthquake. From 
the south of New*Zealand to the north of the Sand- 
wich Islands, the waters absolutely teem with those 
future seats of civilization. The cor^ insect, the 
diminutive builder of all those mighty piles, is un- 
ceasingly at work: the ocean is intersected with 
myriads of it^ lines of foundation ; and when the 
rocky substructure shall have finally excluded the 
sea, then will come the dominion of man. 

Passing round the southern cape of America to 
the western Atlantic, we again find the British empire, 
the chain of the West Indian islands, covering the 
whole shore of Mexico ; the noblest breakwater in 
the world, stretching through nearly twenty degrees 
of latitude, and sixteen of longitude. The ferdlity, 
peculiar productions, and commercial value of those 
islands are matters of common knowledge. But 
they have lately acquired a still higher value, as 
means of power. Until the year 1783 the whole 
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range of th^ islands had be«n contemplated in 
scarcely a more elevated point of view than as sup* 
plying the English markets with sugar and coffee. 
To t£eir west lay a vast and obscure world, known 
only as the residence of Spanish prid 3 and tyranny^ 
and of an unhappy and decaying native population, — 
a boundless extent of forest and fen, 01 ignorance 
aiid savage life, productive for no purpose of good 
to the great family of nations. 

To their north lay British America, more known* 
more vigorously forced into the service of human 
nature, more abundant in prospects of national gran* 
deur and social virtue; yet still a series of lonely 
colonies, struggling With the difficulties of situation, 
withnoVelty of cUmate, with individual poverty, and 
the general countless disabilities of men torn pain« 
fuHy from an old and highly civilized country. 

Tlie American war forced those colonies into new 
activity. The spirit and manliness which might 
have been worn out in the silent and unexciting war- 
fare with the swamp and the forest, were suddenly 
turned to the most stirring of all human purposes, 
war for popular objects. The struggle awoke the 
United States to an instantaneous and lasting dis* 
play of national energy. No pacific connexion with 
England could have placed them so suddenly in the 
rank of leading powers. War seems to be the me* 
lancholy price that every nation must pay for emi* 
nence. And the martial attitude of republican Ame* 
rica not less drew upon her the eyes of Europe, 
with an n.terest that would not have been vouch* 
safed, though her shoulders were stooping under the 
quiet wealth of the western hemisphere. • But Ame- 
rica at war with England raised the West Indies 
into direct importance. They offered the harbours, 
the magazines, and the citadels, from which the wrath 
of Britain was to be huiied against ihe rebellious 
continent. 

From Ibis period must be dated the conmcnee* 
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ment of that noble national indignation, which was 
determined to extinguish the British slave-trade. 
The more frequent intercourse of our military 
officers and public functionaries with the islands, 
brought abuses and crimes to light to which no 
public indignation had been turned, merely because 
there was no public knowledge. The Englishman, 
proceeding directly from his free country into the 
centre of the slave-cbmmunity, wa^ struck with 
horror at scenes, which, to the habitual avarice, of 
the merchant, or the habitual tyranny of the planter, 
were unmarked and natural. Tlie ceneral sensibility 
was now awakened, and from that noyr the abolition 
of the slave-trade was virtually decreed. The Bri- 
tish parliament gave 'the first deadly blow to this 
guilty traffic, and England was disburdened of a 
weight of crime. 

Since that period the keys of a still more splendid 
influence have been given to the West Indian islands. 
The French Revolution, that strove in vain to break 
up the power of Spain in Europe, utterly de8tro}red 
it in the New World. In this desperate war, which 
tasked all the powers of the mother country, she had 
no strength to retain the colonies. The storm was 
too strong on the royal ship of Spain to leave her at 
liberty to keep her dependencies in her wake. She 
was forced to cast them adrift ; and, once left to take 
their own free course, no human power could hope 
to bring them back to their old connexion. 

After a war of eleven years, Mexico and the north- 
em provinces of South America were recompensed 
for their sacrifices by freedom. Those years were 
marked by strange, and sometimes bloody, reverses. 
The Spanish officers, released from the perpetual 
and peiplexing supervision of their own court, often 
exhibited the qualities that once made Spain the 
model of European warfare. Signal instances of 
intrepidity, sagacious generalship, gallant enterprise, 
and, dtwve all, patience of hardship and privation. 
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were to be fotmd among the royal armies. But they 
were encountered, if by inferior military knowledge, 
by equal intrepidity, and by the spirit of independ- 
ence, itself equivalent to victory,. Those fine prou 
vinces are still perplexed with dissensions ; but they 
have broken their bonds for ever^ 

It is a striking and most important feature in the 
intercourse of this invaluable portion of the New 
WcHrld with England, that it promises to be wholly 
peaceM. There is no probable ground for war ; no 
mtemiediate territory to which both can cast a jea- 
lous eye, no ancient bickering, no rivalry of trade. 
The obvious interest of the republics is peace, and 
peace with England above all other nations. They 
have been led forward by her powerful hand from the 
first moment; they have been recognised in Europe 
first by her,- they have been sustained by her finance, 
they are clothed and furnished by her manufactures. 
They are now rapidly filUng with the enteronse and 
productive vigour of the English mind. In a few 
generations, unless some most disastrous and most 
unexpected event should cloud those fortunate pros- 
pects, they will be but England on a larger scale. 

BUivlhe West Indies are at once the warehouses 
from wtJidj^this opulent connexion will be supplied 
along the whole^coast of the Gulf of Mexico, and 
the fortresses by whhsh it will be defended. 

The prospects of England in this quarter are not 
yet exhausted. A still more superb vision awaits 
her commercial grandeur. In a few years the Isth- 
mus of Darien will be an isthmus no more, but the 
gate of the highway of all nations. The whole 
coast of Japan and its archipelago, hitherto so 
fiercely prohibited to European activity ; the jealous 
frontier of China ; the semi*-barbarous, yet opulent, 
states bordering the seas from Formosa to Mala3ra; 
will be inevitably thrown open. No political restraint 
can guard the immense shore of eastern and southern 
Asia, when once the passage shall be open through 
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Mexico. All the forces of all the soTeretgnties of 
the East could not repel the peipetual and powerful 
allurements that will be offered to the people by an 
unrestrained interchangfe of their produce for the 
manufactures and luxuries with which commerce 
comes full-handed. 

The present voyage from the Thames to China 
ipenerally occupies five months. The ship's course, 
u that time, from the variety of winds and other 
causes, is seldom less than nom fifteen to twenty 
thousand miles. The outfit for this immense voyage, 
the hazards of the course through difficult seas, and 
the natural slowness of the returns, have hitherto re- 
stricted the commerce of European nations with the 
eastern and southern coasts of Asia, more than all 
the follies and tyrannies of its governments. 

But, by the opening of the isthmus, the whole voy- 
age will be made almost on a parallel, and wiUi almost 
a single wind. This grea,t sea-gate once passed, 
before the navigator lies an immense expanse of 
ocean, that well deserves its name; the Pacific 
is of all seas the most unruffled. A brief period 
of storm comes at its regular season, as if merely 
to clear away the impurities of this quiet world of 
waters and its tepid atmosphere. Thenceforth all is 
calm for months together. The central zone of the 
Pacific is swept by the trade wind. All to the north 
and south is the true region for the steamboat ; that 
unequalled invention, by which a new power is given 
to science over nature, and man is made lord of the 
wind and the. tide, the storm and the calm. 

But England, sharing with all other nations in the 
advantages of this new and incalculable increase of 
the riches of the world, — or rather, taking the lead in 
this great path of opulent discovery, as she had done 
In all otheis,— 4nust derive from the West Indian 
islimds an influence altogether independent of her 
commercial enterprise. They intercept the whole 
Gulf of Mexico, and the Caribbean Sea. The gate 
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may be in fhe hands of Mexico, but the road to it is 
in tbe hands of En^^and. She could shut it up at a 
moment. Not a s^ from Europe could pass, if ^e 
prolubited it from her West Indian throne. 

Contingencies like those are deeply to be depre- 
cated. No man friendly to human nature, or to the 
supremacy of England, which is identified with ^e 
freedom, nappmeM^ and security of human nature, 
can desiie to see the woild again thrown into a state 
of hostility. But if this reluctant necessity should 
arise, here stands the citadel, from which the mis- 
tress of the seas can shake both hemispheres f 

Turning to |he north of this conitinent, the founda- 
tions of a new empire are seen in Canada. This 
region is, for all actual purposes, boundless ; stretch- 
ing as it does from Nora Scotia, in forty-four degrees 
north latitude, to the Pole ; and from Newfoundland 
to the Pacifi<^, through eighty degrees of longitude. 
If it be objected, that the Canadas are still a wddei^ 
ness, and visited with intense cold; it is justly 
answered, that their whole extent is capable of sus- 
taining life, as is shown by the residence of the 
Indian tribes, and the hunters of the Hudson's Bay 
and North-west companies ; that the most populous 
portion of Russia is twenty degrees to the north of 
the American border of Upper Canada ; that Mont- 
real lies in nearly the same parallel which cuts 
through the south of France, the Adriatic, and the 
Black Sea! And, above all, that the colomsts 
crowding to that country are Englishmen^ — a race 
proverbially successful in all the tasks to beaehfeved 
by patient vigour and fearless adventure. Those 
men require only room ; their native energies will 
do the rest. The forest will be cleared, the morass 
drained, the prairie will be a corn-field, the sandy hill 
will bear the vine ; the huge lakes, those Mediterra^ 
neans of the New World, will be covered with the 
products of the mineral and agricultural wesdth of 
die country; coal has been idready discovered in 
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groat fdrandaiiee ; iion and ihe farious metals nre 
already worked ; the hills abound in every kind of 
limestonet up to the purest marble* The climate is 
singidarly healthy. The higher latitude repels all 
the summer epidemics that ravage the United States. 
Even in the severity of its winter, all that is injurious 
will yield to tiie thinning of the forests^the drainage 
of the swamps, and the othier labours of the accu- 
mulating population. The temperature of the Eu- 
ropean climates has gradually given way to the same 
^eans. 1^ north of France, at tiie time of the 
Roman conquest, was incapable of rearing the vine. 
The. north of Germany was the habitual seat of win- 
ter. Its frosts and damps, more than the sword of 
Arminius, repelled the Roman soldier, seasoned as 
he waS) beyond all other men, to all vicissitudes of 
climate. 

But whatever may be the dreams of England's su- 
premacy in this quarter of the globe^ in one thing 
she cannot be a dreamer, — in the lofty and' cheering 
consciousness that she has laid the foundation of a 
great society, where all before was a i^ildemess. 
Whether the Canadas shall retain theit allegiance, or 
shake it off, there will, at. least, be human beings 
where once was solitude ; law, where once was the 
license of savage life ; religion, where the Indian 
once worshipped in brutish ignorance ; and England's 
will be the wand that struck the waters from the rock, 
and filled the desert with fertility, and rejoicing. 

It becomes an intei^sting question, whether this 
singular prosperity does not contain within itself the 
seeds of decline ? But we have a right to distrust 
those prophets of evil who exert their sagacity only 
in seeing the seeds of ruin in the most palmy state 
of national fortune. If all the leading commercial 
powers have fallen, England has been placed in a 
condition distinct from them all. All those states 
were exclusively commercial: they had no foundation 
in the Jand. Tyre, Carthage, Venice, Genoa* Hoi* 
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land, had no tetritoiy extensive enotigh to give Hiem 
a national existence independently of the sea : they 
were strips of territory, inhabited by men whose 
natural dwelling was on shipboard ; they had no po- 
pulation that could meet the attack of the military 
powers that pressed on them by land *, their whole 
armour was in front, their backs were naked* All 
the maritime states were thus compelled to the 
perilous expedient of employing foreign mercenaries* 
The mercantile jealousy that uniformly refused the 
ri^ts of citizenship to the neigM>ouring states, left 
the merchant helpless in his day of danger. The 
French cavalry insulted the gates of Amsterdam at 
pleasmre; the Austrians seized Genoa, and besieged 
Venice, when an Austrian cockboat dared not appear 
on the Adriatic. In older times, the mountaineers of 
Macedon tore down the battlements of the Phoenician 
cities, when their ships were masters of all from 
Syria to the Pillars of Hercules. Scipio found but 
a solitary force of mercenaries between the shore 
and the walls of Carthage. 

From the catastrophe of those small, jealous, and 
tyrannical states, what argument can be drawn to 
Ae fate of the extensive, the generous, the enlight- 
ened, and, above all, the free! 

The population of the British Isles is worthy of a 
great dominion. It probably amounts to twenty mil- 
uons ; and that immense number placed under such 
fortunate circumstances of rapid communication and 
easy concentration, as to be equal to twice the 
amount in any other kingdom. Facility of inter- 
course is one of the first principles of civilized 
strength. The rapid returns of merchandise are not 
more indicative of prosperous commerce, than the ra- 
pid intercourse of human kind is essential to national 
civilization and safety. In England, for whatever 
purpose united strength can be demanded, it is for- 
warded to the spot at once. It makes the whole land 
a fortress. If England were threatened with invasioni 
Co 
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B hundred thousand men could be conreyed to the 
defence of any point of her coasts within four-and« 
twenty hours ! 

Some common yet striking calculations evince the 
singular facility and frequency of this intercourse. 
The mail-coaches of England run over twelve thou- 
sand miles in a single night — ^half the circumference 
of the globe ! A newspaper published in the morn- 
ing in London, is, on the same day, read a hundred 
and twenty miles off! The traveller, going at 
night from London, sleeps, on the third tiight, at a 
distance of more than four hundred miles. The 
length of canal navigation in the vicinage of London 
is computed as equal to the whole can^ navigation 
of France ! 

The late combination of the railroad and steam- 
engine systems, and the almost miraculous rapidity 
of^ passage thus attained, will increase this inter- 
c(nirse in an incalculable degree. Ten years more 
of peace may cover England with railroads ; reliev- 
ing the country of the expenses of canals, highways, 
and all the present ponderous and wasteful modes of 
conveyance ; bringing the extremities of the land to- 
gether, by shortening the time of the journey from 
days to hours; and by the nature of the system, 
which offers the most powerful stimulant to the na- 
tive ingenuity of the English mind, and summons the 
artificer from the rude construction of the boat and 
the wagon, to the finest science of mechanism; 
providing, in all probability, for a succession of in- 
ventions, to which even the steam-engine may be 
but a toy. The secret of directing the balloon will 
yet be discovered : and England, adding to her do- 
minion of the land and the sea the mightier mastery 
of the air, will despise the barriers of mountain, 
desert, and ocean. 

But the most important distinction between the 
material of British strength and that of the old com- 
mercial republics, is in the diversitv of the popula- 
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tion. The land is not all a dock-yard, nor a manu- 
factory, nor a barrack, nor a ploughed field; the na- 
tional ship has a sail for every breeze. With a 
manufacturing population of three millions, we have 
a professional population, a naval population, and a 
most powerful, healthy, and superabundant agricul- 
tural population, which supplies the drain of them 
all. Of this last and most indispensable class, the 
famous commercial republics were wholly destitute, 
and they therefore fell; — ^while England has been an 
independent and ruling kingdom since 1066, a period 
already longer than the duration of the Roman em- 
pire from Caesar, and equal to its whole duration 
from the consulate. 

But if the population of our settlements be taken 
into account, the king of England, at this hour, com- 
mands a more numerous people than that of any 
other sceptre on the globe ; excepting the probably 
exaggerated, and the certainly ineffective, multitudes 
of China. He is monarch over one hundred millions 
of men ! With him the old Spanish boast is true : 
'*0n his dominions the sun never sets.'* But the 
most illustrious attribute of this unexampled empire 
is, that its principle is benevolence ! that knowledge 
goes forth with it, that t3rranny sinks before it, that 
in its magnificent progress it abates the calamities 
of nature, that it plants the desert, that it civilizes 
the savage, that it strikes off thf fetters of the slave, 
that its spirit is at once ** glory to God, and good- 
will to man. '* 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
Queen Caroline. 

No rank can expect to be free from the commcm 
Tisitations of life ; and George the Fourth, always 
nmch atts^hed to his relatives, had suffered, within 
a few years, the loss of his royal mother;* of his 
brother, the Duke of Kent,t but a week before the 
death of his father; and of his daughter, the Princess 
Cliarlotte;^ — all regretted by the nation; but the loss 
o£-the last creating an unexampled sorrow. 

The Princess Charlotte, with a spirit of independ- 
ence unusual in her rank, making her own choice, 
and marrying Prince Leopold of Saxe-Cobourg, Imd 
increased the popular affection fdr the heiress of the 
throne, by the remarkable propriety and domestic na- 
ture of her life durifig the year oC her marriage. But 
her constitution was feeble ; and when she was about 
to become a mother, it seems to have been unable to re- 
sist that perilous time. She gave birth to a stOl-bom 
child, and, in a few hours after, unhappily sank into a 
state of exhaustion, and died. The nation received 
the unexp^0ed and painful intelligence as if ev«ry 
family h^ltost a daughter and an heir. Before the 
customary orders for mourning and the other marks 
of public respect could be issued, all England exhi- 
bited the deepest signs of spontaneous homage and 
)K)rn)W. All public places were voluntarily closed; 
all eotertainments laid aside ; the churches hung 
with black by the people, and funeral sermons 
preached every where at their request : the strdfets 
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deserted; marriages suspended | journeys put off; 
the whole system of society stopped, as if it had re* 
cei 5red an irreparable blow. The English resideuus 
abroad all put on mourning ; and as the intelligence 
passed through the world, every spot where an Eng- 
ii^man was to be found, witnessed the same evi- 
dence of the sincerest national sorrow. 

If such were the loss to the people, what must it 
have been to him, who added his feelii^s as a father 
to those for the broken hope of his line ; and lament- 
ing over an innocent and fond being, dead in the 
most exulting moment of a woman's and a wife's ex- 
istence, saw before him the death-bed of two royal 
generations ! 

But he had scarcely ascended the throne when 
perplexities, if of a less painful kind, of a more lut- 
rassing one, awaited him. The Princess Caroline, 
his consort, who had long resided in Italy, announced 
her determination of returning to England, and de- 
manding the appointments and rank of queen. Her 
life abroad had given rise to the grossest imputations ; 
and her {H^esidLng at the court of England, while 
tiiiose imputations continued, would have been into- 
lerable. But the means adoptea to abate the offence 
argued a singular ignorance of human nature. If 
we must not subscribe to the poetic extravaganza, 
that 

•» Hell baa no fury like a woman ■comeijl.*' -^^ 

^ ■ .'^ 

it ought to have been remembered, that woman, 
once Ihofoughly irritated, sets no bounds to her ven- 
geance. The ^^farem quidfamina possit,"" is as old 
as human nature : yet tnis violent woman had been 
instdted by the conduct of every English function- 
ary abroad. The announcement of her approach to 
a city where an English ambassador resided, in- 
stantly threw his ei^ire microcosm into a state of 
chaos: diplomacy forswore her dances and dinners; 
Cc2 
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the wfaole acoompli«hed tribe of attcu^s were in 
dismay ; the chief functionary shut up hia doors and 
windowSf ordered post-horses, and giving himself 
only time to pen a hurried despatch to the foreign 
office, detailing the vigour with which he had per* 
formed this national duty, lied as if he were flying 
from a pestilence. Foreigners, of course, with their 
usual adoption of the ambassadorial tone, added their 
laughter ; until, stung by universal offence, she no 
sooner received the announcement of the death of 
George the Third, than, defying all remonstrance, 
and spuming the tardy attempts of ministers to con- 
ciliate her, she rushed back to England, flaming with 
revenge.* 

Lord Liverpool was utterly unequal to the erner- 
gencv: always hitherto a feeble, unpurposed, and 
timid minister, he now put on a preposterous coa« 
rage, and defied this desperate woman. He might 
better have taken a tiger by the beard. He had even 
the folly to bring her to trial. With what ultimate 
object is utterly inconceivable. That he could not 
have obtained a divorce by any law human or dU 
vine, the reasons were obvious. If she had been 
foimd guilty, he could have neither exiled nor im* ' 
prisoned her; his only resource must be her decapi*. 
iation. But he knew that the people of England 
would have risen indignantly against so cruel and 
horrid a sentence. There was but one alternative 
remaining— to be defeated; and defeated he was, 
totally, helplessly, ignouiinlously. 

The queen was probably a criminal, to the fuU ex- 
tent of the charge. But there had been so long a 
course of espionage, which the English mind justly 
abhors, the practices against her had been so pitiful, 
and the details of the evidence were so repulsive, 
that the crime was forgotten in the public scorn of 
Ihe accusers* This feeling, however anp^firessed in 
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€he Mglier ranks^ took its open way with the niiilti* 
.tude ; and wMle ministers were forced to steal down 
to the house, or were visible, only to receive all spe« 
cies of insuKs from the mob, the queen went daily 
U) her trial in a popular triumplL Her levees at 
Brandenburg House, a small villa on the banks of the 
Thames, where she resided for the season, were still 
more triumphant. Daily processions of the people 
filled the road. The artisans marched with the 
badges of their callings; the brotherhoods of trade ; 
the masonic lodges; the friendly societies ; aU the 
nameless incorporations, which make their charters 
without the aid of office, and give their little senates 
laws; down to the fish-women; paid their respects 
in fidl costume, and assured her majesty, in many a 
high-flown piece of eloquence, of her *' living in the 
hearts of her faithful people." 

There Was, doubtless, some charlatanry in the dis- 
];day. Many interests axe concerned in every move 
of the popular machine. The inn-keepers on the 
road were the richer for this loyalty ; the turnpikes 
reaped a handsomer revenue ; the Jews sold more 
of that finery which has seen its best days; the 
coaehmakers issued more of their veteran barouches ; 
the horse-dealers supplied more of those hunters and 
chargers which have bade a long farewell to aU their 
fields. All the trades were zealous promoters of 
the processions. The holyday, the summer drive, 
the dress, the "hour's importance to the poor man's 
heart," were not to be forgotten among the accesso- 
ries. But the true motive, paramount to all, was 
honest English disdain at the mode in which the 
evidence had been collected, and the mixture of 
weakness and violence with which the prosecution 
was carried on. Concession after concession was 
Ibrced fi«m mmisters. The title of queen was ac- 
knowledged ; and finally. Lord Liverpool, beaten in 
the lords, and become an object of outrageous detest- 
ation to the populace, admitted that he could pro« 
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ceed no further, and withdrew the prosecntkHi. The 
announcement was received with a roar of victory 
in the house. The sound was caught by the multi- 
tude, and London was fiiled with acclamations. 

The graver judgment of the country regretted, 
that by the rashness which suffered a question of in- 
dividual vice to be mingled with one of public prin- 
ciple, the crime received the sanction which be- 
longed only to the virtue. But the deed was done ; 
and the only hope now was, that it might be speedily 
forgotten. But this the queen would not suffer: 
the furious passions of the woman were still unap- 
peased. She took a house within sight of the palace, 
that she might present the perpetual offence of her 
mobs to the royal eye; she hbelled the king; riie 
pursued him to public places; and persevered in this 
foolish vindictiveness, until she completely lost the 
sympathy of the people. At length, adviscni only by 
her own hot and bitter heart, she determined to in- 
sult him at the coronation,* in the presence of his 
nobles, and in the highest cen^monial of his throne. 

But tills fine display of the old pomps of England 
has been commemorated by so celebrated a master 
of description, that any fragment from his pen oik 
such a subject must supersede all other. It has a 
monumental value. 

SIR WALTER SCOTT^S LETTER ON THE CORONATION. 

" I refer you to the daily papers for the details of 
the great national assembly which we witnessed 
yesterday, and will hold my promise absolved by 
sending a few general remarks upon what I saw, 
with surprise amounting to astonishment, and which 
I shall never forget. It is indeed impossible to con- 
ceive a ceremony more august and imposinff in all 
its parts, and more calculated to make the deepest 

«l«(bJnly,18SL 
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impression both oa the eye and on the feelings. 
Thie most minute attention must have been bestowed, 
to arrange all the subordinate parts in harmony with 
the lest; so that, among so much antiquated cere* 
monialy imposing singular dresses, duties, and cha^ 
racters upon persons accustomed to move in the 
ordinary routine of society, nothing occurred either 
awkward or ludicrous, which could mar the general 
effect of the solemnity. Considering that it is but 
one step from the sublime to the ridiculous, I own I 
con8id^r it as surprising that the whole ceremonial 
of the day should have passed away without the 
slightest circumstance which could derange the ge- 
neral tone of solemn feeling which was suited to Sie 
occasion. 

'* You must have heard a full account of the only 
disagreeable event of the day. I mean the attempt 
of the misguided lady who has lately furnished so 
many topics of discussion, to intrude herself upon a 
ceremonial, where, not being in her proper place, to 
be present in any other must have been voluntary 
degradation. That matter is a fire of straw which 
has now burned to the very embers, and those who 
tiy to blow it into life again will only blacken their 
bands and noses, like mischievous children dabbling 
among the ashes of a bonfire. It seems singular, 
that being determined to be present at all hazards, 
this unfortunate personage should not have procured a 
peer's ticket, which I presume would have ensured her 
admittance. I willingly pass to pleasanter matters. 

** The effect of the scene in the Abbey was be- 
yond measure magnificent. Imagine long galleries 
stretched among the aisles of that venerable and 
august pile — ^those which rise above the altar peal- 
ing back their echoes to a fuU and magnificent choir 
of music ; those which occupied the sides filled 
even to crowding with all that Britain has of beau- 
tiful and distinguished ; and the cross-gallery most 
appropriately occupied by the Westminster school- 
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boys, in their white surplices, many of whom might 
on that day receive impressions never to be lost 
duringr the rest of their lives ; imagine this, I say, 
and then add the spectacle upon the floor— the altars 
surrounded by the fathers of the church— the king, 
encircled by the nobility of the land, and the coun- 
sellors of his throne, and by warriors wearing the 
honoured marks of distinction, bought by many a 
fflorious danger;— add to this the rich spectacle of 
the aisles, crowded with waving plumage, and c<Mt>- 
nets, and caps of honour, and the sun, which bright- 
ened and saddened as if on purpose, now beaming 
in full lustre on the rich and varied assemblage, and 
now darting a solitary ray, which catched, as it 
passed, the glittering folds of a banner, or the edge 
of a group of battle-axes or partisans, and then 
rested full on some fair form, ' the cynosure of neigh- 
bouring eyes,' whose circlet of diamonds glistened 
under its influence. 

^ Imagine all this, and then tell me if I have made 
my journey of four hundred miles to little purpose. 
I do not love your cut bono men, and therefore I will 
not be pleased if you ask me, in the damping tone 
of sullen philosophy, what good all this has done 
the spectators 1 If we restrict life to its real animsJ 
wants and necessities, we shall indeed be satisfied 
with * food, clothes, and fire ;' but Divine Providence, 
who widened our sources of enjoyment beyond 
those of the animal creation, never meant that we 
should bound our wishes within such narrow limits; 
and I shrewdly suspect that those wm eH ttmti gen* 
tlefolks only depreciate the natural and unafifected 
pleasure which men like me receive from sights of 
splendour and sounds of harmony, either because 
they would seem wiser than their simple neighbours, 
at the expense of being less happy ; or because the 
mere pleasure of the sight and sowid is connected 
with associations of a deeper kind, to which they 
are unwilling to yield themselves. 

uigiiized by Google 



1821.] aVSBN CAROUNX. 311 

** Leaying these genttemen to enjcnr their own via- 
dom, I still more pity those, if there be any, who (be- 
ing unable to detect a peg on which to hang a laugh,) 
sneer coldly at this solenm festival, and are rather dis- 
posed to dwell on the expense which attends it, than 
on the generous feelings which it ought to awaken. 
The expense, so far as it is nation^, has gone di- 
rectly and instantly to the encouragement of the 
British manufacturer and mechanic ; and so far as it 
is personal to the persons of rank attendant upon the 
coronation, it operates as a tax upon wealth and 
consideration, for the benefit of poverty and indus- 
try ; a tax willingly paid by the one eliass, and not 
the less acceptable to the other, because it adds a 
happy holyday to the monotony of a life of labour. 

" But there were better things to reward my pil- 
grimage than the mere pleasures of the eye and the 
ear ; for it was impossible, without the deepest ve- 
neration, to behold the voluntary and solemn inter- 
change of vows between the king and his assembled 
people, while he, on the one h^d, called God Al- 
mignty to witness his resolution to maintain their 
laws and privileges; and while they called, at the 
same moment, oq the Divine Being, to bear witness 
that they accepted him for their liege sovereign, and 
pledged to him their love and their duty. I cannot 
describe to you the effect produced by the solemn, 
yet strange mixture of the words of Scripture, with 
the shouts and acclamations of the assembled multi- 
tude, as they answered to the voice of the prelate 
who demanded of them whether they acknowledged 
as Uieir monarch the prince who claimed the sove- 
reignty in their presence. 

** It was peculiarly delightful to see Ihe king re- 
ceive from the royal brethren, but in particular from 
the Duke of York, the fraternal kiss, in which they 
acknowledged their sovereign. There was an honest 
tenderness, an affectionate and sincere reverence, in 
the embrace interchanged between the Duke of York 
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and Ms majesty, that approached almost to a eatfess, 
and impressed all present with the electrical con-^ 
viction, that the nearest to the throne in blood was 
the nearest also in affection. I never heard plaudits 
g^iven more from the heart than those that were 
thundered upon the royal brethren when they were 
thus pressed to each other*s bosoms — ^it was the 
^ emotion of natural kindness, which, bursting out 
•. amid ceremonial grandeur, found an answer inr every 
' British bosom. The king seemed much affected at 
t * this and one or two other parts of the ceremonial, 
.even so much so as to excite some alarm among 
those who saw him as nearly as I did. He com- 
pletely recovered himself, however, and bore, gene- 
rally speaking, the fatigue of the day very well. I 
learn, from one near his person, that he roused 
himself with great energy, even when most op- 
pressed with heat and fatigue, when any of the more 
interesting parll^of the ceremony were to be per- 
formed, or when any thing occurred which excited 
his personal and immediate attention. When pre- 
siding at the banquet, amid the long line of his no- 
bles, he looked 'every inch a king;' and nothing 
could exceed the grace with which he accepted and 
returned the various acts of homage rendered to him 
in the course of that long day. 

" It was also a; very gratifying spectacle to those 
who think like me, to behold the Duke of Devonshire 
and most of the distinguished whig nobility assem- 
bled round the throne on this occasion ; giving an 
open testimony that the differences of potitical opi- 
nions are only skin-deep wounds, which assume at 
times an an^ appearance, but have no real effisct 
on the wholesome constitution of the comitry. 

" If you ask me to distinguish who bore him best, 
and appeared most to sustain the character we annex 
to the assistants in such a solemnity, I have no he- 
sitation to name Lord Londonderry; who, in the 
magnificent robes of the Garter with the cap and 
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higli jUxaae of the order, walked alone, and, by his 
fine face and majestic person, formed an adequate 
representative of the Order of Edward III., the cos- 
tume of which was worn by his lordship only, 'tht 
Duke of Wellington, with all his laurels, moved 
and looked Reserving the baton, which was never 
grasped by so worthy a hand. The Marquis ot 
Anglesea showed the most exquisite grace m ma^ 
naging his horse^ notwithstanding the want of lut # 
limb, which he left at Waterloo. I never saw so 
fine a bridle-hand in my life, and I am rather a judge 
of 'noble horsemanship.' Lord Howard^s horse 
.was worse bitted than those of the two former noble- 
men, but not so much so as to derange the ceremony 
of retiring back out of the Hall. 

'< The Champion was performed (as of right) by 
young Dymoke, a fine-looking youdi, but tearing, 
periiaps, a little too much the appearance of a maiden* 
knight, to be the challenger of the world in a kind's 
behalf. He threw down his gauntlet, however, with 
becoming manhood, and showed as much horseman* 
ship as the crowd of knights and squires around 
him woiild permit to be exhibited. His armour was 
in good taste ; but his shield was out of all propriety, 
being a round ronduche^ or highland target^^a de* 
fensive weapon, which it would have besu impos- 
sible to use on horseback ; instead of being a three* 
cornered, or keater-skieU which in time of the tilt was 
suspended round the neck. Pardon this antiquailan 
scruple, which, you may believe, occurred to few 
but myself. On the whole, this striking part of the 
exhibition somewhat disappointed me ; for I would 
have had the champion less embarrasai by his as- 
sistants, and at liberty to put his hcrs^V we grand 
fas* And yet the young Lord of Scrivelsbaye looked 
and behaved extremely well. 

** Returning to the subject of costume, I could not 
but admire what I had previously been disposed much 
to criticiser-rl mean the fancy-dress of the privy coun- 
fid 
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4w]lor89 which was of white and blae satin, with trunk 
hose and mantles, after the fashioi^ of Queen Eliza- 
beth's time. Separately, so gay a garb had an odd 
effect on the persons of elderly or ill-made men; 
but when the whole was thrown iiito one general 
body, all these discrepancies disappeared, and you no 
more observed the particular manner or appearaiice 
of^an individual, than you do that of a soldier in the 
bs^talion which marches past you. The whole was 
80 completely harmonized in actual colouring, as well 
as in association with the general inass of gay, and 
gorgeous, and antique dtess ,which floated before 
the eye, that it was next to impossible to attend to 
the effect of Individual figures. Yet a Scotsman will 
detect a Scotsman amon? the most crowded assem- 
blage; and I must say, that the Lord Justice Clerk 
of Scotland showed to as great advtotage in his 
robcfi of privy counsellor as any by whom that 
splendid dress was worn on this great occasion. 
The common court-dress used by the privy counsellors 
at the last coronation must have had a poor effect 
in comparison of the present, which formed a grada- 
tion in the scale of gorgeous ornament, from the 
unwieldy splendcHir of. the heralds, who glowed like 
huge masses of cloth of gold and i»lver, to the more 
chastened robes and ermine of the peers. 1 must not 
forget the effect produced by the peers' placing their 
cordtiets on their heads, which was really august. 

^The box assigned to the foreign ambassadors 
presented a most brilliant effect, and was perfectly 
m a blaze with diamonds. When the sunshine Ughted 
on Prince Esterhazy in particular, ^e glimmered like 
a galaxy, ^.cannot learn positively if he had on 
that reii/oi$rflSBA coat which has visited all the courts 
of Europe, save ours, and is said to be worth 100,00(tf., 
or some such trifle, and which costs the prince 100/. 
or 200/. every time he puts it on, as he is sure to 
lose pearls to that amount. This was a hussar 
dress, but splendid in the last degree, perhaps; too 
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fine fcr good taste^ at least it would have s^ypeared 
80 any where else. Beside the prince sat a good ho- 
moured lass, who seemed all eyes and ears (his 
daughter-in-law, I helieve), who wore as many 
diamonds as if they ha^ been Bristol stones. An ho- 
nest Persian was also a remarkable figm-e, from the 
dogged and imperturbable gravity with which he 
looked on the whole scene, without ever moving a 
limb or a muscle during the space of four hoiuv. LflEe 
Sir Wilful Witwood, I cannot find that your Persian 
is orthodox ; for if he scorned every thing else, there 
was a Mahometan paradise extended on his right 
hand along the seats which were occupied by the 
peeresses and their dai^ters, which the prophet 
nimself might have lodled on with emotion. I 
have seldom seen so many elegant and beautiful 
girls as sat mingled amon^ the noble matronage of 
Sie land ; and the waving plumage of feathers, which 
made the universal headdress, had the most appro* 
priate effect in setting off their charms. 

^ I must not omit, that the foreigners, who are apt 
to consider us a nation en /rac, and without the 
usual ceremonies of dress and distinction, were ut- 
terly astonished and delighted to see the revival of 
feudal dresses and feudal grandeur when the occasion 
demanded it, and that in a degree of splendour which 
they averred they hadnever seen paralleled in Europe. 
'* The duties pf service at the banquet, and of at- 
tendance in general, was performed by pages dressed 
very elegantly in Henri Quatre coats of scarlet, with 
gold lace, blue sashes, white silk hose, and white ro- 
settes. Ther^ were also*marshals' men for kei^ins 
order, who wore a similar dress, but of blue, and 
having white sashes. Both departmeilts Were filled 
up almost- entirely by younjg genlleiiien, many of 
them of the very first conditidn,, who took those me- 
nial characters to gain admission to the show. When 
£ saw many of my young acquaintance thus attend- 
ing upon their fathers and kinsmen, the peerSf 
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kniffhtSy and so forth, I could not help ihinkiiig of 
Cra^be'a lines, with a little alteration— 

Twas scbooUnff inride to see the menial widt, 
Bmile on hla ikther, and reedTe his {date 

It must be owned, however, that they proved but in- 
diiferent valets, and were verv apt, like the clown 
in the pantomime, to eat the cheer they should have 
handed to their masters, and to play other tours de 
poffe^ which reminded me of the caution of our pro- 
verb, ' not to man yourself with your kin." The 
peers, for example, had only a cold collation, while 
tha aldermen of London feasted on venison and turtle ; 
and similar eirors necessadly befell others in the con- 
fusion of the evening. But tliose slight mistakes, which 
indeed were not known till aftexwara, had not the 
slightest effect on the general grandeur of the scene. 

^ I did not see the procession between the Abbey 
and Hall. In the mominga few voices called ' Queen ! 
Queen !' as Lord Londonderry passed, and even when 
the sovereign appeared. But those were only sig- 
nals for the loud and reiterated acclamations, in 
which these tones of discontent were completely 
drowned. In the return, no one dissonant voice in- 
timilied the least dissent from the shouts of gi^tula^ 
tion which poured from every quarter; and certainly 
never monarch received a more general welcome 
from his assembled subjects. 

^ You will have from others full accounts of the 
variety of entertainments provided for John Bull in 
the parks, on the river, in the theatres, and elsewhere. 
Notlpng was to be seen or heard but sounds of plea- 
sure and festivity; and whoever saw the scene at 
any one spot, was convinced that the whole popula- 
tion was assembled thei-e, while others found a simi- 
lar concourse of revellers in every different point. 
It is computed that about 500,000 people shared in 
the festival, in one way or other; and youmay ima^ 
fine the exeeUent disposition by which the people 
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were animated, when I tell yon that, excepting a few 
windows broken by a small body-guard of ragamuf- 
fins, who were in immediate attendance on the great 
lady in the morning, not the slightest political vio- 
lence occurred to c&sturfo the general harmony; and 
that the assembled populace seemed to be univer- 
sally actuated by the spirit of the day, namely, loy- 
alty and good-humour. Nothing occurred to damp 
those happy dispositions; the weather was most 
propitious, and the arrangements so perfect, that no 
accident of any kind is reported as havmg taken place. 
And so concluded the coronation of George IV., 
whom God long preserve ! Those who witnessed it 
have seen a scene calculi^td to raise the country in 
their opinion, and to throw into the shade all scenes 
of simRar magnificence, from the field of the cloth of 
gold down to the present day. 

"AN EYE-WITNESS." 

'Hie unfortunate intrusion to which this letter 
alludes, occurred early in the day. The queen was 
refused entrance into the cathedral; and when 
she at leiigth, after several efforts, withdrew, the 
mob expressed their sentiments by breaking the mi- 
nisters' windows. But the disappointment was fatal 
to her. She lost her spirits, shrank from jsociety, de- 
claredherself tired of life, and inless thana month died. 

The ruling passion was strong, even in death. She 
ordered that her remains should not be left in this 
country, but buried in Brunswick ; and that the in- 
scription on her tomb should be, '' Here lies Caroh'ne 
of Brunswick, the injured Queen of England." Thus 
perished* a being on whom fortune had lavished all 
the highest advantages of rank, opulence, birth, and » 
station, the wife of a royal husband, the mother of a 
royal child ; a queen, and Queen of England! yet in 
her life and her death scarcely to be envied by a 
galley-slave. 

« *7tllAiigiut,iaU 

Dd3 
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CHAPTER XVra. 

The battle of Jena» in 1806, had placed Napoleon 
at the height of power. The treaty of Tilsit, in 
1807, had confirmed it ; and the conference at £i^ 

' flirt had indulged his love of display with the most 
profuse spectacle of vaswi. royalty. But from that 
moment the wheel turned; for the purpose of his 
career was done.—He had scourged the pio^gacy 
of the continental courts; he had scattered, like 
chaif before the wind, the armies that had been so 
long the instruments of the blind violences and san- 
guinary aibbition of the great continental tlirones, 
— ^thrones that, under the name of Christianity, had 
exhibited in their private excesses and public fero- 
city the spirit of heathenism. Prussia the infidel, 
Austria the bigot, and Russia the barbarian had been 
transfixed with the spear of an avenger, more god* 
less, prejudiced^ and ferocious than them all ; the 
standards which they had crimsoned in the blood of 
Poland were gone to moulder in the dust of the In- 
valides ; and now, when the punishment was com- 
plete, the time of the punisher was come. 
In the early part of the year 1812, Napoleon, furious 

- at the repugnance of the emperor of Russia to see his 
subjects perish by the Berlin and Milan decrees, pro- 
. claimed, in his old oracular style, that ^ the Russian 
dynasty was no more ;" and followed the oracle by 
a force well calcidated to ensure its fulfifanmt. He 
crossed the Polish provinces with an army the most 
numerous since the days of Xerxes or Attik, but 
which would have passed through their wild myriads* 
• 
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as the cannon-ball through th^ air. With half a 
nunion of the ihiest troops that ever marched to play 
the game of ambition, oe brolse over the Russian 
frontier; and ^as himself undone. 

The narrative of that stupendous contest, — of 
French skill and gallantry, of the stubborn heroism 
of the Russian armies, oi cities stormed and in con- 
flagration, of provinces desolated, $nd of the rage of 
a Russian winter let loose, and covering a march of 
six hundred iiriles with the French deaS, — must not 
be humiliated by the sketch which alone could be 
given of it here. 

Napoleon's defeat was ipeasureless ; of the multi- 
tudes that had followed him across the Niemen, 
scarcely ^ man returned. ,fiut he again found ar- 
mies in the populousnesd of France ; within a few 
months rushed to the field; fought the bloody battles 
of Bautzen and Lutzen ; tvas again maddened with 
pride, until he roused the continent against him; 
and finally at Leipsic was overwhelmed once more. 
The remnant of his arniy was hunted across the 
Rhine, was hunted throiigh France, was hunted into 
the gates of the capital ; and there, when victory had 
flung Napoleon on the ground, diplomatic blunder- 
ing came to set him on his feet again. To extin- 
guish his ambition, he was suffered to retain the 
imperial title; to destroy his connexion with the 
French military, he was suflered to retain his flag, 
his staff, and a portion of his guard ; and to prevent 
the possibiUty of his renewing disturbances in France 
or Italy, he was filed on an island almost within 
«ight of b6th. The consequences were foreseen by 
all mankind — except the emperors, thd diplomatists, 
and the Bourbons. 

A year after, while the whole pomp of European- 
dij^omacy was busied in congress at Vienna, and 
every day saw some new experiment of power, a 
monarchy mutilated, a river given to one potentate, 
4ii i&e htimbler donative of a million of souls and 
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bodies made over to another; while allegiance and 
national feelings were measured off by strips of the 
map; and provinces, with all their old attachments, 
their native interests, and hereditary recollections, 
Were distributed bv the inch-rule and scissors; — 
proceedings which honest and Christian minds were 
the first to deprecate ; Napoleon's etystem, without 
Napoleon's tyrant plea; predatory peace and ami- 
cable violence; a rash and misunderstood policy 
usurping the place of that deference to human feel- 
ings for which alone legislators were made ; — ^the 
blow came, which rebuked those arbitrary follies ; 
zai the continent was again plunged into the havoc 
of war. * 

Religion and reason equally condemned* the con- 
gress. There is no clearer truth than, that all po- 
Ucy is unwise which is unjust, and that no politi- 
cal change can be secure which insults human na- 
ture. The congress, bartered provinces as if they 
were cattle-pastures, and computed men by the 
square league. A million of Saxons were ordered 
to fprget their country, and become Prussians. The 
Genoese were ordered to become Savoyards. The 
Milanese, Austrians. With what indignation would 
Englishmen see themselves thus stripped of their 
old habits and privileges, and dissevered from then 
country by the diplomatic blade 1 How would the 
man of York listen to the order of congress that 
condemned him to be a Frenchman ; or the man of 
Kent read the ukase ihaX sank him into a Russian 
serf, and bade him, for the rest of his life, worship 
the boot of the czarl The whole transaction was 
a violence to law and nature. It must have broken 
up on the first shock of war. The Belgian insur- 
rection is but a foretaste of the universal proof, that 
the policy was as weak as it was unchrtstiarh unlaw- 
ful, and unnatural. 

While the princes and envoys at this showv 
conclave were thus twisting their rope of sand 
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the news arriyed — that Napoleon had escaped, and 
that their prisoner was on the throne of the Tuile- 
ries! 

They felt themselves so completely outwitted, 
that the first unpulse was a general burst of laughter ; 
— ^'The grand charlatan has outtricked the little 
ones," said the wittiest of Frenchmen. " Foild le 
Omerh dissout!^ had been Napoleon's pithy re- 
marK, as he set his foot on the French shore. His 
words were realized : the Congress broke up in con- 
fusion. Diplomacy vanished, and its place was filled 
by the manlier, more honest, and more merciful 
shape of war. Europe was in arms once rilore ; ahd 
England, trusting no longer to subsidies and the 
slippery faith of foreign courts, boldly took that lead 
in the eontest which became her rank, her para- 
mount interest in the event, and her established su- 
periority in arms. 

Napoleon's own narrative of the battle of Water- 
loo is one of the inost characteristic documents in 
histoij. Whether dictated or written by him. it is 
fan 01 traits of the nian ; the military decision, fne 
tone of authority, the calculation, familiar to one 
who always spoke of a battle as a game of chess. 
It discloses, too, his extreme anxiety to vindicate 
his defeat, by the dexterous mode in which he la- 
bours to detect the errors of his victor. It has the 
further interest of being probably the longest and 
taost carefully studied composition that ever came 
from the pen of this most extraordinary of soldiers 
and sovereigns. 

fVatertoo* 

«* Sixth Observation.*— lat. The French army ma- 
ncBUvred on the right of the Sambre on the i3th 

** MemolnntaiiTt to tin Year 181V wrlttas by Napotoon, ttSt 
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and 14th« On the .niglit of the latter day, it en* 
camped within half a leagfue of the Prussian advanced 
posts. Marshal Blucher had, however, no informa- 
tion of what was passing; and on the morning of 
the 15th, when the account reached his head-quar- 
ters that the emperor had entered Oharleroi, the 
Prusso-Saxon army was still cantoned over an ex- 
tent of thirty leagues of the country, and it required 
two days to assemble his forces. He ought to have 
advanced his head-quarters to Fleurus on the 15th, 
to have concentrated the cantonments of his army 
within a radius of eight leagues, with advanced 
guards on the debouches of the Meuse and the Sam- 
bre. His army would then have been collected at 
Ligny on the 15th at noon, there to await the attack 
of the French army, or to march against it in the 
evening of that day, and drive it into the Sambre. 

** 2d. But Marshal Blucher, though surprised, per- 
sisted in assembling his army on the heights of Ligny, 
behind Fleurus; thus braving the chauace of being 
attacked before his troops could be brought up to 
that position. On the morning of the 16th, he had 
got together only two corps, and the French army 
was already at Fleurus. The third corps joined 
during the day ; but the fourth, under the command 
of General Bmow, could not come up in time to take 
part in the battle. Marshal Blucher, as soon as he 
knew that the French were at Charleroi, ought not 
to have fixed for the rallying point of his army either 
Fleurus or Ligny, which was already under the can- 
non of his enemy, but Wavres, whither the French 
could not arrive until the 17th. He would thus, be- 
sides, have had all the day and the night of the 16th 
to collect the whole of his army. 

»* 3d. After losing the battle of Ligny, the Prussian 
general, instead of making his retreat on Wavres, 
should have effected it on the army of the Duke of 
Wellington, either on Quatre Bras, as that position 
was maintained, or on Waterioo. The retreat of 
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Ifafslial Blucher, on the morning of the 17th, was 
altosetiier absurd, since the two armies, which were, 
on me evening of the 16th, only 3,000 toises distant 
fit>m each other, with the commmiication of an ex- 
cellent high road, by which they might consider 
themselves as miited, became, on the evening of the 
17th, more than 10,000 toises distant, and were sepa- 
rated by defiles and impracticable roads. 

'"The Prussian general violated the three great 
principles of war : 1. To approximate his canton- 
ments ; 2. To assign, as the rallsring point, a place, 
at which all his troops could arrive before the enemy ; 
3. To operate his retreat on his reinforcements. 

*' Seventh 06tcr©ah*on.— 1st. The Duke of Welling- 
ton was surprised in his cantonments. He ought to 
have concentrated them on the 15th, at eight leagues 
around Brussels, placing advanced guards on the 
d^boitchei of Flanders. The French army had ma- 
noeuvred for three days before he advanced, and 
twenty 4bur hours had expired since it commenced 
hostihties. Its head-quarters had been for twelve 
hoars at Charleroi, while the English general re- 
mained ignorant of all this at Brussels, and the can- 
tonments of his army still occupied, in full security, 
an extent of twenty leagues.. 

" 2d. The Prince of Saxe-Weimar, whose corps 
formed part of the Anglo-Dutch anny, ws^ on the 
15th, at four in the evening, in position in front of 
Frasne, and knew that the Fi«nch army was at 
Charleroi. Had he immediately sent off an s^d-de- 
camp to iBrussels, he might have arrived there by 
six in the evening ; and yet the Duke of Wellington 
was not informed of the French army being at Char- 
leroi until eleven o'clock. Thus he lost five hours, 
when his situation, and the man opposed to him, ren- 
dered the loss of a single hour of great importance. 
" 3d. The infantry, the cavalry, and the artillery 
of that army being separately cantoned, the infeaitry 
was engaged at Quatre Bras without either cavalry, 
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or artiBery ; those tioops had thus to sustain a mat 
Io88» as they were obliged to keep in close couinm 
to make head against the charges of the cuirassiers, 
under a fire of fifty pieces of cannon. Those brave 
men were, therefore, slaughtered, without cavalry to 
protect them, and without artillery to aveiicci them. 
As the three kinds of military force cannot lor a mo- 
ment dispense with the support of each other, they 
ought always to be so cantoned a^d posted as to af- 
ford reciprocal assistance'. 

''The English general, though surprised^ assigned 
Quatre Bras for the rallying point of his army, 
though that position had been for twenty-four hours 
in the possession of the French. He exposed his 
troops to be partially defeated, in poportion as they 
might arrive* The danger to which he exposed them 
was even still more serious, since he made them ad- 
vance without artillery and cavalry ; he delivered up 
bis infantry in fragments, unsupported by the other 
two weapons of war, to its enemy. The point for 
assembling his army should have been Waterloo. 
He would thus have had all the 16th, and the night 
of that day to the 17th, which would have been suf- 
ficient for collecting the whole of his army — ^infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery. The French could not arrive 
till the 17th, and would then have found all his anny 
in position* 

''Eighth Ob8ervation,'--On the 18th, the English 
general gave battle at Waterloo. This conduct was 
contrary to the interests of his nation, to the general 
plan of the war adopted by the allies, and he violatei} 
all the rules of war. It was not the interest of Eug- 
land, which needs so many men to recruit her ar- 
mies in India, her America^ colonies, and her other 
vast establislunents, to run wantonly into a murder- 
ous contest, which might occasion the loss of her 
only army, or at least cause her best blood to be 
shed. The plan of the allies was to act in mass, 
and not to engage in any partial affair. Nothing 
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was more contrai^^ to their interest aiid their plan, 
than to expose the success of their cause to the 
chances of a battle, with nearly equal forces, where 
all the probabilities were against them. Had the 
Anglo-Dutch army been destroyed at Waterloo, what 
advantage could the allies have derived from their 
numerous armies, which were preparing to pass the 
Rhine* the Alps, and the Vyreneesl 

**2d. The English general, in preparing to fight 
the battle of Waterloo, founded his resolution only 
on the co-operation of the Prussians; but that co- 
operation could not take place until the afternoon. 
Accordingly, he remained exposed singly, from four 
in the morning till five/in the evening; that is to say, 
during thirteen hours. A battle does not usually 
last more than six hours. This co-operation was, 
therefore, illusory. 

"But, in reckoning on the co-operation of the 
Prussians, he must have supposed that the whole of 
the French army was opposed to him ; in that case, 
he expected to defend his field of battle for thirteen 
hours with 90,000 troops, of different nations, against 
104,000 French. This calculation was clearly erro- 
neous. He could not have maintained his position 
three hours ; every thing would have been decided 
by eight in the morning, and the Prussians would 
have arrived only to fall into the Snare. In one 
day, both armies would have been destroyed. 

^ If he calculated that a part of the French army * 
had, according to the rules of war, followed the 
Prussian army, it must then have been evident to 
him, that he could have no assistance from it ; and 
that the Prussians, after being beaten at Ligny, with 
the loss of from 26,000 to 30,000 men, and with 
20,000 of them dispersed, and pursued by between 
30,000 and 40,000 victorious French, could scarcely 
be expected to maintain themselves. In this case, 
the Anglo-Dutch army alone would have had to sus- 
tain the attack of 69,000 French during the whole of 
Ee 
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the 18th ; and there is no Englishman but will admit 
that the result of such a contest could not be doubtful, 
and that their army was not so constituted as to with- 
stand the shock of the imperial army for four hours. 

" During the night of the 17th, the weather was 
extremely bad, which rendered the ground imprac- 
ticable tUl nine in the mornings The loss of six 
hours from daybreak was all to Uie advantage of the 
enemy ; but could the general make the fate of such 
a contest depend on the weather of that night? 
Marshal Grouchy, with 34,000 men and 108 pieces 
of cannon, discovered the secret which seemed to 
be undiscoverable, — ^not to be, on the 18th, either on 
the field of battle of Mont St. Jean or at Wavres. 
But had the English general the conviction that this 
marshal would wander out of his way in this man- 
ner? The conduct of Marshal Grouchy was as im- 
possible to be foreseen, as if upon the road his army 
had experienced an earthquake that swallowed it up. 

^^ Recapittdction. — ^If Marshal Grouchy had been 
on the field of battle at Mont St. Jean, as the English 
and the Prussian generals believed, during the ^dlole 
of the night of the 17th and the morning of the I8th ; 
and if the weather had permitted the French army to 
be drawn up in battle array at four in the morning; 
before seven o'clock the Anglo-Dutch army would 
have been cut to pieces, dispersed, and entirely de- 
stroyed. If the weather had only permitted the 
French army to range itself in order of battle at ten 
o'clock, the Anglo-Dutch army would have been un- 
done. Its remains would have been driven beyond 
the forest, or in the direction of Halle, and we should 
have had time in the evening to encounter Marshal 
Blucher, and to inflict upon him a similar fate. If 
Marshal Grouchy had encamped before Wavres on 
the night of the 17th, the Prussian army could have 
sent no detachment to save the English army, and 
/he latter would have been completely beaten by the 
59,000 French opposed to it 
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^ $d« The position of Mont St. Jean was badly 
cbos^. The first condition of a field of battle is to 
have no defiles in the rear. During the battle, the 
English general could derive no aid from his nume- 
rous cavalry. He did not believe that he would be, 
or could be, attacked on the left. He imagined that 
he would be attacked on the right. In spite of the 
diversion made in his favour by the 30,000 Prussians 
under Bidow, he would have twice made his retreat 
durii^ the day, had it been possible ; thus, in fact, by 
a strange caprice of human affairs, the bad choice of 
the field of battle, whifch rendered his retreat impos- 
sible, was the cause of his success. 

^ Ninth ObierDoiwH. — It will be asked, what then 
ought the English general to have done after the battle 
of Ligny, and the engagement at Quatre Bras 1 Pos- 
terity will not form true opinions. He should have 
traversed, in the night of the 17th, the forest of 
Soigne8,on the high road of Charleroi ; the Prussian 
army should, in the same manner, have passed along 
that of Wavres. The two armies should have united 
at daybreak at Brussels ; should have left the rear- 
guard to defend the forest ; should have gained some 
days to allow time to the Prussians who were dis- 
persed after the battle of Ligny to rejoin their army; 
should have procured the reinforcement of the four- 
teen English regiments that garrisoned the for- 
tresses of Belgium, and had landed at Ostend on 
their return from America ; and should have allowed 
the emperor of the French to manoeuvre as he 
pleased. 

"Would he, with an army of 100,000 men, have tra- 
versed the forest of Soignes, to attack at its d^b(mches 
the two united armies, more than 200,000 strong, and 
in position 1 This certainly would have been the 
most advantageous course for the allies. Would he 
have been contented to take up a position himself? 
In that case, his inactivity could not have been long, 
as 300,000 Russians, Austrians. Bavarians. &c., had 
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arrived on the Rhine, who wov^d soon have been on 
the Maine, and obliged him to retreat for the defence 
of the capital. Then the Anglo-Prussian army should 
have marched and joined the allies before Paris. It 
would have run no hazard ; it would have experienced 
no loss; it would have acted conformably to the 
English nation ; to the general plan adopted by the 
alhes, and to the rules of the art of war. From the 
15th to the 18th, the Duke of Wellington constahtly 
manoeuvred as his enemy desired, and did nothing as 
it was feared he would do. The Enghsh infantry 
was Jirm and solid. The cavalry mig^t have acted 
better. The Anglo-Dutch army was twice saved on 
the 18th by the Prussians ; first, by the arrival of 
General Bulow, before ^ee o'clock, with 30,000 
men ; and secondly, by the arrival of Marshal Blu« 
Cher, with 31,000 men. On that day, 69,000 French- 
men beat 120,000 men. The victory was snatched 
from them between eight and nine o'clock, but it was 
by 160,000 men. 

** Let any one imagine the looks of the people of 
. London, at the moment when they should have heard 
the catastrophe of their army, and learned that they 
lavished their purest blood to support the cause 
of kings against nations, — of privileges against equal- 
ity, — of oligarchs against liberals, — of the principles 
of the holy alliance against those of the sovereignty 
of the people." 

To this striking paper there is one answer, equiva- 
lent to all, — that its writer was beaten; and beaten 
in the fairest competition of bravery and skill per- 
haps ever furnished by an European field ! Nano» 
leon had begun the battle at his ov^rn tlmei with nis 
chosen army, and with the most perfect conviction 
that he would rout his adversary. The battle was not 
one of those brief encounters in which fortune may 
have a share. It was a firm struggle from eleven in 
the forenoon until seven in the evening ; and ia thai 
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time, the whole power of France had made no 
impression on the English line. The advance of the 
Prussians had no share in this ; and the imal charge 
of the enemy was repelled, and returned with de- 
cisive slaughter, before the Prussians had come in 
contact with their hne. The battle was fought and 
gained by the Ekglish and their general. But the 
presence of the Prussians on the fieldwas necessary to 
make the success avaQable ; and while their bravery 
is undoubted, they must be refused any larger portion 
in the glories of this great day. 

The composition of the rival armies is not to be 
forgotten. The French was formed of the picked 
troops of the country, all French, all connecting 
their fame, and many their existence, with their ge- 
neral's victory. The'Duke of Wellington had a mis- 
cellaneous aormy of foreigners, mixed with scarcely 
more than 25^000 English ; the former, chiefly new 
subjects of the allies; and the latter chiefly recruits 
from the militia. It is to his high honour as a sol- 
dier, that with this embarrassing force, he was able 
to sustain the shock of the longest battle of the war, 
against the most practised and desperate army of 
Europe, and against a general who will be renowned 
while mihtary genius glitters in the eye of man. 
' The personal interest which the French soldiery 
took in this war was unequalled. Many of them had 
been prisoners, more had been dismissed from the 
army by the Bourbons, and all had felt their self- 
glory deeply tarnished by the successes of the allies. 
Many of the regiments which marched through 
Paris on their way to Belgium had covered theii 
standards with crape, never to be taken off but on the 
day of complete victory. Many of them pledged 
themselves never to give nor tie quarter. They 
swore peculiar vengeance against the English and 
Prussians ; and bade farewell to Paris, with some- 
thing of a solemn devotement, which was not to 
Ee2 
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be withdrawn until they had swept the enemy front 
the face of the earth. 

In Napoleon's statement of the battle he praises 
the firmness of the English infantry: and they de- 
served more than his panegyric. They were as solid 
as adamant. A curious anecdote of the opinion of 
one of the enemy, has been remembered. 

It was an etiquette that the ^commandants of the 
towns through which the French emperor passed at 
any time, should attend him to a certain distance on 
his journey. One of those officers, on the frontier, 
had attended him to the scene of the campaign, and 
was present at the battle of Quatre Bras. On re- 
airning to his garrison at the close of the day, his 
officers crowded round him at supper, and were 
varm in their anticipations qf victory. " The em- 
peror was there. The result was inevitable,— *the 
whole was a matter of calculation. The enemy's 
corps must be beaten in detail. The Prussians 
must be cut in pieces. A few of the English 
might take shelter in Brussels, or reach their sliips. 
But the business was settled — the emperor was 
there." 

The commandant suffered them to indulge in this 
national verbiage, and proceeded In his supper without 
a word. At len^h, one, more systematic in his style 
than the rest, observed, " that it would be proper to 
keep the garrison on the alert during the next day, 
for the reception of the aids-de-camp^ who would 
be passing to Paris with the news of the victory; and 
that the guns should be ready for a /ei^-rfc-jmc.'' 

The opinion was received with high approbation 
by all but the commandant, who, setting down his 
glass, gravely said, — ^* Messieurs, I have the highest 
opinion of the emperor's genius, and the invincible 
courage of our brave army. But, Messieurs, listen; 
I was beside Marshed Ney this day for four hours $ 
find brave as we aJl know he i^ and at the head of 



d by Google 



1821.] NAPOUOH. 881 

forty thouflaod of the best tnx^ps of IVance, he had 
. as much as he could do.*' 

The observation had its effect ; but the officers 
soon rallied, and said, — That, of course, the marshal 
could not be expected to do more than keep the 
enemy in check, and that he would have been wrong 
to press the whole British army. " Messieurs,'* said 
the general, in the same grave tone, '* the marshal 
had not the whole British army before him. He had, 
with some Dutch and Germans, but six British regi- 
ments. I am told that Wellington has thirty regi- 
ments ; and if they are of the same stuff that I saw 
fighting to-day, I shall wait for an order from the 
emperor before I load my guns." 

Ney, always remarkable for intrepidity, the catW' 
de4um valour that seemed to delight in danger, ac^ * 
knowledged afterward, that he had no idea of the 
fire of musketry, until he saw that of the British. 
He had, at least, one close opportunity of observing 
its effect. Among the anecdotes of the day of Wa- 
terloo that have not yet transpired in print, it is men- 
tioned, that Ney, haviiiff had his horSe shot under him 
in the last advance of the imperial guard, just as he 
was disengaging himself from the animal, was re- 
cognised by an officer commanding a British com- 
pany. The officer, in his eagerness, calling out, 
** There is the marshal, there is Ney," the whole 
company fired a volley full on the struggling marshal. 
He escaped, by little short of miracle ; but afterward 
declared, that.'* he had never been in such an explo* 
sion in his life ! it was a whirlwind of bullets and 
sulphur ; a furnace,— a volcano." 

Ney, perhaps, wished to have died at Waterloo. 
But he was reserved for a more unhappy fate ; by 
which he ought not to have died, and which remains 
among the darkest accusations oif France and history 
against the exiled royal family. 

The battle of Waterloo was long considered by 
tbe French as .the most fonsidable of all calamities. 
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while it was obviously the most singular instance of 
good fortune ; it had put an end to the war in a week, 
and thus saved France from the invasion of a million 
one hundred and ten thousand ! of the allied troops 
who were waiting but the signal to march, and who 
were to be followed by as many more. A war on 
this scale must have trampled the countiy into a mire 
of blood. But the defeat rendered still higher ser- 
vices. If Napoleon had remained the conqueror, he 
would have remained the tyrant. His overtnrow was 
the birth of the French constitution. 

Yet the people, stung with the immediate sense 
of failure, could not be reconciled to the name of 
Waterloo. The feeling exhibited itself on all occa- 
sions.— During the occupation of France by the al- 
lies, one evening, in the cMteau of a seigneur, where 
some British officers were quartered, the conversation 
turned upon the war. The politeness of the seigneur 
to his guests was uniformly such, that all topics were 
discussed in the most amicable manner. "I ac- 
knowledge," said the Frenchman, "that Napoleon 
played the fool in his determined hostility to Eng- 
land ; that his commercial decrees were cruel and 
useless ; and that his threats of invasion could never 
have produced any thing but his own ruin, while 
you had your fleet." 

" No," said one of the officers, " nor if ke had our 
fleet ; recollect the population, the army." 

"True," was the reply; "yetSf Napoleon could 
have found a bridge to Dover, rely upon it, he would 
have found a road to London," 

" Your French troops march too slow," said the 
officer. 

^MonDieu! they are the quickest marchers in 
the world," exclaimed the astonished Frenchman. 

" Pardon me, my dear sir," said the officer, com- 
posedly; "London is a great way ofl^. Now, it is 
not quite Ave leagues from Mont St Jean to Brussels ; 
yet I saw the French armv set out, to march from 
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Kont St. Jean to BrusHels, six months ago> and it has 
not yet got further than Waterloo." 

The error of sending Napoleon to Elba was not 
repeated. St. Helena was chosen, as tne spot in 
which he could enjoy the largest portion of personal 
liberty without hazarding an escape, which might 
inflame France again : and in that island he continued 
until he died. Much as this fate of such a man must 
be regretted, it was indispensable to the peace of 
Europe. Napoleon at large would have been a 
firebrand ; and tMUves of thousands or of millions 
might have paid'the forfeit of a second display of 
clemency. In St. Helena he Imgered out six dreary 
years in indolent restlessness and impatient resigna 
tion ; talking loftily of his scorn for all things human, 
and quarrelling with Sir Hudson Lowe upon every 
subject under heaven; sometimes writing memoirs, 
which he generally burned ; sometimes rearing cab« 
bages, and shooting the buffaloes that intruded on 
his crop; sometimes taking obvious pleasure in the 
homage naturally paid to hun by the visiters to the 
idand ; and, at others, shutting himself up in impe- 
rial solitude, and declaring that he would not be 
''made a wild beast of," to please the ''barbarian 
English:" at intervals reviving the recollections of 
his nigh estate, and speaking with all his former in* 
tenseness and brilliancy; then silent for days to* 
gether ; constant in nothing but his hatred of Sir 
Hudson Lowe, his wrath against Marmont, and his 
contempt for every being that bore the name of 
Bourbon* 

Those caprices were the natural results of a change 
so total ; from the most active and engrossing career 
of man, to the most shapeless and monotonous inac« 
(ion. In the beginning of 1821, the last year of his 
life, he complained of some inward distemper; for 
which his physicians found every name, and admi- 
nistered every remedy, but the nght one. He tried 
(o direct them to it, by saying that his father had died 
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of an ulcerated stomach, and that the complaint had 
probably descended to himself. But the physicians 
persevered^ with the vigour of science, until their 
patient refused to take their medicines any longer. 
Prom the 17th of March his illness confined him to 
his room. He ha^tan old contempt for medicine. 
•• Our body is a Wlftch," said he, " intended to go for 
a given time. The doctor is a watchmaker who can- 
not open the watch ; he must therefore work by ac- 
cident ; and for once that he mends it with his crooked 
instruments, he injures it ten times, until he destroys 
it ^^ltogether." In April, his Italian pl^sician, An- 
tommarchi, called in Dr. Amot, an Englishman. 
Still his patient said, with the Turk, " What is writ- 
ten is written ; man*s hours are marked. None can 
live beyond their time." 

In this absurd idea, which might have proceeded 
fn>m the growing feebleness of lus mind in the pro- 
gress of his disease, he continued to refuse the alle- 
viation which the skill of his English attendant might 
have afforded, for euro was impossible. He now 
drew up his will, and directed that his body should be 
opened, and its state described to his son. ** Of all 
my organs,** said he, " the stomach is the most dis- 
eased. I believe that the disease is scirrhus of the 
pylorus. The physicians at Montpeilier predicted 
that it would be hereditary in our family." Tumult- 
uous and fierce as his life had been, he died with 
some sentiments of religion. He had sent for two 
Italian priests some time before, and he calmly de- 
sired that the usual ceremonies of the Romish church 
should be coinptied with. In his last hours, he made 
this summary confession of his faith. ** I am neither 
physieien nor philotoplie,* I believe in God, and am 
of the religion of my father. I was bom a Catholic, 
and will fulfil all the duties of that church, and re- 
ceive the assistance which she administers." 
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His hours were now numbered. His complaint 
was cancer of the stomach. From the 3d of May, 
he seemed to be in a continued heavy sleep. The 
fifth w£^ a day of unexampled tempest in the island ; 
trees were every where torn up by the rocts, the sea 
lashed and rent the shores, the clouds poured down 
torrents, the wind burst through the hills with the 
loudness of thunder. In this roar of the elements, 
Napoleon perhaps heard the old echoes of battle ; 
the last words on his lips were of war; "tete d^ar^ 
rn^e^ was uttered in his dream, — ^and he died. The 
fiery spirit passed away, like Cromwell's, in storm! 

The coup d*ail of his rise and fall exhibits tbe 
most various, vivid, and dazzling career ever known ; 
the mightiest events and most singular vicissitudes 
ever crowded into the history of one man. 

CHRONOLOGY OP THE UFE OP NAPOLEON. 

ne^^Augutt \fi. Bora at Ajaecio, in Coraica. 

1779— Placed at the miUtary school of Brienne. 

1793— An ottcer of artUlery at theeiege of Toulon, and appointed gene- 
ral of brigade. 

1794— Commandfltlw con^ntional troops, and defeats the Parisians. 

1796— Appointed to the command of the army of Italy— Battle of Lodi 
—Battle of Castiglione— Battle of Areola. 

1797— Surrender o( Mantua and Trieste. AprU 18. Prelhninaries 
with Arstria signed at Leoben— French take possession of Venice- 
Treaty of Campo Formio, with Austria. 

1796— Sails for Egypt— BatUe of Embade, or the Pyramids. 

1799— itf^ay. Siege of Acre— Sails to France. Oct. 7. Lands at Fre- 
Jqs. Nov. 9. Dissolves the conventional government. Nov. 10. De- 
clared first consul. 

1800— Peace made with the Chonans— Crosses Mont St. Bernard. 
June 16. Battle of Marengo— Preliminaries with Austria sfgnedat Paris 
Dec 94. Explosion of the infbmal machine. 

1801— Treaty of Luneville with Austria— PteUmtnaries signed with 
England. 

1803— The Cisalpine Republic placed under his jurisdiction. Mareh 
37. Definitive treaty with England— Legion of Honour instituted. Avr^ 
ffust2. Declared consul for life— Swiss form of government changed by 
him. 

1803— Jfay 18. Epglish declaration of war. June 5. Hanover eon- 
qoered. 

1804— Feb. Moreau arrested. March 90. Death of the Duo d'Enghien 
— Picbegra dies in prison. May 18. He is declared Emperor. Nov. 19. 
Crowiud by the Pope. 

1809— Writes a pacific letter to the King of England. AprUn. Treaty 
of Pocersburg, between England, Enaaia, Austi^ and Sw«i^«~ Ue i» 
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46elaTCa IQuff <if Ilaly-^Msck'f iinny tnrrtn&tn tt UtiA— P^mich enter 
Vienna^BatUe of Austarlitz— Treaty of Vienna vfitb. Pni«i»— «nd of 
PfBsbnrg with Austria. 

1806— JTorcA 30. Joseph Buonaparte declared King of Naples. June 
6. Louis Bnonapsne declared Kina of Holland— Gonfbdcration of the 
Rhine— Marches against Prussia— Battle of Anentadt or Jeii»— Enten 
Berlin. Nov. 19. Hambni^h taken. 

1807— BatUe of Eyiau-or Friedland-Treatvof lllalt. 

1806— /u/y 7. Joseph Bnooaparte declared Eing of Spain— 90. 1 



der of Dupont's army at Baylen— !29. Joseph eTacnirtes Madrid. Aug. 
31. Battle of Vimfera. Nov, 5. Buonaparte arrivttraj Vittolla. Dec 4. 
Sarrender of Madrid. 

lbe»—Jannan; Biittle of Coninna— Returns to Paris. ApiH. War 
declared by Austria— Heads his army against Austria. May 10. BVench 
enter Vienna— Battle of Aspeme. July 5. BattleofWagram— Flushing 
taken by the English— Trpaty of Vienna with Austria. Dee. Lncien 
fiuonaparie arrives in England— Msrriage with Josephine dissolTsi^ 
Walcheren evacuated by tlie English. 

1810— ATorcA. Marries Maria Louisa, diinghter of Fitttds JL AcZyi 
Holland and the Hanse Towns annexed to the French empirB. AvgtuL 
Bemadotte elected Grown^Prince of Swi^en. 

1811— January L Hamburgh annexed to the smpiTe. April 70, TbM 



empress delivered of a son, who is styled Kins of Rome. 

1812— January. Swedish Pomerania seized by France. Jfov. ; 
the army agahnst Rossfa. June 11. Arrives at Konigsberg. 38. Enters 



Wilna. Aug. 18. Smolensko taken. Sept. 7. Battle pf the Bfoakwa, or 
Borodino. 14. French enter Moscow. Oct 38. Evacuate it. Nnv. 9. 
Arrives at Smolensko. J)tG. 9. Quits the anny. 18. Arrives ct Parta 

lS13—AprU. Takes the command of the army on the Elbe. Uay I. 
BanlecfLutzen. 20. Of Bautien. June 4. Armistice agreed on. SI. 
Battle of Vittoria. Aug. 17. HostiUties recommence. S8. Battle of 
Dresden. Sep^ 7. English enter France. 38. French evacaare Dresden. 
Oa. 1& Battle of Leipfdc. Nov. 15. RevdHtioii in Hrtland. Dec 8. 
English army crosses the Nieve. 

1814— Jon. I. Allies cross the Rhine. March 90. Battle oT Monf* 
martre. 31 . Allies enter Paris. April 11. Napoleon abdicates the throne. 
May 8, Arrives at Elba. 

1815— March 1. Relanda in France at Ganne» 30. Resumes the 
throne. June 1. Holds the Champ-de-MaL 11. Leaves Paris fin- Bel- 
gium. 16. Attacks (he Prussians on the Sambre. 16. Attacks BlnehcT 
<it Ligny— and Wellington at Qnatre Bras. 18. Defbated at Waterloo. 
23. Resigns the throne, finishing the hundred days. 39. Leaves Mal- 
maisvn. July 15. Received on board the Belleroi^ion. 34. At Toitay. 
Aug. 8. SaUs in the Northumberland for St. Helena. Oct. 15. Lands al 
St. Helena. 

l8il-^Uarch 17. GonaBed by Ulncas. May & Dies. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

The Reign. 

In his earlier years the king had never passed the 
limits of England. Etiquette and financial reasons 
were the cause. But he suffered little by the lestric- 
tion. He spoke with sufficient ease all the foreign 
languages required at court ; and if he lost some in- 
dulgence of rational curiosity, and some knowledge 
of the actual aspect of the continent; he gained 
much more than an equivsdent, in escaping those fo- 
reign follies which are so irreconcilably repulsive 
to the tastes of England. Tlie hussar passion was 
not strong upon lum; and though commanding a 
cavalry regiment, and fond of the allowable decora- 
tion of the soldier,, it was to more travelled propen- 
sities that we owed the frippery which, for so many 
years, turned some of the finest portions of the 
Britiidi service into a paltry imitation of the worst 
of the foreign; disguised brave men in the trap-, 
pings of mountebanks, and made a British parade 
the rival of a rehearsal at Astley's — a triumph of 
tailors. He never appeared before his people disfi- 
gured with the German barbarism of a pipe in the 
mouth, nor with the human face divine metamor- 
phosed into the bear's or the baboon's. He was an 
English gentleman ; and, 6onsciou8 that the character 
placed him above the grossness of foreign indul- 
gences, or the theatric fopperies of foreign costumes, 
he adhered to the manners of his country. 

But, immediately on his accession to the throne, 
he visited Ireland,* Hanover,! and Scotland,^ and in 

« AUfOflt, 1881. > t September, 1831 , tAagiut,18a3 

Ff 
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them all was received with the strongest marks of 
popular affection. While in Scotland, the intelli- 
gence of the Marquis of Londonderry's death reached 
him. The Marquis had died by his own hand ! The 
fatigues of public business, added to some domestic 
vexations, had disordered his brain, and, after a brief 
period of despondency, he put an end to his exist- 
ence. England regretted him as a high-minded 
statesman ; but Ireland had no sorrow for the perpe- 
trator of the Union, — a measure which, though ftdly 
merited bv the popish propensities of the legislature, 
yet offended the just pride of the people, and was 
accomplished by a process of such lavish corruption, 
such open-faced and scandalous bargain and sale, as 
aggravated the insult, imbittered the national neces- 
sity of the transaction, and stamped the last shame 
on the brow of a fallen country. 

From the close of the French war, England had 
remained in peace for ten years, with the exception 
of a war of c^ne day witht the Algerines, in 1616. 
Those barbarians had massacred a crowd of imfor- 
tunate Italians trading and fishing at Bona, under the 
British flag. The insult could not be passed over: 
and a fleet of ten sail were instantly despatched to 
demand satisfaction for this act of savagery. The 
dey scoffed at the demand; and the fleet, under 
Lord Exmouth, seconded by a Dutch squadron, under 
Admiral Von der Capellen, tore his massive fortifi- 
cations to pieces in a six hours' fire. The dey was 
forced to make the humblest apology, to beg pardon 
of the British consul, and, bv a more gratifying re- 
sult of victory, to deliver up all his Christian captives, 
md pledge himself to aboUsh piracy in his dominions. 
The latter condition, with the usual faith of barba- 
nans, he violated as soon as the British fleet were 
under sail. But Lord Exmouth had the high honour 
of sending to Italy, where they marched in solemn 
thanks^vmg procession to their churches, five 
Hundred human beings, who, but for his^ success. 
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would probably have finished their miserable lives in 
chains. 

This was the boldest action ever fought with bat- 
teries alone, and the most bloody to both the victors 
and the vanquished. The Algerine batteries were con- 
tinually reinforced during the day, and their loss was 
computed at four thousand men killed and wounded. 
A. comparison with the battles of the line, makes the 
loss in the fleet the severest ever known, in proportion 
to the numbers engaged. 

In the action of the 1st of June, there were 26 sail 
of the line (including the Audacious) in action, with 
about 17,000 men; of those 281 were killed, and 797 
wounded. Total 1078. 

In Lord Bridport's action 23d June, 1795, there 
were 14 sail, with about 10,000 men ; of whom only 
31 were killed, and 113 wounded, Total 144. 

In the action off Cape St. Vincent, there were 16 
sail of the line, with about 10,000 men ; of whom 
were killed 73, and wounded 227. Total 300. 

In Lord Duncan's action, 11th Oct. 1797, there 
were 16 sail of the line (including tWo 50's) engaged, 
with about 8000 men; of whom 191 were killed, and 
560 wounded. Total 751. 

In the battle of the Nile, 1st Aug. 1798, there were 
14 sail of the line engaged, with about 8000* men ; of 
whom 218 were killed, and 677 wounded. Total 896. 

In Lord Nelson's attack on Copenhagen, 2d April, 
1801, there were 11 sail of the line and 5 frigates en- 
gaged, with about 7000 men ; of whom 234 were 
killed, and 641 wounded. Total 875. 

In the battle of Trafalgar, 21st Oct. 1806, there 
were 27 sail of the line engaged, with about 17,000 
men ; of whom 412 were killed, and 1112 wounded. 
Total 1524. 

In the attack on Algiers there were 6 sail of the 
line and 5 frigates engaged, the crews of which 
may be computed at 5000 men ; of whom 128 were 
killed, and 690 wounded. Total 818.— If the Dutch 
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frigates were added, they may be taken at 1500, of 
whom 13 were killed, and 32 wounded ; so that the 
totals would be, of 6500 men, 141 killed, and 722 
wounded. Total 863. 

The dey paid the penalty of his defeat ; he was 
strangled in a few months after. A successor was 
easily found ; piracy flourished again, and Algiers 
luxuriated in its old system of strangling its go- 
veniors, and robbing on the high seas ; untU the late 
French expedition extinguished the dynasty. 

Peace was complete ; but it threatened to involve 
Europe in distresses scarcely less severe than those 
of the most active hostilities. In the mean time, the 
chief territorial changes, on the basis of the treaty 
of Paris,* proceeded. The imperial conquests were 
lopped away from France, and «he was reduced to 
her possessions in l'j;92. The celebrated Confedera- 
tion of the Rhine, which Napoleon had considered 
the master-stroke of hid policy, and which made the 
whole of the minor German principalities but an out- 
work of France, was deinolished by a touch of the 
pen, and a new league created in its room, from 
which French influence was totally excluded. 
Switzerland was left to its old governments; but 
Italy was given over to the sullen and unpopular 
yoke of Austria. Some of her West Indian islands 
were restored to France ; Java was given to the 
Dutch ; but England retained the true prizes of the 
war, Malta, the Cape, and the Ionian Islands. 

In the same memorable year a close had been put 
to the American war ; a war of frigate8,t idly begun, 
and willingly concluded on both sides. America 
took some of the British cruisers, ill manned, and ill 
provided ; balancing her success by a series of fool- 
ish expeditions into Canada, all which were beaten ; 
the war costing her enormous sums of money, with the 
imminent hazard of a separation between her northern 

* 30tli March, 1814. 
t See Note \l.—Paffe 413. 
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and southern states, the total stoppage of her com- 
merce, and the loss of many thousand lives. Eng- 
land closed her exploits by an attack on New-Or- 
leans, which her expedition fortunately failed to take. 
The project itself excited strong criticism, — ^the coun- 
try was a swamp, the city was a regular place of 
pestilence, where even the natives perish in yearly 
swarms by the contagion; and what must be the 
mortality of the British soldier 1 Had we not already 
sufficient swamps and fevers in the West Indies, to 
carry off the superfluity of our soldiership? The 
possession of this deplorable place would have been 
a perpetual source of irritation to America ; and would 
have cost the lives of a thousand men a-year until it 
involved us in a new quarrel, which might cost the 
lives of ten thousands.* 

The distresses of the peace became universal. 
From London to the Andes on bne side, and from 
Ijondon to the wall of China on the other, the cessa- 
tion of that vivid and violent effort of folly, ambition, 
courage, and phrensy, all combined under the name of 
war, produced a languor scarcely less fatal than the 
sword. Bankruptcy spread, like a vast fog, over Eng- 
land, America, France, and Germany, at the same 
moment. But the vigour of England is incalculable. 
No country is so perpetually tampered with by theo- 
rists ; but no country can bear tampering so well : 
she outworks their follies. Her commerce reco- 
vered : wealth rolled in upon her in a flood. Theory 
now plumed its broadest wings again: even the 
grimness of ministerial finance was lost in the ge- 
neral intoxication ; and Lord Goderich's speech, as 
chancellor of the exchequer,! — that famous speech, 
in which he professed himself unable to pour out his 
soul in language sufiiciently glowing for the golden 
prospects before him ; a proud example of the clear- 
sightedness of the prophetic budget ! gave the sanc- 

* See Noto Vn.—Page 414. 
tl825i 
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tioa of one of the most solemn of orators and stal> 
bom of financiers to the national dream. But hia 
lordship had scarcely congratulated his countrymen 
on their too abundant prosperity, when the whole fell 
into dust before his eyes — the vision vanished, the. 
rejoicing was dumb, the wealth was paper; the 
princes of the modern Tyre were outcasts, fugitives, 
beggars. Seventy-five banks broke in as many days. 
Two hundred and fifty joint-stock companies, which 
but the week before would have contracted to throw 
a bridge across tlie Atlantic, make a railway round the 
globe, or dig a tunnel to the antipodes, were in the 
gazette withDut a solvent subscriber or an available 
shilling. 

The joint-stocks deserve a historian of their own. 
The loftiest exploits of speculation hid their dimi- 
nished heads before this colossal first-born of the 
nineteenth century of swindling. Law's scheme, 
tontines, lotteries, loans, mining companies, all the 
old contrivances for breathing the national veins, 
were sport to this; even the South Sea bubble 
was the tentative dexterity, the feeble knavery of 
our speculative childhood. The joint-stocks were 
the consummate building, the grand national temple 
to Mammon, the work of our matured skill in bewil- 
dering the moneyed mind, the last labour of the ge- 
nius of overreaching ; another Babel in its erection, 
its fall, and in the dispersion of its builders to every 
corner of the earth where a debtor might escape a 
creditor. 

Yet what can exhaust the elasticity of England ! 
In a year, this catastrophe, which would have left 
the continent loaded with irremoveable ruins, was 
all but forgotten. The groimd was cleared. Com- 
merce, like the giant refreshed, was again stretching 
out its hundred hands to grasp the wealth of eartii 
and ocean ; discovering new powers and provinces 
unknown before ; forcing its way through Europe, 
against all the barziers of our alUe^, who repaid us 
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for restoring their thrones, by excomrounicating our 
trade; through America, against tariffs, tribunals, 
and the angry recollections of the war ; through In- 
dia, in defiance of the severer hostility of our fellow- 
subjects, the Company; through the ends of the 
€arth, against ignorance, jealousy, the savage war- 
fare, and remorseless superstitions of barbarism. 
Such are the miracles wrought by giving the unre- 
stricted use of his faculties to man, — the miracles of 
freedom ! And while Bnglan^ has this noble mono- 
poly in her own hands, she may laugh all others to 
scorn : she holds the key of the world's wealth, who- 
ever may stand at the gate of the treasure-chamber ; 
while she remains the freest of nations, she is sove- 
reign of the talisman by which she can create opu- 
lence and strength at a word ; turn the sands of the 
desert into gold ; and, with a more illustrious necro- 
mancy, invest things as empty as the dust and air, 
with the shape and substance of grandeur and impe- 
rial power. 

Public affairs were now on the eve of a remarkable 
change. Lord Liverpool's ministry had continued 
for twelve years since the peace, without peculiar suc- 
cess or failure ; its fortunes a copy of the man, and 
both stamped with quiet mediocrity. His system was, 
to glide on from year to year, and think that his bu- 
siness was amply done, if the twelve months passed 
without a rebellion, a war, or a national bankruptcy ; 
to shrink from every improvement, in his terror of 
change; and to tolerate every old abuse, through 
dread of giving the nation a habit of inquiry. This 
evil was less the result of his intention than of his 
nature. 

England owes no higher thanks to his memory, as 
a patron of her arts or a protector of her literature, 
than as her guide to power, or the purifier of her 
constitution. Old Cyril Jackson, when he launched 
him from Oxford to begin the world in parliament, 
-wrote to his father, '*Your son will never be a 
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Statesman.^ And the old man's sagacity was not 
mistaken. His most intimate associate has been 
heard to declare, that Lord Liverpool never read a 
book through since they were together at the uni- 
versity. The proof was given in his criminal ne- 
glect of the encouragement that an English minister 
owes to literature, as the first honour and security of 
his country. 

. 1827.— Early m this year Lord Liverpool was seized 
with a paralytic affection, which disabled him from 
public business.* The premiership had for twelve 
years been a bed of slumber. It now fell into the 
hands of one who made it a bed of feverish anxiety 
and bitter wakefulness — George Canning, the first 
debater, the most dexterous poUtician, and the hap- 
piest wit of the house ; the most perplexed, unhappy, 
and disappointed of ministers. 

His first step decided all the rest: for it was the 
first step down the precipice. He had called the 
whigs to his side. It must be acknowledged that, 
in this ominous alliance, his " poverty, but not his 
will," was the counsellor. His whole life had been 
amused with laying the lash on opposition; no 
man had oftener plucked the lion's hide over their 
ears : no man had more regularly converted the so- 
lemn liftings up of their voice into tones that set 
the house on a roar. But his former colleagues 
had deserted liim ; and he, unhappily for his fame 
and for his peace, retaliated by deserting his 
principles. In England this never has been done 
with impunity, and, until England is destined to pe- 
rish, never will be done. Canning's spirit sank und er 
his difficulties. His mind had not yet expunged 
away enough of its original honour, to attain mat 
base indifference to public opinion which makes the 
tranquillity of the base. The taunts of men incalcu- 

^ He lingered, ivjth his faculties decaying, till Deeember, 1838, whea 
iiedied. 
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lably his inferiors in intellect, and who were soon tQ 
display how far they could sink below him in poH- 
tical degradation ; vexed his graceful faculties, ex- 
hausted his sparkling animation ; and, after a brief 
period, clouded by the increasing embarrassments of 
useless allies and insidious adversaries, by painful 
consciousness, and the discovery that he had toiled 
for a shadow after all, tormented him out of the 
world. 

Thus perished, after a four months' premiership, a 
minister of whom the nation had once formed the 
highest hopes ; the friend of Sheridan, and with no 
slight share of his genius; the pupil of Pitt, and the 
ablest defender and most chosen depositary of his 
principles ; a man of refined scholarship, the hap- 
piest dexterity of conversation, keen public sagacity, 
and the most vivid^ diversified, and pungent oratory 
iu the legislature. 

Some suspicions were thrown on Canning's reli- 
gion, from the circumstance, that in his last illness, 
he ^as not attended by a clergyman. But if this be 
not directly attributable to the rapidity of his disease, 
or the negligence of those round him, we cannot 
suffer ourselves to conceive that Christianity was 
either unknown or unfelt by him who could wiite 
the following epitaph, — one of the most pathetic and 
beautiful in the whole compass of the language. 

"TO THE MEMORY OP 

" Gfsorge Charles Canning, eldest Son of the Right HoitouraMe George 
Canning and Joan Scott his Wife ; bom jSpril Sfi, IBOl— died March 
31, 182(). 

" Though short thy span. God's unimpeach^d decreet^ 
Which made that shortened span one long disease, 
Yet merciful in chastening, gave thee scope 
For mild redeeming virtues,— faith and hope, 
Meek resignation, pious charity ; 
And» Hince this world was not the world for thee, 
Far fh>m thy path removed, with partial care, 
Strife, glory, gain, and pleasure's flowery snare ; 
Bade earth's temptations pass thee harmless by. 
And fix'd on Heaven thine unaverted eye \ 
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« O ! mark'd ftom birth, and nurtrar»d, for the skkMi \ 
In youth, with more than leaming's misdom wise ' 
As sainted martyrs, patient to endure * 
Simple as unwean'd infancy, and pure I 
Pore ttom all stain (save that of human clay, 
Which Christ's atoning blood hath washed away)' 
By mortal sufferings now no more oppress'd. 
Mount, sinless spirit, to thy destin'd rest ! 
While I — ^reversed our nature's kindlier doom- 
Four forth a Other's aorrowa on thy tomb." 



CHAPTER XX. 

The Catholic Questiofu 



• •••*•••• • 

The statutes aguinst popery in England and 
Ireland were the restrictions, not of a religious faith, 
but of a political faction ; enacted, not against dis- 
sidents from the church of England, but against 
rebellious partisans of the house of Stuart. The 
question was one, not of the liturgy, but of the sword. 
The Stuarts lost the day. They were exiled ; and 
the soldiers whom they left behind, were disabled by 
the provisions of law m>m again stirring up rebellion, 
and again shedding the blood of freemen in the c-ause 
of tyrants and slaves. 

But the decline of the exiled dynasty no sooner 
made the relaxation of those penalties in any degree 
safe, than they were relaxed. The oath of alle- 
giance,* leases for 999 years,t the full purchase of 
landed property, the extinction of all disabilities, 
relative to education, the unrestrained public exer- 
cise of iheir religious rites and tenets ;{ elevated 

* 13th and 14th Geo. in., cap. S5. 

1 17th and I8th Geo. m., cap. 49. i By the act of 1782. 
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the sons of that soldiery, from the condition na- 
tural to a defeated army, to a rank of privilege never 
possessed by Protestants under a popish government. 
The question was then laid aside. It slept from 1 782 
to 1792,^ — ten years of peace and singular prosperity 
in Ireland. 

But in 1789 France began to disturb the world. 
The manufacturing districts in the north of Ireland, 
much connected with America by trade and indivi- 
dual intercourse, rapidly adopted the idea of emu- 
lating the American revolt, while England was in the 
first perplexities of an approaching war. The 
Presbyterian of the north scorned the Roman Catho- 
lic of the south ; and would have disdained the re- 
public which was to be buttressed by the popish 
altar. But all that could embarrass government must 
be tried. Some millions of peasantiy in tumult 
would form an important diversion ; and the agents 
of a faction that owned neither a king nor a God, 
were sent out to tell the Roman Catholic that he was 
excluded from the favour of his king, and restricted 
in the exercise of his religion. 

The topic which was adopted by the Presbyterian 
republican to embarrass the English cabinet, was 
adopted, of course, by the whigs in the Irish parlia- 
ment to embarrass the Irish minister. From Ire- 
land it was transmitted for the use of opposition in 
England. 

The purpose in these pages is not to discuss the 
point of theology, but to give a glance at the progress 
of the question. After years of contest, it was 
brought mto the cabinet by Canning. In his reluc- 
tant exile from office, he had taken it as the common 
burden of opposition, and he bore it back with him. 
It now formed the endless tamit of his late col- 
leagues. " Will you repeal the Test Act, and over- 
throw the establishment] Will you bring in Ca- 
tholics to legislate for Protestants, and overthrow 
the Constitution V was the perpetual outcry of the 
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champion, Mr. Peel, acrbss the house, echoed by the 
congenial virtue of Mr. Dawson, and their retainers, 
and chiefly by the Duke of Wellington, who '* could 
not comprehend the possibility of placing Roman 
Catholics in a Protestant legislature with any kind 
of safety, and whose personal knowledge told him, 
that no king, however Catholic, could govern hi» 
Catholic subjects without the aid of the pope.' 
Canning left the question as Fox had left it. Lor 
Goderich's short-lived ministry ran in and out of 
the cabinet with too breathless haste to decide 
on any thing. It perished of a fracas between 
two treasury officials, and expired on the road to 
Windsor. 

In 1838 the Duke of Wellington became prime 
minister. The empire, weary of the futile genera- 
tion that had just dropped out of power, rejoiced at 
the accession of a man distinguished in the public 
service, bound to the national interests by the most 
munificent rewards, and pledged in the most solemn 
and voluntary manner to resist the demands of 
popery. But his first steps taught the nation the 
hazards of premature applause. The formation of 
his cabinet was assailed, in parliament, under every 
shape of ridicule. The merits of his colleagues were 
loudly declared to be all summed up in the words 
mediocrity and submission. The ministers were 
called clerks, and the cabinet — a " bureau adjoining 
the Horse Guards." It must be owned that the 
premier's antipathies did not fall chiefly on indivi- 
duals trained by the habits of their lives to ungf/estton- 
ing* obedience. To the astonishment of England, 
her civil offices were filled with soldiers ! the minis- 
ter's quarter-master-general governed the colonies; 
his aid-de-camp governed the civil department of the 
army; his subordinates in the field were the admi- 
nistrators of employments so important to constitu- 
tional security, that they had never before sone out 
of civil hands.' But if the principle of siSnnisston 
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be essential to public happiness, the cabinet, the 
quarter-master, the aid-de-carap, the whole array of 
this martial government, lived on the breath of the 
premieres nostrils ; and they have justified tbfe saga- 
city of the theory by the most unmurmuring acquies- 
cence in the memory of man 

So great a power has not been in the hands of any 
EngUsh subject since Wolsey, but one — ^and that one 
was Cromwell! 

For purposes still undeveloped, it became the de- 
termination of this formidable depositary of public 
wisdom, to admit Roman Catholics into the legisla- 
ture. — The first step was, to repeal the Test Act, a 
barrier erected by the founders of the constitution. 
It was left to whig hands, the fittest for the work of 
constitutional overthrow ; and the honour of puUing 
it down was given to a descendant of that Russefl 
who had cemented the establishment with his 
blood. 

The Test Act might have been obsolete; the 
dissenters might have suddenly become lovers of the 
establishment; the establishment might have sud- 
denly acquired some new principle of immortality; 
yet the eagerness of Episcopal assent given to its 
overthrow, showed that some of the English prelacy 
had more confidence in the minister than knowledge 
of human nature. ther clerics, of less exalted rank^ 
but less confiding, saw, in the very suggestion of 
this repeal, a summons to the consecrated guardians 
of Protestantism, to collect their scattered strength, 
to abandon their habitual dependence on politicians, 
and to show that the liighest trust which can be re- 
posed in earthly hands, was not to be sacrificed to a 
fond security in the promises of ofiice.^ — The repeal 
was passed, and the darkest prediction was instantly 
verified. It was found to be a direct preliminary to 
that measure, which its ovm chief abettor pronounced 
** a breach of the constitution." 

Yet if the nature of the repeal escaped English 
Gg 
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simplicity, it was deeply comprehended by Irish 
faction. Public meetings, assemblages in tie Ro- 
mish chapels, proclamations to mobs, spoke trum- 
pet-tortgued in Ireland. But to the universal as- 
tonishment, the vigour of the English ministry had 
suddenly assumed the attitude of majestic repose. 
The quick, vindictive vigilance of a cabinet of sol- 
diership had softened into the unruffled calmness of 
the gods of Epicurus,— all vi^as tranquillity. 

The Irish papers came filled with statements of 
the most furious harangues, processions, and meet- 
ings, daylight rausterings, and midnight conflagra- 
tions. The minister was asked hourly in parliament, 
" Have those things reached your ears ? A parlia- 
ment is open in the Irish capital denouncing England 
in the most traitorous language. Will you suffer it, 
to remain open ? An individual of notorious popu- 
lar influence is making regular progresses through 
the country, distributing an order of knighthood of 
his own creation, with the colour of rebellion, and 
mottoes telling the people that he who would be 
free must himself strike the blow. Would this be 
endured in England 1 If a demagogue collect a mob 
in Manchester, the law has power to seize him. 
Does the passage of the Irish channel mutilate 
the law?" 

On the 5th of February, 1829, a day which will be 
long recorded in the evil calendar of England and of 
Europe, the king's speech, delivered by commission, 
declared that the time was come for the entrance of 
the Roman Catholics into the Protestant legislature! 
The public indignation was boundless. It recapitu- 
lated the solemn denials that had been given in every 
form to the suspicion that such 'a measure was 
intended. It recalled the unequivocal pledges that 
every leading member of the cabinet had personally 
given to the integrity of the Protestant constitution. 
It pointed to the express words from year to year, 
in which they had founded their resistance to the 

\ 
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popish demands, on the prirtfnples of popery ; not on 
temporary considerations, but on the essential nature 
of the rehgion. And no member of the cabinet had 
spoken more unequivocally on the principles of po- 
pery than the Duke of Wellington. 

In the debate on the Marquis of Lansdowne's 
motion, he had said : — ^" The question is one merely 
of expediency, and I ground my opposition, not 
on any doctrinal points, but on the church govern- 
meiU of the Catholics. Nobody can have looked 
at the transactions in Ireland for the last 150 years, 
without at the same time seeing, that th^ Roman 
Catholic church has acted on the principle of com- 
binaiion, and that this combination has been the in- 
strument by which all the evil that has been done has 
been effected ! We axe told that Whatever may be 
the cause of the present evils in Ireland, Catholic 
emancipation is the remedy. My lords, I am afraid, 
that if, in addition to Catholic emancipation, we were 
to give up to the Roman Catholics of Ireland the 
church estabhshmem in Ireland, we should not have 
found a remedy for the evil produced by this combi- 
nation; unless we could find the means of connecting 
the Roman Catholic church with the government of 
the country. But, my lords, we are told there are 
securities. I beg leave to remind the noble marquis, 
and the noble and learned lord on the cross bench 
(Plunket), of a fact which they cannot deny, that the 
Catholics themselves have alt along olyected to secu- 
rities. He cannot, therefore, be surprised, that we 
who fod strongly on the svhject should wish to Jeel 
secure as to the safety of the church and state, before 
we venture on such an experiment as this. , 

" My lords, I am very much afraid that the Romii 
Catholic religion, in its natural state, is not vefy 
Javourable to civil government in any part of Europe. 
And I must beg your lordships to observe, that in all 
the countries of Europe, the sovereigns have, at dif- 
ferent periods,/ound it necessary, as was stated by 
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my noble and learned friend (Lord Colchester) to- 
night, to call upon the people to assist them in the 
govemmerU of their people /'' 

On this speech no comment can be necessary. 
Next comes the immaculate sincerity of Mr. Peel ; 
his whole and sole reason for refusing to join the 
Canning ministry being his horror of the imputa- 
tion of taking any share in carrying the Catholic 
question ! 

" For a space of eighteen years^^ said this ingenu- 
ous and honest personage, **I have followed one 
undeviating course of conduct, offering, during the 
whole of that time, an uncompromising, but a tempe- 
rate, a fair, and, as 1 believe, a constitutional resistance 
to the making any further concessions to the Roman 
Catholics ! The opinions which I held during that 
time I still hold ; and I thought from having always 
avowed these opinions, but, above all, from having 
while in office taken an active and, I may perhaps 
say, an impoiTtant part against the claims of Catholics, 
that I could not remain in office, after events ren- 
dered it probable that I should be the single minister 
of the crown who was likely to continue opposed to 
them!"— ('^««'^ 1827.) 

But, on Canning's introduction of the question into 
the house, he stated his principles of resistance. 
The document might figure in tne history of Bubb 
Doddington; to some future Le Sage it will be 
invaluable. 

The Right Honourable Robert Peel said;— -« Mr. 
Pitt has been charged with supporting the Catholic 
claims; but what were his words in 1805 1 After 
saying * that he would not, under any circumstances, 
Bor any possibte situation of affairs, consent that it 
f ibuld be discussed or entertained as a question of 

ght,' that minister had proceeded—*!, sir, have 

ever been one of those who have held that the term 
! emancipation is, in the smallest degree, applicable 
to the repeal of the few remaining penal statutes to 
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which the Catholics are liable. I cannot shut my 
eyes to the fact, that the Roman Catholic must be 
anxious to advance his religion.' Those were Mr. 
Pitt's principles ; and it was on those grounds that he 
(Mr. Peel) had always opposed what was termed 
Catholic emancipation. 

" Could any man, acquainted with the state of 
the world, doubt for a moment, that there was 
engrafted on the Catholic religion something more 
than a scheme for promoting mere religion- ? That 
there was in view the furtherance of a means 
by which man could acquire authority over man? 
Could he know what the doctrine of absolution, of 
confession, of indulgences, was, without a suspicion 
that those doctrines were maintained for the purpose 
of establishing the power of man over the minds 
and hearts of menl What was it to him what 
ihe source of the power was called, if practically it 
was such? 

"He held in his hand a proclamation, or bull, 
addressed by Pope Pius VIL, in 1807, to the Irish 
Catholics, granting an indulgence of three hundred 
days from the pains of purgatory to those who should 
devoutly recite, ai stated times, three short ejacu- 
lations, of which the first was — ' Jesus ! Maria ! 
Joseph ! I offer to you my ardent heart !' When 
he saw such a mockery of all religion as this resorted 
to, to prop up the authority of man over man) when 
he saw such absurdity as this addressed to rational 
Cathohcs, and received by rational Catholics, and pub- 
lished among a superstitious and illiterate populace, 
it was m vain to tell him that such things could be in- 
effective, 

** He thought it right to retain all the existing dut 
abilities^ as far as related to admitting Catholics to |B 
legislature and to offices of state. He had felt iliar 
he had no choice, but to state with firmness, Ihough, 
he trusted, without asperity, the principles which his 
reason dictated, and which his honour ahd conscience 
^ Gfi:2 
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compelled him to maintain ! He had never adopted 
his opinions upon it, either from /deference to iiio:h 
station, or that which might be more fairly expected 
to impress him, high ability. It was a matter of con- 
solation to him, that he had now an opportunity of 
showing his adherence to those tenets which he had for- 
merly espoused ; that, if his opinions were unpopular, 
he stood by them still, when the influence and authority 
that might have given them currency were gone ; and 
w^hen It was impossible, he believed, that in the mind 
of any human bein^, he could stand suspected of 
pursuiusf his principles with any view to favour or 
personal aggrandizement !" — (Speech, 1837.) 

Copley (Lord Lyndhurst) declared, that " The ques- 
tion was not now as to the prevalence of the Roman 
Catholic religion, but it was this— Whether Protest- 
antism was to be continued in Ireland. And the per- 
son took a very narrow view of the subject, who could 
entertain a doubt on the poinW*^ — (Speech, 1827.) 

Mr. Goulbum, who had been secretary in Ireland, 
and been sent there, from his peculiar Protestantism, 
to balance any possible irregularities in the lord 
lieutenant's theology, declared, " That he had never 
attempted to conceal from himself the state of Ire- 
land. But he differed totaUy from those honourable 
gentlemen who fondly imagined that Catholic eman- 
cipation could be productive of results so beneficial 
as to remove its distresses. Believing, as he did, that 
the dangers of Catholic emancipation would be 
greater than its benefits, he felt himself called on to 
give it his decided negative.'^^— {Speech, 1827.) 

Mr. George Dawson declared, " That he should 
not labour to prove that the admission of the Roman 
jflfitholics to the privileges of parliament was con' 

tbry to the whole spirit of the constitution ! The 
Oman Catholic priesthood, who exercised over their 
flocks such unbounded sway, were a body of men 
^suming and vneXding pditicd power, greater than 
the legislature itself. And it was to add to and con- 
Digitized by poogle 



1829.] THB CATHOUC QVESTIOIC. S00 

solidate that power, that the honourable baronet 
(Burdett) had Just caJlea on the house. 

**The Catholic religion remained unchanged; and 
so long as it should continue unchanged, so long 
would it he necessary to oppose the claims of the 
Catholics.''--<i^«ec^ 1827.) 

Each individual of those, and their fellow-officials, 
who all pledged themselves with equal distinctness, 
had founded Ms declarations, not upon circumstances, 
which might change, but upon the nature of die 
Romish church, which scorns the idea of change. 
Yet, with the interval of scarcely more than a single 
session, all those men faced about, as if at the tap of 
the drum, and delivered their convictions ^or the 
measure, against which they had declared those con- 
victions unalterable. 

The converts! were instantly taunted in the strongs 
est language of national scorn. The most contempt- 
uous phrases that human disdain could invent were 
heaped upon them. The brand was burned on them to 
the bone. But by what sullen influence, or with what 
ultimate purpose, this unaccountable change was 
wrought, must be left to that investigation which sits 
upon the tomb, and declares the infinite emptiness of 
the amplest reward for which a public man barters 
tho respect of his country. 

\et, one of the most painful features of the entiie 
transaction was the scandal of an individual whose 
sacred office ought to have secured him from so deep 
a fall. On the night of the final debate, in which 
the primates of England and Ireland declared their 
strongest abhorrence of the ministerial measure, 
Lloy(^ bishop of Oxford, who had voted against it in 
the preceding session, put himself forward as its de- 
fender. The chief part of his speech was the ram- 
bling declamation which was familiar to the house. 
But he had a novelty in reserve. ** I have heard it 
charged against noble lords," said this miserable 
man, "that they are introducing men into the house 
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whose religion they have already sworn to be idola- 
trous. Now, I acknowledge that 1 have taken that 
oath. 1 have sworn that the invocation of saints 
and the sacrifice of the mass are idolatry; but I 
have not sworn that all papists are guilty of idola- 
try. Some of their actions may be idolatrous, and 
«ome, in my solemn judgment, have a tendency to 
. dolatry itself. But if they are not wilfully and in- 
tentionally guilty of idolatry, they are not, in my 
opinion, guilty of idolatry before God." 

Even the house listened with astonishment to this 
monstrous doctrine. On this principle, crime must 
depend altogether on the name. If the murderer 
can'but persuade himself that he stabs for the public 
or for the priest, he is a murderer no longer. The 
crime is not in the breach of the law of man, nor in 
tfie insult to the law of God, but in the fancy of the 
criminal. This was the true Romish principle, on 
which the slaugliter of heretics is still justified ; the 
deed is done, not for bloodshed, but for saintship ; not 
to kill the body, but to save the soul ; and thus is 
massacre a virtue ! The Israelite, dancing round the 
golden calf, should have known this argument, and 
proved that Moses was a persecutor. The Athenian 
idolater should have learned in the school of the 
Oxford professor, and beaten St. Paul out of the 
field. Both had only to say, that in worshipping 
idols, in praying to them, offering incense, and ex- 
pecting the cure of diseases and the remission of 
sins from them, they did not intend to commit idola- 
try, — and they were idolaters no more. 

The pubhc received the announcement of this 
theory of crime with the bitterest reprobation. The 
logician despised the shallowness of the sophist.— 
The cleric shrank from the doctrine of the divine. 
Its utterer was undone. He was compared to Par- 
ker, the basest of apostates, also bishop of Oxford. 
The pubhc journals tore up his doctrine and his 
character together. No man can long resist tliia 



d by Google 



1829.] THX CATHOLIC QUESTION. 897 

Storm, tmless he find strength within. The wretched 
prelate made no defence : he shrank from the inflio- 
tion ; and in a single month from the (ime of his fata] 
speech, the defender of idolatry was in his grave. 

Yet this was the man who could thus describe 
Irish popery, and in the very same speech. Nothing 
can be more true or more formidable than the descrip- 
tion. 

^ The dangers of the church of Ireland come not 
from within, but from without. She is brought into 
competition with a rival church — a church neither 
missionary nor established, but pretending to he 
estahluked^ in a country in which there is already a 
church established by law ; this church having at its 
head two-aud-twenty bishops, nominally appointed 
by the pope, but really, at least in general, elected 
by themselves— bishops connected together not only 
by the ties of their peculiar religion, but by the hands 
tifUch tinite the fiflows ef a co//i^e— having under 
them, as it is stated, a body of mree thowand Jive 
hundred clergy, placed beyond the pale and protec- 
tion of the law, in their spuitual relation; and in no 
way responnhh to the Uvao ! — ^men entirely under the 
control and supNerintendence of the bishops, remova^ 
ble at will, having no appeal to the king's courts, in 
case of a suspension ecclesiastically irregular ; and, 
in truth, in evenr point submitted to the arbitrary 
authority of the bishops ;— these clergy apin exer'- 
cising over their flocks the most unlinUtea influence^ 
the most undisputed sway ; and doing this chiefly by 
the tenets of their rdieiony which places the consciences 
of their votaries Mtogether at their disposal!" — 
(speech on the Relief ml, April 2, 1829.) 

The measure was carried by a majority of 106 ! in , 
the lords, where it had been always thrown out with 
disdain. The whole people petitioned in vain. The 
London petition alone was signed by upwards of a 
hundred thousand householders. Thousands and hun- 
dreds of thousands of the gentry and professional 
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classes of England sent up the strongest remon- 
strances to the legislature. Still the measure -was 
urged on; it was voted through; all entreaties for 
time to take the public sense on a question which 
touched the birthright of every freeman of;Etigland 
were refused. " Come to the vote" was the dictato- 
rial language of those who knew that whatever they 
might want in argument they made up in numbers. 
The measure was haughtily carried, and Roman 
Catholics were made members of that legislature 
which, by their religious tenets, they pronounce to be 
impious and heretical; governors of tliat people 
which they pronounce to be incapable of salvation ; 
arbiters of that civil and religious freedom which it 
is the first principle of popery lo extinguish in all 
kingdoms ; and counsellors of that king whom Rome 
denounces as a revolter from its fealty and its religion. 
But if the measure had been the quintessence of 
public good, it would have been scandalized by the 
nature of its origin. No man could be found to ac- 
knowledge its parentage then ; it is cast fatherless 
on the world even now. Instead of the openness 
which ought to have eminently distinguished a ques' 
tion, aifecting not a party, but an empire, — ^uot a ses- 
sion, but the last hour at which England may boast 
of a parliament,— all was mystery. Its councils were 
all carried on in whispets. . As the time approached, 
the secrecy grew more mystical ; the curtains were 
drawn closer round the cabinet; the chief justice who 
drew the bill, after the task had been indignantly 
refused by the attorney-general. Sir Charles Wether- 
ell, was merged in a dajTkness so profound, that it 
has never left him since. The master of the mint's 
right hand did not know what his left was doing. 
The chancellor of the exchequer made sermons, or 
speeches like sermons, of triple the usual length and 
sanctity. The home secretary itinerated the country, 
with a smile and a speech for every village, and 
panegyrized steam engines and the constitution. 
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The premier himself was so unconscious of what 
was passing, that he wrote the following billet, evi- 
dently as a matter of familiar intercourse, to an 
Irish friend, who had expressed some curiosity to 
know the news of London: — 

" My DfiAR Sir, — I have received your letter of the 
4th instant ; and I assure you, you do me justice in 
believing that I am sincerely anxious to witness the 
settlement of the Roman Catholic question, which, 
by benefiting the state, would confer a benefit on 
every individual belonging to it. 

'* But I confess / see no prospect of such a settle- 
ment. Party has been mixed up with the considera- 
tion of the question to such a degree, and such vio- 
lence pervades every discussion of it, that it is tm- 
possihle to expect to prevail on men to consider it dis- 
passionately. 

« If we could bury it in oblivion for a short time 

and employ that time diligently in the consideration 

of its difficulties on all sides (for thejr are very g^reat), 

I should not despair of seeing a satisfactory remedy. 

" Believe me, my dear Sir, 

« WELLINGTON. 

"* London, Dec. 11,1828." 

This letter was addressed to Dr. Curtis, the head 
of the Irish Roman Catholic priesthood : and, trans- 
mitted to such hands, it of course c^e instantly 
before the public. The Irish laughed at the style, 
and said that in " burying matters in oblivion for a 
time" and •* employing the same time in considering 
them," they recognised their countryman. But the 
English, who overlook those things in a military* pre- 
rnier, universally regarded the billet as precisely of 
the same class with those which the whigs had writ- 
ten whenever they had a hope of power ; the easy, 
official form of getting rid of the claimants altoi- 
jether. 
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In MX weeks from the date of this unsuspecting let- 
ter, the measure was proclaimed with all pomp and 
ceremonial in the king's speech ! So brief is obli- 
vion, and so blind is sagacity. 

But the people had a sagacity of their own, that 
saw further than the simple optics of the cabinet 
In the midst of the minister's prospects of eternal 
conciliation, of amity treading on perpetual flowers, 
and national friendship taming down the wild pas- 
sions and rugged jealousies of the people, like an- 
other Cybele, scattering oil and wine from a chariot 
drawn by lions ; while the home secretary revelled 
in poetic raptures, and even the premier relaxed the 
rigidity of the ministerial brow ; while Scylla 

** Chid her barking wbtm Into attention, 
And fell Charybais mnnnnred soft appbrnae -^ 

the people declared that the evil day had been only 
precipitated ; that the Irish demagogues, instead of 
receiving the measure as a pledge of peace, would 
turn it into an immediate instrument of turbulence ; 
that they would see nothing in it but a proof that 
clamour, aggression, and intimidation were the true 
weapons for their cause, and that the more they 
asked, and the more insolently they asked it, the 
surer they were to succeed. Ministers were told— - 
*' Popery never required any thing but power, and 
never made any other use of it than to perplex and 
crush the Pr^estant. If you give that power; if 
you send the Roman Catholic back to Ireland, not 
the petitioner that he came, but the conqueror, 
clothed in the spoils of the constitution ; if you put 
the cup into his hand, out of which the first drop 
thrown on the ashes of rebellion will blaze up into 
inextinguishable flame ; you will have to thank only 
yourselves for the deepest hazards that ever tried the 
empire." 
The prediction wa» scofied at ; and now, within 
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ft twelyemontbf wcr have a demand for ^ the repeal 
of the Union," which would end in a separation of 
the countiies, a summons openly issued for a popish 
parliament, and the proposed organization of a na- 
tional army on the model of the volunteers of 1782! 
We have a startled proclamation of the Irish lord* 
lieutenant, declaring that designs dangerous to the 
public peace are on foot, and threatening thJe ven- 

feance of the law on this •• conciliated** people. We 
ave an answering proclamation from the Catholic 
** agitators," declaring that the Irish government 
thimui itself justified in trampling on the people ; that 
*^ the want of a domestic and national legislature in 
Ireland willjmd means to make itself known / and that 
those means will be irresistible /" So much for mili- 
tary legislation ! 

The whole of Europe looked with the keenest anx- 
iety to the discussion of the Catholic question ; and 
its continental results are felt already. All the 
minor Protestant states, which relied on England as 
their protectress, were alarmed by finding that her 
legislature had changed its .character. All the po- 
pish stales triumphantly regarded the measure as an 
approach ta thcur system. But the example of a 
parliameiit submiisive to the extent of ** breaking in 
upon the free constitution," of which the empire had 
boasted for lOne hundred and thirty years, chiefly 
caught the tastes of the French king, who instantly 
resolved upon making the experiment of a submissive 
parliameant,— finding the old one stubborn, cashiered 
it, — to procure a new one lor his purpose, would have 
cashiered the conatitutionr-^Bs defeated in the at- 
tempt, — and has now betMaeathed the tremendous evi- 
dence of p<»>ular strength to the partisans of revolu- 
tion throughout the world. And those are but the 
first results of the " great healing measure" of Ca- 
tholic Emancipation! 



Hh 



d by Google 



362 OBOBGS THE FOVBTH. [1829. 

[The advocates ei Catholic emancipation stood on 
the broad basis of the rights of man— they insisted 
CMi the universally acknowledged principle, "that 
among the natural rights which man retains are all 
the intellectual rights, or rights of the mind: conse- 
quently reUgion is one of those rights." Every man, 
when he applies his judgment to the religion of his 
neighbour, is conscientiously bound to allow that his 
adoption of it was the act of a free aeent ; and whether 
it agree with or differ from that which has received 
the civil sanction of the State, he is only warranted 
and justified in concluding that by adopting it, he has 
exercised that liberty of conscience which supersedes 
all power and control of the civil magistrate. Es- 
tentvally w^ustj then^ is every civU or temporal law 
which persecutes man for his religious persuasion, by 
pretending to annul or ahridee his liberty of conscience. 

How the measure of Catholic emancipation could 
have been resisted, or even retarded, by fi;ood and 
enlightened men, acknowledging the trmh and the 
^ness of this principle, cannot l^ easily explained. 
That the spirit of temporizing has long hovered over 
this measure, must be admitted. By reflecting on 
the influence of this spirit, we may, in some measure, 
account for the apathy of some and the antipathies 
of many of the statesmen who afterward became the 
most active and distinguished friends of the Catholics. 
We see it generally as an involuntary aflection of 
the mind, induced by some cause which has first 
subdued or rendered it for the time incapable of its 
freedom of deliberation, and deprived it of its wonted 
ener^ and vigour in action. Various are the causes 
which operate this effect— pride, joy, success, and 
prosperity, the intrigues, flattery, and seduction of 
others, the weakness, blindness and perverseness of 
ourselves. It is not the isolated aflection of one hu- 
man being, but the gregarious quality of a whole so- 
ciety. To prevent it absolutely at all times, is a 
moral impossibility ; to check it at any time, is a mat- 
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ter of extreme difficulty; to correct it before disas- 
ter works the cure, is the most honourable though 
unthankful office of the lover of his country. That 
this spirit militates against discussion and investiga* 
tion, as self-evident. The struggling efforts of truth 
are often overpowered by this impetuous torrent— 
her voice is drowned, and her very being is borne 
away» undistinguished from the angry and turbid 
stream. No wonder, then, that the progress of the 
Catholic cause was slow ; the wonder is, how it could 
have made any advances. It was opposed with en« 
ergy and earnestness. This opposition created cor- 
respondent feelings in its advocates, until at length 
they rescued it from tlie darkness with which bigotry 
and ignorance covered it, and restored to the Catho- 
lics those riffhts, of which it is now universally ad- 
mitted they had been crueljy and unjustly deprived* 

The opponents of the Catholic claims urged their 
rejection on the plea that the constitution of Great 
Britain was a Protestant constitution. To this it was 
answered, that it was originally Catholic ; tliat it was 
founded by Catholics ; that the great laws to which 
the people owed tiieir liberty were the work of 
Catholics ; that at the time of the Revolution no 
change was made in the constitution, and that then 
nothing was done beyond making a declaration of 
right, because they could not go farther than the 
Catholics had gone; that the bill of rights was a de» 
claratory law ; it was declaratory of the rights ob- 
tained by our Catholic ancestors. Hence it was con- 
cluded, that the Protestants had no exclusive right 
laid dowii, and that they have no exclusive right to 
the constitution. 

The charge of moral atrocity was also met by the 
declarations of the Catholic prelates, who stated that 
it was not the doctrine of the Catholic church to sup- 
port or obey any foreip^ temporal power, and that to 
break faith with heretics was no part of their creed* 
[t was also urged, on die side of the Catholics, tha' 

Digitized by Google 



864 GEORGE tHE Fotntni. [1829. 

the chai^ of moral atroeity could not be sustained 
against them without libelling the Chnstianreligrion : 
monstrous crimes are incompatible with the Christian 
religion which they i^rofess, and the argument of 
moral atrocity would not make against the Catholic 
religion alone, but against Christianity in ^neral. 
The reasoning went to this, that the religion of Christ- 
endom was an abomination ; and if an abomination^ 
they were emphatically asked why they tolerated it. 

From the charge of moral atrocity tne opponents 
of the Catholics passed to the assertion, that their 
emancipation would be incompatible with the safety 
of England. The plain meaning of this is, that no 
man could be a good British subject unless he be- 
longed to the established church. In answer, it was 
shown that the Irish Parliament declared that the 
Catholics were gcod subjects. In 1791, they stated 
that it was necessary for the security of the country 
to give them a share of political power. That par- 
liament gave them the privilege of holding landed 
property, and put arms in their hands. It was enacted, 
" that it shall and may be lawful for papists, or per- 
sons professing the Popish religion, to hold, exercise, 
and enjoy all civil and military offices, or places of 
trust ^md profit under his Majesty." 

The history of Ireland has been appealed to as 
furnishing strong arguments in f)&vour of the oppo- 
nents of this question^ To this it was replied, that 
the historian in the case of Ireland is, generally 
speaking, peculiarly bad authority. He wrote to 
gratify power, and he flattered it ; his own private 
advantage absorbed all his thoughts, and his contem- 
plation only dwelt on that which mi^t be turned to 
his own account, or that of his employers. They 
were called on to state the case of Ireland fairly, and 
liot to fly back to barbarous times and long exploded 
principles ; to state her transactions since she became 
a nation, not to go back to senseless follies ; not to 
BBy^ on jihjs spot such a crime was committed, on 
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this spot such a chieftain raised his rebellious stand- 
ard. They were called on to come at once to the 
point, and say, here a Catholic regiment held its 
ground, and nobly shared the dangers of that battle 
the laurels of which it was not destined to share.—* 
These arguments prevailed, and Irishmen can now 
fight the battles of their country, fret <u they are 
brave. — American PublUhert.] 



1€30. — The life of George the Fourth was now 
hastening to its dose. He had lost his brother, the 
Duke of York,* to whokn he had been peculiarly at- 
tached, and whose death was sincerely mourned by 
both king and people. For some years his majesty 
had been affected by complaints which must have 
imbittered even royal enjoyments. He had frequent 
returns of the gout, and it was subs^uently ascer- 
tained that the valves of the heart were partially os- 
sified; yet a remarkable strength of constitution sus- 
tained him : to the last, his manners were courtly, 
his conversation was animated, and his recoUection 
of persons and circumstances singularly quick and 
interesting. But the severe winter of 1829, by de- 
priving him of exercise in the open air, disposed him 
to dropsical S3rmptoms. He resided in the Lodge at 
Windsor, a retreat too dreary for an invalid. Slight 
fits of an indisposition were rumoured, from the be- 
ginning of the year ; but on the 151h of April a 
bulletin was issued, stating that he suffered under 
a bilious attack, accompanied by embarrassment in 
his breathing. He partially recovered, and transacted 

gublic b^isiness ; in which, however, from feebleness, 
8 was obliged to delegate the sign-manual to com- 
missioners. But, for nearly a month before his 
death, his majesty was aware of his situation ; and, 
though not without hopes of life, he felt the ne- 
cessity of preparing for the great change. About the 



* 0th January, IW. 
Hh9 
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mid^e of June his physicians were said to haye in^ 
timated that medicine could do no more; an an- 
nouncement which he received with manly and deco- 
roos resignation, ottering' the words, ^ God's will be 
done!" 

On the 34th of June his majesty became still mor« 
exhausted, and remained chiefly in a kind of slumbei 
for the next forty-eight houri. On the d6tfa, at three 
in the morning, tl^ attendant was startled by his 
suddenly rising from his bed, and expressing s<ime 
inward pain; a fit of coughing came on while he 
was in his physician^s arms; he ejaculated, ''Oh 
God! I am dying*," in a few seconds after, he said, 
^' This is death;" and* at a quarter past three, ex- 
pired. 



The details which have been already given of his 
majesty's life prevent the necessity of making any 
Immediate remarks on his character. Some state- 
ments of those early errors into which h6 was drawn 
by the strong temptations that beset a prince, and! 
some traits of the individuals who rendered them 
selves disgracefully conspicuous by administering te 
those errors, have been intentionally omitted. Thevi 
insertion here would be repulsive to the feelings of 
the writer, and of no advantage to the reader. 

The progress of the arts;, of which his majesty 
was a liberal patron, — the improvements of London, 
chiefly due to his taste,— and the general mtellectual 
progress of the empire during his reign,-^aU topics of 
interest, aarei necessarily restricted by the limits of the 
^volume. 

As to the personal opinions delivered in these 
pages, the wi'iter has had no object in them but 
truthi ^«id, not feeling disused to turn away from 
its avowal, nor to stoop to the arts by which duf^ 
jcity thrives, he has told the truth with the plainness 
(thai becomes a subject.of England. To any remarks 
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that may be made on such plainness from one of his 
profession, he gives the unanswerable reply — that it 
is his profession which ought to take the lead in all 
truth; that if it have ever suffered its brow to be 
humbled by honours ignobly won, or its free limbs 
jto be entangled in the cloak of the hireling, it owes 
a duty to itself to show that this baseness is against 
its nature ; it owes a duty to its holy religion to show 
that a churchman may be in earnest, when, with the 
Scriptures in his hand, he declares, that there are 
higher objects for the immortal spirit than the mixed 
and vulgar temptations of oiu* corrupted state of 
society; and that, "being content with food and 
raiment," the Christian should leave personal and 
public meanness to their reward; shnnk from the 
degrading elevation, which is to be gained only by 
leaving conscience behind ; and seek no honours but 
those which are alike above human passion and 
human change. 
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APPENDIX. 



A 00N8IDSRABLS luxmbef of anecdotes of his late Majesbr 
have appeared in the newspapers, the principal of which 
will be found here. Their employment in the " Memoir" 
would have been nnsnitable from their miscellaneous nature, 
and t^eir hsving been too much before the public for a 
claim to novelty. However, they throw light on character, 
and u such are worth retaining. 



ANECDOTES, Ac. 

From the moment of the prince's birth, he became an 
object of the strongest national interest. He was a remark- 
ably fine infant ; and his birth and the queen's safety so 
much delighted the king (George the Third), that he spon- 
taneously presented 500^. to the messim^r who brought him 
the glad tkiings. A scene of universal joy ensued. Every 
town in England bad its gala, and every village its bonfire. 

The ladies who called at the palace were admitted into 
the queen's bedroom to see the child, about forty at a time ; 
the part containing the bed being screened off by a sort of 
lattiice-woik. The royal infant lay in a most splendid 
cradle of velvet and Brussels lace, adorned with gold ; while 
two young ladies of the court, in virgin white, stood to rock 
the cradle, and the nurse at its head sat with a crimson 
velvet cushion, occasionally to receive the child and present 
it to its mother. The cradle was placed on a small eleva- 
tion under a canopy of state. Tne head and the sides, 
which came no higher than the bed, were covered with 
crimson .velvet, and lined with white satin. IVom the head 
rose an ornament of carved work, gilt, with the coronet in 
the middl't. The upper sheet was covered with very broad, 
beautifiU Brasseb lace, turning over the top upon a magiu* 
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ficent quilt of crimson velvet and gold lace; the whole 
lenffth of the Brussels lace appearing also along the sides, 
ana hanging down from underneath. 



The children were reared in the homely English manner 
most conducive to health. The account of a visiter was : — 
**The royal children rise early, generally at six, breakfEist 
at eight, Uve on the simplest food, and are much in the open 
air. I have been several evenings in the queen*s lodge with 
no other company than the family. They sit round a large 
table, on which are books, work, pencils, and paper. While 
the younger part of the family are drawing and working, 
the beautiful babe Amelia is sometimes in the lap of one of 
her sisters, and sometuncs playing with the kmg on the 
carpet.^' << All the princesses and princes had a commerce 
table." ** I seldom miss going to early prayers at the king's 
chapel, at eight o'clock, where I never feul of seeing their 
majesties and all the royal family." " In the evening every 
one is employed with pencil, needle, or knitting ; l^tween 
the pieces of music the conversation is easy and pleasant, 
and the king plays at backgammon with one of his equer- 
ries." ** Their majesties rise at six, and enjoy the two suc- 
ceeding hours, wMchthey call their own; at eight, the 
Prince of Wales, the Bishop of Osnaburgh, d^. are brought 
from their several houses to Kew, to breakfast with their 
parents. At nine, the younger children are brought in; 
and while the five elder are closely applying to their books, 
the little ones pass the whole morning in Richmond gardens. 
The king and queen frequently sit in the room while the 
children mne, and in the evening all the children again pay 
their duty at Kew House beforefthey retire to bed*'*^ 



About 1769, party fury raged throughout the land, and 
the queen wished to conciliate the public mind by exhibit- 
ing the endearments of domestic life. The juvenile fUes at 
the palace were numerous ; and the in&nt Prince ot'Wales 
(seven years old) was alwp,ys dressed in scarlet and gold, 
with the insignia of the 4jrarter; while the DukeofYorV 
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(fire years old), as bishop of Osnaburgh, was in blue and 
gold, with the insignia of the Bath. His royal highness had 
been elected Bishop of Osnaburgh on the 27th of February, 
1764 ; and having been born on the 16th of August, 1763, he 
was exactly six months and ten days old when he became 
a bishop ! He received the order of the Bath on the 30th 
of December, 1767, and was installed in Henry the Eighth's 
chapel, June 15, 1772; and, as principal companion of 
the Garter, was installed at Windsor on the 25th of the 
same month. 

In this year, 1769, his majesty caused a drawing-room to 
be held by the Prince of Wales ; and the novelty excited 
much attention. 



The king had an aversion to Wilkes and the No. 45. 
The Prince of Wales, in his ninth year, had been severely 
punished for some fault, and he took a laughable mode of 
revenge. Going to the king's bedroom door, before he was 
up, he kept beatmg on the panels, and roaring out " Wilkes 
for ever ! — ^No. 45 for ever !" until the king burst into laugh- 
ter and had him removed. 

The system of discipline now established was severe, and 
the prince was excluded from the society of youth of his own 
age, and subjected to a mechanical precision of habits. 
£ight hours every day were devoted to hard study at the 
desk. He rose at six, and breakfasted at eight. He and the 
Duke of York had a farm in Kew Park, which they culti- 
vated under the guidance of Mr. Arthur Young. They 
ploughed and sowed the land, reaped the com, and went 
through every process with their own hands, up to the 
making of the bread. A private purse of limited extent was 
given to the youth, and his expenditure of the money was 
strictly scrutinized, and attended with either praise or cen 
rare. 



Some idea may be formed of George the Third's notions 
of discipline and manners, by the fact that it having been 
reported to his majesty, in 1772, that Archbishop Com- 
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urallis had frequent convivial parties at his palace, tlf« flftf* 
Aarch immediately addressed to him the following admoni^ 
tory letter : 

" My good Loed Primatib,— ^I could not delay giving yoa 
the notification of the grief and concern with which my 
breast was affected at receiving authentic informatioii that 
routs had made their way into your palace. At the samer 
time, I must signify to you my sentiments on this subject^ 
which hold these levities and vain dissipations as utterly in- 
expedient, if not unlawful, to pass in a residence for many 
centuries devoted to divine studies, religious retirement, and 
the extensive exercise of charity and henevolence ; I add, 
in a place where so many of your predecessors have led their 
fives in such sanctity as has thrown lustre on the {>ure rel^ 
gion they professed and adorned. From the dissatisfaction 
with winch you must perceive I behold these improprieties, 
not to speak in harsher terms, and in still more pious prin- 
ciples, I trust you wUl suppress them immediately ; so thai 
I may not have occasion to show any further marks of my 
displeasure, or to interpose in tl different manner. May God 
take your grace into his almic^hty protection ! I remain, my 
lord primate, your gracious menod. ** G. R.'* 



llie following paramph appeared in the JLondon newi^ 
papers in the month of Alay, l77l, relative Co aciicumstanee 
winch excited some interest about the Court at St. James's : 
" The following are the particulars relative to the improper 
behaviour of the person who struck his royal hi^mess 
Prince William Henry (his {present majesty). The Prince 
of Waies, the Bishop of Osnaburgh, Prince William Henry, 
&c. were at play in one of the apartments, and the head of 
one of their drums being out, the young gentlemen pre- 
vailed on the attendant to get into the drmn-hoop that tiiey 
might draw her about. Prince William (who is full of hu- 
mour) contrived to throw her down ; when rfie, in her fool- 
ish resentmenti flung hioi against the wainscot. The kin^ 
was told of it, vfho ordered her to ^o to St. James's, and 
remain there till Lady Charlotte Fmch came to town, as 
his majesty did not choose to interfere in such matters. 
On Lady Charlotte's arrival she examined into the partico- 
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Ian, when another of tilie attendants f aid that the penon ac- 
cused did not strike the prince* The Prince of Wales (his 

late majesty) being present, said, * Pray Mrs. do not 

assert any such thing ; you know she did strike my bro- 
ther ; but you are ^th Scotch women, and will say any 
thing to protect each other.' His royal highness's answer 
occasioned much diversion.'' 



The late king was remarkably good-natured ; and from 
the numerous anecdotes that have transpired since his death, 
we can fiilly believe Colonel M'Mahon's dying character ot 
him, as ** one of the kindestrhearted men i£ve." There 
were intervals when, in the various vexations of his per- 
plexed career, he may have given way to an^er ; but they 
were few and always momentary. The shght incidents 
that follow are proofs that kindness was the natural temper- 
ament of his mind. 

" Nearly forty years ago, his late mijesty, then Prince of 
Wales, was so exceedingly urgent to have 800/. at an hour 
on such a day, and in so unusual b manner, that the gentle- 
man who furnished the supply had some curiosity to know 
for what purpose it was obtained. On inquiry, he was in- 
formed, that the moment the money arrived the prince drew 
on a pair of boots, pulled off his coat and waistcoat,, slipped 
on a plain morning frock without a star, and turning his 
hair to the crown of his head, put on a slouched hat, and 
thus walked out. This intelligence rai»ed still greater cu- 
riosity, and with some trouble the gentleman discovered the 
object of the prince's mysterious visit. An oi!icer of the 
army had just arrived fiom America vnth a wife and six 
children, in such low circumstances, that to satisfy some 
clamorous creditor he was on the point of sellinjir his com- 
mission, to the utter ruin of his family. The pnnce by ac- 
cident overheard an account of the case. . To prevent a 
worthy soldier suffering, he procured the money ; BJid that 
no mistake might happen, carried it himself. On asking at 
an obpcure lodging-house in a court near Covent Garden for 
the lodger, he was shown up to his room, and there found 
the family in the utmost distress. Shocked at the sight, he 
not only presented the money, but told the officer to apply 
I I 
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to Colonel Lake, living in s^et, and gWe 8<ttne oe- 

count of himself in future ; saying which, he departed, with- 
out the family knowing to whom they were obliged." 



Some years since an artist, being at Carlton Palace, ob- 
served to the late Mr. , one of the royal establishment 

— << How I should like to see the council-table prepared for 
the council !" " Your wish shall be gratified,'^ said his 
friend. It happened that a council was to be held that 
▼eiy day. They proceeded to the apartment : when there, 
the artist, smiling, observed, " Now, if I were to judge of 
your royal master only by what I see, I should conclude 
that he was very little-minded.'* '* And Why so 1" inquired 

Mr. ' . *' Because I perceive, first and foremost, that 

all the chairs for the council are exactly equidistant ; se- 
condly, that there are so many sheets of foolscap, and so 
many sheets r ^ post, and a long new pen laid diagonally 
on each, and ad at measured mathematical distances ; and, 
thirdly, that the very fold of the green cloth** — ^fine broad- 
cloth, which covered the long table — " is exactly in the 
centre of the table." " You are a ywwr," said the officer 
of the household. " Would I could put on the invisible 
cap," resumed the gentleman, "that I might see and hear 
what passes, when the regent is seated in that golden 
chair.*** " Perhaps you might be disappointed in your ex- 
pectations ; but,** added his friend, in a low voice, *< if, sir, 
you could see and Jiear what I have seen and heard, and 
what will probably occur again after this day*s council, yon 
might feel little disposed to relate what you had seen with 
levity." The officer of the household then took a sheet of 
paper from the table, walked to the fireside, placed his right 
arm on the marble chimney-piece, while he held the paper 
in his left hand, and looMng the artist in the face, said : 
** Sir, fancy him this day, after the breaking up of the 
council, standing thus, and the reporder of London standing 
in your place, bearing the list at the miserable culprits 
doomed to death by the sentence of the law. How little 

* The council was beld in the throne room ; but his royal higfaneso^ 
then regent, sat at the head of the table, in a high-backed gilt chair. 
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do they or tbe worid know, that the mott powerful pleader 
for a remission of their punishment is tho prince ! — ^while, 
one by one, he inquires the nature of the offence in all its 
bearings, the measure of the guilt of the offender, and whe- 
ther the law absolutely demands the life of the criminal, — 
palliating the offence by all the arguments becoming him, 
who, as the ruler of the nation, is the Fountain of Mercy. 
Tea, sir, nearly two hours haTe I known the prince plead 
thus, in the presence of the minister of jujtice, for thos^ 
who had no other counsellor." 



THS LATB KINO AND HIS SBBTANTS. 

Among almost innumerable instances of the feeling of 
our late sovereign, may be here related one which occiuied 
many years aso, while he was Piince of Wales. Being at 
Brighton, and going rather earlier than usual to visit his 
stud, he inquired of a groom, "Where is Tom Cross?* is 
he unwell? I have missed him for some days." " Please 
your royal highness, he is gone away.'* " Gone away ! — 
what fori" "Please your royal highness (hesitating), I 

believe-^for — ^Mr. can inform your royal highness." 

M I desire to know, sir, of you ; — what has he done 1" '' I 
believe — your royal highness — something — not— quite cor- 
rect — something about the oats." " Where is Mr. If 

— send him to me immediately." The prince appeared 
much disturbed at the discovery. The absent one, quite a 
youth, had been employed in the stable, and was the son 
of an (Ad groom who nad died in the prince's service. The 
officer of the stable appeared hefoie the prince. " Where 
is Tom Cross? — ^what has become of him?" "I do not 
know, your royal highness." •* What has he been doing ?" 
"Purloining the oats, your royal highness; and I dis- 
charged him." " What, sir, send hmi away without ac- 
quainting me ! — ^not know whither he is gone ! a fatherless 
boy driven into the world from my service with a blighted 
character ! Why, the poor fellow vdll be destroyed : fie, 
! I did not expect this from you ! Seek him out, sir, 

•Tbis name is assumed. t^ superior oftbeslable department 
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and let me not see yon untfl yoa have discovered him.' 
Tom waB found, and bwraght before Ms royal master. H 
hung do'vm his head, while the tears trickled from his eyes. 
After h)otdng steadfastly at him for some moments, '< 1V>ni» 
Tom," said the prince, •♦what have you been doing? 
Happy it ?s for your poor father that he is gone ; it would 
have broken Imi heart to see you in such a situation. 
I hope this is your first offence." The youth wept bitterly. 
** Ah, Tom, I am glad to see that you are penitent. Tour 
fa;ther was an honest man ; I had a great regard for him : 
so I should have for you, if you were a good lad, for his 

sake. Now, if I desire Mr. to take you into the stable 

again, do you think that I may trust you V* Tom wept still 
more vehemently, implored forgiveness, and promised re- 
formation. " Well, then,*' said the gracious prince, " yoa 
shall be restored. Avoid evil company : go, and recover 
your character : be diligent, be honest, and make me your 
friend : and — hark ye, Tom — ^I will t^e care that no one 
shall ever taunt you with what is past." 



Some years since, a gentleman, while copying a picture 
in one of the fltate apartments at Carlton House, overheard 
the following conversation between an elderly woman, one 
of the housemaids, then employed in cleaning a stove-grate, 
and a glaziet^, who was supping a broken pane of glass : 
** Have you heard how the prince is to-day ?" said he (his 
royal highness had been confmed bv ilbiess). " Much bet- 
ter," was the reply. "I suppose," said the glazier, "you 
are glad of that ;" subjoining, ''though, to be sure, it canU 
concern you much." "It d4}es concern wie," replied the 
housemaid ; " for I have ttfevet been ill but his royal highness 
has concerned himself about me, and has always been 
pleased, on m^ coming to work, to say, * I am glad to see 
you about agam ; I hope you have been taken good care 
of; do not exert yourself too much, lest you be ill again.* 
If I did not rejoice at his royal highness's recovery, ay, and 
every one who eats his bread, we should be ungratefuJ 
indeed P* 
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PKEDICTION. 



**I lemember,'* says the Mar^^e of Anspach, in her 
lile, '*a smgular anecdote which was related to me by 
Mr. Wyndham (a man totally devoid of superstition), which 
had arisen from a story told me by the Prince of Wales. 
At the end of the last century Sir William Wyndham, being 
on his travels through Venice, observed accidentally, as he 
was passing through St. Mark's Place in his cabriolet, a more 
than ordinary crowd at one comer of it. On stopping, he 
found it was a mountebank who had occasioned it, and 
who was pretending to tell fortunes, conveying his predic- 
tions to the people by means of a long, narrow tube of tin, 
which he lengthened or curtailed at pleasure, as occasion 
required. Sir William, among others, held up a piece of 
money, on which the charlatan . inunediately directed his 
tube to his cabriolet, and said to him, vezy distinctly, in 
Italian, ' Signor Inglese, cavete il bianco cavallo.' 

*'This circumstance made a vezy forcible impression 
upon him, from the recollection that some few vears before, 
when very young, having^ been out at a stag-hunt, in re- 
turning home from the sport he found several of the servants 
at his father's gate, standing round a fortune-teller, who 
either was or pretended to be both deaf and dumb, and for 
a small remuneration wrote on the bottom of a trencher, 
with a piece of chalk, answers to such questions as the 
servants put to him by the same method. As Sir William 
rode by, the man made signs to him that he was willing to 
tell hun his fortune as well as the rest,— and in good-hu- 
mour he would have complied ; but as he could not recol- 
lect any particular question to ask, the man took the tren- 
cher, and, writingupon it, gave it back, with, these words 
written legibly, ^Beware of a white horse.' Sir William 
smiled at the absurdity, and totally forgot the circumstance, 
till the coincidence at Venice reminded him of it. He im- 
mediately and natuially imagined that the EnglisK fortune- 
teller had made his way over to the continent, where he 
nad found his speech; and he was now curious to know, 
the truth of the circumstance. Upon inquiry, however, he 
felt assured that the fellow had never been out of Italy, nor 
understood any other language than his own. 

*< Sir William Wyndham had a great share in the traofi* 
Ii2 
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actions of govemment during the last four years of Queen 
Anne^s reign, in which a design to restore the son of James 
II. to the British throne, which his father had forfeited, 
. was tuidottbtedly concerted ; and on the arrival of George I. 
many persons were punished, by being put into prison or 
sent into banishment. Among the former of those who 
had entered into this combination was Sir William Wynd- 
ham, who, in 1716, was committed as a prisoner to the 
Tower. Over the inner gate were the arms of Great Bri- 
tain, in which there was then some alteration to be made, 
in consequence of the succession of the house of Brunswick ; 
and as Sir William's chariot was passing through, conveying' 
him to his prison, the painter was at work ad^g the white 
horse, which formed the arms of the Elector of Hanover. 
It struck Sir William forcibly. He immediately recollected 
the two singular predictions, and mentioned them to the 
lieutenant of the Tower, then in the chariot with him, and 
to almost eveiy one who came to see him there during his 
confinement ; and, although probably not inclined to super- 
stition, he looked upon it as a prophecy whkh was AiUy 
accomphshed. But m this he was much mistaken ; for, 
, many years alter, being out hunting, he had the misfortune 
to be thrown while leaping a ditch, by which accident he 
broke his neck. He rode upon a white horse. 

"The Prince of Wales, who delighted in this kind of 
stories, told me that one day, at Bnghton, riding in com- 
pany with Sir John Lade, and unattended (which they fie- 
quently were), they had prolonged their ride across the 
downs farther than they had intended. An unexpected 
shower of rain coming on, they made the best oi their way 
to^ a neiffhbottring house^ which proved to be that of a 
miller. His royal highness dismounting quickly, Sir John 
took hold of the horse's bridle till some one should make 
his appearance. A boy came up and relieved Sir John of 
his charge. The rain soon abating, the prince, on the 
point of remounting his horse, observed that the boy who 
held the bridle had two thumbs upon his hand, and« in- 
quiring who he was, was informed by him that he was the 
miller's son. It brought immediately to his recoUection 
that old prophecy of Mother Shipton, that when the prince's 
bridle should be held by a miller's son with two thumbs on 
one hand^ there would be great convulsions in the kingdom. 
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The cJicamfltaiice was laughable, and Ms royal highneM 
was much amused at the singularity of it." 



POBTKAITS OF THX LATB ILiNO. 

It is well known that the queen, from the infancy of the 
Prince of Wales, was through life much attached to him. 
Soon after his birth, her majesty had a whole-length |M)rtrait 
of his royal highness modelled in wax. He was represented 
naked. This figure was half a span long, lying upon a 
criraaon cushion, and it was covered by a bell-glass. Her- 
majesty had it constantly on her toilette at Buckingham 
House, and there it was seen by the visiters after her ma^ 
jesty^s decease. The likeness was still palpable, though 
the original had outlived the date of the fairy model more 
than h^ a century. Few years passed, it is believed, with- 
out her majesty having his portrait, in miniature, enamel, 
silhouette, modelled in marble or wax, or in some other style 
of art. 

in one of the state apartments at Windsor, there is a 
family piece representing the queen seated with, as it would 
a{^ar, two of the royal duldren ; one on the lap, a few 
months old, exceedingly fair; the other a sturdy in&nt, 
aged apparently about two years. Those are described as 
the Prince of Wales and Duke of York. 

Some years since, his late majes^, going round the col- 
lection, and describing the pictures to a foreigner of distinc- 
tion, stopped at this family piece. Mr. Legg, the principal 
cicerone, had just deEBcribed it as usual to && party, when 
the condescending monarch observed, ** You must alter your 
history, Mr. Legg.'* Then smiling, and addressing himself 
not only to the roreign gentleman, but to the whole party, 
he observed, ** That picture was painted by the ingenious 
Mr. Allan Ramsay, son of the cdebrated author of * The 
Gentle Shepherd.' Now, Mr. Ramsay having like his father 
become celebrated too, fell into the common fault ofportrait- 
painters^-undertaking more than he could perform. He 
engaged to paint within a given time the Queen and the 
Pnnce of Wales, then an infant in arms, as you per- 
ceive. He completed the hkeness of the mother, toko might 
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ikcMifttttoi^liatfloiiielKmnaflleGtedtofiii^ until 

he had grown into the wtaidy boy yen see standing before 
her." So that in fact it ia two portraits of the Mime child, 
though in that short space more mssimilar to each other than 
perhaps at any-subsequent period. 



Dibdin, in his «< Musical Tour,*' relates the foDowing 
anecdote of the Prince of Wales : — 

'* By his royal highness's appointment, I had the sreat 
honour to sing to his royal highness, at the house of a fhend, 
twenty songs, all of which received perfect approbation. 
The prince remained two hours, even though Maichesi had, 
during the interval, made his first appearance at the King's 
Theatre. Uis royal highness, upon my singing the 'Hi^* 
mettled Racer,' informed the compuny that he had foitn- 
nately about a fortnight before rescued a poor, okl, half-blind 
raoe-horse firom the galling shafts of a hackney pocrt-chaise." 



George lY . must no doubt hwve often heard from his early 
whig associates, that every person who sete foot on British 
gromid becomes free, and that it matters not, as regards Che 
point of freedom, whether a man is white, blacl^ brown, 
olive, or yellow. His majestjr had all the antipathy of a 
Virginia negro-driver to blacks. A naval peer incnired 
irretrievable disgrace by an attempt to carry through the for- 
maUties of presentation a wealthy half-breed from Calcutta; 
and Cramer, the musician, neaily lost his situation of leader 
of the royal band by a similar piece of imprudence. The 
story, as regards Cramer, runs thus : — ^The fiddling gene 
ralissimo was bent on having a black man to beat the kettle- 
drum ; but aware of his majesty's antipathy to the sable 
tribe, he was in despair of ever bemg able to accomplish his 
wishes, when he met by chance with a native Englishman 
of so dark a hue, that at a short distance he might easily be 
mistaken for an importation from the coast of Gume!i. 
Cramer had the man forthwith incstalled in the office of ket- 
tle-drummer, and now came the tiying scene of his introduc- 
tion to the royal psesence. On the king's entering the 
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!Biuio»zoom, he sUMcted, and seemed much displeased ; but 
after approaching a little nearer, ^id applying a glass to his 
eye, he called Cramer to him. " I see, sir," said the king, 
" yoa wish to accustom me to a black drummer by degrees." 



When Prince of Wales he patronised many of the emi- 
nent actors. To Jack Johnstone he was particularly kind. 
Meeting him one day on the StejTie, his royal highness in- 
vited hmi to dinner ; and while Johnstone was making his 
reply, the late Mr. Lewis came near, whom he took leave to 
introduce to his royal highness. When Lewis had witn- 
drawn, some remarks were made on his talents, and John- 
stone said, " He has now a son going out to India ; a single 
word from the Prince of Wales would he the making of 
him. If your royal highness would condescend to favour 
him with a letter, it would serve him immensely." The 
prince looked at the actor for some moments, but made no 
reply. Johnstone feared he had given offence. " I beg your 
royal highnesses pardoii," said he, " I fear I have taken too 
great a liberty." "No, Johnstone," replied the prince, 
" that is not it ; but I am considering whether a letter from 
my brother Frederick would not be likely to serve the young 
gentleman more. A day or two afterward, Johnstone re- 
ceived, under cover from the prince, two letters— one from 
himself, and one from the Duke of York* This was not 
doing things by halves ! 

The prince allowed Kelly 100^ a-year ; or rather, insisted 
upon his having 2kfree benefit at the Opera House annually 
for the remainifer of his life, and on each of those occasions 
the king gave him lOOZ. 



In liquoipond-rtreet lived the once well-known Leader, 
the coachmaker, whom the prince patronised, and thus 
made him for a considerable period the most fashionable 
coachmaker in London; by which means he accumulated 
a very handsome fortune. The prince, when in town, was 
frequently in the habit of going to Leader's shop, some- 
times driving himself in a phaeton and four, and sometimes 
Iriven by an attendant* 
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When the Iste Lord Enkiiie was wtusmey-genanl to 
the Prince of Walee, he was retained by Thomas Paine to 
defend hhn on his trial for publishinj^ the second part of his 
*< Rights of Man;" bnt it was soon intimttted to him by 
high authority, that such advocacy was consiaered to be in- 
compatible with his official situation ; and the prince him- 
self, in the most friendly manner, acquainted him that it 
was lughly displeasing to the king, and that he ought to 
endeavour to explain his conduct. This Mr. Brskine imme- 
diately did in a letter to his majesty himself^ in which, after 
expressing his sincere attachment to his person, and to that 
censtitution which was attacked in the work to be defended, 
he took the liberty to claim, as an invaluable part of that 
veiy constitution, the unquestionable right of the subject to 
make his defence by any counsel of his own free choice, if 
net previously retained, or engaged by office from the crown ; 
and that there was no other way of deciding whether that 
was or was not consistent with his situation as attorney- 
general to the prince, than by referring, according to cus- 
tom, the question to the bar, which he was perfectly willing,, 
and even desirous to do» In a few days afterward, Mr. 
Erskhie received, through the late Admiral Payne, a most 
gracious messaif e from tne prince, expressing his deep re- 
gret in feeling himself obliged to accept Mr. Erskine's resig- 
nation, which was accordmgly sent. A few years after- 
ward, however, his royal highness sent for Mr- Erskine to 
Carlton House, while he was still in bed under a severe ill- 
ness, and takine him most graciously by the hand, said to 
him, that thougn he was not at all qualified to judge of re- 
tainers, nor to appreciate the correctness or incorrectness 
of his conduct in the instance that had separated them, yet 
that, being convinced he had acted from the ijurest motives, 
he wished most publicly to manifest that opinion, and there- 
fore directed him to go immediately to Somerset House, and 
to bring with him for his signature the patent of chancellor 
to lus royal highness, which he said he had always designed 
for Mr. Erskine. 



The king was partleulariy fond of anatomical and medica) 
pursuits ; and Mr. Carpue, now a distingaished lecturer on 
the science of anatomy in the metropolis, had the honour of 
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to his majesty, when pmee, the general 
structure of the human hody, in which he took great inte- 
resL Hi? m^esty prided hunself upon his medicu informa- 
tion, and had always near him men distinguished for their 
js access All researches in the sciences of anatomy and medi- 
•cine. Mr. Weiss, the ingenious instrument-maker, used 
for many years to submit to his majesty's inspection every 
new surgical instrument that came out inrented by himself 
or others ; and we have heard, that in one instssnce he was 
indebted to his mi^esty for the suggestion of a very valuable 
improvement. 



OKIOIN^U. LETTJBB 09 TBM KINO, WHEN PBINCE OF WALES, TO 
THE LATE DUTCBBSS OF DBVONSHIXB. 

How Uttle you know 9ik, ever dearest dutchess, and how 
much you have misconceived the object of this day's dinner, 
which has succeeded beyond my most sanguine expecta- 
tions! It has almost, if not entirely ^ anmhilated every 
coolness that has for a short time past appeared to exist 
between the Duke of Nwfolk and his old friends, and 
brought Erskine back also* Ask only the Duke of Leinster ' 
and Guildford what passed. I believe you never heard 
such an eulogium pronounced from the lips of man, as I 
this day have, pronounced upon Fox, and so complete a 
refutation of all the absurd doctrines and foolish distinctions 
which they have grounded their late conduct upon. This 
was most honouiably, distinctly, and zealously supported 
by Sheridan, by which they were completely driven to the 
wall, and positivel;^ pledged themselves hereafter to follow 
no other line of politics than what Fox and myself would 
hold out to them, and with a certain degree of contrition 
expressed by them, at their ever having ventured to express 
a doubt respecting either Charles or myself. Harry How- 
ard, who never has varied in his sentiments, was overjoyed, 
and said he never knew any thing so well done, or so well 
timed, and that he should to-night retire to his .bed the 
happiest of men, as his mind was now at ease, which it 
had not been for some time past. In short, what fell from 
both Sheridan as well as myself was received with rapture j 
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by the compuiy ; and I consider this as one of the luckie^ 
and most useful days I have spent. As to particulars, I 
Qtart ask your patience till to-morrow, when I will relate 
^ery incident, with which I am confident you will be most 
completely satisfied. Pray, my ever dearest datchess, 
whenever you bestow a thought upon me, have rather a 
better opinion of my sttadiness and firmness, I really 
think, without being very romantic, I may claim this of 
you ; at the same time I am most gratefiil to you for your 
candour, and the affectionate warmth, if I may be allowed 
so to call it, which dictates the contents of your letter : you 
may depend upon its being seen by no one but myself. 
Depend upon my coming to you to-morrow. I am delighted 
with your goodness to me, and ever 

Mo^ devotedly yours, 
Carton House, Friday night, G. P 



On the death of the late Duke of Cumberland, George 
the Fourth, then Prince of Wales, was elected Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Freemasons, and in that 
character his royal highness presided at the subsequent 
anniversaiy dinner, consisting of the members of all the 
inaugurated lodges of mksons in London. The meeting 
was held at Freemasons' Tavern, and nearly 500 persow 
were present. On this occasion the prince exhibited, in 
various speeches, powers which astonished the audience ; 
and while he expatiated upon the ^character and virtues 
of bis recently deceased uncle and predecessor in office, 
many were in tears. This, we believe, was the only great 
public occasion in which the oratorical powers of the Prince 
of Wales were exhibited during three or four hours. Lord 
Moira occupied a place on the right hand of the prince, 
who appointed him Deputy Grand Master, which, by the 
death of the Duke of Manchester, had become vacant. 



George the Fourth was an accomplished musician ; hi 
' sty performed well on the violoncello, and sang wit^ 
taste and judgment : his voice was a bass of fine 
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qmlityi mixing hannanioiasl j vriih other Toices in glees, dsc 
when Mazzinghi conducted the Sunday concerts which 
aaed to take place at the residences of persons of rank 
some thirty or forty years ago, the Prince of Wales plaied 
the principal bass with Grosdill. 



The late king has left a will, which, as soon as his 
majesty's decease was announced, was placed in the 
hands of the Duke of Wellington, who handed it to the 
present sovereign, and it has been opened. The indivi- 
duals named as executors are the Duke of Wellington, the 
late Lord Gifibrd, and Sir William Knighton. The will 
is dated some yean back. 



A valuable muiiature likeness of Oliver Cromwell, painted 
from life, having been accidentally found, the possessor had 
the honour of showing it to the late king, who immediately 
exclaimed, **How would Charles I. have honoured the man 
who had brought him Oliver Cromwell's head !" 



The king's service of plate is superb : he had a very 
plain set in common use ; but before his last illness, when 
the cabinet ministers held a cooncil at Windsor, and dined 
with him, the rich service was produced, and was the object 
of great attraction. The king had provided a sumptuous 
sideboard for its display, which was made of very dark and 
beautifully polished mahogany, iidaid with gold, and lined 
with looking-glass ; but when put up, it was found entirely 
to overpower the effect of the other furniture and decora- 
tions of the apartment. The obvious course to pumie 
would have been its removal ; instead of which, however, 
the magnificently decorated arch, which the lower part of 
the sideboard supported, was cut away, and the remainder 
left for use. The apartments are spacious and well-con- 
structed; they have, however, from the nature of the/ 
Kk 
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luilding, only one principal light, and there is too' modi 
>ld panelling m them for elegance. 



So averse was the king to he seen during his rides m 
the parks at Windsor for the last two or three years, that 
outriders were always despatched, while his pony-chaise 
was preparing, to whichever of the gates he intended to 
pass, across the Frogmore road, driving from one park into 
the other ; and if anybody was seen loitering near either 
gate, the course of the ride was instantly altered, to escape 
even the passing glance of a casual observer. His majesty 
seldom drove across to the long walk from the castle, be- 
cs^ise he was there more likely to be met by the Windsor 
people. His most private way was through a small gate 
in the park wall, opposite another small gate in the wall 
of the grounds at Frogmore, at the Datchet side. He there 
crossed the road in a moment, and had rides so arranged 
between Frogmore and Virginia-water, tha,t he had between 
twenty and thirty miles of neatly planted avenues, from 
which the public were wholly excluded. At ceitaia points 
of these rides, which opened towards the public thorough- 
fares of the park, there were always servants stationed or 
those occasions, to prevent the intrusion of strangers upon 
the king's privacy. 

The plantations have been so carefully nourished for 
seclusion around the royal lodge, that only the chimneys 
of the building can be now seen from the epece near the 
top of the long walk. The king, while engaged in fishing, 
caused the same rigid exclusion from his grotesque building 
at Virginia-water to be enforced ; and also when visiting 
the various temples which he had erected on the grounds. 
A great deal of money was laid out on these edifices ; but 
it was only by stealth and the connivance of servants that 
they were at any time to be seen. 

His majestjr was so little aware that the fatal result of 
his indisposition was near at hand, that up to a very late 
period of his sufferings he occupied himself considerably 
with the progress of some additions which he was making 
to the royal lodge. He was particularly anxious to have a 
new dining-room finished by his birth-day, on the 1 2th of 
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August, not thinking that a month before that day his lb- 
mains would be gathered into their tomb. He was also up 
to the same late period occupied by the improvements in 
Windsor Castle, and used to have himself rolled through 
the apartments in a chair which was constructed for his 
majesty's use. Notwithstanding these anticipations, it is 
known that the king's health had been declining for nearly 
two years. His old sufferings from the gout had given wa^ 
to an occasional '* embarrassment of breathing" (the expres- 
sive phrase of the bulletins), and at times to great depres- 
sion of spirits. His majesty was often found apparently lost 
in abstraction, and relieved only by shedding tears. At other 
times, however, the kin^ took a great interest in the works 
which were carrying on m the lodge and the castle of Wind- 
sor, particularly those which he intended for his private 
use, and spoke of a long enjoyment of them. 

It is said that for some time before Sir Henry Halford 
and Sir M. Tiemey were last called in, his late majesty 
was under the domestic medical treatment of two gentlemen 
who were of his household. His majesty had for a long 
time evinced a great indisposition to exercise of any kind ; 
the least exertion was attended with faintness, and his ma- 
jesty's usual remedy was a glass of some liqueur. He had 
a particular kind of cherry brandy, which he thought to be 
off medical use when he felt these symptoms of debility, 
and to which he resorted up to a late period of his life. 
Ui^il the bursting of the blocxl-vessel on the day before his 
death, the king did not think his case absolutely hopeless ; 
even then, the slight refreshment of sleep rallied his spirits 
a little. 

His majesty for many years had been scarcely ever free 
from some symptom which indicated the presence, more or 
less severe, of gout in the extremities ; but in January, 
during the existence of the catarrhal affection, the extremi- 
ties were entirely free from every sign of gout. At the 
latter end of February, and even in the beginning of March, 
his majesty was well enough to take his customary rides 
in an open carriage, and occasionally visited the different 
part0 of the royal demesne in which his various improve- 
ments and alterations were going forward. On Monday, 
the 12th of April, he rode in the parks for the last time, and 
passed an hour in the menagerie* a place in which he took 
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mat delight. MThile there he complained of *pam and 
feintnes^, and inquired of the keeper if he had any brandy 
in the house. Tne man, an old servant of the Duke of 
York, said he had something which he thought his majesty 
would like better than brandy. ^ What is that ?" said hu 
majesty. << Cherry gin," was the reply ; << it was made by 
my old woman, sir." The king seemed much pleased by 
this mark of attention, and expressed a wish to taste ** the 
old girl's cordial." On its bemg handed to his majesty, he 
appeared to relish exceedingly the (to him novel) compound, 
and finished the remainder of the bottle. 

The harassing dry cough and wheezing respiration still 
continued, notwithstanding the remedies that were em- 
ployed. It was on the 2dth of the month (March) that Mr. 
Wardrop, on visiting the king, first called the attention of 
Sir W. Knighton to the existence of an alarming disease 

r' ig on in his majesty's heart. From the examination of 
circulating and respiratory organs, which Mr. Wardrop 
then made by means of the steUioscope, it was quite evi- 
dent that the '< embarrassment" in the kind's breathing 
arose from a disordered state of the heart's action, the blood 
not being propelled with its natural regularity and velocity 
through the lungs. 

The rdle, or wheezmg sound, was attributed to an in 
jected sufi[used state of the mucous membrane lining the 
air-cells, and was independent of that disturbance of the 
respiration produced by the irreffularity in the action of the 
heart. The circumstance of uie extremities, which had 
been so long affected by gout, beins now entirely firee from 
every symptom of that disease, and me well-known strongly- 
marked gouty constitution of his majesty, indicated the pre- 
cise character of the disease which existed in the cavity of 
the thorax, and led to the hope that, by an effort of nature, 
or by the aid of art, a revulsion or translation of the gout 
from the chest to the extremities might remove the more 
dangerous inflammatory affection of the vital organs. Time, 
however, has shown that this salutary termination of his 
majesty's disorder was not to be realized. Like many per- 
sons subject to eout, his majesty had occasionally, and 
more particularly before a paroxysm, an intermittent pulse 
and a corresponding irregularity of the heart's action* 
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BOTAL JLMATXUB8. 

His late majesty inherited a musical temperament on the 
side of both &ther and mother. George III., as is well 
known, possessed a German taste for the organ, and was, 
it is said, a good performer. His queen (who had doubtless 
profited by one of the family of the Bachs, long a music- 
master at court) was a singer, had been accompanied by 
Mozart, and favourably mentioned as a player on the harp- 
sichord in the diary of Haydn. The testimony of the old 
composer may be relied on ; it came to light among other pri- 
vate memoranda years after his death, but when every tlung 
connected with Haydn had become matter of public interest, 
and his opinions upon art the property of posterity. Haydn^s 
note is, '< the queen played pretty weU ;" a cautious phrase, 
but one more complimentary to her acquirements than the 
loose epithets of praise which are generally dealt out u^n 
any exhibition of royal cleverness. The patronage which 
George IH. bestowed upon the solid style of the ancient 
masters, grew out of his early intimacy and admiration of 
the works of Handel ; and the particular favour which he 
testified towards this author's compositions was in part the 
conscientious fiilfilment of a promise. Our authority for 
the following anecdote is good, and the circumstance is not 
too romantic to be true. 

After one of the concerts at court, at which George III., 
then a child, had been an auditor, Handel patted the little 
boy on the head, saying, " You will take care of my music 
when I am dead." Tbis pathetic injunction of the com- 
poser the king, to his honour, never forgot. How it may 
be in ^her arts we know not ; but in music it is seldom that 
the taste changes after an individual has arrived at manhood 
in the admiration of a certain beau icUcd. This is particu- 
larly the case where people have strong feehng, with little 
science : it is knowledge alone which, in opening to us the 
possible advantages of new discoveries, renders music pro- 

fressive. Although the great revolution in music which 
ad been anticipated by C. P. E. Bach, and which was car- 
ried through by Haydn and Mozart, took place during the 
reiffn of George III., and although the king was visited by 
hoUi the latter composers, and was partly sensible of their 
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merits, he still preferred Handel. With his late majesty 
trusic was less a passion than with Oeorge III., but he pos- 
sessed refinement of taste. Though B, dilettante perioTmer 
on the yiolonceUo, for which instrument he was the pupil of 
Crosdill, he was more celebrated for his encouragement of 
clerer professors, than for admiration of his own successes, 
or desire to enchant the lords and ladies in waiting by the 
royal tours deforce, A youth, son of one of the persons 
of his household, having manifested an inclination for mu- 
sic, the king despatched him to Vienna to receive the best 
cultivation which the care of Mozart could bestow upon his 
talent ; the object of this right princely patronage was Mr. 
Attwood. He ever manifested a particular regard for lindley 
and J. B. Cramer ; and we have heard it mentioned that c«ie 
of the finest exhibitions of piano-forte playing was given by 
the latter at the Pavilion at Brighton a few years b^. So 
well known among professors was the partiality of the late 
king to Lindley, that he was named as the most probable 
successor of Shield in the mastership of the royal band of 
musicians. This post was, however, otherwise disposed of. 
The first score of the opera La Clemenza di Tito known 
m this country was obtamed from the library at Caxlton 
House, and, as a signal favour from the prince to Mrs. Bil- 
lington, was lent for her benefit. How worthy that extra- 
ordinary woman was of the distinction she soon displayed, 
in presence of the admiring orchestra and vocal corps of the 
Opera House, by sitting down to Uie score, playing the 
whole opera through, and smging the part of ViteSia at 
sight ! 

The prince once received a letter by the twopenny post, 
which he is said to have kept as a curiosity. It was sent 
by Griesbach, the German oboe-player, with a simplicity 
characteristic of the man, to request pa3rment for attendance 
at some private concerts. The original mode of applica- 
tion caused much diversion to the party addressed, and pro- 
cured the money instantly. Church-music his majesty did 
not encoura^ so much as might have been beneficial. If 
Handel had m the preceding reign found favour to the ex- 
clusion of other masters, and consequently to the narrow- 
ing of the public taste, in the succeeding one fashion hardly 
gave him a chance. Under the withering influence of ne- 
'^t in the highest quarters, and suffering too from the ia- 
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troduction of the modem sacred compositions of the conti 
nent, seductiye through the effects of light and shade, and 
the rich and varied employment of instroments, Handel 
was fast sinking into neglect. The enthusiasm which Ger- 
many and France now manifest for the works of this authoTi 
the public admiration which Beethoven expressed of him, 
and the lately published testimonies of Haydn and Mozart, 
have had their effect upon this country, and the ancient 
taste is reviving. The latest musical expense of the mo- 
narch was his private band of wind instruments : this was 
unequalled in Europe. The performers were picked with 
the greatest care by Cramer, the master ; their allowance 
was liberal, and their united practice diligent and punctual. 
The person selected to preside in this department was one 
who not only knows the full scope and capacity of every 
instrument, but is an able harmonist, and competent to 
adapt a composition in its most effective manner. Not 
knowing whether the band exists or not under William IV., 
we can scarcely avoid some confusion of tenses in writing 
about it. We hope, however, his present majesty has too 
much taste to dispense with a set of performers that would 
be an ornament to any court in Europe. 



ROTAL OBSEQUIES. 

The royal mausoleum was built by George the Third, 
under Cardihal Wolsey's magnificent tomb-house, which 
reverted to the crown upon the disgrace of that magnificent 
minister. The present tenants of this gloomy mansion are 
George the Thinl and his Queen, the Princesses Charlotte 
and Amelia, and the Dukes of Kent and York, together 
with the in^t Princes Octavius and Alfred. There are 
stone stands for twelve coffins in the centre of the tomb, 
which are reserved for sovereigns. The coffins of the other 
members of the royal family are deposited on shelves at each 
side. The entrance is in the choir of St. George's chapel, 
from which a subterraneous passage leads to the tomb. 
The first coffin of the royal founders &mily (that of his 
daughter Princess Amelia) was deposited here on the 4th 
of November, 1810 ; the last that of the Duke of Tc ork* 
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The coffin had been exhibited to the public in a room 
belonging to the factory, which was hung round with 
black. The coffin is covered on the outside with purple 
velvet, and lined on the inside with white satin. The nails 
are placed in double rows around either side, and at the 
head and foot, and the sides are divided into three compart- 
ments by double rowr of nails. A scroll frame is placed in 
each of these compartments ; and at the ends, and within 
the £raune, is a handle highly burnished and gilt. The 
comer plates in the compartments have a coronet engraved 
on them, surrounded with chased palm branches, and the 
engraved letters, G. IV. R. The lid of the coffin is simi- 
larly lined and ornamented with nails, and divided into 
three compartments. In the centre is fixed the plate of 
inscription. At the head are the royal arms, and at the 
foot is a shield, supported by a lion, dnd surrounded with a 
wreath of laurel. The plate, ornaments, handles, and nails 
are C(»xipo8ed of metal richly gilt. 



The following is the inscription issued frc»n the College 
ef Arms, to be engraved on the silver plate which is sol- 
dered on the leaden coffin, and also on the plate which Is 
to be placed on the state coffin : — 

DEPOSITUM 

SBSB^NISSIMI POTKNTI89IMI ET EXCELLBNTiaSIHI 

HONARCHJB 

GEORGII QUARTI 

4 DEI GRATIA BRfTANNIARUM RBOIS 

PinSI DEPENSORIS 

REGIS HANOVER^ AC BRUNSVICI, ET LUKEBURG^ XmCIS 

OBIIT XXVI. DIE JUNII 

ANNO DOMINI MDCCCXXX. 

JBTTXTia 8\JM LXVni. 

REONIQUE »UI XI. 

The state coffin is larger than any that are usually made, 
measuring across the shoulders three feet one inch and a 
half. The plate on which the " depositum" is engraved is 
of a size proportionate to that of the coffin ; it is ninete^ 
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inches and a half in length, seventeen inches and a half in 
width at the top, and fourteen inches and a quarter at the 
bottom. 



After the king's funeral; the Duke of Cumberland re- 
mained behind ; and, when the chapel was entirely cleared, 
his royal highness, attended by the deputy surveyor-general, 
and a few workmen, descended into the royal vaiUt. He 
passed from coffin to coffin, until he came to that which 
encloses the remains of the late Duke of York ; when, sud- 
denly turning to the deputy surveyor-general, he said, 
** Matthews, my poor brother York's coffin seems much 
more mildewed than any of its predecessors !" The velvet 
covering of the Duke of York's eofBn is much discoloured ; 
while &ose of Qeorge III. and his Queen, the Princess 
Charlotte, the Duke of Kent, and even that of the Princess 
Amelia, renuiin as fresh in appearance as when first placed 
within the sepulchre. Mr. Matthews explained, that, in 
, all probability, the discoloration of the velvet was the con- 
sequence of the wood of which the coffin was formed not 
having been so well seasoned as the others. His royal 
highness made no £irther comment ; but, laying his hand 
on the coffin of his late majesty, and pondering on the in- 
scription ioT a moment or two, he ascended from the vault, 
and returned to his apartments in the Castle. 



The churches throughout the metropolis were hung with 
black cloth, on account of the death of his majesty. The 
nanie of << our most gracious sovereign William" was sub- 
stituted for that of « George" in the church service. The 
latter name has been used since the accession of George I. 
in 1714. 

The name of Adelaide is not new in the list of Queens 
of England. The second wife of Henry I. was Adelaide, 
a princess of Louvain. The mother of King Stephen, 
daughter of William tho Conqueror, was Adela, which is 
m fact, the same name. 
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Ciffy of the Letter addressed to the Managers of the afferent 
Theatres and VauxhaU Gardens. 

" Lord Chamberlain's Office, June 26, 1830. 
** Sib, — In consequence of the death of our late most 
gracious sovereign, I am commaxKled by the lord chamber- 
win to desire that the theatre under your management be 
unmadiately closed, and continue so till after the funeraL 
** I am« sir, your obedient servant, 

"J.B. Mash.'* 

At a late hour the following was issued : 

*< Lord Chamberlain's Office, June 26, 1890. 
'< Sib, — ^I am authorized by the lord chamberlain to ac- 
quaint you, that the king, taking into his b^ieficent consi- 
aeration the very great distress which the shutting up of 
the theatres for any length of time would occasion to nu- 
merous families, his majesty has been graciously pleased 
to command that the closing of the theatre under your 
management, on account of the melancholy event of the 
demise of our late most gracious sovereign, t^all be confined 
to this evening, the two days of the body lying in state, 
and the day of the funeral, of which due notice will be 
given you. 

(« Your obedient servant, 

"J.B. Mjlsh.'» 



LIVING HBIB8 TO HIS LATK MAJXBTT. 

Class I.-~1 . William Henry, the present king. 2. Alex 
andrina Victoria, of Kent. 3. Ernest Augustus, Duke 
of Cumberland. 4. George Fred. Alex. Ch. Em. Aug., 
of Cumberland. 6. Augustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex. 
6. Adolphus Frederick, Duke of Cambridge. 7. George 
William, of Cambridge. 8. Augustus Caroline, of Cam- 
bridge. 9. Augusta Sophia, of England. 10. Elizabeth, 
Landgr^ of Hesse Homburg. 11. Maiy, Dutchess of 
Gloucester. 12. Sophia, of England. 

Class H.— 13. William Frederick, Duke of Gloucester. 
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14. Sophia Matilda, of Gloucester. 15. Charles PV. Aug. 
Wm., Duke of Brunswick. 16. William, of BrunswicL 
17. Augustus, of Brunswick. 18. Frederick William, 
King of Wirtemberg. 19. Chas. Fred. Alex., Prince 
Royal of Wirtemberg. 20. Maria Freda. Chaia., of Wir- 
temberg. 21. Sophia Freda. Matilda. 22. Catherine. 
23. Paul. 24. Frederic Charles. 25. Frederic Augustus. 
26. Frcderica. 27. Paulina, wife of Grand Duke Michael 
of Russia. 28. Frederica Catherine, wife of Jerome Buo- 
naparte. 29. Jerome Napoleon. 30. Frederick YI., King 
of Denmark. 

After the present royal family of Denmark, come in suc- 
cession Class III. — ^The family of the King of the Nether- 
lands. The family of the Elector of Hesse Cassel. The 
numerous descendants of Louisa of England, Queen of 
Benmcurk,* grandmother of Frederick IV., and the present 
Dutchess of Holstein, and also of the dethrpned King of 
Sweden (Gnstavus Adolphus), of the Elector of Hesse 
Cassel, &c. ; so that the family of the last-named claim from 
Louisa of England, Queen of Denmark, as well as from her 
sister Mary, Landgravine of Hesse Cassel. 

Class IV. — ^The very numerous descendants of Sophia 
of England, Queen of Prussia, mother of Frederick the 
Crreat, &c. ; who was great-grandmother to the present 
King of Prussia, the late Dutch pss of York, the present 
King and Queen of the Netherlands, 6cc. She was also 
grandmother to Charles XIII. of Sweden^ to Princess Rad« 
zivii, to Sophia, Abbess of Quedlenberg, dec. 

* Tlutt is to Say, the descendants of the Electress Sophia (Dutchess 
Dowager of Hanoyer, daughter of the Princess Elizabeth, Queen of Bo- 
hemia, who was daughter of James the First), whom the act of settle- 
ment (I3th William m. 1701) declared " next in succession to the crown 
sf England, in the Proteatara line ^ 
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NOTICES OP THEIR PRESENT MAJESTIES. 

m» ■mSTT KINS WILLIAM THB rOVBTH.- 

William the Foaith, third son of King George the Third, 
was bom Au^^ the 21st, 1765, and was baptized by the 
name of WiUiajn Heniy. At an early age he was destined 
by his royal father for the naval service of his country. At 
fourteen he war entered as midshipman on board the Prince 
George, of ninety-eight guns, recently built, and caHed after 
the Prince of Wales, his late majesty, commanded by Ad- 
miral Digby. In this ship he served in the engagement 
between the. English fleet, under the command of Admiral 
Rodney, and the Spanish deet,. commanded by Admind Don 
Juan def Langara, when the English gained a complete vic- 
tory, the Spaniaids, however, fighting very bravely. The 
Admiral iu his despatches mentioned, that " he had called a 
captured Spanish man-of-war the Prince William, in con- 
sequence of her having the honour to be taken in presence 
of his royal highness r' 

W^iile serving in the Prince George, his royal highness 
was also present at the capture of a French man-of-war and 
tiuree smaller vessels. The following instance of his royal 
highness's humanity will do him more honour with reflecting^ 
minds than the mere accident of biith-can ever bestow : — 
It is described by a midshipman in a letter to his fiunily, 
dated « Port Royal Harbour, April, 1783. The last time 
Lord Hood's fleet was here, a court-martial was held on 
Mr. Benjamin Lee, midshipman, for disrespect to a superior 
officer, at which Lord Hood sat as presixfent. The deter- 
mination of the court was fatal to the prisoner, and he was 
eondiemned to death. Deeply aSected as the whole body 
of midshipmen were at the dreadful sentence, they Imew 
not how to obtain a mitigation of it, since Mr. "Lee was 
ordered for execution ; while they had not time to make an 
appeal to the Admiralty, and despaired of a petition to Ad- 
miral Rowley. However, his royal highness generously 
stepped forth, €rew up a petition, to which he was the first 
to set his name, and solicited the rest of the midshipmen in 
port to follow his example. He then himself earned the 
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IMdliiA (d Acbauhil RowWy, and, in Che xdcmI pref skg dn4 
tir^nf mamws, be^ed tHe life of aa unlia]^ hrother» in 
w£ch he succeeded, and Mr. L^e is reptieved. We all 
acknowledge our wanneit and grateloi thanks to our hu« 
mane, oox brave, and wottl^ jptince, wl^ has so nobly 
exerted himself in preserving the life of his brother sailor. * 
The wax ceased in 17^, l&fore the pirince's service as a 
midahipman was completed* He, iLoweyer, was determined 
to quaiifjr himself for command, and continued in active 
service ; and, in 1783, visited Cape Francois ai)d the Ha« 
vaUa. 

Another oppotrtunity was here afforded him of e^ercisiu^ 
Bis humanity for the deliverance of the mtfortunate. Some 
of hiji countrymen, having broken the fideUty they had pro* 
mised to the Spanish government, were in danger of suffer* 
ing under a sentence of death. His royal highness inter* 
eeded with eflbct — ^they were pardoned and liberated. The 
following letter, written by his royal highness to Dpn pal* 
ves, the governor of Louisiana^ does honour to his tal«nts 
and the goodness of his heart: 

** SiB,-^I want words to expfess to ycrar excellency my 
just sense of your polite letter, of the delicate manner in 
which you caused it to be deUvezed, imd your generous 
conduct towards the tmfortunate in your power* Theue 
pardon, whidi you have beMi pleased to grant on my ac* 
eount» is the most agreeable prespnt yotf cvmld have offered 
tne, and is strongly characteristic of the bravery and gsd- 
lantiy of the Spanish nation. This instance increases, if 
possible, my opinion of your excellence's humonityi which 
has appeared on aa many occasions m the coufse of the 
late war. Admiral Rowley is to despatch a vessel to Louis* 
iana for the prisoneiB. I om convinoed they will ever 
think of your excellency's cWnenuy with gratitude ; and I 
have sent a copy of your ktteff to the king, my foU)er« whq 
will be fully sensible of your exoellenrar's altQption to me« 
I request my comp&nents to Madame Galves, and that you 
will be assiuedf that actions so noble as those of yo^r ex« 
cellcncy will ever be Mmembexed by y«urs smcerely^ 

« WiLLUK P." 

fiis royal highness, having served his iull time as mid* 
(ddpman, was promoted in due eoorse to the rank of lieu* 
tenant and caimn, and conumnided for a eoosiderabletiiiif 
LI 
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dM PeragUB frigate, and in 1790 was appointed rear-adndb- 
id of the blue. On the 20th of May, 1789, his royal high- 
ness was created Duke of Clarence and St. Andrew's, and 
Earl of Munster ; and on the breaking out of the war with 
France, took a prominent l>art in the debates in the House 
of Lords in support of the war. 

As his ro^al brother, the Duke of Toik, was among the 
first that len our shores to face the enemy on the ccMitinent, 
some surprise was excited that the Duke of Clarence was 
not given a oonunand in the navy. The cause is still un- 
known to the public ; probably it remained a secret in the 
breast of his royal fiither. That he was from the com- 
mencement of the war desirous of service has never been 
doubted. He made repeated and earnest applicatioBS to 
the king te be allowed to hoist his flag, and relieve Lord 
Collingwood, then in a declining state of health, in the 
command of the Mediterranean fleet. About the same pe- 
riod, a letter, addressed by the duke to Commodore Owen, 
> appeared in the public papers, which thus describes his so- 
, licitude to share the dangers of war and the glories of vic- 
tory : — ^** When I shall have the honour to hoist my flag I 
cannot be certain ; but I am very much inclined to think, 
that eventually I shall have the honour and happiness of 
commanding tibose fine fellows whom I saw in tiie spring, 
in the Downs and at Portsmouth. My short sUy at Ad- 
miral Campbell's had impressed me with very favourable 
ideas of the improved state of the navy ; but my rendenoe 
at Portsmouth has afforded me ample opportunity of exar 
mining, and consequently of having a perfect judgment of 
the hi^ and correct disopline now establishedin uie king's 
service." 

** Nothing is wanting, sb," said NekKm to Prince Wit 
liiAn lleniy, in 1787, in one of his epistles, **to make you 
the derUng of the English nation, but truth. Sorry I am 
to say, much to the contraiy has been dispersed. More 
able friendfei than myself your royal hij^ess may easily 
find, and of more consequence in the state; bat one 
more attached and affectionate is not so easily met with. 
Princes seldom, very seldom find a disinterested person to 
communicate to. I do not pretend to be that person ; bat 
of this be assured, by a man who, I trust, never did a dis- 
honourable act, that I am interested only that your royal 
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kighncss should be the greatest and best man this cofcmtiy 
evcT producsed.*' 

When Nelfion married Mrs. Nisbett in March, 1787, in 
the West Indies, the Duke of Clarence, then Prince Wil- 
liam Heniy, ^ho had gone oat to the West Indies the pre- 
ceding winter, was present by his own desire to give away 
the bnde. * • 

On the 11th of July, 1818, his majesty married the Prin- 
cess Adelaide Louisa Theresa (bom August 18, 1792). His 
majesty next receiyed his appointment to the office of lord 
high admiral, an office long thought to be too great to be 
intrusted to any individual, and accordingly executed by 
commissioners since the death of Prince George of Den- 
mark, husband of Queen Anne. 

On the appointment of Mr. Canning to the dignity of 
prime minister, several of his colleagues nad resigned, most 
of them on the alleged ground of his being a supporter of 
Catholie emancipation, which had been opposed by Lord 
Liverpool. Lord Mel^e, the first lord of the Admiralty, 
thongn a supporter ci the Catholic claims, thought fit to re- 
sign also. The object of the resignations evidently was to 
dnve Mr. Canninff from the helm ; but to enable him to 
counteract that object, the resignation of the first lord of the 
Admiralty was most opportune, though certainly the con- 
sequence was unforeseen by the party. Mr. Canning 
boldly revived the office of lord high adxniral in the person 
of the next heir to the orown, his present majesty ; and by 
that prompt and unlooked-for exercise of the royal prerogap 
^e, at once confounded the seceders, and greatly strength- 
ened his administration. 

The manner.in which his royal highness executed the du- 
ties during the short period he filled the office will never 
be forgotten by the navy. He visited every naval depot; 
converfed on friendly terms, not only vrith every com- 
mander, but with every officer ; and made promotions vrith- 
out regard to any thing but merit and service, wholly disre- 
garding parliamentary influence. The lord high ndmirid 
was accessible to every naval ofiScer, without even the ce- 
lemony of full dress ; and if every vrish could not be grati- 
fied, at least every one was satisfied that his royal highness 
was anxious to render him service. The lord high idmiral 
also exercised a princely hospitality. With such qualities 
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Ik WMinqpNMriUetlidfchsfllKHild not be beloved. Mr. Can- 
ning had, however, oeased to rule or to liie. The Duke of 
Wellingtim became Me suoeeesor, and it was awm per^ 
reived that be was desuouB to have Leird Melville xeetored 
to the offiee. The {x^pularity hii royal highneee acquired 
durinff hia perfermance of ^ duties of cnlef of the navy 
may mirly be considered a presage of the manner in whidi 
he may be e&pected to discharge the fai^ier duties of «ove> 
jneign of agxwt and b)yal peoj^e. 



The anaoal pariiamentaiy allowance to his present na* 
(esty, as heir presumptive, amoiuited to 39,600/«, being 
17,500/. per annum less than the inoome of Prince Leopold, 
who receives 60,000 j. 

The Duke of Cumberland has 35,000/. per annum ; the 
Duke of Cambridge 27j000/. ; the Duke of Sussex 21,000/. ; 
the Prinoesees Sophia and Augusta 13,000/. each; the 
Dutchess of Kent 12,000/. ; the Duke of Gloucester, 14,000/. 

Indenendently of the income enjoyed by his preeent m»* 
jesly, the queen was in the receipt of 6,000/. per ammmi 
wbieh mm settled upon her <m her manriage in 1818. 



TBB QUUN. 

Her majesty, the queen coneort of these reafans, is the 
daughter of George Frederick Charies, Duke of Siute-Co* 
burg Meinengen, by Lotdsa Elenora, a daughter of Chris* 
tian Alber Lewis, prince of Hohenloe-Laugei^rg. Her 
majesty was bom on the 13th of Au^st, 1792, uid was 
baptized by the name of Adelaide Louisa Theresa Caroline 
Amelia. In 1803 her majesty lost her ezoeltent father, who 
died at the early iige of 42 ; and with her only brother, the 
present Duke of Saxe Meinengen, and her sister, Ida, 
Dutchess of Saxe Weimar Eis^adi, was left under the 
guardianship of her mother, the dutchess; who, by her 
niisband*s last will, was left regent of the dutchy and guar- 
dian of his children. Under this able and amiable woman 
ihfi children were f dupated in ^eat iietirement at Mtiom^ 
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gen, the capital of the small principality, and with a caie 
and attention to their morals aiid improrement in eveiy 
branch of polite leaminffthat does the highest credit to her 
Tirtues and character. This excellent princess is still alive, 
and last jear spent several weeks with her daughter in 
England. From earliest. childhoM the queen was remark- 
M& for her sedate and ratheri^l^ed habits. Her whole 
time vme devoted to. her stud^^-^ibid though naturally of 
a cheeriVd and livc^ dii^sitlfflr' among her more intimate 
associates, she took Hjl^ or no pleasure in the gayeties or 
frivolities of fashioii^raiid even when arrived at more ma- 
ture years, she showed an utter detestation for that laxity 
of morals and contenq>t for religious feeling which had 
sprung out of the revolution in France, and had found their 
way into almost every petty court in Germany. 
' The court of Meinengen happily did not attract much of 
the notice of the emperor <k the French. It was not 
thought necessary either to attempt its comiptitm by his 
profi^ate emissaries, or to crush its existence by the arm 
of power; consequently the widowed regent was left in 
undisturbed possession of her authority, and permitted to 
educate her children and reffulate her dutchy according to 
her own views and wishes, while almost every other state in 
Germany became a focus ofatheism and immorality in con- 
sequence of that laxity of principle which France had in- 
troduced among them. The little court at Meinengen was 
therefore remaricable for its strict morality, and steady sup- 
port of the Protestant faith ; and its princesses became 
celebrated for their amiable and estimable conduct. Theii 
chief delight was in establishinff and superintending schooifi 
for the education of the lower <Jasses of the community, and 
in procuring and providing food and raiment for the feeble 
and destitute in the city and suburbs of the ducal residence. 
The Princess Adelaide was the life of every institution 
which had for its object the well-being of her fellow-crea^ 



Our late Queen Charlotte had long observed this fam^y,, 
which, flourishing like an oasis in tiae great desert of cor- 
rupted Germany, had attracted much of her regard ; and 
when her foresight judged it prudent to urge her third son, 
the Duke of Clarence, to enter into the wedded stale, she 
strongly pressed upon bis attention the only remaining 
L12 
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jdsagfateT of the house of iCtei^ennn. The yoongeefc A^bm, 
Ida, had already been man ied to her oowin Bernudf the se- 
eond mm of the Grand Doke-of Saxe Weimar. Aoeoid- 
ingly, a regular demand was made of the piioeess's hand m 
inarnage» and a faroaxable answer returned. As it was im- 
possible for his Toyal highness to proceed to Gennany, the 
princess, with her mother, was infited otct to England, and 
4>n the 11th of Jiily, i818|^ the prince and princess were 
married at Kew, in the presenee of the queen and other 
/members of the royal fiunily; and at the same time the 
marriage of the Duke and Dutehefc of Kent, which had 
preTiocisly taken place in Germany, was perfonned acooid* 
mg to the rites of the church of Eaghmd. 

After the ceremony, the Duke and Dutohess of Claienoe 
ffpent a few days in retirement at St. James's Palace, and 
then proceeded, with a numerous suite, to Hanover. In the 
isapital of that kingdom they i^nt the winter oi 1818 and 
^ringof 1819. ifiemost happy anticipations were formed 
4>f her giving 1»irtfa to an heir to the crown of England^ 
In the month of March, however, her royal hij^hness caught 
« severe cold, which ended in a violent pleuritic attack, and^ 
In consequence of the treatmoit necessary to preserve her 
valuable life, premature labour was induced, and in the se- 
venth month her royal highness wasdeHvered of a princess. 
it was christened on Uie day of its birth by the name of 
EKzaheth Adelaide, but expired soon a^terwsard^ and was in* 
ierred in the royal vault at Hanover, Where lie the remains 
of the gnat Elector, Emsst Augustas, and! his gtandspn, 
Oeorge TI. 

The dutohMs's recovery was riow, and a change of air 
Mng thought requisite, Ae prooeeded, as soon as she was 
Able to tcavel, to her natal soil, viditing Gdtdngen and Hesse 
IPhifipsthall, en the way to Meinenfen. 1%e joy of tLe 
«ood people of Sanmy on again beholding th«r prineess 
(new «Lo bounds : they knewliow dangerously 'ill! die had 
3been,'how ;aImo8t miraculous had been her recovery; and 
^NHQ the moment ,6he ^entered the preeincte of the dufichy, 
mhe wa» met and Welcomed by the vassals of herbrotiiery 
£&d eanried in triumph, Ibr a distance of nearly thirty miles, 
ftellie capital, when £&te succeeded f)lte, and all the world 
fcept holyday for nearly a month. The royal duke, too, 
t^ hiskioditml patid««oending manners, an4 devoted utteft* 
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tion- 1» his fiar ipovw, soon won the hearts of the unso- 
phisticated natiTcs, and became as one of their natiye 
princes* 

After a residence of nz weeks in the castle, fhe court 
mored to T^nbenstein, a residence retired^ and of singular 
beauty, where there are celebrated mineral springs, and 
where, in the course of the summer, the dutchese reooTered 
her health perfectly. The duke, whose heart was always 
in England, determined on retuminflr to Bushy ; and the 
dutchess, who had been charmed wiu fhe beauties of that 
retirement during her short stay in this countiy, strongly 
urged his doing so, maintaining that they miffht live as 
economically at Bushy Park as at any other place in the 
world. Towards the end of October, 1819, the royal pair 
left Meinengen, on their return to England. The fatigue 
of 80 long a journey was too much for her delicate frame, 
and at Bunuik she eulTered a miscarriage. This again 
affected her health ; and a residence on the seacoast being 
reckoned advisable, Loid liyerpool offered the duke the use 
of Dorer Castie ; and on landing finim the Royal Sovereign 
yacht, the Duke and Dutchess of Clarence took up their 
residence in that ancient ''building, where fhey remained 
nearly six wedn. 

The dutchess being now perfectly recovered, ^y re* 
moved to St. James's (Bushy House being under repairs)^ 
and spent the winter of that year in JiOndon. A^[ain there 
seemed a fair prospect of her giving birth to a child at the 
fiiU time. Considerably before the natural period, however, 
her royal highness was delivered of a fine healthy princess. 
The child, nevertheless, grew, and increased in strength 
daily, to the great joy of its illustrious parents, and of the 
nation at lax^e. By special desire of the late kmg she was 
christened Elizabedi— a name dear to Englishmen; but 
when about tiiree months old, she was seized with a fiital 
illness which carried her off in a few hours. 



PROCLAHlTIOir or HIS XAJISTT. 

Monday, June 28, being appointed for the proclamatioo 
of his Majesty, William IV., the heralds and other persons 
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whose duty it waa to officiate on the occanon, aiwtmMed 
at an early hour at St. James's Palace. 

In the course of the morning the court of the royal xesi* 
dence became crowded with carnages of the nobilitr and 
ministers of state, and the adjoining streets were filled witli 
spectators. 

The weather was extremely favourable, and a piodig^iua 
multitude thronged the streets through which the cayal^ 
cade was expected to pass. It is seldom that such an im* 
mcnse mass of people is seen collected together. 

Shortly before ten o'clock his Majesty arrived at the pa^- 
lace from Bushy Park. The king was attired in deep 
mourning, and wore a blue sash over nis left shoulder. His 
Majesty was received by the Dukes of Cumberbuid, Sussex, 
and Gloucester, Prince Leopold, the Duke of Welhng^ 
ton, &c. 

Every avenue and situation in the neighbourhood of the^ 
palace was crowded with individuals desirous of witnessing 
the approacliing ceremony. Seldom or never has so vast 
a concourse been congregated in the Park and immediat 
vicinity of St. James's. 

Precisely at ten o'clock the Park and Tower guns having 
been fired by signal, Sir George Nailer, Garter King-at- 
Arms, read the Proclamation, announcing the accession of 
his Majesty. 

During this ceremony, his Majesty, surrounded by his 
illustrious relatives, and all the great ofiScers of state, pre- 
sented himself to the view of his subjects at the palace win* 
dow. As soon as he was recognised, the air was rent with 
acclamations. The king appeared greatly afifected by this 
spontaneous and unanimous burst of enthusiastic loyal^ 
and attachment, and acknowledged the attentions of his 
people by repeatedly bowing. Those who were fi^rtunate 
enough to secure a position near the palace observed that 
the kmg was affected even to tears. 

The gates of the palace having been thrown open, the 
procession moved forward, the Life Guards, who accompa- 
nied it, brandishing their swords, and the ladies in the balco- 
nies and windows of the houses contiguous waving their 
handkerchiefs, amid a tempest of cheers from the multitude, 
who took off their hats and shouted *< Long live King Wil> 
liamIV,r 
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At ten o'clock the procession began, timid the roar of the 
Park guns, and the scarcely less noisy acclamations of the 
ratdtitude. 

On its arrival at Chaiing-cross, the procession moved in 
the following order : — 

Mr. Lee, I^h Ck>nstable of Westminster, with a number 

of Officers to dear the way. 

Two Horse Guards. 

A single ditto. 

The Farrier of the Horse Guards. 

Four Pioneers with their axes. 

The Beadles of St. James's and St Martin's Parishes in their 

full dresses, and with their staves of office. 

A posse of New Police Constables. 

The Band of Horse Guards in their State uniforms. 

Eiffht Marshals on foot. 

The Kmght Marshal and his Men. 

The Household Troop. 

State Band, Kettle-drums, and Trumpets. 

Pursuivants on horseback. 

Heralds. 

The King-at-arms, supported by Sergeants with their maces. 

Troop of Horse Guards. 

It is difficult to conceive any thing more imposing than the 
Appearance of Charing-cross and its immediate vicinity on 
the approach of the procession. The streets were Uned 
with spectators in thousands, coaches and vehicles of every 
description thronged the way, and the houses from basement 
to roof were crowded with persons anxious to witness and 
offer the tribute of their cheer to the passing pageant. The 
rinnng of the church bells, the discharge of ordnance, 
and the shouts of the multitude, added greatly to the ex- 
dtement of the occasion. Frodi the opera house to Cha- 
ring-eross every position that afforded the chance of a view 
of the cavalcade was occupied by clusters of human beings ; 
and the whole scene presented an extremely animated ap- 
pearance, the ffay dresses of the females not having been as 
yet superseded by the sombre gari» of moumiig. 

The procession having halt^ the following proclamation 
was read : — 
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«• Whereas, it hath plMsed Afanighty God to caH to bis 
mercy our hita Sovereign Lord King Qeor^t the Foaxthp 
of blesRed memory, by whose decease the mipcrial crown 
of the United Kingdom of Cheat Britain and Ireuiad is solely 
and rightfully come to the high and mighty Piinee WilUam^ 
Duke of Clarence ; we, therefore, the lords spiritual and 
temporal of this realm, being h«re assisted with those of 
his late majesty's privy coundll, with numbers of other 
principal gentlemen of quality, witii the lord mayor, alder- 
men, and citizens of London, do now hereby, with one 
voice and consent of tongue and heart, miblish and pro- 
claim that the high and mighty Prince William, Duke of 
Clarence, is now, by the dcaith of the late Bovereign, of 
happy memory, become our only lawful and rightful liege 
Lord William the Fourth, by the grace of 6ml, King of 
Great Britain and Ireland, Defender of the Faith (and so 
forth). To whom we acknowledge all faith and constant 
obedience, with all humble and hearty affection, beseeching 
God, by whom kings and queens do reign, to bless the royid 
prince, William the Fouxdiy with long and happy years to 
reign over us. 

" Given, &c. ** God sivb th« Kino !** 

At the conclusion, the air was rent by cries of <* Long 
live King William!'* and hats and handkerchiefs were 
viraved in a manner the most loyal and enthusianttie. 

The procession then moved slowly along the Strand to- 
wards Temple-bar, the gates of which were closed aceoid- 
ing to custom. On a herakl demanding admission in the 
name of King William IV., the gates were opened by the 
city marshal, who conducted the Iwrald where the lewd 
mayor, attended by the sheriffs, and other municipal au- 
thorities, awaited in their carriages the approach of the ca- 
valcade. At the end of Chs^ery-!ane tke proclamation 
was again repeated, and the dwellers east of^ Tenmle-bBr 
afforded satisfiictorv evidence that their lungs and loyalty 
were as stronff as tiiose of tlw inhabitants of the court-end 
of the metropolis. 

At Wood-street, Cheapside, the prodamation was also 
read, and agair at the Royal Ezcliange, under cireumstances 
precisely similar to those already described. The last pro- 
clamation took place at Aldgate. At the coBclosion of 
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««e1ipfQclamatiiQii, «<God save the King I" was played by 
the state band, and tbe asaemblage displayed the utmost 
entfaasiasm. . 

Throughout the whole of the line of road, the windows 
and tops of the houses were filled with spectators : every 
spot that conunanded a bird's-eye view of the procession 
"was crowded, and the streets presented an unmense mass of 
living loyalty. The procession was splendid without being 
gorgeous or extravagant. The assemblage attracted by it 
was immense, the Strand, from Charing-cross to Temple-bar, . 
presenting the appearance of a sea of heads ; and we may 
say, that few public ceremonies within the memory of the 
present generation, have been received with more distin- 
guished marks of enthusiasm and mterest. 



Mrs. Chapone, who was niece of Dr. Thomas, Bishop 
of Winchester,. formerly preceptor to George III., and used 
io spend much of her time at her uncle's residence at Fam- 
ham Castle, relates the following anecdote of the young 
Duke of Clarence : — " I was pleased with all the princes, 
but particularly with Prince William, who is little of his 
age, but so sensible and engaging that he won the bishop's 
heart ; to whom he particuSurly attached himself, and would 
stay with him while all the rest ran about the house. His 
conversation was surprisingly manly and clever for his age ; 
yet with the young Bullers he was quite the boy ; and said 
to John Buller, by way of encouraging^ him to talk, * Come, 
we are both boys, you know.* All of them showed affec- 
tionate respect to the bishop." 



DOWBSTIC HABITS OF KINO WILLIAM IV. 

There are few more regular or temperate men in their 
habits than the present king. He rises early, sometimes at 
six o'clock, and after having written for some time, takes 
Iveakfast. His Majesty then hears a report read to him of 
ithe various claims on his benevolence, and sometimes visits 
IKsrsojoally the objects oif his bountj who reside in Uui 
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neighboailiood of his residence. At dinner lie seldom eats 
of any made dish, but restricts himself generally to one 
dish of plain boiled or roasted meat, drinking only sherry, 
and that in moderation — ^never exceeding a pint. During 
the day, when not engaged in business, he amuses himself 
in cheerful conversation with men of all parties, and retires 
to bed early. His Majesty is constitutionally subject to 
asthma; but with such habits we must hope that he will 
live to a good old age. 



It is a curious fact, but one not more strange than true, 
that his present majesty is at one and the same time King 
William the First, Second, Third, and Fourth ! The fol- 
' lowing explanation will reconcile this apparent contradic- 
tion ; — ^As King of Hanover he is William the First ; that 
countiy giving only the title of elector to its nilers previously 
to George the Third. As King of Ireland, William the 
Second ; that kingdom was not added to the British crown 
until the reign of Henry the Second, and consequently 
William the Conqueror and William Rufiis were not sove- 
reigns of Ireland ; therefore, as there were no native kings 
of that name, William the Third of England was the First 
of Ireland, and our present monarch is, of course, William 
the Second. As Kme of Scotland, William the Third ; 
the only monarch of that name previously to James the 
First (who united the two kingdoms) being the celebrated 
William the Lion. And as King of England, William the 
Fourth. 



THE mew VERSION OF " 001) Si.VE THE KINO," 
B7 ME. ARNOLD. 

God save our noble king ! 
William the Fourth we sing * 

God save the king ! 
Send him victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 
I<ong to reign over us ! 
— God save the lung ! ^j-,- 

uigiiized by Google 



ArmiDiz. 400 

d Lord our God, aifscy 
Ghiaid him from enemiefi 

Or make them fall; 
May peace, trith plenty crown'd. 
Throughout his reafans abound ; 
So be his name renown'd ! 

God save us all ! 

Or should some fbrei^ band [ 

Dare to this iaTour'd land 

Discoid to biing, 
May our brave "William's name, 
Proud in the lists of fiime. 
Bring them to scorn and shame 

€rod save the king ! 

Thy choicest ^fts in store 
On William deign to pour, 

Joy round him fling ; 
May he defend our laws. 
And ever give us cause 
To sing with heart and voice, 

God save the king ! 



PftlVATB SASITB, OHAEACTBR, AKD AOB Of THB ftlieNIlfa 
SOVKBEIONS. 

Charies X. of France, was the oldest sover^gn in Europe. 

I fie ie seventy-three years of age, tall in person, and veiy hale. 

1 The Pope, Pius VIII., is sixty-eight, about the same a^ 

tm his late muosty, and in tolerable vigour. The church if 

usually consideTed favourable to longevity. 

Bernadotte, king of Sweden, la sixty-six, and has recently 
had a severe illneM, but is a strong and healthy man. 

William IV. of EnfLmd, our sovereign, is sixty-five. 
He is «it piesent in ffood health, and does not appear to be 
•nore than f\(h^. mn temperate habits and practice of early 
rising 8M well knowo. He loves exeidse, travel, and so- 
isiety. 

Mm 
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Felix, king of Saidinia, i« of the sam« age as our monaxdi, 
and enjoys good health. 

Frederick VI. of Denmark, sixty-two years old, is a very 
healthy man. ' 

Frederick William III., king of Pmssia, in his sixtieth 
year, possesses a good share of health, and bids Mr to live 
to an old age. 

The king of the Netherlands, WiOiam I., is fifty-eight ; 
he has the appearance of a weather-beaten soklier, as he is ; 
and, although sul^ject to chronic complaints, is robust. 

Louis Philippe the First, king of the French, bom in 
1773, a man <^ intelligence and amiable character ; elected 
by the Chamber of Deputies, on the abdication of Charles 
the Tenth, August, 1830. 

Francis, emperor of Austria, is fifty-two, and healthy. His 
affability and condescension in listening to the complain* 
of the meanest of his subjects, and redressing their grievance * 
have rendered him popular. 

Francis, king of Naples, is fifty-two, and gouty. Il> 
character is the reverse of ihai of his namesake of Ausii 

Mahmoud II., sultan of Turkey, is forty-six, and ^ .. 
sessed of great vigour of body and mind. The Turks, ho . 
ever, grow old prematurely, and Mahmoud may be the 
reckoned as sixty y«ars old at the least. His count-^ 
and his eye are particularly striking and impressive, ar .e 
is naturally a very superior man. 

Ferdinand VII. of Spain, is forty-five years old, and * 
loxur been a prey to disease. He has the gout constp^ '^**' 

Louis, king of Bavaria, is in his forty-fiSi year : he 
suffered firom indulgence, and has but lately recovered fr .n 
a long illness. His merits as a sovereign and as a mar oi 
lettertf are acknowledged. He passed many years in study, 
and his mind is of an enlarged and liberal cast. The pub- 
lication of a volume of poems has recently obtained him none 
as an author, in addition to that derived firom the wisdom 
of his government. 

Nicholas L, emperor of Russia, is thirty-four, tall, hand- 
some, and aocompliished, hardy and active, and accustomed 
to laborious exertion. A few months since he had a ver> ,' 
dangerous illness, firom which he is now recovered. He is \ 
considered lis a very ambitious monarch, and the enlaigemcut 
of territory appears to be his ruling passion. ' 
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The youngest and only female sovereign is Bonna Ma* 
ria da Gloria, the legitimate queen of Portugal (Don Miguel 
not having been yet recognised), who is in hei- thirteenth 
year. She promises to be beautiful, but her health is de- 
licate, and she is so lame as to be obliged to use crutches. 
She is now at Rio Janeiro, with her father, the emperor 
of BraziL 
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NOTES 

BY THE AMERICAN PUBLISHERS. 



NoTK l.--Page 30. 

**Jtmeriea*s bold «tcp.>'-^No doubt the Declaratioii of I 
appeared like a ^ bold atep^ to those who had thought to annihilate the 
colonies with a look, or terrify tlMRi into submission by proud menaces 
and empty boastings. In the language of an enlightened writer, " it was 
a fortunate circumstance for the American colonies, that the pailiameut 
of Great Britain received its impremions of their character ftom the por> 
traits drawn of them by Generals Grant, Bnrgoyne, and other exquisite 
painters of the house, by whose representations the Americans appeared 
too contemptible fbr the fbrmation of any serious plan (rf* military opera- 
tions. Five regiments were thought an ample force to drive the Ameri- 
cans fhMn Massachusetts to Geor^ ! But the God of battlea leans uoC 
to the side of the IxMUrter." 

Note Ih-^Page 33. 

" The igwrance of generaU.^—lt may be some relief to the wounded 
wide of English historians to attribute their national disasten to thr 
incapacity of otBcers, as they seem determined to accede nothing to the 
skill, intelligence, and prowess of tbeir opponents ; and, least of ail, to 
the justice oC their opponents' cause. This is illiberal ; but being an 
iUiberality to which Americans are much accustomed fVofn this quarter, 
it is only calculated to excite a smile. With respect to the British gene^ 
rals who were sent across the Atlantic to coerce the American coloniea 
into obedience, it is not only the height of injustice, but also of ingrati- 
tude. All that the ablest officers cuUd have done, ttnder the same cir-' 
eumstanceSi they did. But the sword of truth and justice was drawa 
against them, and who can successtbliy contend with Heaven 7 Wby 
pronottnee them igiwrant f What Englishman, Carleton excepted, wa» 
there, at this period, better informed in the science of war, than those 
alluded to? But, like the rest of their countrymen— like the self-con- 
ceited ministry themselves, they knew little or nothing of America, a» 
to her physical and moral resources, tf the charge of isnoranoe be due 
any where, it is to North and his coa<yntore that it should be attributed^ 
It was their ignorance and folly that dismembered the Britirii empire. 
Perhaps much sooner than it would otherwise have happened. It is true 
that Sir Henry Clinton was deficient in energy and foresight; and had Sir 
Guy Carleton or Lord Comwallis filled his station as commander-in- 
chief, there is no doubt that America would have met with more difficul- 
ties in her struggle for national existence. But the final result must have 
been the same. America might have been overran and devastated ; hot 
•he never could have been ooaqoered and enslaved. 
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Non III.— Pi^ 39. 

** Trattce vrestmg America from Enfrland:*—Jf Franee wrested Aine- 
lica from England, ihen the United States *" are, and of right ought to be,** 
French colonies. But such was not the focc America wrestisd hers*lf 
from England, in 1776, by her Declaration of Independence, which she 
asserted and maintained oZoim, sustaining the unequal conflict single- 
handed for nearly three years, as the treaty with nance was not exs- 
>cuted until 1778, and the war actually commenced in April, 1775. 

Note TV^Page 278. 

^ The eppreasion was retraeted/'^llovr and when was the q)pfessloii 
fetracted? and what were the colonies oflbred? It is true that the 
stamp act was repealed; but its repeal was accompanied by a declara- 
lory act still more offensive, inasmuch as it asserted " the power and 
right of Gre^ Britain to bind the colonies m all caeee whatever** Locke 
«ays, that " no man has a right to that which another has the right to 
take ftom him.'* 

Note Y.-^Pages 79, 234, 274, 300, and 341, 

*^ A fortunate result for EnglandJ*—The most appropriate comment 
^sliicD can be made on this and similar passages has already been done 
to our hands in the well-known and oft-quoted fable of the ** Fox and the 
Grapes." Otherwise, the prodigal waste of human lives and pablio 
treupe on the part of Great Britain may be compared to 

Ocean Into tempest toss'd. 

To waft a feather, or to drown a ily ! 

Note Yl.—Page 340. 

"A u)ar cf/rigatesJ'— If the late contest between the President, 
and Great Britain was merely *'a war of frigates," as the author has 
been pleased to term it, he ought to have had the candour to infbrm his 
leaders which party gained the victory. He does indeed admit that 
** America took some of the British cruisers," which happened to be 
** ill-manned and ill-provided ;" but this mode of expression is too indefi- 
nite to g^ satisfaction to either party. 

In this^' war of Irigates," America lost fi&o only, viz. the United States 
and the Chesapeake. The former was capturtd by a British squadron, 
the latter by the Shannon , a frigate of superior force. In order to balance 
the account, let us now cast up the items on the opposite page of the leger. 

" August 13, 1812, the United States* frigate Essex, Captain Porier, cap- 
tured the British sloop of war Alert, in eight minutes, without the loss 
of a man. Six days after the foregoing, the United States' frigate Consti- 
tution, Capt. Hull, captured the British frigate Guerriere in thirty min- 
utes. October 18th, the United States* sloop of war Wasp, of 18 guns, 
Capt. Jones, captured the British sloop of war Frolic, of 22 guns, in forty- 
three minutes. On the S5th of the same month, the American frigate 
United States, Com. Decatur, captured the British frigate Macedonian, 
after an obstinate action, and brought her into the port of New-York. 
December 29th, the United States' frigate GonstitutioD, Capt. Baiabxidgo 
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captored and burned the British frigate Java, of equal force. Febroarf 
S4th, 1813, tbe United States' sloop of war Hornet, of 16 gnna, Capt. Law- 
rence, captured the British brig Peacock, of 18 guns, in fllYeen mioutes. 
September 5th, the United States' brig Enterjnise of '14 guns, Capt. Bar- 
rows, captured the Britisb brig of war Boxer, of 18 guns, in forty min- 
utes. Five days afler the foregoing, the whole British squadron on Lake 
Erie surretddered to one of inferior force, commanded by Com. Perry. 
September 16th, the American privateer schooner Saratoga, of ten guns, 
captured tU British brig of war Morgiana, of 18 guns. April 29th, 1814, 
the United States' sloop of war Peacock, of 20 guns, Capt. Warrington, 
captured twe British brig Epervier, of 18 guns, in forty-two nunutes. 
June 28th, <he United States' sloop of war Wasp, Capt. Blakely, captured. 
In nineteew minutes, the British sloop of war Reindeer. September 11th, 
the whole British squadron on Lake Champlain surrendered to one of in- 
ferior forct^ under the command uf Commodore Macdonough ; and a 
powerftil Btiitish army was at the same time repulsed at Plattsburgby a 
body of uiUisriplined militia, under General M'Comb. February SOth, 
1815, the l> lired States' fVigate Constitution, Capt. Stewart, captured the 
British A-i^vie Cyane, and sloop of war Levant, which together mounted 
fifty-four guns. March 23d, the United States' sloop of war Hornet cap- 
tured and sunk the British brig Penguin. 

The above is a brief catalogue of the most important nautical events 
of the late war; and in almost ever>' instance the disparity of force was 
in fovour of the British. To recapitulate the minor successes of ttw 
United States' public and private armed vessels would swell this note to 
a liistory. 

Here we have a catalogue of sixteen American victortes^—cver ,fiae 
frigates, five brigs of war, four sloops of war, and two whole sqttadrona 
on the Lakes. 

Note VII.— Pag^c 341. 

" Attack on jyeto-OrZeoTu."— Mr. Croly has either never read tfae his- 
tory of the origin of this important expedition or else his memory mast 
be treacherous. The British ministers had set their hearts upon the suc- 
cess of this " demonstration," as they called it ; and in order, as tliegr 
thought, to prevent the possibility of a foilure, they selected the hardy 
veterans who had covered themselves with.laurel8 in the fields of Spain, 
under Wellington. No pains, no expense was spared to have the forces 
suitably equipped and amply provided at all points. The whole was 
committed to the direction of a well-tried leader, of approved courags, 
skill, and experience. The occupation of New-Chrleaus, the very key to 
all the western States, was not only a fovourite objectwith the ministry, 
but a popular measure with the nation ; and had they succeeded, soma 
pretext would doubtless have been found to annn] the treaty of Ghent.' 
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